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HISTOKICAL SKETCH

OF THE GENERAL ASSOCIATION OF MASSACHUSETTS.

BY ITS SECRETARY.

In the spring of the year 1802, Brook-

field Association, a clerical body in the

interior of Massachusetts, sent letters to

the other district Associations in the State,

proposing the formation of a General As-

sociation, and inviting correspondence

and consultation upon the subject. " The

disconnected state of the Associations

within the limits of this important section

of New England, the little acquaintance

which its ministers have with each other,

and the hope that by drawing closer the

bonds of union, the cause of truth might

be promoted," says the jfirst published de-

claration of this body, (Fanoplist, 1807,)

" suggested the expediency of a General

Association." In consequence of the pro-

posal of Brookfield Association, delegates

from eight Associations met at Northamp-

ton, July 7, 1802, for consultation. " They

united in opinion," says the document

above quoted, " that it was expedient

that a General Association be formed.

They agreed to admit as articles of faith

the doctrines of Christianity as they are

generally expressed in the Assembly's

Shorter Catechism, for the basis of union

and fellowship." They agreed that the

objects should be the promotion of bro-

therly intercourse and harmony, their

mutual assistance, animation, and useful-

ness, as ministers of Christ ; to obtain re-

ligious information relative to the state of

their churches and of the Christian Church

in this country and throughout the world,

and to cooperate with one another and

with similar institutions, in the most eligi-

ble manner for building up the cause of

truth and holiness. They declared its de-

sign to be " to cherish, strengthen and

transmit " " the pure principles of Con-

gregationalism," and wholly disclaimed

" ecclesiastical power over the churches,

or the opinions of individuals." Upon
that basis they recommended each Asso-

ciation to appoint two delegates to a ses-

sion to be held at Northampton the suc-

ceeding year, formally to organize a Gen-
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eral Association-. The eight Associations

thus acting, were : Berkshire, (now di-

vided into Berkshir'e North and Berkshire

South,) Mountain, (a body once lying

principally in the south-west corner ot

Hampshire county, but lapping over into

Berkshire and Hampden, and now ex-

tinct,) Hampshire South, (now divided

into Hampden East and Hampden West,)

Hampshire North, (now Hampshire, and

then including the present Franklin,)

Hampshire North-east, (now extinct,)

Brookfield, (still existing at the venerable

age of 101 years,) Westminster, (now the

Unitarian Worcester West,) andMendon,

(still thrifty at the age of 107.)

Five, only, of the District Associations

were represented the next year, in the ses-

sion held at Northampton, June 29, 1803,

viz : Hampshire North, Berkshire, Moun-

tain, Brookfield and Westminster. Of
those present at the consultation of the

preceding year, Mendon had voted

against uniting in the plan ; Hampshire

North-east was only dragging out a linger-

ing existence, having but four members in

1804, and soon vanishing forever ; Hamp-
shire South was absent, for reasons now

unknown, and remained unpresented un-

til 1810. Who were the delegates from

the Associations represented, it is now im-

possible to tell, the records of the General

Association having been burned in the

fire which destroyed the house of the Sec-

retary, in October, 1816—an illustration

of the need of such a periodical as this,

and of such a repository as that of the

Congregational Library Association. The
delegates present proceeded to act, and

organized the General Association of

Massachusetts. On that occasion, the

Rev. Thomas Holt,i a delegate fi-om

1 In addition to specific references, these notes are

compiled from Spragice''s Annals, the Am. Quarterly

Register, the College Triennials, and MS. papers of

the writer.

Thomas Holt was born in Meriden, Ct., Nov.

1762 ; was graduated at Yale College in 1784 ; studied

Pivinity with Professor Wales, of Yale College, and
Dr. Trumbull, of North Haven, Ct. ; was ordained

Pastor of the Church in Hardwick, Ms., June 25,

1789]; was dismissed March 27, 1805 ; wag installed

Brookfield Association, preached the pub-

lic lecture.

The second session was held at Hard-

wick, June 27, 1804, and embraced the

same five Associations. Kev. Joseph Lee,*^

a delegate from Westminster Association,

was Moderator, and preached the p;iblic

lecture ; the text was, '' That they eU

may be one, as thou Father art in me,

and I in thee, that they also may be one

in us ; that the woi-ld muy know that

thou hast sent me."-'-Jthn xyii : 2 1 ; a

text suggestive of the theme who,-5e i-ecoid

is irretrievably lost. The ofRce of Secre-

tary was established, and Rev. Enoch

Hale* was chosen, "to continue during

the pleasure of the General Association."

It may seem strange that so feAv Asso-

ciations should have joined in this enter-

al Chebacco (Ipswich.) January 25, 1809 ; was dis-

missed April 20, 1813 ; he afterwards resided on a

farm at Hardwick, although for a large portion of his

time—when he had not a special charge—he was

employed as a missionary in Maibe, New Hampshire,

Rhode Island, and Connecticut. " He maintained a

life of consistent piety, practised the duties he in-

culcated on others, sustained by the doctrines he

had preached, and to the last, manifested an un-

shaken reliance on the merits of an atoning Saviour."

The last year of his life was spent with his family in

Hardwick. He died Feb. 21, 1833.

''i Joseph Lee was born in Concord, Ms., in 1742,

grad. H. C. 1765; was ordained the first pastor of

the Church in Royalston, Oct. 19, 1768 ; and died

Feb. 16, 1819. " He continued an able and faithful

minister more than fifty years. His life was a con-

tinued exhibition of Christian character." Near the

close of his life, he being infirm, a call was extended,

in perfect accordance with Mr. Lee's wish, to Ebene-

zer Perkins, to become colleague. The Council as-

sembled the day previous to that set for the ordina-

tion. " On this very day, this venerable saint and

beloved pastor fell asleep in Jesus."

3 Enoch Hale, the first Secretary of the Massachu-

setts General Association, a brother of the Revolu-

tionary martyr, Nathan Hale, was born in Coventry,

Ct., in 1754 ; was graduated at Tale College in

1773 ; was ordained pastor of the Church in West-

hampton, Ms., Sept. 29, 1779 ; and died Jan. 14, 1837.

He held the ciSce of Secretary of the General A.sso-

ciation from 1804 to 1824. Mr. Hale left three

sons, viz : Hon. Nathan Hale, who has so long given

character to the Boston Daily Advertiser, Enoch Hale,

M.D., and Richard.—Rev. Enoch Hale was son of

Deacon Richard Hale, of Coventry, Ct., grandson of

Sam'l Hale of Newbury, great-grandson of Rev. John

Hale, the first minister of Beverly, and great-great-

grandson of Dea. Robert Hale, of Charlestown.—Dr.

E. Davis, N. E. Hist.-Gen. Register.
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prise. District Associations had existed

in Massachusetts in some form, for a hun-

dred and seventy years, and under a

formal and unbroken organization since

1690, and the idea of a union of these

scattered bodies was natural. Besides,

the neighboring state of Connecticut had

had such an organization as the one pro-

posed, since 1 709. And yet at the second

session, only five of the twenty-four Asso-

ciations had entered into the project. The

able and influential Barnstable, Boston,

Cambridge, Mendon, Plymouth, Salem,

were absent ; and only five, and they

country bodies, were present.

Various causes contributed to this re-

sult. It was feared by many that such a

body, if it attained a position comprehend-

ing all the clergy of the State, would

gradually assume power over the faith

and order of the churches. It was thought

by a few, who held strong doctrinal views,

that, covering the broad shades of opinion

then existing in the Commonwealth, it

would lower the tone of Orthodoxy by com-

promising varying views. It was looked

upon by the party soon to be developed

into Unitarian, as objectionable from the

very groundwork of its faith, the Assem-

bly's Catechism ; while a large portion

viewed it either with entire indifference,

or else as unnecessary and useless. And
the existence of the General Convention

of Congregational Ministers, which met

annually, ' and which then had advanced

into its second century, seemed, in some

degree at least, to occupy the ground.

On account of these various sources of

opposition, the General Association had a

limited origin, and a slow growth. Grad-

ually, however, all the advantages and

disadvantages were lost in one fact, viz :

that the Association, with the Catechism

as its basis, served as a bond to the de-

fenders of that faith ; while its opposition

was found in that section which soon

openly avowed itself Unitarian ; both

parties evidently saw distinctly that a

movement basing itself on the old Cal-

vinistic theology, would speedily separate

friends and foes, as the event proved.

It was on this account that the organi-

zation was reprobated by the seaboard

clergy, and upheld by the Associations

located in those rugged localities, which

are never favorable to a loose and effemi-

nate theology.

The friends of the movement were not

disheartened. To increase the size and

efficiency of the body, Dr. L;yTnan,^ of

Hatfield, endeavored to enlist the aid of

the " Convention of Congregational Min-

isters " in favor of the project. The mat-

ter was brought before that body May 30,

1804, in the form of a question, " whether

they would form themselves into a Gen-

eral Association for the purpose of pro-

moting ministerial acquaintance and broth-

erly love, and learn more perfectly the

state of the churches and promote their

prosperity." A vote was passed, referring

the matter to the various District Associa-

tions, and appointing a Committee to write

to them on the subject. This Committee,

of which Rev. Dr. Willard, ^ President of

1 Joseph Lyman, D. D., son of Jonathan and Be-

thiah Lyman, was born in Lebanon, Ct., April 14,

1749 ; was graduated at Yale College in 1767 ; was

tutor there in 1770-71 ; was ordained, March 4, 1772,

pastor of the Church in Hatfield, Ms. ; received the

degree of D. D. from Williams College in 1801;'and

died March 27, 1828. Dr. Lyman was one of the

earliest friends of the Hampshire Missionary Society,

and in 1812 was chosen its President ; was, from the

beginning, a member of the A. B. C. F. M., in 1819

its Vice President, and from 1823 to 1826 its Presi-

dent. The General Association was fortunate in

having its cause espoused by Dr. Lyman ; with a

power of governing and controlling other minds, see-

ing at a glance the best thing to be done, self-reliant

but conciliatory, comprehensive, judicious, rapid in

execution, he acquired and wielded a powerful influ-

ence among the clergy and churches of Massachusetts.

2 Joseph Willarb, D.D., was born in Biddeford,

Me., Dec. 29, (0. S.) 1738 ; was son of Eev. Samuel

and Abigail (Wright) Willard ;.was born and reared

in poverty, but, by aid of others and his own en-

ergy, was enabled to enter Harvard College, where he

was graduated 1765 ; was tutor for six years ; was

ordained Pastor of the 1st Church in Beverly, Ms.,

Nov. 25, 1772, as colleague with Rev. Joseph Champ-

ney ; D.D. at Harvard, 1785 ;
L.L.D. at Yale, 1791

;

was elected President of Harvard College in 1781, and

was instituted as such Dec. 19, of that year. He re-

mained in this position until his death, Sept. 25, 1804.

His character is too well known to need eulogy.

—

Willard Memoirs.
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Harvard College, was chairman, wrote as

directed, the writer, however, dying be-

fore the next session.

There were then twenty-four Associa-

tions in Massachusetts Proper, whose

names and number of members were

these:—Barnstable, 7, Bay, 10, Berkshire,

17, Boston, 16,Brookfield, 13, Cambridge,

11, Dedham, 8, Eastham, 6, Essex Mid-

dle, 10, Hampshire Central, 14, Hamp-

shire North, 12, Hampshire North East,

4, Hampshire South, 12, Haverhill, 7,

Marlboro', 10, Mendon, 12, Mountain,

12, Plymouth, 17, Salem, 12, Unity, 7,

Westford, 7, Westminster, 11, Wilmington,

9, Worcester, 7; there was also one in

Maine, viz., Woolwich, 6.

Several of the Associations appear to

have made no reply ; of those who did act,

the letters of fifteen are preserved among

the valuable collections of the Congrega-

tional Library Association, and were to

the following effect :

—

Berkshire assented to the proposal,

April 16, 1805, (Stephen West,i Mode-

rator.) Brookfield did the same Feb-

ruary 12, 1805, (Ephraim Ward,2 Mod-

erator.) Hampshire Central " appro-

ved," (Enoch Hale being Scribe pro tern.)

Hampshire North "cordially appro-

ved," (Jonathan Grant, Scribe.) Ha-
verhill voted favorably May 17, 1805,

Stephen Peabody^ writing the answer.

1 Stephen West, D.D., was bom in Tolland, Ct.,

Nov. 13, 1735 ;
graduated at Yale College, 1755 ; stud-

ied theology with Rev. Timothy Woodbridge, of Hat-

field ; was Chaplain for more than six years at Hoosack

Fort ; accepted, in Nov. 1758, a proposal to succeed

Jonathan Edwards, in the Indian Mission at Stock-

bridge, and was ordained there June 15, 1759. In a

few years he gave up the Indian portion of his

charge, and confined himself to the increasing body

of English. He was dismissed Aug. 27, 1818, after

having had a colleague for nearly eight years. He
received the degree of D.D., from Dartmouth College,

in 1792, and was one of the original Trustees of Wil-

liams College. He died May 15, 1819. 504 persons

united with the Church during his pastorate.

2 Epheaim Ward was born in Newton, Ms., in

1741; grad. H. C, 1763; was ordained Pastor of the

Church in West Brookfield, Oct. 23, 1771, and died

March 19, 1818. " He was a plain, practical, evangel-

ical preacher."—Ward's Newton.

S Haverhill AESoeiation then covered a few towns

Mountain was unanimous in the same

direction, (Theodore Hinsdale, Modera-

tor.) Westford, meeting at Dracut,

(Paul Litchfield * being Moderator, and

Freegrace Reynolds ^ Scribe,) not only

approved the plan, but also suggested the

Assembly's Catechism as a proper platform-

Several Associations were undecided.

Plymouth, (Joseph Barker, ^ Scribe,)

did not sufficiently understand the object.

Salem, (May 15, 1805, Thomas Barnard,'

Scribe,) declined to express an opinion,

but appointed Dr. Cutler of Hamilton, a

delegate, for the sake of information.

Barnstable, (John Slmpkins,^ Mode-

rator,) was in favor of some plan to secure

a " uniform method of ecclesiastical gov-

ernment and discipline," but objected to

any attempt " to compel assent to any

creed or confession of faith of human de-

vising;" it joined the General Associa-

In New Hampshire
; Stephen Peabodt was minister

at Atkinson, N. H., where he was ordained Nov. 25,

1772. He died May 23, 1819.

4 Padl Litchfield was born in Scituate, Ms.,

March 12, 1752
;
grad. H. C, 1775; studied Divinity

with Dr. West, of Stockbridge ; was ordained Pastor

of the Church in Carlisle, Nov. 7, 1781, and died Nov.

5, 1827.

5 Freegrace Reynolds was born at Somers, Ct.,

Jan. 20, 1767; grad. Yale, 1787; studied Divinity

with Dr. Backus, of Somers ; was ordained Pastor of

the Church at Wilmington, Oct. 29, 1795 ; was dis-

missed June 9, 1830 ; was installed Pastor of the

Church in Leverett, Ms., Nov. 1832 ; resigned in

1839 ;
returned to Wilmington, and died there Dec.

8, 1854.—General Association Minutes..

6 Joseph Barker was born in Bradford Ct., Oct.

19, 1T51, being son of Joseph Barker; grad. Yale,

1771 ; was ordained in Middleboro', over the 1st

Church, Dec. 5, 1781 ; died July 25, 1815. Mr. Barker

took a lively interest in politics, and for one term or

more represented his District in the U. S. House of

Representatives.—Dr. Putnam's Hist. Sermons.

7 Thomas Barnard, D.D., was first Pastor of the

North Church, Salem, where he was ordained Jan.

13, 1733. He was a native of Newbury, born Feb. 5,

1748 ; was graduated at Harvard 1766 ; received the

degree of D J)., from Edinburgh, in 1794. He died

of apoplexy, Oct. 1, 1814.

8 John Simpkins was a native of Boston, Ms., born

in 1768
;
grad. Harvard, 1786 ; ordained at Brewster,

Ms., Oct. 19, 1791, and continued Pastor until 1831,

when he was dismissed ; he afterwards returned to

Boston. Mr. Simpkins never took a decided position

in the separation between the Ortiiodox and Unita-

rians, but towards the last of bis life, at least, leaned

toward the-- latter.
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tion, however, in 1821. Unity, meeting

Harvard, (Phinehas Whitney,^ Moder-

ator,) was undecided, though leaning to

the opposition, but intimated that some

modifications of the plan might prove ac-

ceptable.

On the other hand, four Associations

were decidedly opposed. Essex Middle
objected, (May 14, 1805, Joseph Dana,''

Moderator,) on the not unreasonable

ground that the churches ought to be re-

cognized and consulted in a matter con-

cerning religion. Marlboro', (Peter

Whitney, 3 of Northboro', Moderator,)

thought that such a body was uncalled

for, assigning as particular reasons for

1 Phinehas Whitney was born in Weston, Ms.,

April 24, 1740; grad. H. C, 1759; was ordained over

the 1st Church in Shirley, Ms., June 23, 1762, and

died Dec. 13, 1819. Mr. Whitney was three times

married : (1) to Miriam Willard, (2) to Lydia Bowes,

(3) widow Jane Garfield. He had ten children ; his

second son, Rev. Nicholas B. Whitney, born March

21, 1772; grad. H. C, 1793; was minister at Hing-

ham, and died in 1835.—N. E. Hist.-Gen. Reg.

2 Joseph Dana, D.D., son of Joseph and Mary

Dana, was born in Pomfret, Ct., Nov. 2, 1742
;
grad.

Yaje, 1760; studied theology with Rev. Mr. (after-

wards Dr.) Hart, of Preston, Ct. ; was ordained over

the South Church in Ipswich, Ms., Nov. 7, 1765.

He received the degree of D.D. from Harvard College,

in 1801. He died Nov. 16, 1827. The venerable

Rev. Dr. Dana, of Newburyport, is a son.

3 Petee Whitney, son of Rev. Aaron Whitney, of

Petersham, was born in Petersham, Sept. 6, 1744
;

grad. H. C, 1762 ; was ordained over the 1st Church

in Northboro', Nov. 4, 1767 ; he fell dead, as be was

crossing the threshold of his house, Feb. 29, 1816.

He was the author of a valuable History of Worces-

ter County. He married, March ll, 1768, Julia Lam-

bert^ of Reading, and had eleven children. His sec-

ond son, Peter, born in Northboro', Jan. 19, 1770,

grad. H. C, 1791 ; was ordained over the 1st Church,

Quincy, Feb. 5, 1800, and died March 3, 1813. Two
of Peter's sons became clergymen, viz : George, and

Frederick Augustus. George was bom at Quincy,

July 2, 1804
;
grad. H. C, 1824 ; was theologically

educated at Cambridge Divinity School ; was ordained

Pastor of the 2d Church in Roxbury, (now Rev. Mr.

Wilson's, in West Roxbury,) June 15, 1831, and in^

stalled associate Pastor with Rev. Dr. Thomas Gray,

at Jamaica Plain, Feb. 10, 1836. He married, Dec.

15, 1825, Ann Greenough, only daughter of Rev. Dr.

Gray, and died April 2, 1842 ; his widow, a highly

respected lady, still lives at Jamaica Plain ; Freder-

ick Augustus was born in Quincy, Sept. 13, 1812
;

grad. H. C, 1832; theologically educated at Cam-

bridge; was ordained Pastor of the 1st Church,

Brighton, Feb. 21, 1844.—N. E. Hist.-Gen. Register.

declining, (1) that the " Convention is

sufficient " to secure all the good results

contemplated, (2) that there might be

excited an unnecessary jealousy on the

part of the people against the clerg)-, and

(3) that if its object was to secure uni-

formity of creed, that was totally impossi-

ble. "Worcester, (Joseph Sumner,*

Moderator,) dissented unanimously, al-

leging (1) the impracticability of the plan,

on account of the " number," " distance,"

and " disagreement " of the clergy, (2)

that it was "dangerous to the peace and

liberty of Congregational Churches," by

reason of probable attempts to enforce

uniform " discipline," (3) that it would

" increase the jealousy of the people

against the body of the clergy," and (4)

that " the useful purposes contemplated

by the motion may be more effectually

answered under the influence of the Con-

vention of Ministers." Boston entered

into a long and labored argument in oppo-

sition to the plan, in a paper now existing

in its records, as well as in the copy com-

municated to the committee ; it was adopted

May 5, 1805 ; after expressing its approval

of the " sentiments in which the proposal

appears to have originated,"—in (quoting

from the letter addressed to them,) " that

the Christian harmony and friendly co-

operation of the ministers of the Gospel

are concerns of high mutual benefit, and

conduce generally to increase their useful-

ness in the church of God," they proceed

to express their disbelief in the efficacy of

the plan to promote either such harmony

or usefulness ; as to co-operation it con-

siders the annual Convention as " suffi-

cient for mutual encouragement and as-

sistance," the several Associations as high-

ly conducive to the improvement, solace

and incitement of individuals," and Ec-

* Joseph Sumner, D.D., son of Samuel and Eliza-

beth (Griffin) Sumner, was born in Pomfret, Ct., Jan.

19, 1740 ; was graduated at Yale College in 1759

;

D.D. at Harvard, 1814, and at Columbia ; ordained in

Shrewsbury Ms., June 23, 1762, and died Dec. 9,

1824. " During the period of sixty-two years," says

Rev. Aaron Bancroft, in his funeral sermon, " ho

was never absent from the stated communion of hia

Church."—Sumner Genealogy.
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clesiastical Councils, as a " profitable and

edifying communion " for ministers and

churches ; and while it would favor any-

suitable plan to increase these advantages,

yet considering " the state of religious

opinions," say they, " and the spirit and

circumstances of ^the times, we are led to

believe that no practicable plan of this

nature can be formed, and we are appre-

hensive that the proposed measure for pro-

moting harmony will be more likely to

interrupt it
;"—it thought that, by the dis-

cussion of doctrinal bases, there would re-

sult " an erection of barriers between

those who at present are not formally

separated, and the bonds of union would

be strengthened between those only who

are already sufficiently cemented." It

insists equally strongly that usefulness will

be impaired, rather than assisted, particu-

larly by the tendency to uphold j" human

standards of opinion," which might be so

active in creating prejudice against dis-

sentients, that there would be a " spirit of

uncharltableness and censorlousness pro-

duced, and the teachers of religion placed

under powerful temptations either to shun

declaring the whole counsel of God, or to

teach for doctrines the commandments of

men." The whole paper, while conceived

and expressed in a kind and courteous

spirit, yet clearly shows that the main ob-

stacle to a union, was their own departure

from the doctrinal views of the earlier

New England clergy, an obstacle of whose

existence the Boston Association was

evidently itself conscious. In addition to

the above, it is also known that Cam-
bridge and Mendon Associations dis-

sented, the latter on grounds which pre-

vented its union with the General Asso-

ciation up to 1841.

This effort through the Convention

appears to have had little effect, except

to have excited feelings of estrangement.

Certainly, it neither caused the Conven-

tion to become a General Association, nor

brought in additional District Associations.

We have seen that only five Associa-

tions were represented In 1804. At the

next session, held at Washington, June

26th, 1805, the number was still less

;

only three—Berkshire, Mountain, and

Hampshire North—appeared. Berkshire

was represented by Rev, Messrs. Ephraim

Judson, ^ and Alvan Hyde ;
^ Mountain

by Theodore Hinsdale and William J.

Baliantine ;
^ Hampshire North by Rufus

Wells * and Enoch Hale. Of its proceed-

ings neither records nor traditions exist.

Only the same three Associations were

represented the next year, 1806, at Hat-

field. At that meeting a change was

made in the rules ; such that the Secre-

taryship was for a three years' term, and

that the Secretary and the minister of the

place of meeting, be ex officio members,

their respective Associations retaining

their right to appoint the two delegates

allowed to each. This rule and this

method of representation, has continued

to the present time unchanged. Rev.

1 Ephraim Judson, son of Elnathan and Rebecca

Judson, was born in Woodbury, Ct., Dec. 5, 1737;

grad. Yale, 1763 ; studied theology with Rev. Dr.

Bellamy ; was ordained in Chelsea, (Norwich) Ct.,

Oct. 3, 1771 ; was dismissed Dec. 15, 1778 ; was settled

in Taunton, Ms., in 1780 ; resigned in 1789 ; was

settled in Sheffield, in May, 1791, and died Feb. 23,

.1813. " He was an able, sound, and faithful preach-

er. His labors were very much blessed. A number
of young men studied Diviuity with him." A por-

trait of him, with a full and interesting account, is

in Emery's valuable "Ministry of Taunton." His

brother, Adoniram, was father to the missionary of

that name.

2 Alvan Hyde, D.D., son of Joseph Hyde, was

born in Norwich, Ct., Feb. 2, 1768; grad. Dartmouth,

1788 ; studied theology with Rev. Mr. (afterwards

Dr.) Backus, at Somers ; was ordained at Lee, Ms.,

June 6, 1792 ; married, April 1793, Lucy, daughter

of Benj. Fessenden, of Sandwich ; D.D,, Dartmouth,

1812 ; died Dec. 4, 1833. During his ministry, 704

persons united with the Church in Lee. " Dr. Hyde
belonged to the old school of New England Theol-

ogy." " Without calling any man master, he believed

in the Westminster Catechism." " A model of plain,

direct, common sense preaching." " Solemn, grave,

and correct."

3 WiLllAM G. Ballantine was born in Westfleld,

Ms.,; grad H. C, 1771; studied Divinity with Rev.

Dr. Parsons, of Amherst ; was ordained Pastor of the

Church in Weshington, Ms., June 15, 1774, and died

Nov. 20, 1820.

4 RuFUS Wells was born in Deerfleld, Ms., in

1764 ; settled at Whately, Sept. 25, 1771, and died

Nov. 8, 1834, " He was esteemed a useful minister,"
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Enocli Hale was re-appointed Secretary,

which office he held to the great satisfac-

tion of the body, until in 1824 he declined

a reelection.

In 1807, June 24, the General Associa-

tion met at Windsor. Six Associations

were present. Berkshire sent Kevs. Dr.

Stephen "West and Ebenezer Fitch ;
^

Mountain, Theodore Hinsdale and James

Briggs ;
^ Hampshire Xorth, Josiah Spald-

ing;^ Hampshire Central, Rufus Wells

and Joel Hayes ;
* Worcester South, Sam-

uel Austin

;

'" Essex Middle, Samuel

1 EBE^'EZEK Fitch, D.D., was at this time Presi-

dent of Williams College. Born in Xorwich, Ct.,

Sept. 26, 1756, being son of Jabez and Lydia (Hunt-

ington) Fitch
;
grad. Tale, 1777 : from 17S0 to 17S3,

Tutor in Yale College ; engaged in business In 1783,

vrith Henry Daggett, of Xew Haven , which proTed

unsuccessful ; Tutor again, and Librarian from 17S6

to 1791 : made a public profession of religion in May
1787 ; in Oct. 1791, entered on the duties of Precep-

tor of an Academy at Williamstown, Ms., which in

June 1793, became a College, of which he was the

first President : resigned May 1515. June 17, 1795,

he had been " ordained to the work of the ministry,"

" by the Berkshire Association." In the autumn of

1815, he became Pastor of [the Presbyterian Church

in West Bloomfield, X. T. ; resigned Xov. 1S27, and

died March 21, 1833.—(See Sprague.)

2 Jasies Beiggs was born in Xewton. Ms., Jan. 18,

1746 ;
grad. Yale, 1775 ; ordained Pastor of the

Churchjn Cummington, Ms., July 7, 1779, where he

had been preaching for several years previous ; died

Dec. 7. 1825. He '• was a very useful and respecta-

ble minister." When he was settled, the town voted

to give him 200 acres of good land and £6<3 (estimated

by rye at 3s. -Id. a bushel.) for 'settlement," and .£50

salary, to be increased by £5 a year till it reached

£60, estimated by rye, as above ; by beef at 20d. a

pound, and flax at 8d. a pound.

3 Josiah Spalbisg was born in Plainfield, Ct.,

Jan. 10. 1751 ; grad. Yale, 1778 ; ordained at Tx-

bridge, Sept. 11, 1782 ; dismissed Oct. 28, 17S7 ; was

Installed in Washington, Aug. 1783 : after dismission

he was installed in Buckiand in 1794, where he died.

May 8, 1S23. '• He was a fcdthful preacher, and of

evangelical sentiments. His name is cherished with

much respect."

4 Joel Hates was bom in 1754 ; was settled in

South Hadley, Ms., Oct. 23, 1782,; as colleague Pas-

tor with Rev. John Woodbridge, and became sole

Pastor the nextjyear; died July 1827. '• He was a

man of kind_feelings. and in the pulpit was remark-

able for ' great'plainness of speech.' He was a firm

believer in the doctrines of grace, and did not hesi-

tate to preach them with boldness."

5 Samtel^Acsiis, D.D., one of the prime movers

in the formation of the General Association, was of

Worcester ; he was bom in Xew Haven, Ct., Oct. 7,

Spring ' and Isaac Braman ;" Enoch Hale,

as Secretary-, and Gordon Dorrance,^ min-

ister of the place, were also members. It

will be seen that Essex Middle (now exist-

ing as Essex Xorth, 9 7 years old,) and Wor-

cester South (now extinct,) were present

for the first time. Rev. Dr. West was

Moderator, and Rev. Samuel Austin,

Scribe, the business of the Scribe being

then, as now, to record the proceedings of

the session and place them in the hands

of the Secretary. The proceedings of

that session were, in part, published in the

Panoplist ; either in that form or in a

separate pamphlet their publication has

since been continued, and affords excel-

lent data for recording its history, al-

though not even the body itself has a com-

plete set of its Minutes. In connection

with this publication in the Panoplist, was

1760 : was in his youth soldier in the army, as sub-

stitute for his father : commenced the study of law,

but entered College, and grad. at Yale, 1783 : com-

menced his theological studies with Rev. Dr. Jona-

than Edwards; was ordained in New Haven, (Fair-

haven Society,) Nov. 9, 1756 ; resigned three years

afterwards ; was installed Sept. 29, 1790, over the

1st Church in Worcester ; D.D. at Williams, 1807 ; in

July 1815, President of the University of Vermont,

where he remained about six years ; he was pastor

of a Church in Newport, R. I., for four years, but

resigned it, and never again settled ; he died in the

family of his nephew. Rev. Samuel H. Riddel, then

of Glastonbury, Ct , Dec. 4, ISSO. " His piety was

habitual and ardent, deep and discriminating."

" The topics on which he delighted most to dwell

were the benevolence, the sovereignty, and the glory

of God ; the great system of redemption ; the char-

acter of Christ, and his sufferings, with their exten-

sive result on the universe, and especially in the

sanctification and salvation of his chosen people."

—

(See Sprague's Annals.)

6 Samtel Speisg, D.D., the venerated Pastor at

Newburyport, so instrumental in the establishment

of Andover Theological Seminary. Born at North-

bridge, Feb. 27; 1746; grad. College New Jersey,

1771 ; ordained Aug. 6, 1777 ;
died March 4, 1819.

" Isaac Brasias still survives, the sole remaining

member of that session, and is still the pastor (now

senior,) of the Church in Georgetown, Ms., where he

was ordained June 7, 1797. He was bom in Norton,

July 5; 1770
;
grad. H. C, 1794.

S GoEDOs DoEKAXCE was bom in Sterling, Ct.,;

grad. Dartmouth, 1786 ; studied theology with Rev.

Dr. Levi Hart, of N. Preston, (now Griswold) Ct.

;

ordained Pastor of the Church in Windsor, Ms., July

1, 1795 ; was dismissed July 15, 1834 ;
and died in

Attica, N. Y., where he resided with his son.
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issued a statement of the plan and object

of the organization, from which quota-

tions have already been made.

In consequence either of the statement

in the Panoplist, or of the writing of the

Secretary to various Associations inviting

their presence, we find that at the session

in Worcester, on the last Wednesday in

June, 1808, several new Associations were

represented. In addition to Berkshire,

Mountain, Hampshire Central, (the old

Hampshire Xorth under a new title.)

Worcester South, and Westminster, we

find Hampshire Xorth (a new body which

took the name dropped by the old Hamp-
shire Xorth, and which is now Franklin,)

and Haverhill ; several gentlemen were

also present who were invited to sit as

honorary members, viz : Reverends Jo-

seph Pope ^ and Zephaniah S. Moore * of

Brookfield Association, Samuel Steams*

and Joseph Chickering, of Andover As-

sociation, and Samuel Worcester * of Sa-

lem Ministerial Conference, a body in

1 Joseph Pops was born in Brooklyn, Ct., in I'iS

;

grad. H. C. 1770; was settled in Spencer, Ms., Oct.

20, 1773, and continued " a respectable and useful

minister, until Nov. 1S18, when he was seized with a

paralj'sis, af:er which he survived more than seven

years unable to perform any of5cial duties " He died

March 8. 1826.

2 Zephasiah S. Mooee, D. D., afterwards Profes-

sor of Languages in Dartmouth College, still later

President of Williams . College, and subsequently,

President of Amherst College, was at this time pastor

of the Church in Leicester, where he was ordained

June 10, 1798. Bom in Palmer, Me., Nov. 20, 1770,

died June 25, 1S23.

3 Samuel Stearns was Minister of Bedford. Son

of Rev. Josiah Stearns, of Epping, N. H., he was

born April 8, 1770 ;
grad. H. C, 17&4 ; studied The-

ology under the care of Kev. Jonathan French, of

Andover (whose daughter Abigail he married:) was

ordained in Bradford, April 27, 1795, and continued

the pastor, with great faithfulnes and success, until

his death, Dec. 26, 1834. Eev. Dr. W. A. Stearns,

President of Amherst College, is his son.

4 Samuel Wobcesier, D.D , was then of Salem.

Foremost in every good work,—the General Associa-

tion were fortunate in obtaining his support. Born

in HoUis, N. H , Nov. 1, 1770: grad. Dartmouth, 1795
;

was ordained at Fitchburg, Ms., Sept. 27, 1797 ; was

dismissed Sept. 8, 1802 ; was installed pastor of the

Tabernacle Church, Salem, April 20, 1803 ; and died

at Brainard. Tenn., June 7, 1821. Full and interest-

ing details of this good and eminent man are pre-

served in the life of Dr. Worcester, by his son, Bev.

which the Orthordox portion of the min-

isters of that vicinity had the preponder-

ance, but which never joined the General

Association, and which disbanded when
the opposite majority in the Salem Asso-

ciation was reversed by gradual acces-

sions. Rev. Joseph Lee presided at this

session ; Rev. Alvan Hyde was Scribe,

and Rev. Asahel Huntington* preached

the public lecture, from Acts, ii : 42 :

" And they continued steadfast in the

Apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in

breaking of bread and prayer." Steps

were taken to form a connection with the

General Association of Connecticut, by

sending Drs. Lyman and Austin as dele-

gates to that body. Several Associations

from the eastern part of the State hav-

ing now been Induced to come in, the ses-

sion of 1809 was held at Xewburj-port,

June 28, at the house of Rev. Dr. Spring,

to which, other eastern Associations sent

delegates simply to obtain Information

;

these were Salem, Salem Ministerial Con-

ference, and Cambridge ; the latter two

never united with this body ; the former

one did at the next session. Dr. Lyman
was moderator, Leonard Woods, Scribe,

and Dr. Austin preached the sermon. At

this session two delegates appeared from

Connecticut and articles of correspond-

ence agreed upon, which are still in force,

with the exception of that proviso winch

gave the delegates the right of voting in

the body to which they were sent. Rules

were also adopted regulating the annual

meeting of the Association. And it is a

fact worthy of note, that while slight mod-

ifications have from time to time been

made in the language or purport of the

Rules, to put them in better working or-

der, no changes have thus far been made

affecting the purposes, plans, or general

Samuel M. Worcester, D.D.; a work which is one of

the richest contributions to our eccleasistical history.

o Asahel Uoilxgiox was born in Franklin, Ct.,

March 17, 1761
;
grad. Dart. 17S6 ;

ordained in Tops-

field, Ms., Nov. 12, 1789 ; died AprU 22, 1813. " A
successful and useful ministry."' "Discriminating

and faithful." Elisha Huntington, M.D., of Lowell,

and Asahel Huntington, Esq., of Salem, are sons.
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characteristics of this body ; for substance,

the existing rules are but the develope-

ment of the plans made half a century

ago. The next year, llWA, the Associa-

tion met at Bradford, June 27. Hamp-

shire South (afterwards Hampden and

now the two Hampdens,) and Salem,

(now Essex South,) appear for the first

time. This meeting was also noted for

two matters of importance ; one, the

chanofe from the original article which

had read that the doctrines of the Cate-

chism " be considered as the basis of the

union of our churches," to phraseology

which dropped allusion to the churches

and thus no longer appeared to represent

or control what had no connection what-

ever with the General Association, which

being exclusively a clerical body and rep-

resenting exclusively clerical bodies, had

nothing to do with the churches ; this

however, did not pass without a good deal

of debate, although approved by the dis-

trict Associations. The second important

event at this session was one which al-

though somewhat transcending the de-

clared purposes of the General Associa-

tion, was yet a blessed one for the woi4d,

the organization of the American Board

of Commissioners for Foreign Missions.

The record in relation to the latter

matter reads thus : " Messrs. Adoniram

Judson, Jr., Samuel Nott, Jr., Samuel

J. Mills, and Samuel Newell, members

of the Divinity College, [i. e., Andover

Theological Seminary,] were introduced

and presented a paper with their names

subscribed, on the subject of a mission to

the heathen. After hearing the young

gentlemen, the business was committed to

the Rev. Messrs. Spring, Worcester, and

Hale ; who reported resolves for institut-

ing a Board of Commissioners of Foreign

Missions, to consist of nine members, all

in the first instance to be chosen by the

General Association, and afterwards an-

nually, five of them by this body and four

by the General Association of Connecti-

cut.

" The Report was unanimously accept-

ed. The General Association proceeded to

institute a Board of Commissioners, and

made choice of the following gentlemen as

members : His Excellency, John Tread-

well, Esq., Rev. Dr. Timothy Dwight,

Gen. Jedediah Huntington, and Rev.

Calvin Chapin, of Connecticut ; Rev. Dr.

Joseph Lyman, Rev. Dr. Samuel Spring,

AVm. Bartlett, Esq., Rev. Samuel Worces-

ter, and Dea. Samuel H. Walley, of Mas-

sachusetts. Measures were provided for

calling the first meeting of the Board."

So sunple and unpretending is the

record of the foundation of a Society

which has done more to honor the Ameri-

can name than any other instrumentality,

and which is still more precious to Ameri-

can Christians in that its hundreds of

laborers are carrying the light of the Gos-

pel of Christ to the darkened nations of

the earth, in that it was the pioneer of

American Missions, and in that it has not

turned aside, for its life of near half a

century, from the simple purpose of

preaching the Gospel to a dying world.

It is a matter of interest to know who

were present at that session. They were

Levi White ^ and Nathaniel Turner,^ from

Berkshire ; Benj. R. Woodbridge,^ from

Mountain ; John Emerson,* from Northern

1 Levi White was born in Randolph, Ms. ; was

graduated at Dartmouth, 1796 ; studied theology

with Dr. Burton, of Thetford, Vt.
;
was ordained

over the Church in Sandisfield, Ms., June 28, 1798

;

was dismissed March 7, 1832, and removed to Mich-

igan.

3 Nathaniel Turner was born in Norfolk, Ct.,

in 1771 ;
grad. Williams, 1798 ; studied theology

with Dr. Catliu ; was ordained over the Church in

New Marlboro, Ms., July 10, 1799, and died May 25,

1812.

3 Benj. R. Woodbridge was born in South Had-

ley, 1774
;
grad. Dartmouth, 1795 ; was ordained over

the Church in Norwich, Ms., Oct. 17, 1799 ; resigned

June 28, 1831, and returned to South Hadley, and

died in 1844.

4 John Emerson, son of Rev. Joseph Emerson,

was born in Maiden, Nov. 20, 1745; grad. H. C,

1764 ; was ordained at Conway, Ms., Dec. 21, 1769.

and died June 26, 1826. Mr. Emerson remarked, in

later years, that when he went to preach in Conway,

" it was literally ' John preaching in the wilder-

ness ;' " 58U persons were admitted to the Church

during his pastorate, and 1,037 of his people were

buried ; he had composed 3,500 sermons, and bap-
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Hampshire; Kufus Wells and Yinson

Gould,^ from Central Hampshire; John

Keep,^ from Southern Hampshire ; Thos.

Snell,' from Brookfield; Titus T. Bar-

ton,* and Joseph Goffe,* from Worcester

South ; Humphrey C. Perley * and Sam-

uel Mead/ from Haverhill; Ebenezer

tlzed 1,219 children. " He was a faithful and evan-

gelical preacher," and devotedly prayerful.

1 Vinson Gould was born in Sharon, Ct., in

1771; grad. Williams, 1797 ; studied theology with

Dr. Backus, of Somers ; was Tutor in V/illiams Col-

lege from 1799 to 1801 ; ordained over the Church in

Southampton, Ms., Aug. 27, ISOl ;
dismissed Jan. 5,

1S32 ; was installed first pastor of the Trinitarian

Church in Bernardston, (a secession from the old

Church,) Oct. 30, 1833; resigned Dec. 21, 1836, and

removed to Southampton, and died in 1S41,

2 John Keep was minister at Blandford ; born in

Longmeadow, Ms., 1781 ;
grad. Yale, 1802 ; studied

theology with Kev. Asahel Hooker, of Goshen, Ct.

;

was ordained in 1805 ; he was afterwards settled at

Homer, N. Y. ; was subseqaently agent of Am. Edu-

cation Society ; was settled as pastor of a Presbyte-

rian Church in Cleveland, Ohio, May 1, 1835.

3 Thomas Snell, D. D., a native of Cummington,

grad. Dartmouth, 1795 ; was ordained at North

Brookfield, June 27, 1798, where he still remains, as

the venerable senior pastor. He was the second Sec-

retary of the Association, succeeding Kev. Enoch

Hale in 1824, and serving for twenty-five years, when,

in 1850, he declined a re-election, and received the

thanks of the body for his faithful services. He re-

ceived the degree of D.D. from Amherst College in

1828.

4 TiTDS T. Bakton was born in Granby, Ms., in

1765
;
grad. Dartmouth, 1790 ; ordained as colleague

over the Church in Tewksbury, Ms., Oct. 11, 1792
j

dismissed May 19, 1803 ; installed at Fitchburg,

March 11, 1804 ; resigned Feb. 26, 1813 ; removed to

Hilham, Overton Co., Tenn,
;
preached occasionally

;

removed, in the autumn of 1827, with the design of

Bettling in Jackson, 111., but died very .suddenly, on

hisjourney, Oct. 31, 1827, shortly after crossing the

Ohio river.

5 Joseph Goffb was born in Bedford, N; H., in

1767 ;
grad. Dartmouth, 1791 ; was ordained over the

Church in Millbury, Ms,, Sept. 10, 1794, resigned

Dec. 8, 1830 ; removed to Boston for some years, and

then returned to Millbury, and died in 1846;

6 HuMPHREi C. Perley was born in Boxford, Ms;,

Dec. 24, 1761
;
grad. Dartmouth, 1791 ; ordained over

the 1st Church in Methuen, Dec. 2, 1795 ; resigned

May 24, 1815; was installed over the 2d Church in

Beverly, Dec. 2, 1818 ; resigned June 13, 1821 ; he

died in 1838.

7 Samuel Mead was born in Rochester, Ms., Dec.

18,1764; grad. Brown, 1788; studied theology with

Rev. Ephrairn Judson, of Taunton ; ordained over

the 2d Church in Danvers, (now the Church in South

Danvers,) Jan. 8, 1794; resigned Jan. 1803 ; was in-

stalled over the 2d Church in Amesbury, June 6,

Dutch* and Thomas Holt, from Essex

Middle ; Manasseh Cutler ^ and Samuel

Worcester from Salem; Salmon Cone

and Evan Johns, from Connecticut

;

Enoch Hale, as Secretary, and Jonathan

AUen,^" minister of the Parish ; Rev. Sam-

uel Spring, D.D., Dr. Pearson, "late Pro-

fessor," and Rev. Messrs. Morrison and

Dana, Presbyterians, were made honor-

ary members.

Of this number it is easy to perceive

who were governing spirits. While the

missionary purpose originated in other

minds, the plan adopted by the General

Association seems to have a clear parent-

age. " On the 25th of June, 1810," says

Dr. Worcester, " serious deliberation, at-

tended with fervent prayer, was held at

Andover, relative to the burning desire of

three or four theological students there, to

be employed as missionaries to the hea-

then. The result was, to refer the mo-

mentous question to the General Associa-

tion of Massachusetts. The next day,

Dr. Spring took a seat in my chaise, and

rode, with me to Bradford, where the Gen-

eral Association was to convene. In the

conversation on the way, the first idea, I

believe, of the American Board of Com-
missioners for Foreign Missions was sud--

gested ;—the form, the number of mem-

1804, and died March 28, 1818, " at Cambridge,
where he was a patient, afflicted with insanity."

8 Ebenezer Dutch was born in Ipswich, Ms., in

1751 ;
grad. Brown, 1776 ; was ordained over the 2d

Church in Bradford, (now Dr. Perry's in Groveland.)

Nov. 17, 1779, and died Aug. 4, 1813.

9 Manasseh Cutler, L.L.D., was minister at Ham-
ilton (then Ipswich Hamlet.) Born in Killingly, Ct.,

May 28, 1742
;
grad Yale, 1765 ; was admitted to the

bar, but by and by determined to study theology
;

was ordained at Hamilton, Sept. 11, 1771 ; was Chap-
lain in the Revolutionary army through two cam-
paigns

;
was offered, by Washington, a commission

as Judge of the U. S. Court for N. W. Territory, but
declined ; was elected to Congress in 1800, and again

In 1802; L.L.D, Yale, 1789; member of Acad, of

Arts and Sciences, of the Philosophical Society, Phil-

adelphia, and of various other literary societies. He
died July 28, 1823.—(See Sprague's Annals.)

10 Jonathan Allen was born in Braintree, Ms.,

was graduated at Harvard, 1774 ; studied theology

with Rev. Ephrairn Judson, of Taunton ; was or-

dained over the 1st Church in Bradford, June 8,

1781 ; died March 6, 1827.



48 The Massachusetts General Association. [Jan.

bers, and the name, were proposed. On
the 27th, the question came before the

Association, and the report of the Com-

mittee, which was adopted by that body,

was the substance of the result of the con-

versation in the chaise." (Life, 11: 106.)

Messrs. Spring, Worcester and Hale were

the Committee alluded to.

Doubtless the members of the body at

that session hardly knew the importance

of the step which was then taken, even

for its members. Its tendency was to

bring the General Association into notice

as an active force for the promotion of re-

ligion. Hitherto it had struggled for ex-

istence. From this time it became more

prominent. The friends of orthodoxy

recognized the men engaged in it, and

soon came to regard it as a centre of

union. One by one all the outside Asso-

ciations which held orthodox views, came

into union with it ; Union (now Norfolk)

in 1811 ; Unity (now extinct) in 1816
;

Old Colony in 1820; "Worcester North in

1821 ; Andover (the former Wilmington,)

Barnstable (now divided into Brewster

and Vineyard Sound,) and Suffolk (now

Suffolk North and Suffolk South,) in

1823; Worcester Central in 1825; Har-

mony in 1826; Taunton in 1827; Mid-

dlesex Union in 1828 ; Middlesex South

and Pilgrim in 1830 ; Woburn in 1835

Mendon, after a long and stubborn refu

sal, in 1841 ; Hampshire East in 1842

Bridgewater in 1850 ; and Salem in 1851

while there has gone out of it, Westmin-

ster, now a Unitarian body under the

name of Worcester West ; and in 1858,

Bridgewater and Pilgrim united in one

to appear under the venerable name of

Plymouth. The last of the old orthodox

Associations to come in, was Mendon. It

had refused in 1803, in 1804, and 1807;

there the matter rested until 1841, when

a vote of union was passed. The prin-

ciple reason for this long delay was defer-

ence to Dr. Emmons, whose sentiment

was, " Associationism leads to Consocia-

tionism ; Consociationism leads to Presby-

terianism ; Presbyterianism leads to Epis-

copacy ; Episcopacy leads to Roman Ca-

tholicism; and Roman Catholicism is an

ultimate fact."

The ^uasi-ecclesiastical relations of the

General Association with other bodies,

were gradually perfected. In 1809, it

entered into "correspondence," exchang-

ing delegates with the General Associa-

tions of Connecticut and New Hampshire

;

in 1811, the General Assembly of the

Presbyterian Church, continuing the cor-

respondence with both branches, after the

disruption of that body, until 1856, when

that with the Old School body was drop-

ped by mutual consent ; in 1812, the Gen-

eral Convention of Vermont; in 1821,

the Evangelical Consociation of Rhode

Island; in 1835, the General Association

of New York; in 1843, the General As-

sociation of Michigan; in 1844, the Con-

gregational Union of England and Wales

;

in 1845, the General Convention of Wis-

consin, and the Congregational Union of

Canada East (now Canada;) in 1846,

the General Association of Iowa; in

1849, the Association of Oregon, after-

wards the General Association of Oregon

and California, since 1856 divided into

two General Associations ; in 1855, the

General Conference of Ohio; in 1857,

the General Associations of Kansas and

Minnesota; in 1858, the Congregational

Association of Nebraska.

In addition to the foregoing relations,

there was broached, in 1818, a project to

unite aU the General Associations of

New England by means of a " Committee

of Union" into one general organization.

This plan originated with the General

Association of Connecticut. Drs. Wor-

cester and Hyde, and Rev. Thomas Snell,"

were deputed by the General Association

to meet delegates from the other bodies at

Northampton, Oct. 3, 1818 ; they reported

the next year in favor of the plan, and

that a " Committee of Union" meet an-

nually on the 3d Wednesday of October.

This report was adopted. The new or-

ganization had its first session at the house

of Rev. Abel Flint, D. D., Hartford ; it
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was composed of Drs. Flint and L}Taan

Beecher for Connecticut, and Dr. Hyde
and Rev. Mr. Snell for Massachusetts ; it

appeared that New Hampshire and Ver-

mont declined the union, but the body

proceeded to business ; Dr. Hj^de was

chairman and Dr. Flint, Scribe ; Dr.

Hyde preached ; a two days' session was

held ; Dr. Beecher was appointed to

preach at the session of the next year

;

but in 1821, the " Committee of Union"

recommended its own dissolution ; the

recommendation was adopted, and the

project, soon generally forgotten, but

which, had it succeeded would have

essentially united all our Congregational

Associations into one compact body and

changed our whole polity, came to an un-

regretted end.

So, also, did another ecclesiastical pro-

ject expire in its birth, but not without

crippling the General Association itself.

It came up in the shape of appointing

a conunittee, in 1814, to examine "into

the history of" " an ancient document"

found among the papers of Cotton Math-

er, which contains an " answer to the

question, what further steps are to be ta-

ken that councils may have due constitu-

tion and efficacy ;" the Committee were

also to consider " the expediency of a re-

commendation by this body of the plan

of discipline there proposed." " Rev. Jed-

ediah Morse, D.D., Rev. Samuel Austin,

D.D., Rev. Leonard Woods, D.D., Rev.

Samuel Worcester, D.D., Rev. Enoch

Hale, Rev. Joseph Lyman, D.D., and the

Rev. Timothy M. Cooley" were the Com-

mittee ; they reported in an elaborate pa-

per, in 1815, not recommending the pro-

posals (which are the same as printed in

Wise's Churches' Quarrel Espoused,) but

proposing the establishment of Consocia-

tions. The General Association, after full

discussion ordered the reports to be print-

ed for public information, and the subject

to be called up at the next session. It

was done ; and although the evils grow-

ing out of the disjointed fellowship of the

churches in that time of doctrinal tribula-

tion had doubtless suggested the plan,

yet in 1816, all this body dared to do

was to say that " they believe that the

Report .... accords in its general princi-

ples, with the examples and precepts of

the New Testament" and that they had

no objection to the organization of the

Consociations wherever the ministers and

churches were inclined that way ; and

even this qualified approbation lost sev-

eral Associations and gave countenance

to the assertions of those who looked upon

that body as covertly intending a system

of ecclesiastical jurisdiction. Of the for-

midable powers sought to be conferred on

Consociations, of the steadfastness with

which the churches resisted the usurpa-

tion, and of the cotemporary literature

thereby brought out, (some of which is in

the writer's possession,) a further account

may be given at a future period.

Another work of the General Associa-

tion was the organization of the Domestic

Missionary Society-. This, organized in

1818, was the result of the struggle of the

evangelical churches for existence. The
General Association organized that body,

with a constitution providing that it be

constituted ofthe General Association, and

of other members by subscription or elec-

tion,—the Moderator and Scribe of the

latter to hold the same position in the

former, and that its object be confined to

Massachusetts Proper.^ There was al-

ready a Society, the " ]\Iassachusetts Mis-

sionary Society," in existence ; but by its

charter, it could disburse no funds in this

State ; hence the necessity of a Society

attending to waste places at home—

a

work which is now properly demanding

still greater attention than it has receiv-

ed. The new body and the old Society

united (by legal permission,) in 1827,

when it was agreed that the united organ-

ization should be represented by two del-

egates in the General Association.

The meetings, temporary aifairs, and

preachers of the General Association at

its various sessions, have been as follows

:

1 " Massachusetts Proper " was exclusive of Maine.
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The standing offices of the Genercil As-

sociation are, that of Secretary (iacluding

Treasui'ership,) who preserves the records

and documents ; and Statistical Secretary,

the latter having exclusive charge of the

annual collection and publishing of the

statistics of the churches ; the term of

office of each is three years. The Mode-

rator, Scribe, and Assistant Scribe, are

chosen only for one session.

The standing offices have been filled

as foUows

:

Secretary.

ExocH Hale,^ Westhampton, 1804

—

1824.

Thomas Sxell, D. D.,^ North Brook-

field, 1824—1850.

Emerson Davis, - D. D., Westfield,

1850—1858.

Alonzo H. Quint, Jamaica Plain,

1858—
Each of the past Secretaries left office

by dechning a re-election.

Statistical Secretary.

AxoNzo H. Quint, Jamaica Plain,

1856—

It were useless to detaU the transac-

tions of the General Association year by

year. It has met fifty-sLs times, in Chris-

tian brotherhood, for the weU-being of the

Cause ; has had its sermons, its prayers,

and its conferences, which have left their

mark on the^ piety of the day. In addi-

tion to these—the most valuable of its ex-

ercises—and to its prominent operations

already noticed, the General Association

1 Enoch Hale, is noticed on page 39, and Dr.

Snell, on page 47.

2 Emeeson Davis, D. D. was born in Ware, Ms.,

July 15, 1798 ;
grad.Williams, 1821 ; studied theology

with. Dr. Griffin, while perfoming the duties of Tutor

in Williams College ; was licensed to preach by the

Berkshire Association, Feb. 1824 ; was preceptor of

Westfield Academy until Peb. 1836 ; was ordained

pastor of the 1st church in Westfield, June 1, 1836,

which position he still occupies ; received the degree

of D.D., from Harvard College, in 1847. Dr. Davis was

appointed a member of the Massachusetts Board of

Education at its establishment in 1836, and went out

in two years by the expiration of his term ; he was

reappointed in 1848 and served the full term of eight

years. He has been one of the Trustees of 'Williams

College, since 1833.

has vigorously and perseveringly " re-

solved " on the main moral questions of

current interest

:

On African Education, In 1824 and

'31
; on the A. B. C. F. M., in its com-

mencement, and repeatedly afterwards

;

on Bible distribution, in 1829, '30, '32 '34,

'40, '42, and '47; on Biblical knowledge

and Sabbath School interests, In 1817, '19,

'24, '27, '30, '31, '34, '37, '42, '44, '45, and

'51 ; on Charity (religious,) In 1821, '51,

'52 and '56 ; on Colonization (African,)

1819, '24, '29, '30, '32, '36, and '47; on

Common Schools, in 1849 ; on Education

Societies, in 1833, '35, and '51
; on Home

Mssions, in 1829, '32, '33, '37, '39, '55,

'57, and '58
; on Infant Baptism, in 1853,

'55, and '57
; on Itinerant Evangelists, In

1836 ; IMInlsterial Charges, in 1852 and

'53
; on Moral Reform in 1833 ; on Na-

tional Congregational Convention in 1852;

on Peace In 1835, '36, '42, '46, '47, and

'53 ; on Popery, in 1834 and '42
; on

Psalmody, in 1820, '45, '46, '56, and '57;

on the Sabbath, In 1815-'17, '24, '25, '28,

'30, '31, '33, '39, '41-'43, '48, and '53
; on

the Seamen's Cause, In 1831, '32, and

'37; on Slaverj^, in 1834, '37, and in

every year from 1841 to 1858, excepting

1844 and 1852 ; on Temperance, In 1813,

'27, '30—'33, '34, '35, '41, '42, '47, '52, '57,

and '58 ; on Tobacco, In 1833 ; on Tract

operations, In 1816, '34, '36 and '58
; on

Western Education, In 1831, '35, '45, and

'58. It commended Amherst College In

1842; GranvIUe Female Seminary in

1836, and Mt. Holyokeiu 1835 ; Williams

College in 1842 ; the Boston Recorder in

1834 ; the Christian Alliance in 1845 and

'48 ; the Congregational Library Associa-

tion in 1853, '54, and '97 ; the Hartford

Deaf and Dumb Asylum in 1818; the

Doctrinal Book and Tract Society (now

Congregational Board of Publication,) In

1851 and '53
; the Foreign Evangelical

Society in 1838, '39, '43, '44, '47 and

'48
; a Southern Theological Seminary

;

Wilbur's New Testament in 1824; and

has attended to the wants of Ireland

(1848,) the Jews, (1846,) Nebraska
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(1854,) and Kansas (1855.) If, how-

ever, any one wishes to trace these vari-

rious resolutions, he will encounter the

obstacle arising from the fact that the

earUest records exist only in a com-

pilation made in 1816, and that no com-

plete set of the annual publications of this

body is known to exist.

Statistics have also been prominent in

the action of the General Association.

The first published bear date of 1819,

though signs of their appearance had been

threatening for several years. They have

been continued since, forlorn in their ap-

pearance, deceptive in their statements,

and accompanied by melancholy com-

plaints, until, in 1856, a new system was

inaugurated, a statistical office estabfished,

and entire success accomplished.

As now constituted, the General Asso-

ciation meets on the 4th Tuesday of June

annually, in each Association in turn ; it

is an exclusively clerical body, composed

of two delegates from each of twenty-

seven district Associations, the Secretary,

the Statistical Secretary, the clergyman

of the place of meeting, and two dele-

gates from the Massachusetts Home Mis-

sionary Society ; in addition, the preach-

ers of the two sermons, the chairmen of

all Committees attending to report, the

delegates from corresponding bodies, and

the delegates of the preceding year to

corresponding bodies, are admitted as

honorary members. The services include

a sermon on Home Missions, another

called the Associational, a service for the

benefit of the people of the place, a dis-

cussion on questions previously published,

salutations of delegates, reports from its

own delegates, the Lord's Supper, necessa-

ry business ; and cover parts of three days.
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General Assoclat ion of Massachusetts. U"fy,

Remarhi re^pcctirg the Christian:: four.d

in Malabari Jncntioaed in theJorego-

ing letter.

The iriformatloTi given iii this let-

tex- is very interesting-. We cannot

but hope tliat Providence has separat-

ed these Christians from the i-est of

the Christian world, for the purpose

of makinp^ them unsuspected deposi-

taries of important truth ; that i'rom

the mountains of Malaba.r new light

may arise for the confirmation of
Christian faith ; that tnanuscripts

will be discovered, wTiic.h will aflord

additional proof of tlie uncorrupted
preservation of the Scrijttures, and as-

s'ist in settling disputed passag'es of

the sacred text. Among a people so

long secluded in mountaiiis, sufficient

ti*aces we hope may be found of an-

cient usages and modes of thinking

to remove the obscurity in which some
parts of the New Testament are yet

invohed. Perhaps not only the sacred

writings, but other valuable woi'ks of

atitiquity may l>e found on this retired

Sf>dt. We are also anxious to know
"^aX views these Christians entertain

^•the leading doctrines of the gospel.

"Slit the letter is not particular

Plough to gratify the curiosity which
it excites.

We are not informed of the evi-

^uce on which it is supposed, that

tftese churches were planted in iVIala-

bar in tlie 4th cciitu.ry. It is probable

^hat they have some traditions re-

Sf;ecting- tlij£ir oa-igin ; and their reli-

gious customsTTiay help tof.xthe time

vvhen they were separated from the

g-reat body of Eastern Christians. It

is well known that in the beginning of

the 4th centuiy. Christians we7-e

cruelly persecuted in the Eastern

part of tlie Roman empire, uncler

Diocletian and Galerius. TJiis event

may have driven these churches into

the interior of India.

We learn from ecclesiastical histo-

rians, that the Nestorians, a numerous
sect of Christians, which arose in the

5th century, and which in two cen-

turies overspread the countries of the
T?„„4.

||jj|j(|gpf]-'~—1 Christianity very

and to this day, many
as they are commonly
ns of St. Thomas, are

ar. It may be suppos-

som^lMiat the churches mention-

letter are of ^this sect,

} the Nestorians *'have

been severely persecuted by the
Catholics at Gea." But it is presu-

med, tiiat our informant, who visited

the other churches in Malabar, and
wiio must have known the very obvi-

ous pecuMarities of the Nestorians,

could not have been deceived on this

point. If no traces of the Nestorian

controversy should be found in these

churches, this will be an argument of

tlieir great antiquity, since the

Nestorians after the Sth century

filled the countries nearest to Jndiaj

and penetrated India itself.

It is lioped that the missionaries int

India will feel interested in obtaining

ail possible Information respecting^

these Christians. They will natural-

ly direct their first attention to the

manu:;crlpts of the Syriac Bible ins

their possession. It is well known
thst the Old Syriac holds the highest

rank among the versions of Scripture-

Biblical criticism will receive great

assistance by a discovery of the state

of this version in the4Lh century.

Perhajjs further inquiry will disap-

point the hopes we have here ex-

pressed. Bat let it be observed, that

we have expressed not our belief, but

only our Ao/«« ; and where the heart

is interested, how natural is it to in-

dulge in hope !

GfeXERAL ASSOCIATION.

Had we not already expressed our sen-

timents at large on the subject of

the follov.ing paper, wo should have
had much to say on this occasion.

It is with peculiar pleasure we ob-

serve, that the reasons in favour of

a Gexeral Association in this

Conimonwealth have received so

much attention, and are more and
more satisfactory to those who can-

didly examine them. Late events

strengthen the hope, that the asso-

ciation will become general, and

that the important ends, contem-

plated by the friends of Zion, will

be accomplished. Several Associ-

ations, not represented at the l-ate

meeting at Windsor, are well known
to be friendly to the plan, and will

doubtless act in its favour before

the next meeting ; which, being^ap-

pointedin such a central place, will,

we trust, comprise a much larger

number of associations, than any

previous meeting. The objects of
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the General Association are so mo-
mentous, that we indulg-e the rea-

sonable expectation, that the min-

isters of Christ will actively and

seasonably jn-omnte it, and that all

the enlig-htened friends of evangel-

ical trutti will give it their counte-

nance and their prayers. We
gratefally receive, and gladly pub-

lish tiie following communication,

which presents the nature and de-

sign of the proposed union in the

most fair and unexceptionable ligiit,

and must do much towards solving-

the doubts and removing the diBi-

culties of every impartial inquirer.

Editors.

the gkxeral assoc! atiox of
massachusetts proper.

The disconnected state of the As-
ociations within chs hmits of tiiis ini-

rtant secti'^.i of Ne-.\- England ; the

fiftle acquaintance which its ministers

ha.ve with eacli other ; and the hope,

that by drawing closer the bonds of

union, the cause of truth might be

better promoted, suggested the expe-

diency of forming a General Associa-

tion.. A convention of ministers was
pSoposed to ascertain the general opin-

io on the subject. Delegates were
^bliosen accordingly by several Asso-
ciations, who met in Northampton,
Jaly, 18J2. They united in tlie opin-

ion, that it was exijedient that a Gen-
eral Association be formed. They
agreed " to admit as al-ticles of faith

the doctrines of Christianity, as tliey

ai"e generally,expres^red in t!ie Assem-
bly's Shorter Catechism, for the basis

of union and fellowship." On this

ground they recommended to tlie sev-

eral Associations, from which they
came, to choose two delegates to rep-

resent them, who should meet and
organize the General Association;
the door being left open for other As-
sociations to unite, if they should be
disjiosed.

The objects to be kept in view they
agreed should be, "to promote broth-
erly intercourse and harmon}', and
their mutual assistance, animation and
usefulness, as ministers of Christ ;

to obtain religious information relytive

to the state of their chtirches, and of
the Christian church in this couatry
and tlirough the world ; and to cooper-
ate with one another and with ether

Vol. III. No. 2. M

similar institutions, in the most eligi-'

ble manner for building up the cause
of truth and holiness."

U; on ;hese principle?, and embrac-
ing these objects, the Association was
formed, .and has proceeded. Annual
meetings have been holden. At this

time delegates from seven Associa-

tions are convened.* Harmony pre-

vails, and pleasing pros'iects of the in-

'

creasing utilitv of the Association are

presented. Infoniiat.ion is rcceivtd
from the members, that k considera-

ble number of the cr)ur<:heE m the
conrfxlon are in a prosperous state,

and to several, within two or three

years past, there have been large ad-
ditiop.s ; the Lord having been pleased
to accompany the means of instruct

tion with abundant influences of his

Hrily Spirit. In Hadley, Northamp-
ton, Southampton, Westhampton,
Easthampton, Wiliiamsburgh, Wil-
liamstown, Stockbridge, Sandlsfield,

Lee and Bradford several hundreds
have made public profession of relig-

ion. It is noticed with peculiar pleas-

ure, tiiat the very serious attention,

which has prevailed in V/illiamstown,
has been extended into the college,

and affords the churches a pleasing
prospect from the institution. It iS

also communicated that there are
hopeful appearances at the present
time in Cliarlemont, Hawley, and
several other places.

It is further stated, and thfe Associa-
tion deem it their duty to present the
unpleasant fact to tlie public eye, tha^
there is a tract of country of nearly
twenty miles square in the northern
part of the county of Berkshire, con-
taining seven towns, with a numerous
population, in v/hich theie is not one
settled Congregj'.tional minister ; and
t'-iat all those t )wns, Williamstown ex-
cepted, are in a condition which yields
no ration:il hopes, that !)y their own
eftiji'ts any of tiiem will be soon suppli-

ed with sonndievangelical teachers.
They are therefore earnestly recom-
mended to the attention of those
missionary Societies and Associa-
tions of ministers, which jsan most
conveniently afford tlierft that aid,

which iiiey so much need ; and the
rather because this region is neai'^'er

?*

* According to the present plan, tiua

delegates are chosen by each associa-

tion. EoiT^as.

^\

:^X^.
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liorac, than any other -which h;is been

the set-no of missionary labour. And
for encourag-enieiU, it is further stat-

ed, that w hen ministers have oc-

casion^iUy visited this almost forsaken

people, they ha\e been gratefully

received.

The General Association is found-

ed upon the pure princijiles of

CongTfg-ationalism. One desig-i\ of it

is to che)-ish, strengthen, and trans-

mit tlie^e principles. It wiioUy dis-

claims ecclesiastical power or a\ithori-

t)- over the churches, or the opinlnis

of individuals.

The objects of this Association be-

inj^ in no respect incompatibie with

tliose of the Convention of ministers

annually holden in Boston, no interfer-

ence between them is d( signed, or

can reasonably be apprehended.

Having- these views, the General

Association continue to invite their

brethren to unite with them in an

institution, so evidently promotive of

the all imjiortant interests of Chris-

tianity. And for their accommodation
it is hereby m)tihed, that the next

meeting of the General Association is

to be holden at the liouse of the Rev.

Sanuul Austin in Worcester, on the

last Wednesday in June next, at 9

o'clock, A.M.
STEPHEN WEST, Moderator

.

Attest, SAMUEL AUSTIN, Scribe.

Windsor, June 25, 1807.

For the Pynoplist.

Transcribed b\' Enoch Hale, Secretary.

Jt o.ss\
^'XT'-'ledgc: UM;

MASSACHl SETTS SOCIETY FOR PRO-
MOTING CHRISTIAN KNOWL-
EDGE.

E.\RLY in the year 130.3, a number
of gentlemen, among whom were his

Honor Samuel Phillips, Esq. late

Lieutenant Goveri\or of Massachu-
se.tts.anil the late Pi-ofessor Tappan,*
stimulated by " tlie success of indi-

viduals and of societies, in dissemi-

nating C.teistian knowledge by means
of reii^l^B^' Tracts and otherwise,

Avjr^nortccfd to confer together j-e-

itPf ' QH'the best means of pro-

,i,he same important object.

'•' These eminent men both died before

ih<: Society viasforvied^

Tlie residt of their consultations was
a persuasion, that the civil, moral, and
everlasting- interests of their fellow-

men itiight be essentiall}' promoted by
united and systematic exertions for

diffusing evangelical truth." Ac-
cordingly, on the first of September of
the } ear before mentioned, they asso-
ciated by the name of" The Massachu-
setts Society for promoting Chri.stian

Knowlctlge," and adopted a constitu-
tion for their government.^ They
have suu-ebeenincor])orated by anact
of the Comnionwe.-dth.

In the year 1804, this Society distri-

buted books in Massachusetts Proper,
in Rhode Island, Virginia, South-Car-
olina and Georgia, to the number of
6253, and in the year 1806, in a com-
pass a littli- more extended, to the
ntimberot 9174. Among the books
distributed are sever.nl of the works of
Dotldridge, Henry, Burder, Wilson,
Lalhrop, Vincent, I>eslie, &c.

l.\ future Nos. of the Panoplist, we
shall present our readers with inter-

esting extracts from some of the nu-
merous letters to the Directors of the
Society, from their agents to whom
books have been sent for distribution,

containing' strong approbation of the
design of their institution, and en-
couraging accou.nts of its usefulness.

It is with n\uch satisfaction we learn,

that an Institution of the same kind
with the a])ove has been lately formed
at Providence, in the State of Rhode
Island, by the name of " The Provi-
dence Association for promoting-
Christian Know ledge." In their ad-
dress, tliey say, " AV'ehave in view the
promotion of no interest separate from
that, which involves the highest liap-

pjnessofour fellow creatures. What-
ever be the religious sentiments, wliich

we individually embrace and advo-
cate, we are resolved to adojjt no
measures in our associated capacity,

wluih will favour one denomination of
Clu-istians, in preference to another..

In determining on books for distribu-

tion, we shall, agreeably to our consti-

tution, carefully avoid all such, as are

on points of controversy, and select

those only, that contain sentiment!} in

which all real Christians are cordially

united."

§ This Constitution ive shall publish

ai- large in afuture No, ofthePanoplint.
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UNITED STATES.
A MEETING of the General Asso-

ciation of Massachusetts Proper was
holden in Worcester, on the last

Wednesday in June, 1808.

The Rev. Joseph Lee was chosen
moderator, and Rev. Alvan Hyde
gcribe.

At this meeting- were present,

Rev. Jacob Catlin, Rev. Alvan
Hyde, from the Association in the

county of Berkshire.
Rev, Jonathan Nash, Rev. Isaiah

Waters, from the Mountain Associa-
tion.

Rev. Jonathan Grout, Rev. Joseph
Field, from the Northern Association
in Hampshire

Rev. Payson Williston, Rev. Elijah

Gridley , from the Central Association

in Hampshire.
Rev. Isaac Bailey, Rev. Joseph

GofiTe, from the Worcester South As-
sociation.

Rev. Joseph Lee, from the West-
minster Association.

Rev. Samuel Mead, Rev Jonathan
Allen, from the Haverhill Associa-

tion.

Rev. Asahel Huntington, Rev Isaac

Braman, from the Essex Middle As-
sociation.

Rev. Enoch Hale, as secretary of
the Association, and

Rev. Samuel Austin, d. d. the min-
ister of the parish.

Rev. Messrs Joseph Pope and Ze-
phaniah S. Moore, from the Brook-
field Association ; and Rev. Messrs.
Samuel Stearns and Joseph Chicker-
ing, from the Andover Association,

who were delegated to obtain infor-

mation respecting the nature and ob-

ject of the General Association, were
invited to sit as honorary membersj
and to act with the Associatiork at

this time.

Rev. Samuel Worcester, from the
Salem Ministerial Conference, was
invited to sit as an honorary member,
according to the tenor of the commu-
nication brought by him from that

body.

The moderator opened the meeting
with prayer.

It was then proposed, that the del-

egates from the several associations

present should give an account of
the state of morals and religion with-
in their limits, and that a committee
of three be appointed to take minutes
of the irfornrkation, with reference to

its publication.

Voted, That Dr. Austin and Rev.
Messrs Worcester and Hale be this

committee. The delegates then made
details, at some length, of the state

of religion in their respective connex-
ions. The hour appointed for public

worship having arrived, the Associa-

tion repaired to the meeting-house,
and Rev. Asahel Huntington preach-
ed from Acts ii. 42.

Voted, That it be recommended to

the respective associations, represent-

ed in the General Association, to fur-

nish their delegates with a statement
of the number of pastors andcliurches
in their connexion, with the number
of members in each church, and in

future, an annual state of the addi-

tions, and removals by death or dis-

^--»»-^T;?i:y«»f7I^. .,4iAi*iiiirfa*jA.-j*p-^-w-
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mission, as a part of the religious in-

telligence to be communicated to the
General Association.

Voted, That two of the brethren be
appointed, in behalf of this associa-

tion,to visit the GeneralAssociation of
Ministers in Connecticut, at their

nest meeting, to learn their disposi-

tion, as to forming an union with this

association, and the terms on which
such imion may be established ; and
that Rev. Dr. Lyman and Rev. Dr.
Austin be the delegates to that body ;

to report at the next meeting of this

Association.

The committee appointed to take
minutes of the details, made by the
delegates, of the state of religion and
morals in their respective connexions,
made the following report, which was
accepted by the association.

BEFORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF
THE GENERAL ASSOCIATION OF
3IASSACHUSETTS PROPER.

The General Association have re-

ceived with much satisfaction the in-

formation given by the delegates, of

the state of religion within the limits

of their respective associations ; and
view, as cause of great gratitude to

God, his gracious regard to the

churches. With very few excep-
tions, they appear to be in a state of

order and harmony, with at least their

ordinary constancy in attending the

Worship and ordinances of Christ,

And although a general coldness is

much to be lamented, we find a pleas-

ing number of instances of special at-

tention to religion. In the towns in

which revivals were experienced, of

which mention was made in the re-

sult of this Association the last year,

the fruits and happy consequences
are still manifest. In other towns
copious effusions of the Spirit have
been more lately witnessed, and ap-

pear at the present time to have a
powerful operation on many. At
Lenox, Lee, Washington, Windsor,
Hindsdale and Peru, in the county
of Berkshire ; Chester, Worthington,
Cummington,Plainfield, Goshen, Con-
Vfay and Heath, in the county of
Hampshire ; and Northbridge, in the
county of Worcester, great attention

to the concerns of the soul has been
excited : which has also extended, in

a degree, into several neighboring

towns. Several hundred persons have
publickly embraced the Saviour since
the last year, and hopefully become
his true followers. Several instances
of pleasing religious engagedness ap-

pear in other parts of the Common-
wealth. Information, which is fully

relied on, has been received from a
number of towns within the limits of
associations not represented in this

body, of a very great and powerfiil

work of the Holy Spirit. Berkley,

Dartmouth, New-Bedford, Roches-
ter, Wareham and Sandwich, in the
counties of Bristol, Plymouth and
Barnstable, have been distinguish-

edly favored : hundreds have been
added to the communion of their

churches.
Information of these wonderful dis-

plays of divine grace, while it aivakens

delightful emotions in our hearts, we
are persuaded will afford pleasure to

all the friends of Jesus, and of his

rising kingdom { and will excite grat-

itude to God for his sovereign mani-
festations of love to men.

It also affords much satisfaction to

this Association to recognise an in-

creasing union of sentiment and af-

fection among the lovers of evangel-

ical truth. As tokens of this we view,

with gratitude to heaven, the estab-

lishment of an important Theological

Institution in tho county of Essex, and
the proposed publication of the Pari'

opliit and Massachusetts Missionary

Magazine United.

Voted, That the next meeting of the
General Association be at Rev. Dr.
Spring's, Newburyport, on the last

Wednesday of June, 1809, 9 o'clock

A. M.
Voted, That the Worcester South

Association be requested to appoint

a preacher for the next meeting.

Worcester, June 30, 1808.

Joseph Lee, Mod'r.
Alvan Hyde, Scribe.

Transcribed, Westhampton, July 7,

1808, by

Enoch Hale, Set^y.
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Jliiiictes

c^ILcl-Jscl chttsttts.

THE GENERAL ASSOCIATION OF MASSA-
CHUSETTS.

The General Association of Ministers in this State, desirous to sat-

isfy the frequent inquiries and reasonable claims of the christian public,

deem it their duty in this communication, to make a brief, but fair and un-

reserved statement of the principles of their union ; of the important ends,

which it is their aim to accomplish ; of their leading transactions at their

meeting the present year ; and of the animating considerations, which ex-

cite them to perseverance. Necessary information has in a considerable de-

gree been given in our former reports, and in other communication* on the

subject. But notliing, it is conceived, has yet been done to supersede the

necessity or probable utility of a more particular statement.

This association proceeds on the maxim, which is supported by the uni-

form experience of all civilized nations, that maniind are fortned for society,

and that the social bond contributes immeasurably to the coinfort of individuals

and the welfare of the u-orld. The social principle, which in all places and
among men of all descriptions is so beneficial, operates with the greatest

freedom, and yields its most precious fruits in the kingdom of Christ. He
is the Prince of peace. Love is the essence of his religion, the fulfilling of

his law. In the very nature of the christian religion, a foundation is laid for

that, which tlie efibrts of worldly wisdom have never produced, a perfect and
happy society. The followers of Christ, acting under the influence of his re-

ligion, a;e a// o;7e. The General Association, with increasing concern and
sorrow, have witnessed tlie divisions and alienations among the servants of

one common Lord, the disciples of one common teacher. They have sym-
pathized with the church in her afflictions, and mourned over her bleeding

wounds. It has been their prayer, that the healing, uniting spirit of the

gospel may prevail; that all, who love the Lord Jesus Christ, may love one
another ; and that his kingdom may now appear to be, what in reality it is,

a kingdom of righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.
On this pleasing occasion we are constrained to express the joy we feel,

mviewof ihe increasingharmonv among the ministers and disciples of Christ,
both in Europe and Aijierica. It is to be considei'ed, as a token for good i

Vol. II. Nezo Series. *12
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as a sign from heaven, that blessings are intended for the church. In pro-

portion to the prevalence of christian love and unity, the friends of truth are

prepared for suitable exertions, and encouraged with a prospect of success.

We rejoice therefore, in every event, which tends to banish strife and di-

vision i'rom the christian world, and will readily and earnestly promote every

reeasure, which is calculated to turn the zeal and energy of Christ's faith-

ful ministers from every minor and unessential distinction, and to engage

them in defending and propagating those evangelical principles, which have

always been the basis of the church.

In the organization of this body, we are supported by that principle of

..christian liberty, which all Protestants have so highly valued and surrounded

I^Avith so many safeguards. We number it among our best blessings, that

: this nation is freefrom civil and ecclesiastical tyranny ; that we may worship

God according to our own consciences; that we have aright to associate our-

selves together for the purpose of mutual advantage, and the general interest

of religion; andthat we may adopt, any rules, and pursue any measures which
will not infringe the rights of others. In the exercise of this christian liberty,

the General Association "admit as ai'ticles of faith, the doctrines ofChristian-

ity as they are generally expressed in the Assembly's Shorter Catechism ;"

, and consider these doctrines, which have been generally embraced by the

churches ofNew England, " as the basis of our union."

Here we deem it proper to repeat a declaration made in our report for the

year 1807 ; " that we wholly disclaim ecclesiastical power or authority over

the churches, or the opinions of individuals."

The essential objects of the General Association are thus stated in our
constitution; viz. " To promote brotherly intercourse and harmony, and
our mutual animation, assistance, and usefulness, as ministers of Christ ; to

obtain religious information relative to the state of ovu* particular churches,
and the general state of the christian church in this country and through the

christian world ; and to co-operate with other similar institutions in the
most eligible measures for building up the cause of truth and holiness."

What can be more unexceptionable ; what more consentaneous to the spirit

of the gospel, and the practice of primitive christians, than for ministers to

meet annually for sucli purposes ? The cares and labours of the apostles

were not restricted to place or country. Their benevolent affection had no
limits. The prosperity of the church in every part of the world lay near

tlieir hearts. This object they never forgot. In every thing, which related

to this object, they felt a lively interest. With hearts expanded by cliris-

tian affection, they sent to far distant churches to know their faith. They
travelled from place to place, that they might learn the state of believers,

and be under advantages to promote their good- Influenced by ardent love,

the primitive saints often met together in order to enjoy free conversation,to

increase their mutual acquaintance, to unite in their devotions, and to min-

gle their sorrows andj()}s. If these examples are worthy of our imitation,

and these objects, of our pursuit ; we must rejoice in that course of divine

providence, which has Ln\ited us in this General Association. From expe-

rience we are now led to conclude,that our objects are attainable. The pleas-

ures and advantages of our meetings have hitherto equalled, if not exceeded
our anticipations. We observe in others, and enjoy in ourselves the happy-

effects already produced. These eifects, it is earnestly expected, will con-

stantly increase, as the Association shall beenlarg-ed; as its objects shall be
more generally understood by the public ; and as our zeal, constancy, and
union shall be more conspicuous.

The following account of the transactions of the General Association, at

iheir last meeting, is from the minutes of the Scribe.
" The General Association of Massachusetts Proper met, according to

.ippointment, at the house of the Rev. Samuel Spring, D.D. Newburyport.
June 27. 1809.

The Rev. Joseph Lyman, D.D. chosen Moderator, and the Rev. Len':-

•\i-d Woods, Scribe.
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Present, the following delegates from the several Associations in the con-
nexion ; viz.

The Rev. Jacob Catlin ") From the association in the County of
The Rev. Samuel Shepard5 Bei-kshire.

The Rev. Aaron Bascom > Mountain Association.

The Rev. Theophilus Packard > Northern Association in Hampshire.

The Rev. Joseph Lyman D.D. 7 Central Association in the county of
The Rev. Elijah Gridley 3 Hampshire.
The Rev. Zephanlah S. Moored r. 1 £ u a • -•

The Rev. Thomas Snell, j
Brookfield Association.

The Rev. Samuel Austin, D. D. ^ ,,r ^ o ^-u a • ^^
-p, „ T, T u A/r J V c Worcester South Association-Ine Rev. Joseph Murdock, 3
The Rev. Stephen Peabody, 7 ^t i,'n a • .l-

The Rev. Jonathan Allen, j Haverhill Association.

The Rev: Leoitdmods } ^'''^^ ^^^^^^ Association.

Also the Rev. Enoch Hale, as Secretary of the General Association* and
xhe Rev. Dr. Spring, as minister of the Parish.

The following ministers, delegated to make inquiry into the principles and
objects of the General Association, were invited to sit as honorary mem-
bers ; viz.

The Rev. Dr. Barnard, 7 c i ™ a • ^-

The Rev. Samuel Worcester, j ^'^^^^ Association.

The Rev. Dr. Kendall, "^

The Rev. John Foster, \. Cambridge Association.

The Rev. Mr. Williams, J
The Rev. Samuel Worcester, 7ci t^h- • ^ • ^ r> c
T., o e 1 -r. r Salem Ministerial Conierence.The Rev. Samuel Dana, 3
Voted, that the Rev. Edward D. Griffin, D. D. be invited to sit with the

Association, as an honorary member.
The Moderator introduced the business of the meeting with prayer.

The Rev.Drs. Lyman and Austin, appointed at the last meeting ofthis Asso-
ciation, as delegates to the General Association of Connecticut for the purpose
ofproposing a connexion, reported that they had performed the service assign-

ed them ; and produced the following copy of the votes of said Association

of Connecticut on the subject ofthe proposed union ; viz.

" Whereas the General Association of Massachusetts Proper has by its

delegates, the Rev. Drs. Joseph Lyman and Samuel Austin, proposed a reg-
ular and permanent connexion with the General Association of Connecticut;
and whereas union and affectionate co-operation among the ministers of
Christ are instrumentally conducive to the prosperity of his gracious king-

dom in the salvation of souls ;

Voted, that the connexion aforesaid does meet the cordial approbation of
this General Association.

Voted also, in order to render the said connexion complete, and effectual

for the accomplishment of the purposes here contemplated, the following

rules, be adopted for its regulation, and that the said rules, if acceded to by
that Association,or as amended by that body with the concurrence of the first

Delegates, who shall meet that body from this Association, shall regulate

the connexion between us and them.
1. The Genei'al Association of Connecticut and the General Association of

Massachusetts Proper shall annually appoint each two Delegates to the
other.

6. The Delegates shall be admitted, in each body, to the same rights

of sitting, debating, and voting \vith their own members I'espectively.
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3. It shall be understood, that the articles of agreement and connexion
between the two bodies maybe at any time varied by their mutual consent.

A ti-ue copy of minutes;
Test. ELIJAH WATERMAN,
Assistant Scribe of the Association."

After mature deliberation,——-—

Voted unanimously,to accede to the rules above proposed for regulating- the
connexion between this General Association and the General Association
of Connecticut. -

Accordingly the connexion was completed; and the Rev. Nathan Perkins,
D.D. and the Rev. Henry A Rowl.md were received, as Representatives of
the General Association of Connecticut.
The Rev. William F. Rowland and the Rev. Asa M'Farland, Delegates

from the General Association in New Hampshire, proposed a connexion
wii-h the General Association of Massachusetts Proper.

Voted, that the Rev. Mr. Allen, the Rev. Mr. Worcester, and the Rev.
Dr. Perkins be a committee to confer with said Delegates, and report such
principles of union, as they shall approve.

Voted, that a Committee be raised to prepare and report proper rules for

the regulation of the annual meetings of the General Association.
The Rev. Doctors Spring and Austin, and the Rev. Mr. Catllii chosen,

as a Committee.
Particular written details received from Berkshire Association, Worcester

South Association, Mountain Association, Central Association in the Coun-
ty of Hampshire.
At 11 o'clock the Association attended public worship. Sermon deliv-

ered by Rev. Samuel Austin, D.D
Afternoon. The Committee, appointed to confer with the Delegates

from New Hampshire Association, reported as follows ; viz.
" Whereas the Rev. Asa M'Farland and William F. F..owland, Delegates

from the General Association of the State of New Hampshire, have Iseen

empowei'ed to propose and establisli oti their part such a union with the
General Association of Massachusetts, as may be judged most expedient
and- for the advancement of evangelical truth; and whereas, from documents
exhibited, it appears that the principles, on which that body is constituted,
are substantially the same with those of this body ; this body contemplating
with delight the good which may result to the interests of the Redeemer's
Kingdom from an extended union of his ministers on evangelical principles ;

Voted, that the proposed connexion meets the cordial approbation of this

General Association.
Voted also, that the following rules be adopted for its establishment and

regulation ; the same which have been adopted to regulate the connexion be-
tween this body and the General Association of Connecticut.*
Voted unanimously, to form a union with the General Association of New

Hampshire upon the principles above mentioned.
Accordingly the union was completed ; and the P^ev. William F. Rowland

and Asa M'Farland were received, as delegates from the General Associa-
tion of New Hampshire.
/ Adjourned to Thursday, 8 o'clock A.M.

Thursday,J\me 28. 8 o'clock, A.M. The meeting was opened with prayer
by the Moderator.
The delegates from the Association in Ber'icshire presented a request that

the article in the original votes of the General Association respecting the
basis ofour union might be altered. Whereupon,

Voted, that it be proposed to the several Associations connected in this

General Association, that the sentence in the articles originally adopted by
this body, which now stands as follows ; viz. " That the above doctrines be

*See those rules above p, 91. •
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considei'ed. as the basis of the communion ofour churches ;" be so altered as
to read as follows ; viz. That the above doctrines, understood by us to be distinct'

ively those, ixihichfrom the beginning have been generally embraced by the churches

of New England as the doctrines of the gospel, be considered as the basis of our
union.

Voted, to choose a Committee, to take minutes of the narratives of the
delegates respecting the state of religion within the limits ofthe General
Association and its connexions, and to prepare a report.

Narratives from all the associations represented in this body were then
given.

Chose by ballot, the Rev. Leonard Woods and the Rev. Dr. Spring, as dele-
gates to the General Association of Connecticut the next year ; and the Rev.
Thomas Snell, and the Rev. Jonathan Allen, as delegates to the General As-
sociation ofNew Hampshire at their next meeting.

Voted, tliat the next meeting of this General Association be at the house
of the Rev. Jonathan Allen in Bradford, the last Wednesday in June, 1810.
Voted that the Berkshire Association be requested to appoint the preacher

for the next meeting.
The Committee, appointed to prepare rules to regulate the annual meet-

ings ofthis Association, i-eported the following ; viz.

1. That the minister of the place where the Association may convene,
shall, when the time of meeting has arrived, call the Association to the choice
of a Moderator by ballot.

_
2. That it shall be the duty of the Moderator, next, to call tlie Associa-

tion to the choice of a Scribe, and if necessary, an assistant Scribe, by ballot,
3. That the certificates of the delegates be then laid upon the table, and

read by the Secretary or Scribe.
4. That it shall be the duty of the Moderator to open the meeting of the

General Association, and to introduce the session ofeach day by prayer.
5. That, at each meeting of the Association, a committee ofarrangements,

consisting of three, be appointed by nomination, to prepare the business of
the session

; and that no business be introduced during the session, but
through the hands and by the approbation of tliis committee.

6. Every motion, if requested by the Moderator, shall be reduced to wri.,
img.

7. That no member of the Association be allowed to speak more than twice
to the merits of the question, unless he obtain leave ofthe Association.

8. That the Moderator be not permitted to speak to the merits of the
question, but by leaving the chair, and placing the Secretary or Scribe in it,
to moderate while he speaks.

9. That every speaker shall address himselfto the chair, and be subject to
no needless interriiptioa while speaking.

10. That at the beginning of each session the names of the members shall
be called by the Secretai-y or Scribe, at the precise time, to which the Asso-
ciation shall have been adjourned ; and that such members, as shall not be
present in season, may be called upon by the Moderator to account for their
tardiness.

_
11. That, when it shall be judged convenient, the sessions ofthe Associa

tion may be held in public.
12. That, at each meeting, delegates be chosen bv ballot, to attend the

General Associations of Connecticut and New Hampshire.
13. That no member shall leave the Association during the session but by

leave of the Moderator.
Voted unanimously, to adopt the above mentioned rules.
Voted to adjourn to Friday morning 5 o'clock.
June 29,1809. Friday, 5o'clock A.M. Prayer at the openingbythe Moderator.
The Committee for taking minutes of the narratives made the followine-

report -viz. '^

"With peculiar emotions of gratitude to the great Head of the church, the
General Association of Massacluisetts have listened to the information, which
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has been given by the members, of the state of religion more particularly

within their limits. The Lord reigneth, let the earth rejoice. The church

lives, and will live and flourish. The gates of hell shall never prevail against

it. Although in some places the ways of Zion mourn, because so few come
to her solemn feasts ; the Association are happy in being able to state, that

the order, harmony, and peace of the churches within their limits are gen-

erally continued, and that an increasing attention to public worship and other

means oV religion is apparent. In some towns in the course of the past year,

God has been pleased to pour out his Spirit for the conviction and conver-

sion of sinners, and the edification and comfort of his children. The places

in which divine power and grace have been more particularly manifested in

revivals of religion, are Tyringham, West Stockbridge, New Marlborough,

Great Barrington, Stockbridge, and Hindsdale in the county of Berkshire.

In Worthington, Cummington, Plainfield, Goshen, Chester, Blanford, and

some other places in tlie county of Hampshire, many additions have been

made to the churches since the last meeting of the General Association.

Accounts from other Associations, in the limits of which no special awaken-

ing has occurred the last year, are in a good measure favorable. From other

parts of the Commonwealth, not represented in this body, very pleasing in-

formation has been received of revivals of relig-ion. In Uxbridge, Franklin,

Hanover, Falmouth, and Nantucket, tiie Lord hath appeared in his glory in

building up Zion.

Such information cannot fail to awaken the liveliest gratitude to God, to

impi'ess a deep sense ofour increasing obligation, and to rejoice the hearts of

all, who love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity.

Confiding in the faithful promise of God, they will be excited to pray for

the peace, enlargement, and purity of the church. When Zion travaileth,

she bringeth forth children.

This Association learn also with peculiar satisfaction, that in those places

within their limits, in which there have been special displays of divine grace

in preceding years, but few instances of apostasy or backsliding have occur-

red ; and that an increasing union ofsentiment and affection among the friends

of Zion is apparent.

They also feel it to be their duty to acknowledge the great goodness of

God in the flourishing state of the Theological Seminary, and in the increas-

ing utility and success of the Missionary Societies. Nor must they omit to

mention the prosperous religious state of some of the Colleges in New Eng-
land, particularly Yale College, and the animating liopes, which are thereby
excited in the churches.

From the delegates of the General Associations in Connecticut and New
Hampshire it appears, that in some places there have been astonishing dis-

plays of divine grace in the conversion of sinners ; -that particularly in Con-
necticut, and within the limits of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian

churches, Zion has arisen from the dust, and the fruits of the Spirit have
abounded to the praise and glory of God ; that in general infidelity and error

are becoming less bold and formidable, and the attention of the people to

public worship more constant and serious.

While, then, we lament the general insensibility to the things of religion,

which has appeared in some places ; let us adore the God of all grace for the

favourable signs of the present day, especially for the power and sovereignty

of his grace in calling such multitudes Into the kingdom of his Son."

Voted, that the report of the Committee respecting the state of religion

be committed to the disposal of the Committee of publications.

Voted the thanks of this Association to the Secretary for his faithful servi-

ces during the three years past.

The Association united in singing a psalm ; and the meeting was closed

w^lth prayer by the Rev. Aaron Bascom."
From the foregoing statement it will manifestly appear, what are the

principles and objects of the General Association, and in w^hat transactions

they were engaged at their last m.eeting. Can any man suppose, that tbeii'

^
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design will be abandoned : Can it entei* into the imagination of a single in-

dividual, that an Association commencing with such pious views, proceeding

thus far witli such happy union and such encouraging success, and attend-

ed at the present time with such propitious circumstances, will be sudden-

ly forsaken ? Its principles abjured ? Its objects renounced ? Past success

and present prospects overlooked ? And all the good, attained and expected,

rashly lost ? In such a cause, and with sucli animating motives to persever-

ance, surely no association or individual can be in danger o^putting his hand
to the plough and looking back,

Before w'e can be reasonably expected to rclinqulsli our purpose we must
be satisfied, that the principles of our union are unsound and dangerous. By
conclusive arguments it must be proved, that the social bond, as soon as it

unites together a considerable number of gospel ministers, loses all its force,

or at least ceases to be of any advantage ; that the character of Christians, or

the nature of their religion is so unsocial, that union among them becomes
mischievous, in proportion as it becomes extensive ; that although a lew of

them in tlie same neighborhood may, without hazard, associate tliemselves

together, and frequently meet to consult the interests of the church ; an at-

tempt to go beyond the limits of neighboi'hood, and associate a larger num.
ber, is hostile to the cause of Zion. Some satisfactory argument must be
offered to make it appear, that we are cliargeable with a,direct or indirect

Interference witli some other body of men ; that we have transgressed the

bounds of the liberty, with which Christ hath made us free, and whicli is

confirmed to us by our civil constitutions ; or that we have, in some way-

violated the equal rights of our brethren or fellow citizens- And something
must be done to eviiice, that the I'eligious doctrines, which we unitedly

embrace, are unscriptural and false. Until these things are made evident,

it will be no mark of candor or justice for men to cry out against our Asso-
ciation, as founded on narrow, party principles, and tending to ecclesiastical

domination and oppression. All that we would ask of those who differ from
us is, that thej' v/o\ikl leave us without restraint to exercise our own riglits

and pursue the objects, w^hicli our consciences approve. In our serious

apprehension, no ends can be more momentous than those at wliich we aim;
viz. to banish mutual prejudice and alienation from the family of the faithful,

to promote among them the peace of God ; to strengthen_each other's hands
and encobiisage each other's hearts ; reciprocally to communicate all useful

information respecting the state of religion in our churches and societies,

and thus to aM'aken serious and tender solicitude and unceasing prayer for

the general welfare. In short, to co-operate in every eligible measure fov

the advancement of the kingdom of Christ. Tlie cause, which we wish to

promote has engaged the love and counsels of God, and the labors of angels
and saints. It is the cause of those, for whom Christ died. It is the cause
of the church, which God has chosen, as~the place of his glory, and his rest
Will not every friend of the Redeemer say, " If I forget thee, O Jerusalem,
let my right hand forget her cunnhig. If I do not remember thee, let my
tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth ; if I prefer not Jerusalem above my
chief joy."

Exertions similar to ours have recently been made both in Europe and
America. The ministers and discijiles of Christ, grieved and distressed
with tlieir long divisions, have sig-hed for union and peace. Alarmed by the
boldness and triumph of their enemies, they have found it necessary to lay
aside their trivial disputes, and combine their strength for tlie safety of their
common cause. Extensive and liappy has been, the influence of these united
exertions lioth in Christian countries and among tlie heathen. The success
which has attended tliem, invites us to harmony, and strongl)- urges us to
resolution and zeal. AVhen otiiers liave done so much for the cause of truth
and love ; .shall v.'e with equal or superior advantages, do nothing- ? Shall
the ministers of Christ In Massachusetts sleep, when his ministers in every
otlierpart are awake ? Shall we be content in a disjointed, bi-oken condition^,
when the Christian world in general is yielding to the benign influence of
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the love of Christ, and tasting the joys of mutual affection aiid confidence ?

When so much is to be done ; when such astonishing things are to be
accomplished, before the millenial glory ; shall we indulge in indolence l

Sinners are to be converted, and all ihe great events of divine providence
are to take place, through the instrumentality of creatures. It is indeed the
power of God which carries into effect his benevolent designs. But he
confers on his people the honor and happiness of being active in their accom-
plishment. Parents who are diligent in the religious instruction of their

children; churches laboring for their owm and each othei-'s order, holiness,

and peace ;
pastors v^ho faithfully preach the unsearchable riches of Christ to

their beloved flocks ; missionaries, who are moved with coihpassion to pro-

claim salvation to the ignorant and perishing heathen ; ministei's, who unite

their counsels and endeavors for the suppression of error and vice, the gen.
eral interest of religion and the spread of the gospel ; and trembling believ-

ers, who, feeling that they can do little in any othes" way, daily prostrate

themselves in secret devotion before the throne of grace, and with fervent

love, pray for the out-pouring of the Spirit and the prosperity of Zion ; these,

and ail others, who are obedient and prayerful, may have the satisfaction to

know, that they are promoting the cause of infinite wisdom and goodness,

and helping forward the illustrious and blessed period, when the knowledge
of God shall fill the earth.

This is a day of great events, both in the civil and religious world. The
King of kings is fast preparing the way for the final consummation. The
scene is coming to its close. From the prophecies of scripture and the mo-
tions of divine providence, we are led to expect tliat the day of Zion's en-

largement, beaut), and joy draws near. Ministers and churches ought to

arise from the dust ; to shake off the sloth and slumber of past ages ; to be
filled v/ith spiritual life, and clothed with the gannent of salvation. Let us
be resolute, active, and constant in advancing the kingdom of grace ; and
lift up our heads with rejoicing in prospect of the kingdom of glory. " Be-
hold, I com.e quickly." Confiding in everlasting strength, and fearless of

remaining danger, let us go forth, in one holy band, to meet our approach-
ing Redeemer. " Even so, come. Lord Jesus."— m .

i
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THE GENERAL ASSOCIATION OF MASSA-
CHUSETTS.

The General Association of Mlu-sters in this State, desirous to sat-

isfy the frequent inquiries and reasonable claims of the christian public,

deem it tlieir duty in tiiis commvmicaiion, to mitke a bvief, but fair and un-

reserved statement of the principles of their union ; of the important ends,

which it is their aim to accomplish ; of tlieir leading' transactions at their

meeting the present year ; and of the animating considerations, -which ex-

cite them to perseverance. Necessary infoimation has in a considerable de-

gree been given in our former reports, and in other communicatioite on the

subject. But nothing, it is conceived, has yet been done to supersede the

necessity or probable utility of a more particular statement.
This association proceeds on the maxim, which is supported by the uni-

form experience of all civdized nations, that ntarJind are Joritied for society,

and that the social bond corUributdi immeasurably to the comfort of indi'viduals

and the welfare of the ixorld. The social principle, which in all places and
among men of ail descriptions is so beneficial, operates with the greatest

freedom, and yields its most precious fruits in the kingdom of Christ. He
is the Prince of peace. Love .s the osscnce of h;s religion, the fulfilling of

his law. In the very nature of the chris-ian religion, a foundation is laid for

that, which the efforts of worldly wisdom have never produced, a perfect and
happy society. The followers of Christ, acting under the influence of his re-

ligion, are a// 07:e. The General Association, with increasing concern and
sorrow, have witnessed the divisions and alienations among the servants of

one common Lord, the disciples of one common teacher. They have sym-
pathized with the church in her afflictions, and mourned over her bleeding

v/ounds. It has been their prayer, that the healing, uniting spirit of the

gospel may prevail ; that all, who love the Lord Jesus Christ, may love one
another ; and that his kingdom may now appear to be, what in reality it is,

a kingdom of righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.
On this pleasing occasion we are constrained to express the joy we feel

in view of the increasingharmonv among the ministers and disciples of Christ'

both in Europe and America. It is to be considered, as a token for good »

Vol. II, Neio Series. *12
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as a sign from heaven, that blessings are intended for the church; In pro-

portion to the prevalence of christian love and unity, the friends oftruth are

prepared for suitable exertions, and encouraged with a prospect of success.

We rejoice therefore, in every event, which tends to banish strife and di-

vision from the christian world, and will readily and earnestly promote every

Tseasure, which is calculated to turn the zeal and energy of Christ's faith-

ful ministers from every minor and unessential distinction, and to engage

them in defending and propagating those evangelical principles, which have
always been the basis of the church.

In the organization of this body, we ate supported by that principle of

christian liberty, which all Protestants have so highly valued and surrounded

with so many safeguards. We number it among our best blessings, that

this nation is free from civil and ecclesiastical tyranny ; that we may worship

God according to our own consciences; that we have aright to associate our-

selves together for the purpose of mutual advantage, and the general interest

of religion; and that we may adopt any rules, and pursue any measures which
will not infringe the rights of others. In the exercise of this christian liberty,

' the General Association "admit as articles of faith, the doctrines ofChristian-

ity as they are generally expressed in the Assembly's Shorter Catechism ;"

and consider these doctrines, which have been generally embraced by the

churches ofNew England, " as the basis of our tinion."

Here we deem it proper to repeat a declaration made in our report for the

year 1807 ;
" that we wholly disclaim ecclesiastical power or authority over

tlie churches, or the opinions of individuals."

The essential objects of the General Association are thus stated in our

co.istitution ; viz. " To promote brotherly intercourse and harmony, and
our mutual animation, assistance, and usefulness, as ministers of Christ ; to

obtain religious information relative to the state of our particular churches,

and the general state of the christian church in this country and through the
christian world ; and to co-operate with other similar institutions in the
most eligible measures for building up the cause of truth and holiness."

What can be more unexceptionable ; what more consentaneous to the spirit

of the gospel, and the practi6e of primitive christians, than for ministers to

meet annually for such purposes ? The cares and labours of the apostles

were not restricted to place or country. Their benevolent alfection had no
limits. The prosperity of the chui'ch in every part of the world lay near
their hearts. This object they never forgot. In every thing, which related

to this object, they felt a lively interest. With heai'ts expanded by chris-

tian aftection, they sent to far distant churches to inoxv their faith. They
travelled from place to place, that they might learn the state of believers,

and be under advantages to promote their good- Influenced by ardent love,

the primitive saints often met together in order to enjoy free conversation,to

increase their mutual acquaintance, to unite in their devotions, and to min-
gle their soitows and joys. If these examples are worthy of our imitation,

and these objects, of our pursuit ; we must rejoice in that course of divine

providence, which has united us in this General Association. From expe-
rience we are now led to conclude,that our objects are attainable. The pleas-

ures and advantages of our meetings have hitherto equalled, if not exceeded
our anticipations. We observe in others, and enjoy in ourselves the happy
effects already produced. These effects, it is earnestly expected, will con-
stantly increase, as the Association shall be enlarged ; as its objects shall be

.

more generally understood by the public ; and as our zeal, constancy, and
union shall be more conspicuous.
The following account of the transactions of the General Association, at

their last meeting, is from the minutes of the Scribe.
" The General Association of Massachusetts Proper met, according to

appointment, at the house of the Rev. Samuel Spring, D.D. Newburyport.
June 27. 1809.

The Rev. Joseph Lyman, D.D. chosen Moderator, and the Rev. Leon-
ard Woods, Scribe,
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Present, the following delegates from the several Associations In the con-
nexion ; viz.

The Rev. Jacob Catlin ") From the association in the C ounty of
The Rev. Samuel Shepard3 Berkshire.

The Rev. Aaron Bascom > Mountain Association.

The Rev. Theophilus Packard > Northern Association in Hampshire.

The Rev. Joseph Lyman D.D. ") Central Association in the county ^f
The Rev. Elijah Gridley 3 Hampshire.
The Rev. Zephaniah S. Moored t» i c u a • ^-

The Rev. Thomas Snell j
Brookfield Association.

The Rev. Samuel Austin, D. D. 7 ttt i. o ^^i * • i-

The Rev. Joseph Murdock, j
Worcester South Association.

The Rev. Stephen Peabody, 7 u u-n a • ^-

The Rev. Jonathan Allen, 5 Haverhill Association.

The Rev. David TuUar, 7 p i.,-tji »

The Rev. Leonard Woods 5 ^'^^^ ^'^^^^ Association.

Also the Rev. Enoch Hale, as Secretary of the General Association, and
the Rev. Dr. Spring, as minister of the Parish.
The following ministers, delegated to make inquiry into the principles and

objects of the General Association, were invited to sit as honorary mem.
bars ; viz.

The Rev. Dr. Barnard, 7 c i a • x-

The Rev. Samuel Worcester, j ^^^"^ Association.

The Rev. Dr. Kendall, ^The Rev. John Foster, ^ Cambridge Association.
The Rev. Mr. Williams, J
The Rev. Samuel Worcester, 7 c 1 ™ n*- • .. • 1 /-. c
The Rev. Samuel Dana, j Salem Mm.sterial Conference.

Voted, that the Rev. Edward D. Griffin, D. D. be invited to sit with the
Association, as an lionorary member.
The Moderator introduced the business of the meeting with prayer.
The Rev.Drs. Lyman and Austin, appointed at the last meeting ofthis Asso=

ciatiou, as delegates to the General Association of Connecticut for the purpose
ofproposing a connexion, reported tliat they had performed the service assign-

ed them ; and produced the following copy of the votes of said Association
of Connecticut on the subject ofthe proposed union ; viz.

•'* Whereas the General Association of Massachusetts Proper has by its

delegates, the Rev. Drs. Joseph Lyman and Samuel Austin, proposed a reg»
ular and permanent connexion with the General Association of Connecticut;
and whereas union and affectionate co-operation among the ministers of
Christ are instrumentally conducive to the prosperity of his gracious king-

dom in the salvation of souls ;

Voted, that the connexion aforesaid does meet the cordial approbation of
this General Association.

Voted also, in order to render the said connexion complete, and effectual

for the accomplishment of the purposes liere contemplated, the following

rules, be adopted for its regulation, and that the said rules, if acceded to by
that Association,or as amended by that body with the concurrence of the first

Delegates, who shall meet that body from this Association, shall regulate

the connexion between us and them.
1. The General Associationof Connecticut and the General Association of

Massachusetts Proper shall annually appoint each two Delegates to the

other.

e. The Delegates shall be admitted, in each body, to the same rights

of sitting, debating, and voting with their own members respectively.
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3. It shall be understood, that the articles of agreement and connexion
between the two bodies may be at any time varied by their mutual consent.

A true copy of minutes.
Test. ELIJtAH WATERMAN,
Assistant Scribe of the Association.'*

After mature deliberation,

Voted unanimously,to accede to the rules above proposed for regulating the
connexion between this General Association and the General Association
of Connecticut.

Accordingly the connexion was completed; and the Rev. Nathan Perkins,
D.D. and the Rev. Henry A. Rowland were received, as Representatives of
the General Association of Connecticut.
The Rev. William F. Rovdand and the Rev. Asa M'Farland, Delegates

from the General Association in New Hampshire, proposed a connexion
with the General Association of Massachusetts Proper.

Voted, that the Rev. Mr. Allen, the Rev. Mr. Worcester, and the Rev.
Dr. Perkins be a committee to confer with said Delegates, and report such
principles of union, as they shall app\'ove.

Voted, tliat a Committee be raised to prepare and report proper rules for

the regulation of the annual meetings of the General Association.

The Rev. Doctors Spring and Austin, and the Rev. Mr. Catlln chosen,
as a Committee.

Particular written details received from Berkshire Association,Worcester
South Association, Mountain Association, Central Association in the Coun-
ty of Hampshire.
At 11 o'clock the Association attended public worship. Sermon deliv-

ered by Rev. Samuel Austin, D.D.
Afternoon. The Committee, appointed to confer with the Delegates

from New Hampshu'e Associat'on, reported as follows ; viz.

" Whereas the Rev. Asa M'Farland and William F. Rowland, Delegates
from the General Association of tlie State of New Hampshire, have been
empowered to propose and establisli on their part such a union with the
General Association of Massachusetts, as may be judged most expedient
and for the advancement of evangelical truth; and whereas, from documents
exhibited, it appears that the principles, on which that body is constituted,

are substantially the same with those of this body ; this body contemplating

with delight the good which may result to the interests of the Redeemer's
kingdom from an extended union of his ministers on evangelical principles ;

Voted, that the proposed connexion meets the cordial approbation of this

General Association.

Voted also, that the following rules be adopted for its establishment and
regulation ; the same which have been adopted to regulate the connexion be-

tween this body and the Ijeneral Association of Connecticut.*

Voted unanimously, to form a union with the General Association of New
Hampshire upon the principles above mentioned.

Accordingly tlie union was completed ; and the Rev. William F. Rowland
and Asa M'Fai-land were received, as delegates from the General Associa-

tion of New Hampshire.
Adjourned to Thursday, 8 o'clock A.M.
Thursday,June 28. 8 o'clock, A.M. The meeting was opened with praj'er

by the Moderator.

The delegates from the Association in Berkshire presented a request that

the article in the original votes of the General Association respecting the
basis ofour union might be altered. Whereupon,

Voted, that it be proposed to the several Associations connected in this

General Association, that the sentence in the articles originally adopted by

this body, which now stands as follows ; viz. "That the above doctrines be

*See those rules above p. 9X,
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considered as the basis of the communion ofour churches ;" be so altered as

to read as follows ; viz. That the above doctrines, understood by us to be distinct-

ively those, ixhichfrom the beginning have teen generally e'mbraced by the churches

of Nenii England as the doctrines of the gospel, be considered as the basis of our

•union.

Voted, to choose a Committee, to take minutes of the narratives of the

delegates respecting the state of religion within the limits ofthe General
Association and its connexions, and to prepare a report.

Narratives from- aU the associations represented in this body were then
given.

Chose by ballot, the Rev. Leonard Woods and the Rev. Dr. Spring, as dele-

gates to the General Association of Connecticut the next year ; and the Rev.
Thomas Snell, and the Rev. Jonathan Allen, as delegates to the General As-
sociation ofNew Hampshire at their next meeting.

Voted, that the next meeting of this General Association be at the house
of the Rev. Jonathan Allen in Bradford, the last Wednesday in June, 1810.

Voted that the Berkshire Association be requested to appoint the preacher
for the next meeting.
The Committee, appointed to prepare rules to regulate the annual meet-

ings ofthis Association, reported the following ; viz.

1. That the minister of the place where the Association may convene,
shall, when the time of meeting has arrived, call the Association to the choice
of a Moderator by ballot.

2. That it shall be the duty of the Moderator, next, to call the Associa-
tion to the choice of a Scribe, and if necessary, an assistant Scribe, by ballot.

3. That the certificates of the delegates be then laid upon the table, and
read by the Secretary or Scribe.

4. That it shall be the duty of the Moderator to open the meeting of the
General Association, and to introduce the session ofeach day by prayer.

5. That, at each meeting of the Association, a committee ofarrangements,
consisting of three, be appointed by nomination, to prepare the business of
the session ; and that no business be introduced during the session, but
through the hands and by the approbation of tliis committee.

6. Every motion, if requested by tlie Moderator, shall be reduced to wri-
ting.

7. That no member of the Association be allowed to speak more than twice
to the merits of the question, unless he obtain leave ofthe Association.

8. That the Moderator be not permitted to speak to the merits of the
question, but by leaving the chair, and placing the Secretary or Scribe in it,

to moderate while he speaks.

9. That evei'v speaker shall address himselfto the chair, and be subject to

no needless interruption while speaking-.

10. That at the beginning of each session the names of the members shall

be called by the Secretary or Scribe, at the precise time, to which the Asso-
ciation shall have been adjourned , and that such members, as shall not be
present m season, may be called upon by the Moderator to account for their

tardiness.

11. That, when it shall be judged convenient, the sessions of the Associa-

tion may be held in public.

12. That, at each meeting, delegates be chosen by ballot, to attend the
General Associations of Connecticut and New Hampshire.

13. That no member shall leave the Association during the session but by
leave of the Moderator.
Voted unanimously, to adopt the above mentioned rules.

Voted to adjourn to Friday morning 5 o'clock.

June 29,1809. Friday, So'clock A.M. Prayer at the openingbythe Moderator.
The Committee for taking minutes of the narratives made the following

report ; viz.

"With peculiar emotions of gratitiide to the great Head of the church, the
General Association of Massachusetts have listened to the information, which
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has been given by the members, of the state of religion more particularly

frithin their limits. The Lord reigneth, let the earth rejoice. The church.

lives and will lire and flourish. The gates of hell shall never prevail against

it. Althocgh in some places the ways of Zion mourn, because so few come

to her solemn feasts ; the Association are happy in being able to state, tliat

the tffder, harmony, and peace of the churches within their limits are gen-

erailv continued, and that an increasing attention to public worship and other

meaiis of religion is apparent. In some towns in the course of the past year,

God has been pleased to pour out his Spirit for the conviction and conver-

sion of sinners, and the edification and comfort of his children. The places

in which divine p-ower and grace have been more partic\ilarly manifested in

revivals of religion, are Tyringham, West Stockbridge, New Marlborough,

Great Barrington, Stockbridge, and Hindsdale in the coimty of Berkshire.

In Worthington, Cummington, Plainfield, Goshen, Chester, Blanford, and

some other places in the county of Hampshire, many additions have been

Blade to the churches since the last meeting of the General Association.

Accounts from other Associations, in the limits of which no special awaken-

ing has occurred the last year, are in a good measure favorable. From other

parts of the Commonwealth, not represented in this body, ver}' pleasing in-

formation has been received of revivals of religion. In Uxbridge, Franklin,

Hanover, Falmouth, and Nantucket, the Lord hath appeared in his glory in

building up Zion.

Such information cannot fail to awaken the liveliest gratitude to God, to

impress a deep serse ofour increasing obligation, and to rejoice the hearts of

all, who love our Lord Jesus Christ in s'mcerity.

Confiding in the faithful promise of God, they wUl be excited to pray for

the peace, enlargement, and purity of the church. AVhen Zion travaileth,

she bringeth forth children.

This Association learn also with peculiar satisfaction, that in those places

within their limits, in which there have been special displays of divine grace

in preceding years, but few instances of apostasy or backshding have occor-

red ; and that an increasing onion ofsentiment and affection among the friends

of Zion is apparent.

They also feel it to be their duty to acknowledge the great goodness of

God in the flourishing state of the Theological Seminar}', and in the increas-

ing utility and success of the Missionary Societies. Nor must they omit to

mention the prosperous rel/gious state of some of the Colleges in New Eng-
land, particularly Yale College, and the animatiug hopes, which are thereby
excited in the churches.

From the delegates of the General Associations in Connecticut and New
Hampshire it appears, tjiat in some places there have been astonishing dis-

plays of divine grace in the conversion of sinners ; that particularly in Con-
necticut, and vrithin the limits of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian
churches, Zion has arisen from the dust, and the fruits of the Spirit ha%"e

abounded to the praise and glorj- of God ; that in general infidelity and error

are becoming less bold and formidable, and the attention of the people to

pubUc worship more constant and serious.

While, then, we lament the general insensibility to the things of religion,

•which has appeared in some places ; let us adore the God of all grace for the
favourable sign^ofthe present day, especially for the power and sovereignty
cf hi.s grace in calling such multitudes into the kingdom of his Son."

Voted, that the report of the Committee respecting the state of religion

be committed to the disposal of the Committee of ptiblications.

Voted the thanks of this Association to the Secretary for his faithful ser'/i-

ces during the three years past. *

The Association united in singing a psalm ; and the meeting was closed
witli prayer by the Rev. Aaron Bascom."
From the foregoing statement it vvlll manifestly appear, what are the

principles and objects of the General Association, and in what transactions

they were engaged at their last meeting. Can any man supposcj that their
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design -will be abaDdoBed? Can it enter hiio the imagiBatiaB ofaaag^ ki-

diTidoal, that an Associaticn ccmiDenciDg with so<^piaBSTiews,|»Qceedii^
thus &r vith such h&ppy union and sock encxxaagii^ saccessj aad att^id-

ed aX. the present time •vixh such jHopitions circomataoces, will be soddea-
1t forsaken ? Its principles sbjured r Its objects renounced? Past success
and present prospects oreriooked I And all the g"X>d, artainedaoadexpected,
rashlj lost : In such a canse, ^Jid with such aBimaxing motiT^es to p^sever-
ance, surely no associatioli or indiTid'j^ can be ia dangio' tdfalim^ ha iaad
to tie pl»»gh md looitrng bad. ~
Be&ie we can be leasonaiify expected to rdiaqnish var purpose we mBB£

be satisfied, that the prisciples ofour muon axe oasound and daageroos. By
conclusire arguments it must be proved, that the social bead, as sooa as it

mutes together a considerable number of gospel ministers, loses aU itsnBxs,
or at least ceases to be of sny adrantage ; that the eharacter of C^tisdaBS,ar
the nature of their religion is so onsocial, that nnioB amoD^ thaa heoames
mlschievons, in proportitm as it becomes extensire ; diat ahbo^h a. Jfew of
them in the same neighborhood mar, without hazard, associate themsehes
together, and freqaently meet to consult the interests of the ckotdt; si at*

tempt to go beytMid the limits of neighboiboad, aod a^ociate a laiser num-
ber, is hostile to the cause of Zk». Some s^ss&ctory argniBait must be
ofered to make it appear, that we are chargeable with a direct or iadizecfi

interference with some other body of men ; that we hare transgressed tl»e

tMwi"f>g of the liberty, with 'which Christ hath made us frpg, and which, is

confirmed to us by our civil constitutions ; or that we hare, in soate war
violated the equal rights oi our brethren at ^low^ citizais> Aad soioaethii^

Biust be done to evince, that dte religions doctrines, which we umte^f
emhrace, are tmscriptoral and fidse. Until these things are made eridem,
it win be no mark of candor or justice for men to cry out against oar Asso-
ciation, as finrnded on narrow, party principles, and tending' toecclesastical
dominati<mand<^>pressi<Hu All thatwe would ask oftbose 'wlko di&r&o^
us is, that they would leave us 'without restraint to exncise onr own r^fats
and pursue the cbjects,^ ^;<iiich our consciQaces ^jptme. !n oar senms
^iprehensio:^, no ends can be more monaotoas thaa those at w^kit we ai^;
viz. to banish mutual prejodice and alienation from the &railj ofdie &ithfol,
to promote among them the peace <£ God ; to stiengthei^eachath^s h»ads
and encourage each other's hearts ; reciprocally to c(»amuniczte all useful
inibrmaticm respecting the state of religioa in our churches and societies,

and thus to avirsken serious and tender sollcitiide and tmceasi^ prayer fer
the general wel&re. In short, to co-oper^re in every ei^ftfe meaane fitr

the aidvancement of the kingdoBi of Cimst. lite cause, lAii^ we -wisk to
promote has er..c-iged the love and cotmsels of God, and the labors of ax^ds
and sairts. It is the cai:se t£ those, &r wham Christ died. It is tibe caose
of the church, 'orliich Cod has chosen, jls the place of lus gkw, and his rest
Will not every friend of the Redeemer say, •* If I fczget thee^ O Jemsalem,
let my right hand forget her cunning. If I do not remember thee, let mj
tongue cleave to the roof of my m^outh ; if I prefer not Jerusalem afaoife mj
chief joy."

Exertions similsr to ours have recently heen iB^e both in Europe aad.

America. The ministers asd disciples rf Christ, grieved a»d disfe^cssed
"with their long divisions, hive si^ied for union aad peace. Alarmed bv the
badness and triumph of their enemies, they hive fo(B»d it necessarv to L**-

aa^ their trivial disputes, and combine their strength fo the safety of their
common cause. Extensive and ha|^y has been the influence of these ciuted
eT'itior.s both in Christian countries sjid amon^ the heathen. Tbe TwrrffTT
which has -ttended them, invites us toharmoriy, and .^Uungly urges ns to
resolution and zeaL W~nen others have done so much fiir tbe f:attse c^ trvth
and krve ; shall "^ve with equal or superior advantages, do nottiii|r ? ShaD
the muoisters oi Christ in Missachusetts sleep, when Us xainisms in every
«ti»er pait are s-crake : Shall -ore be coaient in a disjointed, brolsaa oonditi^xi,
"^'"'?n the Chriitiia world in gei^eril is yielding to the benign influencs cf
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the love of Christ, and tasting the joys of mutual affection and confidence ?

When so much is to be done ; when such astonishing things are to be
accompUshed, before the millenial glory ; shall we indulge in indolence ?

Sinners are to be converted, and all the great events of divine providence

are to take place, through the instrumentality of creatures. It is indeed the

power of God which carries into effect his benevolent designs. But he
confers on his people the honor and happiness of being active in their accom-
plishment. Parents who are diligent in the religious instruction of their

children ; churches laboring for their own and each other's order, holiness,

and peace ;
pastors who faithfully preach the unsearchable riches of Christ to

their beloved flocks ; missionaries, who are moved with compassion to pro-

claim salvation to the ignorant and perishing heathen ; ministers, who unite

their counsels antl endeavors for the suppression of ei'ror and vice, the gen.
eral interest of religion and the spread of the gospel ; and trembling believ-

ers, who, feeling that they can do little in any other way, daily prostrate

themselves in secx-et devotion before the throne of grace, and with fervent

love, pray for the out-^pouring of the Spirit and the prosperity of Zion ; these,

and all others, who are obedient and prayerful, may have the satisfaction to

know, that they are promoting the cause of infinite wisdom and goodness,

and helping forward the illustrious and blessed period, when the knowledge
of God shall fill the earth.

This is a day of great events, both in the civil and religious world. The
King of kings is fast preparing the way for the final consummation. The
scene is coming to its close. From the prophecies of scripture and the mo-
tions of divine providence, we are led to expect that the day of Zion's en-

largement, beauty, aiid joy draws near. Ministers and churches ought to

arise from the dust ; to shake off" the sloth and slumber of past ages ; to be
filled with spiritual life, and clothed with tlie garment of salvation. Let us
be resolute, active, and constant in advancing the kingdom of grace ; and
lift up our heads with rejoicing in prospect of the kingdom of glory. " Be-
hold, I come quickly." Confiding in everlasting strength, and fearless of

remaining danger, let us go forth, in one holy band, to meet our appi'oach-

ing Redeemer. " Even so, co^ne,'L.oRD Jesus."
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE.

MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSOCIATION OF MASSACHU.
SETTS PROPER.

Agreeably to appointment the General Association of Massachusetts
Proper met at Bradford, Wednesday, June 27, 1810, 9 o'clock, A.M. Pres-

ent the following Delegates:
Rev Messrs. From

Levi White and. | Berkshire Association.
Nathaniel Turner, 3
Benjamin R. Woodbridge, Mountain.
John Emerson, Northern Hampshire.
Rufus Wells and7 /-. ^ i u ~ u-„
Vinson Gould, j

Central Hampshire.

John Keep, Southern Hampshire.
Thomas Snell, Brookfield.

Humphrey C Perky and ? n^,„m,,
bamuel Mead, 3
Ebenezer Dutch and") ^ »*• ui
Thomas Holt, j Essex M.ddle.

Manasseh Cutler, L.L.D. and|
g^^^^ ^^^ ^.^i„it^_

bamuel Worcester, 3
Salmon Cone and> <-. ^. . /-. ic t \ f- Connecticut General,
xi-van Johns, 3
Samuel Wood, New Hampshire General.

Also Rev. Enoch Hale, Secretary of the Association, and Rev. Jonathau
Allen, Minister of the Parish in whichJhe meeting was convened.

The meeting was opened in the
academy.
The Rev. Dr. Cutler was chosen

Moderator; the Rev. Samuel Wor-
cester, Scribe; and the Rev. Thomas
Snell, Assistant Scribe.

The Throne of Grace was address-
ed in prayer by the Moderator.
The Rev. Samuel Spring, D.D,

Delegate from the General Associa-
tion of Massachusetts Proper to the
General Association of Connecticut,
the Rev. Professors of the Divinity
College, the Rev. Dr. Pearson, late

Professor, and the Rev. Messrs.
Morrison and Dana of the Presbyte-
rian Communion, were admitted to
an honorary sitting.

The Rev. Messrs. Holt, Goffe, and
Cone, were appointed a Committee
of Arrangements.
Voted that the Rev. Mr. Johns

of Berlin, Connecticut, be requested
to preach before the Association, pro-
vided the preacher previously ap-
pointed, be not seasonably present.

Voted that, after adjournment, the

session of the Association should be
public in the meeting house.

11 o'clock, AM. Adjourned for

public worship, to meet for business

at the meetinghouse, at 2, P.M.
Attended public worship, the ex-

ercises of which were conducted by
the Rev. Mr. Johns. Text, Heb.
iii. 8.

2 o'clock, P.M. Met agreipably to

adjournment.
The Committee of arrangements

made their report, which was ac-

cepted.

The report of the Rev. Dr. Spring,

delegate to the General Association

of Connecticut, was heard; also the
report of the Rev.^ Mr. Allen, dele-

gate to the General Association of
New Hampshire.
From the Berkshire, the Moun-

tain, the Central Hampshii-e, the

Southern Hampshire, the Brookfield,

the Worcester South, the Haverhill,

and the Essex Middle, Associations,
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attestations were given that those

several associations had very unani-

mously consiented to the amendment
of t!ie Constitution of the General
Association, submitted the last year

to their consideration.

The Rev. Messrs. Cone, Woods,
and Snell, were appointed a Com-
mittee to take minutes of the narra-

tives Oil the state of tlie churches and
of religionj to be given by the dele-

gates.

Voted unanimously to appoint two
deletj^ptes from this Association, to

attend ihe next meeting of the Gen-
eral Assembly of the Presbyterian

Church in the United States, to pi-o-

pose and estabhsh a union with
tliat body, similar to that which has

,
already been formed with the Gene-
ral Associations of Connecticut and
New Hampshire.
Voted to appoint delegates fi'om

this Association, to attend the next
meeting of the General Convention of
Congregational and Presbyterian
Miiiisrers of Vermont, to propose
and establish a union with that body,
similar to that specified in the pre-

ceding vole.

5 o'clock, P.M. Adjourned for

public worship. Sermon by the

Rev. Nathaniel Turner, of New
Marlborough, appointed preacher by
the Berkshire Association. 2 Tim.
ii. 10

Immediately after divine service

resumed business.

Tiie Rev. Joseph Lyman, D D. of
Hatfield, and tlie Rev. Manasseli
Cutler, L.L.D. of Hamilton, were
chosen delegates to the General As-
sembly of the Presbyterian Church
in the United States. The Rev.^

Enoch Hale, of Westhampton, was
chosen second to Dr. I.yman; and
the Rev. Samuel Worcester, of Sa-

lem, second to Dr. Cutler.

Adjourned to Thursday, /o'clock,
A.M.
Thursday morning, met agreeably

to adjournment.
The Rev. Jacob Catlin, of New

Marlborough, and the Rev. Zepha-
niah S, Moore, of Leicester, were
chosen delegates to the General As-
sociation of Connecticut. The Rev.
Jonathan L. Pomeroy, of Worthing-
ton, was chosen second to Mr. Cit-
\m; and the Rev. Ephraim Ward, of

Brookfield, second to Mr. Moore.
The Rev. Samuel Spring, D.D. of

Newburyport, and the Rev. Joseph
Gofie, of Sutton, were chosen dele-

gates to the General Association of

New Hampshire.
The Rev. Theophilus Packard, of

Shelburne, and the Rev. Samuel
Austin, D.D. of Worcester, were
chosen delegates to the General Con-
vention of Congregational and Pres-
bjteviati Ministers of Vermont.

Narratives were heard of the state

of the churches and of religion, from
tlie delegates from the Berkshire,

Mountain, and Northern Hampshire.
Associations.

11 o'clock. Adjourned for public

worship at Haverhul. The Rev. Mr.
Morrison, of Londonderry, preached.
Text, Lsa. x!v.25.

2 P.M. Met accoi-ding to adjourn-

ment.
Narratives were given of the state

of the churches and of religion, witli-

in the limits of the Central Hamp-
sliire, the Southern Hampshire, the

Brookfield, and the Worcester South,
Associations.

Four young gentlemen, members
of the IDivinity College, were intro-

duced, and presented the following
paper.

" The Undersigned, members of

tlie Divinity College", respectfully re-

ques't the attention of their Rev. Fa-
thers, convened in the General As-
sociation at Bradford,to the following

statement and inquiries.
" "I'liey beg \e-d.ve to state, that their

minds have been long impressed witli

the duty and importance of personally

attempting a mission to the heatlien;

that the impressions on their minds
ha\e induced aserious, and tl)ey trust,

a prayerful consideration of the s,ub-

ject in its various attitudes, particu-
larly in relation to the probable sue-:

cess, and the difficuhies, attending
such an attempt; and that, after exam-
ining all the information which they
can obtain, they consider themselves
as devoted to this work for life,w)ien-

ever God, in his providence, shaU
open the way.
" They now offer the following /«-

quiries, on which thcj' solicit the opin-

ion and advice of this Association.

Wliecher, with their present views
and feelings, they ought to renounce
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the object of missions, as either

visicnury or impracticablei if not,

whether ihey ought to direct their

attention to ihe eastern, or the west-
ern woria; whether ihey may expect
patronag-e and support from a Mis-
sionary Society in this country, or

must commit themselves to the direc-

tion of a European Society; and what
preparatory measures they ought to

lake previous to actual eng-agement?
" The undersigned, feeling their

youth and inexpeiience, look up to

their fathers in the church, and re-

spectfully solicit their advice, d-rec-

tion, and prayers.

ADONIRaM JUDSON, Jun.
SAMUEL NOTT, Jun.
SAMUEL J MILLS,
SAMUEL NEWELL."

After hearing fromthe young gen-
tlemen some more particular account
of the state of their minds, and their

views, relative to the subject offered

to consideration, the business was
committed to the Rev. Messrs.
Spring, Worcester, and Hale.

4 o'clock. Adjourned for public
worship. Sermon by the Rev. Mr.
"Wood, of Boscawen. Text, 2 Sam,
xxiv. 1 >.

Immediately after ptiblic service,

attended to narratives on the state

of the churches, and of religion, from
the delegates from Haverhill, Essex
Middle, and Salem and Vicinity, As-
sociations; also from the General
Associations of Connecticut and New
Hampshire. Adjourned.

Friday, 7 o'clock, A.M. Met ac-
cording to adjournment.
A communication was made from

Berkshire Association, giving infor-

mation that the licences given by
that Association to candidates for the
ministry, are limited to the term of
four years.

The Committee, on the subject of
Foreign Missions, made the follow-
ing report, which was unanimously
accepted.

'* The Committee, to whom was
referred the request of the young
gentlemen, members of the Divinity-

College, for advice relative to mis-
sions to the heathen, beg leave to

submit the following report.

The object of missions to the hea-
then, cannot but be regarded, by tlie

friends of the Redeemer, as vastiy

interesting and important. It de-
serves the most seriotis attention of
all who wisli well to the best inter-

ests of mankind, and especially of
those, who devote tkemselves to the
service of God in the kingdom of liis

Son, under the impression of the
special direction, " Go ye into all the
world, and preach the Gospel to every
creatuve." The stateof their minds,
modestly expressed by the theologi-

cal Students, who have presented
themselves before this body, and the
testimoniesreceivedrespectingthem,
are such as deeply to impress the
conviction, that they ought not " to

renounce the object of missions," but
sacredly to cherish " their present
views," in relation to that object: and
it is submitted whether the peculiar
and abiding impressions, by which
they are influenced, ought not to be
gratefully recognized, as a Divine
intimation of something good and
great in relation to the propagation
of the Gospel, and calling for corres-
pondent attention and exertions.

Therefore^
Voted, l"Mt there be instituted by

this General Association, a Board of
Commissioners for foreign Missions,
for the purpose of devising ways and
means, and adopting and prosecuting
meastires, for promoting the spread
of the Gospel in heathen lands.

Voted, That the said Board of
Conjmissioners consist of nine mem-
bers, all of them, in the first in-

stance, chosen by tliis Association;

and afterw^ards annually, five of them
by this Bod}', and four of them by the
General Association of Connecticut.

Provided, however, tliat, if the Gen-
eral Association of Connecticut do
not choose to unite in this object,

the annual election of all the Com-
missioners shall be by this General
Association.

It is understood that the Board of
Commissioners, here contemplated,
will adopt their own form of organi-

zation, and their own rules and regu-
lations.

Voted, That, fervently commend-
ing them to the grace of God, we ad-

vise the young gentlemen, whose re-

quest is before us, in the way of
earnest prayer and diligent attentioii

to .suitable studies and means of in-

formation, and putting themselves
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under the patronage and direction of

the Board of Commissioners for For-

eign Missions, liumbly to wait the

openings and guidance of Providence
in respect to their great and excellent

design."
Pursuant to the report of the Com-

mittee, the Association proceeded to

institute a Board of Commissioners
for Foreign Missions, and the fol-

lowing gentlemen were chosen; Kis
Excellency John Tread well, Esq.

Rev. Dr. Timothy Dwigbt, Gen jed-

ediuh Huntington, and Rev Calvin

Chupin, of Connecticut; Rev. Dr.

Joseph Lyman, Rev. Dr Samuel
Spring, William Barilett, Esq Rev.
Samuel Worcesier, and Dea. Sam-
uel H. \V alley, of Massachusetts.

Voted, That the gentleinen of the

Corimission, belonging to is'ewbury-

port, Salem, and Boston, consult

with the other members, for the pur-

pose of appomting a time and place

for the first meeting of the Board.

The Committee f^r taking minutes
of the narratives of the state of relig-

ion, made their report.

Voted, That the report of tlie

Committee respecting the state of

religion, be committed to the dispo-

sal of a Committee for publication.

The Rev. Messrs. Woods, Allen,

and Worcester, were chosen a Com-
Inittee for publication.

Voted, That the next meeting of

this Association be held at the Rev.

Mr. Worcester's in Salem, on the

last Wednesday of June next, 9

o'clock, A M.
Voted, That the Southern Hamp-

shire Association be requested to ap-

point the preacher for the next meet-
ing.

Voted, That the thanks of this

Association be given to the Modera-
tor and Scribe.

After joining in a psalm of praise,
,

and in a prayer by the Secretary, the
meeting was dissolved.

M. CUTLER, Moderator.
Attest, Sam'l Worcester, Scribe.

REPORT
On the state of the Churches and

of Religion.

The Committee appointed to take
mintites from the narratives given of

the state of religion, by the several

delegates to the General Association, •

beg leave to make the following Re-
port,

Having attended to the narratives
of the state of religion within our
limits, we have reason to praise God
for his kind remembrance of his
Church, in building her walls in

these troublous times; and in making
her to rejoice in the salvation of her
King. The state of religion we con-
template with mingled emotions of
sorrow and joy. While in the west-
ern portionof the state there are sev-
eral towns without a church, and
without a regular ministry; and
while in other places within our lim-
its. Christian institutions are much
neglected, religion declines, and an
alarming stupor has seized the minds
of persons of every description; we
behold with pleasure many glorious
displays of Divine mercy in different

sections of the Commonwealth.
In most of our societies there ap-

pear an increasing seriousness, and
a more general and solemn attend-
ance upon the institutions ofthe Gos-
pel; and many churches have been
richly blessed with' a season of re-

freshing from the presence of the
Lord. God hath clothed his minis-
ters with righteousness, and rejoiced
the hearts of his people.

Passing ovtr some promising ap-

pearances in a few places in the coun-
ty of Hampsliire, we dwell with de-
light on many towns in the county of

Worcester, blessed peculiarly with
the effusions of the Holy Spirit. No
period, within sixty years past, has
Ijeen so much distinguished for re-

ligious revivals, in this part of
Chiist's vineyard, or opened such a
moving a.nd animating scene before
the friends of God. In the towns of
Princeton, Holden, Paxton, Leices-
ter, Sutton, Ward, and Oxford, ma-
ny have seen the deadly leprosy of
their hearts, and been excited to re-

pair to the great Physician of souls

for help. Sinners have been convert-

ed from the error of their ways to the

wisdom of the just. Not less, it is

computed, than about six hundred,
have been added to the churches in

these several towns; many more have
become hopefully the subjects of Di-

vine ^race; and the work of the Lord
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is ^t;Il progressiFe. Ii» many other
uTwns also, men are trembling for

the r souls, and some promising in-

^Uiuces of conversion have occurred

^Ifc Travelling' to our eastern limits in

|%e coAinty of Esses,wejoyfully tnice

•^tllifoatsteps of Emmanuei. In Salem,
Beverly, Manchester, Marbiehead,
and Danvers.God has wonderfully dis-

played the riches of his grace, while
the Gospel has been preached amidst
the effusions of liis Holy Spirit. This
work has been conducted with such
solemnity, stillness, and order, and
been followed with such happy ef-

fects, -as to constrain even the ene-
mies of the cross to say, *' Surely
this is the finger of God." Within a
few months there have been between
four and five hundred added to these
churches; and many more are now
inquiring the way to Zion with their
faces thitherward.

The whaie number which has been
added to the churches within the
compass of the /association, the year
past, fi'om the best statements that
we have been able to collect, is about
twelve hundred, a number exceed-
ing very considerably the accoimts
we have received in any former year.

Thus there is still flowing a river,

the streams whereof cannot fail to
make glad the city of our God.
We may further add, as an en-

couragement to the people of God,
that the face of Infidelity has in some
measure lost its boldness, and tlie

progress of error has received an ev-
- ident check. The friends of the Re-
4e€mer have assumed a firmer coun-

'
. tenance; and there is an increasing
engagcdness among both ministers

. and people in the cause of truth and
righteousness. It appears also, that
the Lord has not left even his desti-
tute churches; but is filling up their
vacancies with evangelical preach-
ers; and that the churches, in gene-
ral, are blessed with a good degree
of union and harmony > «

It is pleasing to observe that the
Spirit of the Lord is not straitened.
His gracious influences are not con-

,* fined to our limits, but extended
..^ith glorious effects to many socie-
\^s in Connecticut, and other parts
of our country; where by the invin-

i* iible power of God the obcjurate
hearts of sinners have been iftelted
into the love of the Gospel,

We would also notice l|[i'tl|^]^s

:'e and gratitude the smiled orGi
Jas*

ure and gratitude tiie smiled'orGo.d
upon the Theological Seminary in
this vicinity, designed to prepare pi-
ous young men to preach the Gospel
of Christ. Of that infant Institution
above sixty have been admitted as
members, lire of whom iiave com-
menced prea<;^ing as regular licen-
ciaies, Aiul we are constrained to
consider theja'dent desire of some

-

of those pious students to leave their
country and kindred to preach a cru-
cified Savior to pen siiing heathen, a*
an omen for g.iod to Zion, botlt at
home and abroad-

God's ear is not heavy that it can-
not hear. The displays of Divine
grace which have now been detailed,
were genersiUy preceded by die spe-
cial and united prayers of Christ's
ministers andipeople. The greai Head
of the church lias never said to Jacob,
or his seed, " Seek ye me in vain."

That spirit of prayer, which God
has given to many of our churches,
we joyfully recognize as the harbin-
ger of Christ, in his power and grace,
to bring sinners to repentance.
The prosperity of Zion is a most

desirable and important object, for
which ministers should labor, and
Christians pray. Encouragement to
prayer cannot be wanting. Let the
friends of Jesus then pray for the
peace and prosperity of Jerusalem.
This is the cause of God, to whose
interests we owe our time, our tal-

ents, our whole selves. It is the
cause of Christ, for which he bled
and died. It is a cause which must
and will prevail Zion is destined to
live, to rise, and triumph. Let no
man account any thing dear to him-
self, that he may be found futhful to
her interests, and enjoy the favor of
her King, who reigns forever,

Bradford, 'June 28, 1810.
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Ixti^acts from the Minutes of the General

Association of Massachusetts Proper,

GREEABLY to appointment, the General Asso-
ATioN of Massachusetts Proper met at Salem, Wednesday, June

5, at 9 o'clock, A.M. Present the following Delegates:

ev. Messrs. Alvan Hyde, and ") ^^^^ Berkshire Association;
"1 Ebenezer Jennings, 3
ev. Messrs. JonaUian L. Poraeroy, and 7 fountain;

Benjamm R. Woodbridge.^
Samuel Taggart, Northern Hampshire;
Elijah Brainerd, and|

^^^^^^^ Hampshire;
Henry Lord, 3
Richard S. Storrs, and|

^^^^^^^^.^ Hampshire;
Isaac Knapp, 3

*•

Thoma^ Snell, and
j g^.^^^g^l^

Edwards Whipple, 3
Joseph Goffe, Woi'cester South;

Isaac Tomkms, and^
Haverhill;

Stephen Hull, 3
Betijamin Wadsworth,and

j g^^^^ ^^^ Vicinity;
Ruius Anderson, 3
Jedidiah Morse, D. D. and7 Union; in Suffolk, Middlesex,

Reuben Emerson, 5 Essex, and Norfolk;

David T. Kimball, Essex Middle;
William Latta, and") General Assembly of the Presbyterian

William Neill, 5 Church in the United States;

Moses 9. Welch and|
Connecticut General Association;

Nenemiah Prudden, 3

Moses'fiil'dforS^"'^'
^""^1 ^^^ Hampshire General; and

, , „, , O General Convention of Congrega-
Leonard Woi-ces er, and / ^.^^^j ^^^ Presbyterian Ministers.
Jedidiah Bushnell, j .^^ Vermont.

Rev. Enoch Hale, also. Secretary of the General Association; and Rev,

Samuel Worcester, minister of the place.

The meeting wasopened in theVes- The Moderator addressed the

:ry. throne of grace, for wisdom and

The Rev. Samuel Taggart was Divine direction, in the important

Chosen Moderators the Rev. Alvan business of the meeting.

jpyde. Scribe; and the Rev. Rufus Voted, That the Rev. Moses C.

Anderson, Assistant Scribe. Wdch, the Rev. Dr. Morse, and the
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Rev. Samuel Worcester, be a com-
mittee of arrangements.
At 11 o'clock, A. M. the Associa-

tion adjourned for public worship,

to meet ag-ain for business, at the Ta-
bernacle, at 3 o'clock, P M.
The Rev. Richard S. Storrs deliv-

ered a sermon at the Tabernacle,

from 1 Cor. xi, 19, For there must be

also heresies among yoic, that they

which are approved may be made -man-

ifest among you.

At 3 o'clock, P. M. met agreeably
to adjoui'nment; and the committee
of arrangements made their Report,
in part, which was accepted.
The Delegates, from the General

Association of Massachusetts Proper,

to tbe connexions abroad, were then
called upon to make their Reports.

1 he Delegates sent to the General
Association of Connecticut were not

present.

Tlie Report of the Rev. Joseph
Goffe, one of the Delegates to the

Ceneral Association of New Hamp-
shire, was lieard.

The Rev. Dr. Lyman, and the Rev'.

Samuel Worcester, Delegates to the

General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church in the United States, report-

ed, that they had formed a connexion
withxthat body, agreeably to their

instructions.

Voted, To form a connexion with
the Convention of Congregailoiial

and Presbyterian Ministers, in Ver-
mont, on tlie principles, and with the

proviso, stated in a communication
from that body, viz. That it shall be
optional with them, and with tliis As-
sociation, to send either one or two
Delegates.
Voted, That the Rev. Leonard

Woods, D D. and the Rev. Moses
Stuart, Professors of the Divinity

College at Andovei", be Invited to sit

with the Association, as honorary
members.

Voted, That the Rev. Dr. Morse,
the Rev. Mr. Neill, ' and the Rev.
Leonard Worcester, be a Commit-
tee to take the minutes of tJie narra-

tives on the state of lhe churcl:es, and
of religion, to be given by the dele-

gates.

Voted, To attend to these narra-
tives to morrow morning, at 9
o'clock.

Voted.That the Rev. Samuel Wor-
cester, the Rev. Enoch Hale, and the

Rev. Dr. Morse be a Committee to

revise the Rules of this Association,

and to consult on the expediency of

suggesting any alteration in the Con-
stitution, to the consideration of the

particular Associations connected in

this General Association:

The following Gentlemen were
chosen, by ballot, to constitute the

Board of Comm.issioners for foreign

Missions, the present year, viz. Wil
liam Bartlett, Esq. the Rev. Dr. Jo
seph Lyman, the Rev. Dr Samuel
Spring, the Rev. Dr. Jedidiah Morse,
and the Rev. Samuel Worcester.

Voted, To adjourn to 8 o'clock to

morrow morning, to meet at this

place.

Thursday, June 27. At 8 o'clock,

A.M. the Moderator opened the

meeting by prayer, after which, wer«
heard, in part, narratives from th<

Associations represented in this bO'

dy.

At 1 o'clock, P. M., adjourned tq

half past two.
Met according to adjournment, and

proceeded to hear narratives from th

delegates on the state of the church-

es, and of religion, in the particular

Associations represented in this bo

dy: And also, from the delegates o

the General Assembly of the Presby
terian Church; the General Asso-
ciation of Connecticut; the General
Association of New Hampsliire; and
tlie General Convention of Congrega-i
tional, and Presbyterian Ministers,

in the state of Vermont. H -ard, also,

a communication from the Rev Joh
Sergeant, Missionary to the Stock-

bridge Indians.

Copies of the Minutes of the Gen-
eral Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church of the United States; of the

,

General A.ssociation of Connecticut;'!

and of tlie General Association of'

New Hampshiie, were presented ar.d

distributed.

Tlie Rev. Leonard Woods, D.D.
and the Kev. John Codman, woe
chosen Dekgntcs to the General As-
sembly of tlie Presbyterian Cliurch in

the United Staies,to meet in the city

of l'hihuieii)iiiri, on the iliird Thursduy
of May iK-.xi. 'J he I'.ev. Richard S

Stuns, D.L''. ar.d the Rev. Elijah Vii.
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risli, were chosen to be their sub-

stitutes.

The Rev. Jonathan L. Pomeroy,
and the Rev. Zephaniah S. Moore,
were chosen Delegates to the Gener-
al Association of Connec; iciit, to meet
on the third Tuesday in June next.

The Rev. Rufus Anderson, and the
Rev. Joseph GofFe, were chosen to be

their substitutes.

A Committee of eight persons;

viz. the Rev. Samuel Worcester, the
Rev. Jedidiah Morse, D.D. the Rev.
Abiel Abbot, the Rev. Benjamin
'Wadsworth, Dr. Reuben D. Mas-
sey, \Villiam Thurston, Esq, Dr.

Joseph Torrey, and Jeremiah Evarts,

Esq; was chosen to co operate with
committees of the General Assembly,
and of the General Association of Con-
necticut, in devising measures which
may have an influence in preventing

some of the numei'ous and threaten-

ing mischiefs, that are experienced
throughout our country from the ex-

cessive and intemperate use of spirit-

uous Lquors.
Voted, To adjotu'n to 8 o'clock to

morrow morning.

June 28, Friday morning, 8 o'clock.

Met according to adjournment; and
the Moderator opened the meeting by
prayer.

The Rev. Reuben Emerson, and
the Rev. Vinson Gould were chosen
Delegates to the General Association

of New Hampshire, to meet the
third Tuesday in September 181 J,

at Dunbarton. The Rev. Isaac Tom-
kins, and the Rev. Samuel Shepard,
were chosen to be their substitutes.

The Rev. Jonathan Allen, and the
Rev. Elijah Brainerd, were chosen
Delegates to the General Convention
of Congregational, and Presbyterian
Ministers in Vermont, to meet on the
second Tuesday in September next,

at Vergennes. The Rev. Samuel
Worcester, and the Rev. Jonathan
Grout, were chosen to be their sub-
stitutes.

Voted, That the next meeting of
this General Association be on the
fourth Tuesday of June next, at 6
o'clock, P, M. in Westfield, at the
house of the Rev. Isaac Knapp.

Voted, That the H.averliill Associ-
ation be requested to appoint the
preacher for tjie.next meeting.

The Committee, for taking Min-
utes oi the narratives, made their Re-
port; which was accepted, to be
submitted to the verbal corrections

of a Comrhittee to be appointed for

the publication of it with 'he Minutes
of this General Association.

"The Rev. Samuel Worcester, the
Rev. Dr. Morse, and the Rev. Ru-
fus Anderson, were chosen a Gom.mit-
tee for this purpose.
Voted, That three hundred copies of

Extracts from the Minutes be prin-

ted, at the expense of the Associa-
tion.

The Committee, appointed to re-

vise the rules of this Association, re-

ported t/ie Jollo%ving, which were
adopted and are to be considered in

future as the rules, by which their fu-

ture meetings are to be governed.
1

.

The mmister ofthe place, where
the Association may convene, "sliall,

when the time of meeting has arriv-

ed, call the Association to the choice
of a Moderator, by ballot.

2. It shall be the duty of the Mod-
erator, next to call the Association
to the choice of a Scribe; and, ifnec-
essary, of an assistant Scribe, by bal-

lot.

3- The Certificates of the Dele-
gates shall be then laid upon the table,

and read by the Secretary, or Scribe.

The rules of the Association shall al-

so be read: After which, the Moder-
ator shall open the business by prayer,

4. In each subsequent sitting, the
Moderator shall take the chair at the
hour, to which the Assoolation stands

adjourned; shall immediately call the

members to order; direct the roll to

be called; and, on the Appearance of
a quorum, shall open the meeting
with prayer, and cause the minutes
of the preceding sitting to be read;

and, on every adjournment, shall

close with pra}er.

5o At each meeting of the Associ-
ation, a Committee of arrangements,
consisting of three, shall be appoint-

ed, by nomination, to prepare tLe busi-

ness of the session: And no business
shall be introduced, during the ses-

sion, b\it through the hands, and
with the approbation, of the Comirut-
tee.

6, Every motion, on being second-
ed, shall, if requested by the Moder-



Extracts from the Minutes of the

n,l:or, or any two members, be reduc-
ed to writing-: and no motion slrall be
spoken to, until it be seconded.

7. The Moderator may speak to

points of order in preference to other
members, rising from his seat for

that purpose; and shall decideqnes-
tions of order, subject to an appeal to

the house by any two members. But
he may not speak to the merits of the
question, without leaving the chair,

and placing some other member in

it, to moderate, while he speaks.
8. On questions of order, adjourn-

ment, postponement, commitment,
or the previous question; no member
shall speak more than once- Nor,
on any question, shall a member speak
more than twice, without express
leave of the Association.

9. When a question is under debate
no motion sliall be received except
for amendment, commitment, or the
previous question; viz. Shall the
main question be now put?

10 If a question, under debate,
contain several parts, any member
may have it divided, and a question
taken on each part.

11. Every member when speaking,
shall address himself to the chair,
and shall be subject to no needless
interruption; if he act disorderly, it

shall be the duty of the Moderator,
and the privilege of other members,
to call him to order.

12. No member shall leave the
Association before the close of the
meeting, except wiih the consent of
the body; nor sliall any one leave the
house, during a sitting without the
consent of the Moderator.

13. The discussions in the Associa-
tion, and the whole deportment of
the members shall be conducted with
decorum; with due respect to the
cl;air and courtesy to cacli other.

14. Each annual meeting shall be
closed with a psalm, or liymn, and a
prayer, by the Moderator, or sucli

other member as he shall appoint.
Voted, That the Committee for pub-

lication print a Schedule, in imitation
of those presented from New liamp-
.-.hire, and Vermcmi ; and send copies
of it to the Associations represented
in this bodv.

Voted, That it be recommended
to the several particular Associations,

constituting this body, to take such
measures as they may think expedi-
ent, to collect monies for the purpose
of defraying the expense of the publi-
cation of their minutes; and the nec-
essary expenses of the Secretary in

attending the meetings of this body;
and that such sums, as they may col-

lect, be deposited in the hands of the
Secretary, subject to the order ofthe
Association.

Voted, That it be recommended
to the several particular Associations,
imitedin this body, to consider wheth-
er any, and if any, what measure, or
measures, may be adopted to check
the growing profanation of the Sab-
bath.

Voted, That the thanks of this As-
sociation be expressed to the Mod-
erator, Secretary, and Scribes, for

their attention to the business of this

meeting.
After joining in a Psalm of praise,

and in a prayer offered by the Rev.
Mr. Welch,the meeting v/as dissolved.

SAMUEL TAGGAU.T, Moderator .

Attest, Alvan Hyde, Scribe.

RuFUS AndersOx^, Assistant Scribe.

A true cQpy: Attest, Ai.van Hyde.
The Committee appointed to take

minutes of the narratives of the state

of religion, within the limits of this

General Association, and its several

connexions, and to make report; pre-
sented the following; which was ac-

cepted:

With much regret, your Commit-
tee find themselves under the ne-
cessity of making a report, which
must be less comforting to the friends

of our Divine Redeemer, than some,
which have been presented to this

body, on former occasions. But, the
great Head of the Church is pleased
to teach us, as well by the dispensa-
tions of his Providence, as by his

word, that, except the Lord build the

house, they labor m vain, Toho build it;

and that, though Paul plant, and
Apollos water, it is God only who
giveth the increase. From he nar-

ratives, which have been given, it ap-

pears that, during the year past, the

showers of Divine grace, whicli have
fallen on that part of the vineyard of

our Lord, with which this body is

moVe immediately connected, have
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been less copious, and less extensive,
than those, which have been granied,
in some former seasons. Multitudes
remain in a state of careless security,

entirely regardless of the things,

which belong to their everlasting

peace. In many places, vice and im-
morality alarmingly prevail. The ho-

ly Sabbath is much neglected, and
profaned, not merely by the openly
ungodly; but, in some instances, even
among those, who have named the

name of Christ. There still appears,

also, in too many of tlie churches of
Christ, a lamentable want of Chris,

tian fidelity, in maintaining that scrip-

tural discipline, which is essential to

their purity, and without, which,

there is little reason to expect, that

they will be greatly increased, or that

they will long keep the unity of the

Spirit, in the bond ofpeace. In many
places, too,dangerous errors are gain-

ing ground; especially that most de
lusive and fatal error, which promis-

es salvation, equally, to the righteous

and to the wicked, to him that serv-

eth God, and to him that servelh him
not.

It would, however, be very un-
grateful and unjust, to present to your
view only those things, which wear
a gloomy aspect. Though many
things uppear discouraging and call

loudly for deep humiliation, and
searchings of heart; still, the Lord
has not forgotten to be gracious; but
he continues to fulfd his promise,
that the gates of hell shall not prevail

against his Church. From various

quarters, light breaks through the
cloud which has covered Zion. The
Ministers and Churches of Christ,

in this Commonwealth, connected
with this body, are, in a good degree
of one mind, concerning the great
doctrines, and duties which are es-

sential to the i-eligion of the Gospel.

Most of the churches are supplied
with pastors, who appear to unite,

with ^one heart, in defence of those

leading truths of the Gospel, which
are most justly denominated the doc-

trines ofgrace.
And though there is occasion to no-

tice, with deep regret, that Christian

discipline is by far too much neglect-

ed,there is yet reason to believe, that
hoth Ministers, and private Chris-

tians, are unceasingly impressed with
the importance of this subject; and
to hope, that a spirit of discipline is

reviving, and gaining strength, in ma-
ny of the churches.
The precious fruits of former reviv-

als of religion still appear, in a conver-
sation, such as becomelh the Gospel of
Christ; in many who have been hope-
fully called out of darkness into mar-
vellous light. Praying societies have
been formed, in many places, and
seasons for prayer, and for instruction

in the things of the kin_'rciom of God,
are, in general, well attended. There
is, evidently, an increasing attention

to the religious instruction of the ris-

ing .generation.

Many of the churches appear to be
awaking to a just sense of the duty
and importance ofattending especial-
ly to the instruction of their children,
who have been solemnly dedicated
to God, in baptism , It is, also, wor-
thy of very grateful notice, that
though, in most places, the special
influences of the Holy Spirit have
been withholden; yet, in some instan-
ces, a season of refreshing from the
presence of the Lord has been ex-
perienced; and that, on the whole,
considerable accessions have been
made to the churches.
Nov should we pass, in silence, the

disposition, which God has been gra-
ciously pleased to put into the hearts
of his people, to contribute of their
substance to promote the benevolent
object of Missionary, Bible, and other
Societies, which have been- formed,
for the purpose of diffusing the knowl-
edge of the v/ay of salvation, and for
reiievliig and instructing the poor,
and the ignorant. Not only must
this be esteemed a token for good, in

regard to those ,for whose immediate
benefit these institutions are design-
ed; but there is reason to hope, tliat

those, who devise and encourage lib-

eral things, will be rev^arded with
Divine blessings, upon themselves,
and upon their childi-en; since we are
assured, that he nuho ivatereth, shall
be waterea atso himself.
From the accounts received from

several other bodies, between which,
and this General Association, a con-
nexion lias been formed, which pro-
mises to endear the fellowship, and
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to unite the exertions of the friends

of Zion, in oui- country; it appears

that the state of the churches in their

connexions, is not very dissimilafc

from that of those churches, belong',

ingtothis Commonwealth, which are

represented in this body. Within

the bounds of the General Assembly
of the Presbyterian Church; in Con-

necticut, in Newhampshire, and in

Vermont; though less of special Di-

vine influence has been witnessed, the

year past, than in former years, and

though there is complaint of more
coldness and stupidity, in some pla-

ces, yet God has not left himself

without witness. Ministers and

churches are united in the great

truths of the Gospel; efforts for diffus-

ing Divine knowledge, are made; in

some places there have been very

pleasing revivals of religion, and the

cause of Christ appears to be steadi-

ly, thoug'h not rapidly advancing.

One thing which your committee
consider as especially woi-thy of

thankful notice, is the very promising

religious state of the College at Mid-
dlebury, Vermont. In that flourish-

ing Institution, which is blessed with

able and religious Instructors, about

half the present students are profes-

sors of the religion of the Gospel.

From this fountain, therefore, we may
hope that many streams will shortly

issue, which shall make glad the city

of our God.
On the whole, while, on the one

hand, many things are presented,

which call for deep humiliation;

which are calculated to wound the

hearts of the people of God; and to

excite their compassion for peiishing

immoi'tals; and which, in themselves,

appear discouraging; there is, on the

other hand, much to strengthen their

faith in the precious promises of God,
respecting the perpetuity and en-
largement of his kingdom, to encou-
rage their hopes, to enliven their zeal,

and to animate their exei'tions. Well,
tlierefore, may Ministers, and pri-

vate Christians be earnestly exhorted
to be watchful, and to strengthen the
things which remain; and to be of
one heart, and of one mind, striving

together for the furtherance of the
Gospel. Let them all awake from
their slumbers. Let them contend
earnestly for ihejlzitk once delivered to

the saints, and set their faces as flints

against the innovations of error, and
all the devices of the enemies of the
cross of Christ. Let them engage
heartily, and unitedly, in reviving the
discipline of the Gospel, and main-
taining the purity of Christian faith

and practice. Let them give more
diligence to communicate religious

instruction to the dear children and
youth, whom they have religiously

dedicated to God, and on whom the

future prosperity of Zion so essential-

ly depends. Let them be deeply im-
pressed with a sense of the import-
ance of the Christian Sabbath; know-
ing that where this sacred institution

is disregarded, the religion of Jesus,

in its purity, cannot be maintained,

nor the salvation of sinners promoted.
Let them offer prayers continually.for

the outpouring of the Spirit of God,
for the advancement of the kingdom
of the Redeemer, and for the salva-

tion of sbuls redeemed by his pre-

cious blood; and let their faith, their

hope, and their joy, be in the Lord
Jehovah, in whom is everlasting

strength, and who will assuredly ap-

pear in glory, build up Zion, and bless
'

his people with everlasting salvation.

'THE END,
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extracts from the minutes of the general association

of massachusetts proper for 1812.

Agreeably to appointment, the General Association of Massachusetts
proper met at Westfield, June 23, 1812, at 6 o'clock, P. M.
The Association consisted of the following Delegates:

Rev. Jacob Catlin, and
Gordon Dorrance,
Theodore Hinsdale, and
Aaron Bascom,
Moses Miller, and
Thomas H. Wood,*
Payson Williston, and
James Taylor,

Joseph Lathrop, D. D. and
Moses Wari'en,
Micah Stone,

Samuel Austin, D. D.
Joseph Lee, and
Joseph Estabrook,

Berkshire Association,

Mountain.

Northern Hampshire.

Central Hampshire.

Southern Hampshire.

Brookfield.

Worcester South.

Westminster.

"the Jiev. Alvnn Sanderson, one of the sitbstituesfrom this Associafion, took'

his seat till the arrival of Mr. Wood.

%.
H 4

'!!*•
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Rev. Jedicliah Morse, D.
Joseph Emei'son,
Abiel Abbot, and
John Bartlett,

Samuel Spring, D. D,

Jonathan Allen, and
Samuel Mead,

Amzi Armstrong,

Elijah Waterman, and
Erastiis Ripley,

Ethan Smitli, and
Sylvester Dana,
Asa Burton, D. D. and
Sylvester Sage,

D. and 7 Union.

Salem and Vicinity.

Essex Middle.

Haverhill.

General Assembly of the Presbyteriau
Church in the United States.

General Association of Connecticut.

Hamp-General Association of New
shire.

7 General Convention of Congregational

3 and Presbyterian Ministers in Vermont^*
Enoch Hale, Secretary to the General Association, and
Isaac Knapp, Minister of the place.

The meeting was opened in the
Academy.
The Rev. Samuel Austin, D. D.

was chosen Moderator; the Rev. Pay-
son Williston, Scribe, and the Rev.
Samuel Mead, Assistant Scribe.

The Moderator addressed the
throne of grace for wisdom and di-

vine direction in the important busi-

i'jess of the meeting.*
Voted, That the Rev. Messrs. Cat-

lin, Hale, and Allen, be the Commit-
tee of Arrangements.

Voted, That the A ssociational Ser-

mon be preached tomorrow at 2 P. M.
Adjourned to meet at the Meeting

House, at 7 o'clock to-morrow morn-
ing.

Wednesday, June 24i Met agrefe-

ably to adjournment.
The Rev. Messrs. Mead, Arm-

strong, and Estabrook, were chosen
a committee to take minutes of the
narratives of the state of religion.

The Rev. Drs. Lathrop, Spring,
and Morse, and the Rev. Messrs. Ab-
bot and Bartlett appeared and took
their seats.

The Rev. Dr. Lathrop, on account
,of his advanced age, resigned his seat
as a member of the Association to his
second, the Rev. Joel Baker.
The eommittee of arrangements

made their report, which was accept-
ed.

The Rev. John Codraan, delegate

* The Rev, Moderator opened the

meeting luith prayer o?i each day, and
closed it liiith prayer on each day except
the last.

from this Association to the General
Assembly of the Presbyterian church
in the United States reported, that he
had performed the service assigned
him; and referred the Association for

a narrative of the state of religion in

that part of the country to the dele-

gate frcm the Presbyterian Church.
The Rev. Jonathan Allen, delegate

from this Association to the General
Convention of Congregational and
Presbyterian Ministers in Vermont,
made a report.

A report by the Rev. Ilufus An-
derson, delegate from this body to

the General Association of Connecti-
cut was also read.

Voted, That the gentlemen, who
have been delegates lo represent this

Association in the other ecclesiastical

bodies with which we are connected,

be invited to sit as honorary members.
A letter communicated by Dr.Bur-

ton was read.

Voted, That this letter be commit-

ted to the committee of arrangements.

Voted, That a committee, be chos-

en, consisting of one member from
each association belonging to this

body, to propose arrangements for

raising money lo defray the expenses
of the Association, and also to specify

the particidar objects to which this

money shall be applied, and that the

Rev. Drs, Spring, Austin, and Morse,
and the Rev. Messrs. Dorrance, Bas-
com , Wood, Taylor, Baker, Stone,

Estabmok, Abbot, and Mead, be this

committee.
Rev. Thomas H. Wood, appeared

and took his seat.
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The Association proceeded to the

choice of delegatiis to represent this

Association in the respective ecclesi-

astical bodies connected with this

body.
The Uev. Jedidiah Morse.D.D.'and

the Uev. Alvan Hyde, were cho sen

delegates to the General Assembly
of the Presbyterian Church.
The Rev. Richard S. Storrs and the

Rev. Elijah Parish, D.D. were chosen
their substitutes.

The Rev. Samuel Shepard, and the
Rev, Joseph Emerson, were chosen
delegates to the General Association
of Connecticut.
The Rev. Payson Williston, and

the Rev. Joseph Goffe, were chosen
their substitutes.

The Rev. Vinson Gould, and the
Rev. Roger Harrison, were chosen
delegates to the General Association
of New Hampshire.
The Rev. Joseph Lee, and the

Rev. James Murdock, were chosen
their substitutes.

The Rev. Jacob Catlin, and the
Rev. Micah Stone, were chosen dele-

ffates to the General Convention of

Congregational and Presbyterian
Ministers in Vermont.

Voted, To adjourn to 2 o'clock, then
to meet for public worship; and im-
mediately after worship, to attend to

the narratives to be given by the dele-

gates.

Rev. Jonathan Allen delivered the
Associational Sermon from Acts iv,

32, And the ^multitude of them, that be-

lisved vjere of one heart and of one soul.

After public worship, proceeded to

hear narratives of the state of the

eh arches, and of religion in the par-

ticular associations represented in

this body.

Thursday, June 25. Proceeded in

hearing the narratives of the slate of

religion, and receiving information

particularly on the subject of Mis-
sions.

At the close of the Missionary de-

tails.

Voted, That the measures adopted
by the Amei lean Board of Commis-
sioners for Foreign Missions in pro-

curing the act of incorporation for se-

curing its funds, and in the com-
mencement of missions, meet the en-

lire approbation of this body.

Voted, That the Rev. Dr. Morse,
and the Rev. Messrs. Hale and Stone,
be a committee to devise and report
a mode to preserve the facts contain-

ed in the returns of the state of the
churches.

Voted, That Messrs. Waterman,
Codman, Abbot, Smith, and Wood,
be a committee to consider the expe-
diency of presenting a memorial to

Congress on the subject of carrying
and opening the mails on the Sabbath,
and, should they think it expedient,
to report a draft of such memorijjl to

be submitted to this Association.
Voted, That narratives of the state

df religion and of the churches shall,

at the next meeting of this body, be
presented in ivriting, with a view to

obtain an accurate account of the
principal facts, not however to prcr
vent any more particular details which'
the delegates may think it expedient
to add, or the Association to request,
The report of the conimittee, ap-

pointed by the General Association
in June, 1811, "To co-operate with
other committees in devising meas-
ures, which may have an influence in

preventing some of the numerous and
threatening mischiefs that are expe-
rienced throughout our country, from
the excessive and intemperate use of
spirituous liquors," was read; where-
upon,

VotAl, That the foregoing report
be committed to Messrs. Hinsdale,
Anderson,and Dana to report thereon.'

After a short recess, the Associa-
tion met in the afternoon, and attend-
ed to the commimication made by
the Rev. Dr. Burton.
The Trustees of the Vermont and

New Hampshire Theological Institu-

tion, having by letter, communicated
by Dr. Burton, requested that one,,

or more delegates, from this Associa-
tion should meet them in convention,
in October next, to assist in adopting
a constitution for their proposed sem-
inary; whereupon.

Voted, That the Rev. Samuel
Spring, D. D. and the Rev. Leon-
ard Woods, D.D. be the delegates re-

quested in the foregoing ap])lica*ion;

and that the Rev. Joseph Lyman, D.D,
and the Rev. Moses Stuart be their

substitutes.

The committee, appointed to con-
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sidei" the expediency of presenting a

memorial to Congress, respecting the
carrying and opening of the mail on
the Sabbath, presented a draft of a

respectful Memorial to Congress, but
the Association judged it expedient,
in the peculiar circumstances of the
country, to wave the subject for the
present, and accepted of that part of
the report of their committee, which
relates to the adoption of prudent
and special measures for preventing
the profanation of the Lord's day.

The committee, appointed to make
arrangements to raise money for de-
fraying the necessary expenses of the
Association, made the following Re-
port, which was accepted, vi2. In
regard to the objects of expense they
shall be,

I. The bills for printing the pro-

ceedings of this Association, and any
documents, which they may think
proper to publish.

II. The expenses of the delegates
of this Association to the General
Assembly of the Presbyterian church
from the time of their leaving the
state to their return to the state,

III. The expenses of the secretary

in attending the meetings of this As-
sociation,.

In regard to the mode of raising

funds to defray the expenses, your
committee recommend that the sum
of seventy-five cents, for the present

year, be requested from each member
of the several associations represent-

ed in this body, to be paid at the
next annual meeting of the Associa-
tion to the secretary, subject to the
order of the Association.

The committee chosen to consider
the Report of the committee of the
General Association in June last, res-

pecting the intemperate use of spirit-

uous liquors, recommended a recom-
mitment of the report to the commit-
tee chosen the last year, with the re-

quest of this Association, that the
committee should pursue the judi-

cious course upon which they had
entered.

The Rev. Enoch Hale was re-

elected secretary, and a vote ofthanks
passed for his faithful services.

The following report of the com-
mittee appointed to devise a mode of
preserving the facts contained in the

returns of the state of the churches
was accepted:
That it is expedient to deposit the

returns with the secretary, and that

he be requested to arrange the facts

contained in them, in the manner he
may judge best suited to preserve
them.

Voted, That the brethren, chosen
substitutes in the delegations to the
several bodies in our connexion, shall,

at our next session, be considered
as delegates to the respective bodies,

if they shall not previously have taken
their seats there through the failure

of their principals.

A letter from the Rev. Thaddeus
Osgood, containing a request that a
committee be appointed by this body
to examine his accounts of the ex-
penditure of monies committed to his

trust for the diffusion of religion in

the new settlements of our country
having been read.

Voted, To comply with his request,

and that the Rev. Dr. Morse, and
the Rev. Messrs. Abbot and Emerson
be a committee to attend to this busi-

ness.

Friday, June 26. Met agreeably to

adjournment.
The committee for taking minutes

of the narratives made th^ir report,

which was accepted; and the Rev.
Dr. Morse, and the Rev. Messrs.
Codman and Mead were appointed a

committee to prepare it for publica-

tion, together with the other pro-

ceedings of the Association, at tlieir

present meeting.

This report is as follows:

The committee of the General As-
sociation of Massachusetts Proper,
appointed to take minutes of the nar-

ratives of the state of religion given
by the members of this body, ask
leave to report:

That on a review of these narra-

tives, there appear some very hopeful

and comforling tokens of the increas-

ing power, and intiuence of religion

within the bounds ofthis Association.

Tlie order and harmony which gen-
erally prevail in the churclies; the
good understanding and fellowship

existing among the ministers of the
several associations; the great in-

crease of ,the missionary spirit; and
the lively interest it excites among^
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all classes of people; the growing at-

tention to the pious education of chil-

dren and youth; and above all, the
special elfusions of the Spirit of grace
upon several of the societies within
our connexion^ and their blessed ef-

fects perceived in the increase of the
numbers, and in the reviving of Chris-
tian graces in the churches, are just
causes of unfeigned gratitude to the
great Head of the church, and we
trust may be accounted by us hopeful
tokens of blessings yet in store The
bonds of Christian union and fellow-
ship have been strengthened among
the ministers of the churches to their
mutual comfort and encouragement.
The zeal for the spread of the Gospel
among the heathen, and for the sup-
ply of the destitute parts of our own
country, has had a most happy influ-

ence on the state of religious feeling,
and the practice of Christian duty;
and in several instances has been re-
markably owned and blessed of God,
in the fulfilment of his word, That
the liberal soul shall be inade fat, and
that he that ivatereth shall be watered
also himself.

The revivals within the year past,

though in few places great and pow-
erful, have nevertheless given numer-
ous and precious additions to the
churches, and afforded quickening
and encouragement to them who pray
for the peace and prosperity of Zion.
When we look into the western por-
tion of our connexion, we gratefully

notice the precious shower of Divine
influences lately fallen on Williams-
town, and the College in that place.

Nearly one half of the students in that

vising seminary, have hopefully be-
come the friends of the Redeemer,
and in a future day may become the
heralds of his salvation, to perishing
sinners. The work is still progres-
sing. When the salt is cast, into the
fountain, the streams will be pure and
salutary. Of the inhabitants of the
town about forty have been visi-

bly added to the Lord. In Pittsfield,

and several other towns, religious ap-
pearances are pleasant. In the more
central parts of this connexion, we
gi-atefuUy recognize the presence of
our divine Immanuel walking in the
midst of his golden candlesticks. Sev-
eral churches have been enlarged

and beautified with the salvation of
God. In the town of Westfield about
ffty persons have made a hopeful pro-
fession. In the town of Worcester
several conversions have been hope-
fully wrought, and, at the present
moment, appearances are encourag-
ing. May the scattering drops be
succeeded by copious showers, which
shall satisfy the thirsty hill of Zion.

We are happy to learn, that in the
County of Worcester a religious Char-
itable Society has lately been formed,
which embraces objects of very great
importance, and which promises to

produce extensive effects in aid ofthe
interests of Christianity.

For the encouragement of prayer it

deserves to be remarked, that in the
town of Royalstonthe church agreed
to consecrate Saturday evening, each
one in his own house, to pray for a
revival of religion in that place, and
for the ministers of Christ generally.

"Praying breath has not been spent in

vain.'' This event is an evident veri-

fication of our Savior's words, iftivo

or three shall agree together on earth as
touching any thing, it shall be given to

them, of iny Father ivho is in hewien.
In the south eastern parts of this

Commonwealth, we are informed of
an extensive revival in the towns of
Randolph, Easton, Abington, We)'-
mouth, Braintree, and Bridgewater;
and that an unusal number of hope-
ful converts have been added to the
second church in Dorchester. '

In the more northern parts of this
connexion, we have no special reviv-
als to notice; yet in travelling over
this ground if we are not regaled with
blossoms,we may fill our arms with the
richest fruits from trees of righteous-
ness which the Lord hath heretofore
planted. Among these fruits we ada
mire great unity ofsentiment, and ar>

unparalleled combination of efibrts to
send the heralds of the cross to the
distant regions of the earth. We
have already seen the star in the East,
and confidently hope that this star #
forbodes the speedy rising of the Sun ' ^
of Righteousness on these dark and *

benighted regions. In that quarter
of the globe where the King of Zion
commenced his scene of humiliation,
he now seems about to return in ma-
jesty and glory. In some of our more
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compact and opulent towns, we notice

with high satisfaction female Socie-

ties emulating the pious example of

an ancient female disciple in making
coats and garments for the poor. We
notice wilh pleasure the establish-

ment of a Sunday School, in the town
of Beverly, in which poor neglected

children are taught to fear the name
of the Lord and sanctify his day Sim-
ilar establishments are also contem-
plated in other towns.

In other sections of the church
in this country we hear with grati-

tude and joy of many things favorable

to the hope of Zion. In the Presbyte-

rian churches extending through all

the states south of New England, the

order of the Gospel and the blessings

of the Spirit of grace, comfort and
cheer ihe hearts of the people of God.

In the state of Connecticut, the steady

enjoyment of Gospel order in the

church, and frequent refreshings from
the presence of the Lord, maintain

and 'gradually advance the interests of

the blessed Redeemer. In New-
Hampshire the scenes presented are

more various. In the middle and
western parts of the state there have
been precious and interesting revi-

vals. But in some ofthe northern and
and eastern parts there is a great de-

ficiency of the ministration of the
' word of life, and a deplorable pros-

tration of Gospel order.

We notice here with gratitude the

prevalence of a missionary spirit, and
the establishment of a Bible Soeiety.

Many churches in Vermont are

reaping the peaceful and happy fruits

of the late revivals in that state; and
several places are now refreshed with
showers of divine grace. The late

revival in Middlebury College may be
justly regarded as a happy omen to the

church of God.
The prevalence of vice and immor-

ality, especially the profanation of the

Sabbath, and the abuse of spirituous

liquors are indeed alarming, and cause
a great diminution of the satisfaciion

we should otherwise feel in viewing
the moral and religious state of our
country. But when we hear the united
voice of the i*eligious ]rabiic raised
against these prevailing vices, and see
the happy coincidence of Christian'

resolution and exertion to check thes*

pernicious influences, we thank God,
and take courage. On the whole I'e-

view the Association feels a confi-

dence, that the great Head of the
Church hath not forsaken as, but is

still building up our Zion. We, there-

fore, say to our churches, Be ye stead'

fast and immoveable, aliuay abounding

in the work of the Lord,for as Tnuch as

ye know, that your labor shall not be in

•vain in the Lord.

A committee was appointed to con-

sider a proposal of Mr. Schermer-
horn *'to present to the amount of

g200 in copies of Owen's Exposition

on the Hebrews to any association

connected with this body, who will

form themselves into a society for the

purpose of aiding pious and indigent
young men of promising talents in

obtaining an edvication for the Gospel
ministry," and reported, that this

generous offer be accepted, and that

tlie subject at large be referred to a
committee of this body to report at

the next session of the General As-
sociation: which report was accepted,
and the Rev. Drs. Austin and Morse,
and the Rev. Mr, Codman were ap-

pointed a committee for the aboVe
mentioned purpose.

The secretary presented an account
for printing, which was allowed by
the Associaiion; and a committee
was appointed to confer with the
secretary and adjust the accounts and
expenses, who reported, that all ac-

counts are balanced except ten dol-

lars and fifty-five cents due to the
secretary for past expenses.

Voted, That the thanks of this As-
sociation be given to the Moderator,
the Secretary, and the Scribes for

their services during the present ses-

sion.

Voted, That the thanks of this As-
sociation be presented to the Rev.
Mr. Knapp, and the people of his

charge, for their kind attention and
hospitality to the members of this

Association, during their session.

Voted, That the next meeting of
this Association be on the fourth
Tuesday of June next, at 5 o'clock,

P.M. m Conway, at the house of the
Rev. John Emerson

.

Voted, That the Salem Association

be requested to appoint a preacher for

the next meeting.



88 \naf. Jui-t

After uniting- in a song of Zion, and
in an address to ihe throne of grace
by the Rev. Dr. Burton,

TJie meeting was dissolved.

SAMUEL AUSTIN, Moderator.

Attest, Pays ON Willistov, S'cr/^e.

Sa ML. Mead, Asi-is tant Scribe.

N. B. The Report of the Commit-
tee on the abuse of SpirituousLiquors,
and the Report of the Board of Com-
missioners for Foreign Missions, will

be published hereafter.
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EXTRACTS

FROM THE MINUTES OF THE

^ENEHAJL ASSOCIATION
OF

MASSACHUSETTS PROPER.

Agreeably to appointment, the GeMeral
Association of Massachusetts Proper met
at Conway, June 22,1813, at 5 o'clock, P.

M. Present the following delegates fi-ora

the Associations specified: viz.

The Rev. Ebenezer Fitch, D. D. Rev.
Gordon Dorrance, Berkshire;

Rev. Samuel Whitman, Rev. Caleb
Knight, Mountain;

Rev. Alvan Sanderson, Rev. Josiah W.
Cannon, Franklin;

Rev. Nathan Perkins, Rev. Johii Wood-
bridge, Hampshu'e Central;

Rev. Joel Baker, Rev. Alfred El)"^,

Hampden;
Rev. Micah Stone, Rev. Samuel Ware,

Brookfield;

Rev. Joseph Lee, Rev. Ezekiel L. Bas-
com, Westminster;

^

Rev. Gaius Cohant, Rev. James Mur-
dock, Worcester South;
Rev. Samuel Worcester, D. D. Salem

and Vicinity;

Rev. Richard S. Storrs, jun. Rev. Avery
Williams, Union;
Rev. Joshua Leonard, Rev. Ezra Fisk,

General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church in the United States;

Rev. Nbah Porter, General Association

ofConnecticut;
Rev. John Kelly, General Association

of New Hampshire;
Rev. Enoch Hale, Secretary of the Gen-

eral Association; and Rev. John Emerson,
Minister of the Parish.

The Rev. Ebenezer Fitch, D. D. was
chosen Moderator; the Rev. Samuel
Worcester, D. D. Scribe; and the Rev.
Avery Williams, Assistant Scribe.

Voted—That the Delegates for the
last year, from this General Association to
the other ecclesiastical bodies connected
with it, be invited to sit as honorary mem-
bers. The Rev. Vinson Gould, and Rev.
Joseph Emerson took their seats accord-
ingly.

Prayer was offered by the Rev. Modera-
tor for Divine aid and direction.

The Rev. Messrs. Hale, Leonard and
INIurdock were appointed a Committee of
Arrangements.
Voted—That the Associational Sermoa

be preached to-morrow, 2 o'clock, P. M.
VoTED'—That the appointment of spe-

<aal religious exercises be referred to the
Committee of Arrangements.
Adjourned to 7 o'clock to-morrow morn-

ing. Prayer bj' the Moderator.
Wednesday, June 23, 7 o'clock. Met

according to adjournment. Opened,with
prayer by the Moderator. The minutes
of j^esterday were read.

The Committee of Arrangements re-

ported in part, and the report was accept-

ed-

Attended to the report of the Rev. Drs.
Morse and Hyde, delegates to the Gen-
eral Assembly of the Presbyterian church.

Attended to the report of the Rev.
Messrs. Shepard and Emerson, delegates

to theGeneral Association ofConnecticut.
Attended to the report ofthe Rev. Mr.

Stone, delegate to the General Convention
in Vermont.
Attended to the report of the Rev.

Messrs. Gould and Harrison, delegates to

the General Association of New Hamp-
shire.

•Received the Annual Report of the
American Board of Commissioners for
Foreign Missions, officially presented by
their Corresponding Secretary.

Voted—that "we have attended with
great satisfaction to the annual report of
the Ameriean Board of Commissionei's

for Foreign Missions; and that we view the
evident smiles of Heaven on the business

of that Board, as calling for the gratefui

praise of ail the friends of Zion's cause.

Voted—that the above-mentioned re-

port be lodgfed in the archives of this

bodv.
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VoTEB—that the narratives on the

state of religion, and of the churches, be

communicated immediately after the

public religious services of the afternoon;

and that the Rev. Messrs. Perkins, Por-

ter, and Kelly, be the Committee to take

the minutes, and prepare the annual re-

port.

The Committee on the subject of ar-

dent spirits, by their chairman, the Rev.
Dr. \^'orcester, made a verbal report of

iheii- doiags, and presented the constitu-

tion and annual Report of the MAssAcnr-
SETTS SOCIETT FOB THE SUPPRESSIOS OF

IKTEMPJJRANCE, which the Committee had
procured to be instituted.

Voted—thatthfe^eport of the Commit-
tee as above mentoned be accepted; and
that this Association pledge themselves

to use their hijluence, and recommend it

to the several Associations represented
in this body, both as associations and as

individuals toiise their influeuce, to pro-
' mote the great object oj the above, men-
tioned Society.

The Rev. Messrs. Murdock, Gould,
and Sanderson, were appointed a Com-
mittee to audit the accounts of the Gen-
eral Association, and to devise means for

future supplies.

A communication from the General
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, on
the subject of a day of Humiliation, Fast-

ing, and Prayer, was read.

Voted—that the above communication
be deposited in the archives of this body.

The Rev. Dr. Fitch was chosen substi-

tute to the Rev. Richard S. Storrs, and the
Rev. Dr. GrifRu substitute to the Rev.
Dr. Parish, as delegates to the General
Assembly of the Presbyterian church, at

Philadelpliia, on the 3d Thursday in May
1814.

The Rev. Nathan Perkins was chosen
substitute to the Rev. Mr. .Wiiliston,

V and the Rev. Theophilus Parker, sub-

^stitute to the Rev. Mr. GofFe, as dele-

gates to the General Association of Con-
necticut, at Fairfield, on the 3d Tuesday
of .Tune 1814,

The Rev. Joseph Blodget v.'as chosen
substitute to the Rev. Mr. Lee, and the

Rev. Joseph Field substitute to the Rev.
Mr. Murdock, as delegates to the General
Association of N. Hamiishire, at Pl3^m-

outh, on the 3d Tue.sday of Sept. next.

The Rev. Messrs. Jacob Catiin and Ed-
wards Whipple, were chosen delegates to

the Genersil Convention of Congregational
and Presbyterian ministers in Vermont,
at Pa\vlet, on the 2d Tuesday of Septem-
ber ne.Kt.

The Rev. Messi-s. Hale, Whitman, and
Murdock, v\ ere appointed a Committee to

consider and report ou the mani;er in which

narratives on the state of reUgion, »nd r«--

turns of the state of the churches shall be

made.
The Association had a recess.

At two o'clock attended Divine service.

The exercises were perfomaed by the

Rev. Dr. Worcester. Sermon from
Acts XV, 30, 31. So -when tliey were dis-

missed they came to Antioch, and ivhen

they had gathered the multitude togetlier^

they delivered the epistle; tvhich -when

tliey had read, they rejoicedfor the con-

solation.

After divine service, attended to narra-

tives on the state of rehgion and of the

churches until 6 o'clock. Adjourned to 7

o'clock, to-morrow morning.
Prayer by the Moderator.

Thursday, June 24, 7 o'clock, met ac-

cording to adjournment. Prayer by the

Moderator. Minutes of yesterday were
read.

Voted, that the Committee, appointed

by the General Association the last year to

attend to the liberal proposal of Mx- John
F. Schermerhorn,be requested to continue

their attention to the subject, and make
report to the General Association the next
year.

Voted, that a copy of each of the print-

ed reports of the ecclesiastical bodies in

connexion with this General Association,

be lodged in our ai-chives.

Proceeded to hear the remaining narra-

tives, on the state of religion and of the

churches.

The Committee for auditing the ac-

counts of the General Association, fccc.

made their report, and the report was
accepted.

Voted, that for transacting any business

of this General Association seven members
delegated from the particular Associations

of Massachusetts Proper, be requisite for

a quorum; but that for opening and ad-

journing the meetings, a less number be
conix^etent.

Voted, that the delegates from this As-

,

Eociation to the General Assernblj- of the
'

Presbyterian church be allowed hy tliis

body seven cents per mile for their travel-

hng expenses, on th.eir outward journey,
after leaving the boundaries of this state,

till their arrival at the place of the meet-
ing of the General Assembly.
The following report of the Committee

on the subject of narratives was adopted;
viz.

That it he a rule of this Association

that narratives concerning the state of re-

Ugion and of the churches be presented in

writing, with the view to obtain an accu-

rate account of tlie principal facts; not
however to prevent any more particular

details, which the delegates may tliink it



•expedient to add, or the Association to

Irequest.

That the delegates of the several Asso-
loiatioiis be requested to furnish accurate

returns of the churches in their respective

connexions, with the names of the pastors

of such churches as have pastors, with
their college standing, and the times of
^heir joining the particular associations;

;he number of members, distinguishing

males and females in each church; and in

future years the vai-iatjons occasjioiied by

'

accessions and removals; the names of
';he ordained ministers, who are not pas-

tors of churches, and of candidates Ucen-
icd by them to preach the Gospel; also

the number of baptisms, distingiushing

»d.ilts and infants, administered the pre-

jeding year down to the first of May, to

)e preserved in the archives of this body;

md that the secretary be authorised to

ijjrocure printed schedules' for the above
purposes.

, Voted, that the secretary be authorized

j:o pay such expenses as are allowed by
[this Association.

f
The Committee for taking minutes of

(the state of reUgion, and of the churches,
[inade their report, which with amend-
'ments was accepted; and is here inserted.

I

The Committee to whom it was refer-

red, to take minutes concerning the state

:ofrehgion, would respectfully submit the
i following report:

On a general review of the narratives,

f given by the delegates from the sev-

eral associations within our limits, we
find much to awaken the gratitude and
raise the hopes of the friends of 7a-

on. In these "troublous times" the
Malls of our Jerusalem are evidently rising.

Harmony in the faith and order of Uie
Gospel prevails; and attendance on its in-

stitutions appears to be increasing. Some
congregations, which had long been desti-

tute of a stated ministry, have of late been
supplied: a growing attachment to evan-
gehcal truth is apparent; and sectarij^n in-

fluence, it is believed, does ijot on the
whole increase.

With heart-felt gi-atitude to God would
we make mention of the special visitations

of his grace to several of our churches.
Stockbricfge, Belchei-town, Amherst,
Granbjf, Munson, Sunderland, Wave,
Haverhill, and Bradford have been favor-
ed the year past, with rich effusions of the
Holy Spirit. Many in those towns have
been constrained to bov/-to the sceptre of
Jesus;—many have subscribed with their
hands to the Mighty God of Jacob. In
four of thera, more than three hundred
souls have been addtd to the churches;
and the work has not ceased. In othei'

places, some witliin. k:A 'orae without ouv-

limits, there have l/te:! pleasing refresh-

ings.

VVhile we lift our hearts to God in z&.-.

miring pi'aise for his gracious remem-
brance of us, in this trying day, we v. ould
not forget humbly to notice and lament tlie

special dangers with which some of our
churches are beset; and the fearlul de-
clension apparent in othei's. l"wo or three
on our eastern border are harassed by sec-

tarians, and are threatened with dissolu.

tion. A few others, on account of the
pressure of the times, are in danger of
losing the stated ministiation of the bread
of life; and many ai-e slunibei-ing in Laodi-
cean hikewarmness, even though some of
them have been visited with distressing

sickness and awful mortalitj".

We are happy in being able to sfafethat
in tlie past year, several immane and tinv-.v-

tiable societies have been formed; some
for the relief of the distressedj some for the
assistance of pious and indigent young men
in obtaining an education for the Gospel
ministry, and son.ic for aiding more direct-
ly in imparting- the word of hfe to the des-
titute. One Bible Society, and two Aux-
iUary Foreign Missipn Societies, one in

Franklin County, the other in the county'
of Hampshire, have been added to thoSe,

'previously formed. Though events appai--

ently inauspicious to the i^'oreign Mission
have transpired; yet we trust tlie exer-
tions of its friends are not reLsxijd; and
with pecuUar interest v/e notice evidence
that the missionary spirit is on the in-

crease. We have need of patience, that/

when_we have done the wiU of G'od, we '

may receive the promise.
From the delegation of the Presbyterian

Church, we are happy to learn, that, in ^
portion of that Church, God has been glo-

riously displaying his power and grace in

appointing salvatio.i to the walls of ZioB
and making her gates praise. In Eiiza-
bethtown and Newark in the State ofNev,"
Jerse}', and in Homer and Conneeticut
Farms, in the state ot New York, there
have been the past year, great rcvivph
of religion, and laige accessioiis to the
churches. In a few otlser places wit::ir)

their limits tlie infinences of the lloir
Spirit have been granted to awaken sin-

ners to their eteriiiJ inte!"ests, a'ld biiu;;

them itito the kiiigdom of Iramanuel, Aid
in general, within the b^Tinds of tlie Prcr-
bytcrian connexion, rt'lijion appears to b?
advancing', aud there are iisasiy circi:-, ,

sfances ca'culatcd to animate the !iot>'\i o:~

i:he liedeemev's frier dg^ ?.s:d to bring honoi
to his name.

In the sjate of Connecticut, univei :-:ii'4T!

acknowledged as eoiita'iuiug a precious a'-d

importaafportioii of tiie Caui-ch of Gcf^



/ *^ / iL/

4

there is great union and harmony among
t^ie ministers and churches. The mission-

aiy spirit has revived there in a new form;

that of ministers going two and two araor^g

their several societies, comprising such as

are destitute of a settled ministry, and
preaching and exhorting among the peo-
ple. This measure has been evidently

blessed to the re-establishment of Gospel
privileges in some places where they had
ceased, and to the revival ofreligion where
Aey were still enjoyed. Several ministers

liaye been settled; and in many places the

Spirit has c-orae down like raui upon the

mown grass, and like showers that water
the earth.

In the state ofNew Hampshire there is

a deplorable destitution of the means of

religion, even in some sections where they

were formerly enjoyed. But other parts

are well supplied with evangeUcal minis-

ters, who walk together in great harmony,
and by whose means the churches are edi-

fied and comforted. No new errors have
' arisen, and those which were a few years

since prevalent, appear to deehne. The
missionary spirit is evidently increasing,

and much good is hoped to resultfrom the

recently instituted Bible and Tract Socie-

ties. Some churches are reaping the hap-

py fruits of the late revivals of religion;

and the influences of the Spirit are effect-

ing good things, in several places, which
have long appeared to lie waste.

In Vermont the poUtieal dissensions

which had arisen in some of the churches

appear to have happily subsided. And in

general the ministers and churches are

very harmonious, and zealous in promot-
ing the cause of the Blessed Redeemer.
The Bible Society lately formed in that

state promises to aid the work of extend-

ing light and salvation to such as sit in

'&irkness.

"On the whole, thoagh we have many

things to lament, and many to feai', yet
the Great Head of the Church has not
forsaken us; but is giving us occasion to re-

joice, in his hght and love, and still to hope
and pray for the peace of Jerusalem. lit
us adopt the resolution, as we hear of thp
goings of our God and Savior, that "for

Zion's sake we will not hold our peace, for

Jerusalem's sake we- will not rest, unt8

the righteousness thereof go forth

brightness, and the salvation thereof as a
lamp that burneth."

Voted, that the report on the state of

religion, and of the churches be commit-
ted to the two scribes for revision and pub-

lication; also, that so much of the min-
utes of this meeting as they shall deem ex-

pedient be pubUshed with the report.

On motion ofthe Rev. Dr. Worcester,
Voted, that the members of this Asso-

ciation are very deeply and gratefully im-
pressed with the kindness, hospitalitvj and
respectful attention, shewn to them by

the Rev. Pastor of this church, and the

people ofthis town.
Voted, that the next annual meeting of

this Association be at the house of the

Rev. Dr. Griffin, in Boston, on the fourth

Tuesday in June,1814, at 5 oclock, P. M.
Voted, that the JBrookfield Association

be requested to appoint a preacher for the

next annual meeting.

On motion ofthe Rev. Mr. Murdock,
Voted, that the thanks of this Associa-

tion be presented to the Moderator, Sec*

retary, and Scribes of this body for the

correct and faithful manner in which they

have fulfilled the duties of their respective

offices.

United in a psalm of praise, and in I!.'

prayer offered by the Rev. Mr. Kelly.

True Extracts

—

attest,
Samuel Worcester, \ SrrihP',
Avery Williams, 5

'^c"''^*-

jPrinied bii Sawvel T^'Mrmstrong, J^o. 50, Comhill.
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EXTRACTS FROM MINUTES

OF THE

PROCEEDINGS OF TilE GENERAL ASSOCIATiC^N

MASSACHUSETTS PROPER.

At a meeting of the General Association
of Massachusetts Proper, holden by pre-
vious public notice, in Dorchester instead
of Boston, June 28, 1814

Present the following delegates from
the associations specified, viz.

Berkshire Association.
Kev. Joseph L. Mills, and
Rev. Thomas Pund^rson.

JMountain Association,
Rev. Caleb Knight.

Franklin Association.
Rev. Preserved Snith.

Hampshire central Association.
Rev. Evan Johns, and
Rev. Experience Porter.

Hampden Association.
Rev. Timothy M. Cooley, and
Rev. John Keep.

Brookfisld Association.
Rev. Thomas Snell, and
Rev. Samuel Ware.

Worcester South Association,
Rev. Samuel Austin, D. D.

Weslminster Associatlmi.
Rev. Joseph Estabrook.

Haverhill Association.
Rev. Isaac Tompkins, and
Rev. Joshua Dodge.

Essex JVIiddle Association.
Rev. William Balch, and
Rev. James W. Tucker.

Association of Salem and Vicinity.
Rev. Samuel Thurston, and
Rev. Samuel Dana.

I

Union Association.

Rev. Jedidiah Morse, D. D. and
Rev. Sarnuel Glle.

Delegates from the Gensral Assembly of
Presbyterian Ckiirch.

Rev. Aaron W. Leland, and
Rev. John Johnson.
Delegates from the General Association-

of Connecticut.

Rev. Royal Tyier, and
Rev. David L. Perry.
Delegates from the General Association

in JVeiv Hampshire.
Rev. Josiah Carpenter, and
Rev. William F. Rowland.
Delegates f-om the General Cunvsntion

in Vermont.

Rev. Sylvester Sage, and
Rev. John Fitch.

Rev. Enoch Hale, Secretary, and Rev.
John <^r dman, minister of the pansh.

The Rev. Jedidiah Morse, D. D. was
chosen Moderator, and the Rev. Johi\

Keep was chosen Scribe The Rev.
Thomas Punderson, v.as chosen assistant;

Scribe. The meeting was then opened
with prayer by the Moderator.

The Rev. Messrs. Cooley, Hale, and
Perry were chosen a committee oi ar-

rangements.
The Brethren, who were delegates

from this body to the associations in oup
connexion, in the General Assemble of
the Presbyterian church, in Coiinecti'.'J^

and New Hainpsbire, reported.
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Vdtid^ Tliat the associatiosi attend- a
p'-blic Leutiu'c oil eacUevetiitig during the

Volf.d, To set apart a seuson for praj-er,

Oil Thursshiy rnonuug, commencing ut

o'clock.

After prsyer, by the Moderator, ad-

;(Mui;eii to meet toniorrow raorning at

S o'clock, in the rneetiiig hoUse.

'i'iiursday niorning;, .fune 29, met ac-

Oi'diug t.) f.djniirnment and joined in

prayer witli the Moderator.
Voted, T!)at the Kev. James JMurdock,

pi'esent, a deiesjate from this body, to the
sieneral Asuociation in New Hampshire,
and rftiy other delegate ivho may be
present, he invited to sit as honorary
mer.ibcrs.

Voted, Tint the associational sermon
be delivered at 2 o'clock, in the afternoon.

The corniuittee of arrangements made
i'hi'ir report in part, winch was accepted.

Voted, That i'ur.iire reports of delegates

•0; and from this !)ody be made in writing.

I'oted, That lie v. >.Iessrs. Dana, Tuck-
f-r, a!i(l i'orter, be a coiiin-ittee, to audit

Uv^ aeiotiiits of the association, to repoit
The state of the funds, and such measures
;.s may be thought expedient respecting

thc;r..

Voted, Th'^t the association attend to

tile nari;:itive's of the state of relig^'jon, im-
mediately after p'iil:lic worship, and that

the i-C(.'v, Messrs. .Murdock, Leland, and
Perry, be a coiniriitiee to take jninutes,

and to prepare a report.

Voted, 'I'o hear a;id to take order upon
*ke measures jjropnscflj in an ancient Doc-
iimei.t, ijicjiared, "To serve the great in-

t^ntio^s of religli^n, v, liich is lamentably
decaying in the coaniry," by the Minis-
i^ers of Massachiis*^!Is, convened at Bos-
tor, in liie years ITOi, 5, and 0. It was
'iioved that a CTmrnlttce be appointed to

irepate a iSIaiu'rl of discipline for th«

r'vangelical churches in Massachusetts, in

connexion v.itri this association; -where-

upon.
Voted, To refer this subject to a eoni-

r.ittee of three, and that the llev. Samuel
Austin, D. 13. the Kev. Jedidiah Morse,
U. D. and the Rev. Enoch Hale, compose
this committee.
The foUoAvinjj Brethren were chosen

delegates to the ecclesiastical bodies with
v.liiclithis association is connected; vrz,

Kev. Samuel Shepard, and liev. Samuel
Osgood; delegates to the General Assern-
hiy of the Pi'eshytei-ian Church in the
'Jnlted States, to be holden in Philadel-
\Av:\ oi! '.lie S(i Tiirsday in May, 1815.

ivev. Yj\Rn Joims, and Rev. Timothy
3-1. Cool'.-y. were appointed Kubttiintcs.

Hev. Joiiu Codman, and. Ilev. .laraes

\\-. Tmker, sub.st!t!:tcs to the Rev._T]!<>-

-irMtus Packi'.V'l, and the R«v. ^v .-'.U! ;-iii

Perkins, delegates to the General Associ*

atioD of Connecticut, to be holden in Dan-
bury, on the third Tuesday in June next.

Rev. Joseph Estabrook, and Rev. Ex-
perience Porter, substitutes to the Rev.
Joseph Blodget, and the Rev. Joseph

'

Field, delegates to the General Associa-

tion of New Hampshire, to meet in Han-
over, on the 3d Tuesday of Sept. next.

Rev. John Keep, and the Rev. Rich-
ard S. Storrs ofBraintree, delegates to the
General Convention of Vermont, to meet
in Woodstock, at the house of the Rev.
Mr. Chapin, on the 2nd Tuesday in Sept-
next, at 2 o'clock, P. M.
The Committee oti the document, &c.

bearing date 1704, 5, and 6, reported.
Voted, That the consideration of this

report, be deferred till tomorrow morn-
ing.

Adjourned to meet in this place, im-
imediiitely after the public exercises, in.

the afternoon.

Tlie associational Lecture was preached
by the Rev. Thomas Snell, from Prov.
xiv, 12. There is a ivay, -which seemeth
right unto a man; but the end thereofare
the -ways of death.

At 4 o'clock, P. M. met according to

adjournment. The Rev. Moderator stat-

ed, that it was necessary for him to be
absent till tomorrow morning; He was
therefore excused, and the Rev. Samuel
Austin, D. D. was chosen to preside as

Moderator in his absence.

The association agreeable to assignment
proceeded to attend to the narratives of
the state of Religion.

Adjourned, after prayer by the Moder-
ator till tomorrow morning, 8 o'clock.

Thursday moruiij-g, Juns 30. Met ac-

cording to adjournment. The meeting
was opened with praj-er by the Moder-
ator.

The Con>niittee appointed to audit the
accounts of the association, made their re-

port, which was accepted.
Voted, That the Rev. Ebenezer Porter,

Eartlett Professor in the Theological In-

stitution at Audover, he invited to set witri

the association, as an honorary member.
The business assigned by previous vote

to this hour, was discussed and the follow-

ing vote passed, nemine contradicente.

"Whereas an ancient document has

been presented to this association, contain-

ing an answer to the question, "What
further steps nve to be taken, that Coun-

' cils may have their due constitution, ani
.

eflicacy, in supporting, preserving, and
well ordering the interest of the churches

in the country?" and "Assented to by ths

t!c!egates of the associations, met accorci-

ing to former agreement at Boston, Sept.

i;?, irO.^," fwd "fnrth.'r approved an-^

cor.finned, by a General Canvention ^
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die Ministers at Boston, 30, 3d month
t706."

Voted, That a coramittee of seven be

ohosen by bailot to inquire into the histo-

Tj of the above mentioned document; and
particularly to ascertain, whether the re-

solves it contains vvere carried into execu-
tion at the time, and to what extent; and
to report at the next annua) meeting
ofthis association, on the expediency of a

recommendation by this body of the plan

of discipline there proposed, either entire,

or with alterations and amenflrnents, to

the consideration of the associations and
churches in our connexion.

Rev. Jedldiah Morse, D. D. Rev. Sam-
nel Austin, D. D Rev. Leonard Woods,
D. D. Rev. Samuel Worcester, D. U.

llev. Enoch Hale, Rev. Joseph Lyman,
D. D. and the Rev. Timothy M. Cooley
were chosen a cohimittee for tlia purpoue
above specified.

The Committee appointed to consider

the liberal proposal of Mr. Joim S. Schcr-
merhorn, reported as follows:

"That it is expedient for the associa-

tions, in connexion with this body, to form
themselves into Societies, for the purpose
mentioned by Mr. Schermerhorn, and
tfiat being foi-med, they act as auxiliaries

to the I'eligious charitable society in the
county of Worcester, one avowed object

of which is, the assisting of pious indigent

young mew, in obtaining a public educa-

tion, in reference to the ministry; and
that the Secretary be a committee to re-

ceive the books offered by Mr. Schermer-
horn, and to distribute them in equal pro-

portions to those associations which shall

be thus organized; and also, to transmit

information to him of their organization,

on OF before the first day of May next.

It is recommended likewise to pass a

vote, directing the Secretary to express,

suitably, their thanks to Mi-. S/ehermer-
horn, for the generosity he has njianifested

toward this body. The report was ac-

cepted.

Voted, That a committee be chosen to

take into consideration the subject of
petitioning the Congress of tlie United
States, to put a stop to the transportation
and opening of the mail on the Lord's day;

and if they shall think it expedient to con-
cur with the late measures of tlie General
Assembly ofthe Presbyterian church, and
the General Association of Connecticut in

regard to this object, that they send print-

ed petitions, prepai-ed at discretion by
themselves, and in such numbers as they
shall think necessary, to the several asso-

ciations represented in this body, and to

others as they shall think proper, for tlie

purpose of procuring subscribers to sucli

petitions, to as great an extent as shall be

jii-acticahle, and transmit them, on or be^

fore the first day in Dece nber next, (o

such members of Congress, as shall in

their opinion, he diapoised to prorao'e

their design, to be laid by tham, bt-ibre

this great Council of the nation. Rev,
Samuel Austin, D. 1). the Rev. JaiTiC3

Murdock, and the Rev. Tliomas Sneli.

were chosen a committee for ihe abo\ e

put'pase.

The Con-.mittee appointed to tske mii;-

iM.es from the narratives of the stale ol'

religion, reported, which afier oorreciion,

was accepted as follows:

The Committee, appointed to prepare
a narrative on the state of relis^ion from
the coiiiniunications made to this body,
beg leave to ofier the following Report.

1" rom a general survey of tlie .state of
oun churches, it will appear, that the
friends of Zion have cause for increasing
joy and conf.denca.

While our political atfairs have been in

a state of peculiar embarrassment, while
tiie an<;Ty imd il-rocious pussions liavc teei'.

excited by the din of wai-, and while nml-
titudes have l>ten sufl'cring in their tem-
poral intei'ests and Jiappiness, the hern.id^^

of the Gospel have not failed to stand.

forth as the messengers of salvation to a
guiltj' world, and to put forth their ener-
gis'S, in dependance on sovereii;n grace,
foi" the enlargement aiid prosperity of
that kingdom, which shall exist and
flourish beyond the narrow bounds of
time. Though in some instances the at-

tention of Christians has been too mucii
engrossed with political and woritiiy
things, yet the cliurclies under our cai'e

have generally mu;)ifested more deep so-

licitude for those things into which the
angels desire to look.

Several of our cliurches have, during t])e

year, enjoyed a precious season of refresh^
ingfrom the pi'esence of the Lord. Most
of the revivals mentioned in the last an-
nual report have continued down tlnough
apart or the wljole of the present yearJ
A pleasing work of grace has begun, dur-
ing the pa.st yetir, in Long Meadow, Sa
voy, and Gloucester, and is still going lov-

ward. In several tpwns there appears to
be an increai-iiig attention to the wor<i
and ordinances of God: and genev>-.llv,

throughout our iiniits, external order ani?

decency, and, witli few exceptions, a firm
adherence to the failli once delivered to

the saints, give evidence tiiat the Lord is

still in the irjidst of our churches.
The attention of Christians has been

ranch called to the state of public morafs.
and noble and combined eftir)rts are mak-
ing, with the most fir.ttering prospects, for

the suppression of the heinous sins ot iii-

tempei-ance, si^bbath breaking, and pi-ofau-

ity. The Theological Institution, at Ar.

(ipver continues to prosper, aiid !v.iss;on?>.-
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tj, bible, tract, and othef religious chari-

tfible societies, are still pursuing their re-

gpective objects with that pious ardor,

which has been so astonishingly displayed

for several years past, both in Europe and
'America. In some parts of our limits

much attention has been given to cate-

chetical instruction; and an increasing

spirit of prayer is \-isible in many of our
churches.

On the whole, it is believed, that not-

withstanding a lamentable degree of for-

mality and spiritual deadness is apparent
in some places, and in others tlie friends

of truth and godliness see much to grieve

them, yet we have great occasion to re-

joice in the covenant faithfulness of God,
exhibited in the prosperity ofour churches.
While these things are presented with-

in our own limits, it is with jjeeuliar satis-

faction, we can speak also of the fruits of
grace in other sections of the Ameiican
dmrches.

Within the limits of the General As-
fsembiyofthe Presbyterian church, sev-

eral places have been visiLed the past

year, with the extraordinary e.ffusions of
the divine Spirit. Especially ought we to

smention Newark, and the towns adjacent
in the state of New Jersey, that highly

favored spot, which has repeatedly been
blessed with reh-eshings fiom the Spirit

of the Lord. In general the state of re-

ligion, as appears from communications
made by that body, is gradually rising.

From the General Association ot Con-
necticut, we have also joyful evidence
that "the Lord liath not forsaken' them,
Rnd the Most High Jiath not forgotten

them." The Spirit is
,
poured out in

many societies within their limits; and it

appears there ha\e been larger accessions

to the Kingdom ofZion the last year, than
in any preceding since the year 1800.

Tlse state of public morals is also improv-
ing, and the friends of tbe Redeemer are

becoming m re and more united in re-

straining vice, and m promoting the wel-

fare of souls.

Witliin the limits of the General As-
sociation of New Hampshire, although
Kome dangerous fanaticd errors i)revail,

and many places are destitute of the stat-

ed administrations of the Gos])el, yet the
happy fruits of previous revivals remain,
^nd a laudable zeal and faithfulness

appear to cliaracterize the exertions of

the nianvs w'ho are contending earnestly

for the faith. The exertions made the
year past, by the Massachusetts Society

for promoting Clu-istian Knowledge, to

strengthen the tilings -which remain, and
which were reac^v to die, in the counties

af Rockingham and Strafford, by their

missionaries, and the dispersion of relig-

icus books and tracts, ha^.e been crowned

with pleasing success, and encourage &
hope of the speedy resettlement of the!

Gospel, in several towns, which has'e long
been destitute. The attention to the in-

struction of youth and children, and the
efforts for the suppression of open viola-

tions of the sabbath, and other public vices,

afford the animating hope, ihat their la-

bors, through the divine blessing, will be
followed with salutary effects.

From the General Convention of Ver-
mont no information has been received of
any extraordinary reformation of re-
cent date, except in the towns of Pawlet
and Bridgeport. W hile we lament that a
great portion of that slate is destitute of
the stated administration of the bread of
life, and that vice and error, so extensively

prevail, we see also some tokens for

good, particularly in the formation of Bible
and Moral Societies, and much to induce
christians to intreat the Lord of the har-

vest, to send forth laborers into this part

of his vineyard.

From a general view of the state of re-

ligion throughout the world, it appears,

that the cause of Zion is advancing; and
notwithstanding the opposition from the
powers of darkness, the church is gradu-
ally rising from her depression and laying

aside her sackcloth. The period foretold

when "many should run to and fro and
knoMledge he increased," is come. In
view of the animating prospects before

us, v.c anticipate the IJme as not far dis-

tant, when it shall be said to Zion. "Arise,

shine; for thy light is come, and the glory

of the Lord is risen upon thee."

By order of the Committee,
James M.u?,dock, Chairman.

John Keep, Scribe.

Voted, That the Rev. Jedidiah Morse,
D. D. and Jeremiah Evai-ts, Esq. be a
Committee to publish in the Panoplist, at

their discretion, the minutes of this asso-

ciation.

A statement having been made to this

association, fi-ora good authority, of the

energetic measures, lately pursued by tVie

peace officers and tythingmen in Belchers-
town, to prevent the profanation tf the
Lord's day.

Voted Unanrmouski, That this assccia'

tion are deeply and gratefully affected by
this information, aud hold in respect and
honor, the officers aforesaid; and that they
anticipate the best results from these no-

ble efforts, to maintain the authority ofthe
laws, and the sanctity of ,the Sabbath.

Voted, That the Secretary be requested
to transmit a copy of ihis vole to the se-

lectmen of BeiclierstowD, to be commu-
nicated by them to the officers aforesaid-

Voted Unavimmisly, Thst this associa-

tion hear with great satisfaction, thatzcal
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«us efforts are making in different districts

Oi the commonwealth, and particularly

in the towns lying on the roads between
Boston and Hanover, in N. H. for the

suppression of the multiplied violations of

the Sabbath, which have been witnessed
with so much grief by the friends of piety

and order.

Voted, That the Rev. Mr. Codman be
requested to express the thanks of the
Association to his Society, for the very
kind and respectful treatment they have
received during their present session; and
their satisfaction that they conformed to
the wishes of the association in not order-
ing upon the table at the public dinner any
spirituous liquors.

Voted, That the next annual meeting
of the association be holden iu Royalston,
at the. house of the Rev. Joseph Lee, on
the last Tuesday in June, 1815, 5 o'clock

P. M. and that the Union Association be
requested to appoint the preacher.

Adjourned till tomorrow morning 6
o'clock.

Friday morning, June SO. Met accord-

ing to adjournment. Prayer by the Mod-
erator. The minutes were read and cor-

rected.

Voted, That the publishing Committee
cause to be printed 150 copies of Minutes
of this Association, and that they forward
such numbers. to the bodies in this con-

nexion, as they shall deem proper.
After uniting in singing an hymn, and

in prayer with the Rev. Mr. Johnson, the
meeting was dissolved.

Jedidiah MoasE^ ^Moderator.

John Keep, Scribe.

The following Document, copied from the

Original M. S. by the Rev. Professor
Jenks, who now has it in his possession,

was lately put into his hands, by Madam
H. Crocker, of Boston, gi-and-daught-

er of Rev. Dr. Cotton Mather, and
is now published, so far as is known, for

ihejlrst time. The Christian public

are left to make their own comments
on this invaluable relick of our vener-
able and pious forefathers.

"Bosion, \d. 47/?. 1704.

To serve the Great Intentions of

Religion, which is Lamentably
decaying in the Country; It is

proposed,

1. That r^ e Pastors of the

Ghurches, do personally dis-

course with the young people in

'.heir Flocks, and with all possi-

ble prudence and goodness en-

deavor to win their consent to

the Covenant of Grace, in all the

Glorious Articles of it.

2. That unto this Purpose the

Pastors do take up that laborious,

but engaging practice of making
their Personal Visits unto all

the Families, that belong unto

their Congregations.

3. That the Pastors in this

way of proceeding, bring on

their People, as far as they can,

publicly and solemnly to recog-

nize the covenant of God, and

come into such a degree of the

Church-State, as they shall be

made willing to take their sta=

tion in; But not to leave oif. till

they shall be qualified for,and per-

suaded to Communion with the

Church in all special ordinances,

4. That for such as have sub-

mitted to the Government of

Christ in any of His Churches,

no Pastors of any other Church-'

es, any way go to shelter them
under their wing, from the dis-

cipline of Ihose from whom they

have not been fairly recom-

mended.
5. That they who have not ac-

tually recognized their subjec-

tion to the discipline of Christ

in his Church, yet should, cither'

upon their obstinate refusal Oi

such a subjection, or their faiiing

into other Scandals, be faitiifuily

treated with proper Admoni-
tions: About the method and.

manner of managing which Ad.-'

monitions, the Pastors ^ilh their

Several Churohes, will be left

unto the exercise of their own
disci'eiion.

6. it is desired, and intended,

if the Lord please, that at the

General Convention of tiie Min-
isters, there m'd)' be given in bj
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each of the Pastors present, an

account of their procuress and

success in that Holy Undertak-

ing, which has been proposed:

That so the Lord may" have the

Glory of his grace, and the Con-

dition of Religion in the Country

may be the better known and

served among us.

7 As a subserviency to tliese

good and great Intentions, It is

proposed; That the Associations

of the Ministers in the several

parts of the Country may be

strengthened, and that the sever-

al Associations may by letters

hold more free Communications
with one another.

Voted and Unanimously con-

sented unto.

Present,

Samuel Willard, Moderator.

Ebenezer Pemberton,
Benjamin Colmaii,

John Hancock,
Thomas Blovve,—

?

Cotton Mather,
Grindal Rawson,

.

Nehemiah Walter,
Thomas Barnard^

James Allen,

Samuel Torrey,
Moses Fiske,

Joseph Green,
John Fox,
Rowland Cotton,

Jonathan Pierpont,

Jonathan Sparahawk,
Joseph Belcher,

John Clark,

Benjamin Wadsworth,
Joseph Gerrish,

Peter Thatcher,
James Sherman,
Jonathan Russel,
Thomas Bridge,
John Danforth-

"Quest. What further steps

s^re to be taken, that Councils

may have their due constitution

and Efficacy, in supporting,

preserving, and well-ordering,

the Interest of the Churches in

the Country?

It was proposed,

I. That the Ministers of the

Country form themselves into

Associations, that may meet at

proper limes to consider suc!i

ihi.igs, as may properly lay be-

fore them, relating to their own
Faithfulness toward each other,

and the Common Interests of

tl^s Churches:—And that E'^ch

of these Associations have a

Moderator for a certain time,

who shall continue till another
be chosen, vvho may call them
together upon em.ergencies.

In these Associations,

It is expected, that Questions,

and cases, of importance, either

provided by themselves, or by-

others presented unto them,
should be upon due deliberation

Answered.
That advice be taken by ths

Associated Pastors, from time to

time, ere they proceed to any
actions in their particuluv

chut(s,hes, vvh^cli ntay be likely

to produce any Embroilments.
That the Associated Pastors

do carefully, and lovingly treat

each other with that watchful-

ness, which may be of Universal

advantage. And that if any Min-
ister be accused to l!ie Associa-

tion, whereto ha belongs, of

scandal or heresy, the matter
shailbe thus examined; and if

the Associated Ministers find

just occasion for it, they sliail

direct the calling of tlie council,,

ijy whom such an t Header is to

be proceeded against.

That the Candidates of tlie

IMlnistry, undergo a due tria^,

bv some one or other of i.hs As-
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sbciations, concerning their qual-

ifications for the evangelical min-
istry: And that no particular

JPastor, or congregation, employ
any one in occasional preaching,

>vho has not been recommended
by a testimonial under the hands

of some Association,
• That tliey should together be
consulted by bereaved Churches
to recommend to them such
pers'ons, as may be fit to be em-
ployed among them for present

siippiy, from whom they may in

due lime proceed to choose a

Pastor.

That hereunto may be refer-

red the direction of proceedings

iii any of their particular

hurches, about the convening
of the councils, that shall be

Uiought necessary for thqpn't f fare

of the churciies.

That the several Associations

in ihe country maintain a due
correspondence with one anoth-

er; that so the state of religion

may be better known, and served

in all the churches:—And par-

ticularly it is thought necessary

to the weil being of these

churcl;cs, that all the Associa-

tions in the country meet togeth-

er, by their respective Delegates
once in a year, to concert mat-
ters of common concern to all

the churches.

And, finally, that, ministers,

disposed thus to associate, en-

deavor in the most efficacious

manner they can, to prevail with

such ministers, as unreasonably
neglect such nieeiings witji their

Brethren in proper Associaliuiis;

that they would not expose them-
selves to the inconveniencies,

that such neglects cannot but be

aiicoded wiUiai.

II. It 13 proposed,
That these Associated Pastors,"

with a proper number of Dele-
gates from their several church-
es, be formed into a standing op
stated council; which shall con^
suit, advise, and determine all

affairs, that shall be proper mat-
ter for consideration of an Ec-
clesiosiical Council, within their

respective limits. Except al-

ways when the cases are such,

as the Associated Pastors may
judge more convenient, to fall

under the cognisance of some
other council.

III. That to this end these
Associated Pastors, with their re-

spective churches, shall consoci-

ate and combine, according to

what has been by the synods of
these churches recommended;
that they act as consociated
churches, in all Holy watchful- a
ness, and helpfulness towards £ ^

each other: And that each churcgf*!^
choose and depute one or more,
to attend their Pastors, as mem-
bers of the council, in their

stated sessions, or occasionally,

as emergencies shall call for.

IV. That these messengers
from the several consociated

churches, shall be chosen once
a year, at the least.

V. It is propounded, as that

which from our beginnings has

been recommended, that the

churches thus consociated for

these purposes, have a stated

tinjie, to meet in their council;

And once in a year seems little

enough, that they may enquire
into the condition of the church-
es; And advise such things as

may be for the common advan-
tage of our Holy religion. But
the uiore particular time is best
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left to the deierminatfon of each

respective Association.

VI. That the Association shall

direct when there is occasion for

this council to convene on any

emergency; and shall direct

whether the whole, or only a cer-

tain nunrjber of these consociated

Pastors and Churches shall con-

vene on such occasions.

VII It appears agreeable to

the present condition of our

churches, and from our begin-

ingb icknowledged; that no acts

in the couiiciis, are to be receiv-

ed, as concluded, and decisive;

foi- which there has not been the

concurreiice of the Major part

oc the Pastors therein concerned.

. VIII. 1 he determinations of

the councils, thus provided for

the nectssities of the Churches,

are to be looked on as final and
decis.ive; except aggrieved
churches or persons have

^weighty reasons to the contrary:

in which cases there should be

jjrovision for a farther hearing.

And It seems proper, that the

council convened on this occa-

sion, should consist of such Pas-

tors and Churches, as may be
more for number than the form-
er: And that they should be such
as shall be directed to, and con-

vened for this purpose, by the

ministers of any Association
hear to that, whereto these of the

former council belonged: Unto
-which the aggrieved should ac-

cordingly apply themselves; and
in this way expect a final issue.

IX. If a particular church
will not be reclaimed by council,

j'rom such gross disorders, as

plainly hurt the common inter-

ests of Christianity, and are not
mere tolerable differences in

opinion, but are plain sins

against the command, and king-

dom ofourLord Jesus Christ; the

council is to declare that church
no longer fit for communion
with the churches of the faithful;

And the churches represented

in the coiincil are to approve,

confirm, and ratify the sentence,

and withdraw from the commu-
nion of the church, that would
not be healed:—Nevertheless if

any tjiembers of the disorderly .

church do not justify their dis-

orders, but suitably testify

against them; these are still to

be received to the wonted com-
munion of the churches:—And
if after all due waiting the

church be not recovered; they

may (upon fit advice) be actually

taken in as members of some
other dllurch in the Vicinity.

These proposals are assented to

by the Delegates of tlie Associ-

ations met according to former
agi'eement, at Boston, Sept. 13,

IfCiS, to be commended unto
the several Associations and
Ministers, in the several parts

of the country, to be duly con-
sidered, that so what shall be
judged for the service of our
great Lord, and of his Holy
Churches, may be further pro-

ceeded in.

Samuel Willard, AIod.~\

Cotton Mather, ^Boston.

Ebenezer Pemberton,J
Samuel Torry, ? ,j^

John Danforth, ^ ^

Samuel Cheever,
Joseph Gerrish,
Grindal Raw son, Sherborn,

Samuel Danforth for Bristol Js-

sociation.

Further approved and confirm-
ed, and a Resolution to pursue,

imoiitk.

Salem.
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v/ilh the Divine Assistance, in

all suitable methods, the inten-

tion of the said proposals,—By a

General Convention of the Min-
istv-fs at Boston; 30d. 3m. 1706.

Attested by

Samuel Willard, Mod*'

The following Document, from the pen
of a distinguished Divine of New Eng-
land and one of the Committee, who
prepared the preceding Resolutions,
was written about the year 1700, and is

published in this connexion, as indicat-

ing the state of religion ,and discipline

in the New England churches, at that
period, with more correctness and pre-
cision, than any thing that has fallen

under our notice. The churches be-
ing in the situation here represented,
the movements which followed, from
1704 to 1706, as exhibited in the pre-
ceding document, were natural and to
be expected from good men, who were
dispose<i and determined, at all hazards
to do their duty. Like causes will

always produce like efiFects.

i^^More f}articular firognostlca^

tions ufion the future state of

I

i^Ew England.
I

But, Oh my dear J'few Eng-
\ land, give one of thy friends

I

leave to utier the fears of thy

I best friends concerning thee;

and consider what fearful cause
ihei'e may be for thee to expect
sad things to come? If every wise
man be a prophet, there are yet

some in thee that can prophesy.
Predictions may be formed out
of these

Reasonable Exfiectations.

, I. Where schools are not vig-
iprously and honorably encour-

.

J

aged, whole Colonies will sink
apace into a degenerate and
contemptible condition, and at

last become horribly barbarous.

And the first instance of their

barbarity will be, that they will

V' undone for want of mew, but

3

will not see and own what it wa*
that undid them.

II. Where faithful ministers
are cheated and grieved by the
sacrilege of people that rebel
against the express word of
Christ, Let him that is taught in

the Word, communicate unto him,

that teacheth in all good things;

the righteous judgments of God
will impoverish that people; the
Gospel win be made lamentably
unsuccessful unto the souls of
such a people; the ministers
will be either fetched away to

Heaven, or have their ministry
made woefully insipid by their

incumbrances on earth.

III. Where the ministers of
churches in a vicinity despise
or neglect Formed dssociations

for mutual assistance in tbeii

evangelical services; Wo to him
that is alone. 'Tis a sign that
either some of the Pastors want
love to one another; or that oth-
ers may be conscious to some
fault which may dispose them
to avoid inspection; but fatal to

the churches will be the tenden-
cy of eitlier.

IV".
, Where churches have

some hundreds of souls under
their discifiline, but the single

pas'ors are not strengthenpf!

with consistories of Elders, or an
agreeable number of wise and
good and grave men, chosen to

join with the paster as their

president in that part of his work,
which concerns the I'Jell-ruhng

of the fock, there discipline wiii

by degrees be Utterly lost; the

grossest offenders wiil by degrees
and through parties be scarce to

be dealt withal.

V. Where pastors do no?:

quicken ovdQrly t^rivate meelingl^

of both elder and younger Chrit^-
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lians for exercises of Religion

in their neighborhood, the power
of religion will observably decay

among those Christians, the seed

sonvn in the fiublic^ will not so

much prosper for want of being
ivatered in private. And when
the pastor shall fall sick, there

will not be so much as one com-
pany of Christians in all his

flock-, that can come together to

pray for his life.

VI. Where churches profes-

sing a great Reformation shall

cease to refiresent in their con-

stitution unto the ivnrld the ho-

liness of the Lord Jesus Christ

and of his heavenly kingdom., they

will become loathsome to that

holy Lord; their glory is gone
and their defence goes with it;

the dreadful wrath of Heaven
will astonish the world with the

things it will do unto them.
VII. Where churches are loth

to give unto councils regularly

upon complaints enquiring into

their administrations an account
thereof 'tis much to be suspect-

ed that they are chargeable with
Tual-administrations ; and if the

advi-e of regular councils come
once to be trod under foot by
any particular churches, all seri-

ous men will be afraid of join-

ing to such unaccountable socie-

ties.

VIII. Where a mighty body
of people in a country are set

upon running down the ancient

church state in that country, and
are violent for the hedge about
the communion at the Lord's ta-

ble to be broken down; and for

those who are not admitted nnto
the communion., to stand on equal
terms in all votes with them
tbas arcj the churches there, are

not far from a tremendous con^

vulsion, and they had need use a

marvellous temper of resolution

with circumspection to keep it

off.

IX. Where churches are bent

on backsliding, and carried away
with a strong spirit oi afiostasy^

whatever minister shall set him-
self to withstand their evil bents^

will pull upon himself an inex-

pressible contempt and hatred,

be his merits never so great; a

thousand arts will be used for to

make him little; he had neeo be

a man of great faith and great

firayer; but God will at length

honor such a man with great

recompenses.
X. Where a fountain shall be-

come corrupt^ there the streams

will no longer make glad the

city oj God.
XI. The gospel of our Lord

Jesus Christ we have with much
expense lately sent into several

of our Southern plantations. If

it be rejected there are terrible

things, to come upon them
'twere better to have lived in

Sodom than in one of these filan"

tations

XII. God prepare our dear

brethren in Connecticut for cer-

tain changes that are impending
over them.

Finally, there was a town call-

ed jimyclm.) which was ruined
by silence. The rulers, because
there had been some false alarms,

forbade all people, under pain of

deathj to speak of any etiemiet

approaoihing them. So when
the enemies came, indeed no one
durst speak of it, and the town
was lost. Corruptions will grow
upon the land, and they will gain

by silence. It will be so invidious
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,so clo it; no man .will dare to speak

of the corruptions, and the fate

of Amyclas \i\\\ come upon the

land.

Reader, I called these things

pro^fihesy; but I wish I be not

all this while writing history.

Now if any discernini^ persons

apprehend any dangers to im-

pend over Jsfew England from

any of the symptoms mentioned,

it is to be hoped they will em-
ploy their bc-st thoughts how to

anticipate those dangers; and

•whereas 'tis the sense of al! men,

who discern any thing, that it is

in vain to hope for any good un-

til a spirit of grace be poured

out from Heaven to dispose men
to it; I beg them to consider

whether the only way to obtain

that spirit ofgrace ,,
be not hum-

bly to ask it by prayer with./a«;-

ing before the God of Heaven.

It was therefore an article in

an advice agreed upon by some
of the principal ministers in this

province, and with the mention

of that advice (which doubtless

all but the slteping will follow)

I'll conclude: "Solemn days

oi prayer with /asizw^* celebrated

in our churches to implore the

prace of God for the insing gen-

eration, would probably be of

blessed consequence for the

turning of our young people un-

to the God of our fathers. The
more there is this way ascribed

unto grace, the more the grace

of God is like to be communi-
cated; and there is in this way a

natural and plentiful tendency to

awaken our unconverted youth

unto a sense of their everlasting

interests, which were it general-

ly accomplished a remarkable

reform-ation were therein effect-

ed."

The following Remarks, cTose a "Dist
quisition concerning' Ecclesiastical

Councils" by the venerable Dr. In-
crease Matheb, published 1715.

"I COME now to that which was
the muin thing inducing me to

this Disquisition. I would not
"

by what I have written be mis-

understood, as if I were disaf-

fected to the CoJtsociation of
churches, in order to the pres-

ervation of the faith and order of

the Gospel professed by them.
1 know no man that has appear-
ed in this cause more than I

have done. For as to the con-
sociation of churches, agreeing
among themselves, that no new
churches shall be owned by
them, or pastor ordained or de-

posed, or the like matters of

common concernment done
without the approbation of neigh-
boring pastors and churches.
I have more than once declared
publicly my judgment concern-
ing it, as that which |s not only
lawful, but absolutely necessary
for the establishment of these
churches. The light of natural

reason, as well as scdpture,
teaches churches in common
with other societies, to associate

and combine for their common
safety. This was practised

among the churches, in the

primitive times of Christianity;

and it is so in most of the re-

formed churches in Europe at

this day. Some who are not

Christians, have seen a necessi-

ty of consociating, to uphold the

false religion professed by them.
To say nothing of many mod-
ern instances, a late learned*

writer informs us, that some
ages since, there happened a

great contention among th^

* -itringa de Synas,-,
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Jewish synagogues then in

France, carried on by three Rab-

bins of note among them* who
were on that account cast out of

their synagogues, but others ad-

mitting them; what had been

done proved insignificant, until

they came to a consociation, the

issue whereof was, that the be-

ginners of the schism were made
uncapable of giving them any

further trouble, Noav if the

children of this world shall be

so wise in their generation, as

to concur and consent for the

upholding superstition; why
should not the churches of

Christ (having the countenance
of his word in their doing of it)

with one consent maintain the

faith and order of the Gospel?
Mr. Cotton would sometimes
bewail the deficiency of the

churches in New England in

this particular; and he did with

great solemnity recommend the

consideration of it to Mr. Mitch-
el (the famous pastor of the

church in Cambridge) when he

gave him the Right-hand of Fel-

lowship at his ordination. And
not long before he went to be

among the spirits of just men
made perfect, he drew up, "Pro-

positions concerning the conso-

ciation and communion of

churches, tendred to the elders

and brethren of the churches,

for their consideration and ac-

ceptance according to God"'
Which propositions falling into

my hands, I published them to

the world above forty yeais ago.

The want of a church govern-

ment has been objected to us,

•when, as we have one gathered

out of the Word of God, by those

eminent servants of his, who
planted churches in New Eng-
^and= What else is our Plat-

form of Church Discipline? Our
only want is an agreement to

practice what has Ijcen our pro-

fession; which neglect will in

time endanger the overturning
our church government, and our
churches too, and it may be in-

troduce another church govern-
ment not gathered out of the

Word of God. In the Synod
which niet at Boston, in the year
1662, although there was not an
universal concurrence in the an-

swer to the first question con-
cerning the subjects of baptism'

In answer to the second ques-
tion about the consociation oi

churches, there was a marvel-
lous 'unanimitij; not one elder,

nor so much as two brethren in

all that reverend Assembly dis-

senting, which I am the ; better

able to testify, in that I was of
. that Synod; which very few
men now living were. Not one
other that I know of. Such an
unanimity, seems to be of God,
and the consideration of it should
be of weight with the churches.
The pastors in this Province, did

at a ge^jeral convention of them
at Boston, May 30, 1700, pass
the following vote. To prevent
the great mischief to the evan-

gelical interests that may arise

from the unadvised pioceedings

of people to gather churches in

the neighborhood, it is provided,

that the result of the Synod, in

1662, relating to the Consocia-

tion of churches may be repub»

lishtd, with an address to the

churches, intimating our desires

(and so far as we are concerned
our purposes) to see that advice

carefully attended, and the ir-

regular proceedings of any peo-

ple hereafter contrary to that

advice, not encouraged. This
was the vote which passed at the
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mentioned convention. When
also he that writes these lines,

was desired to address the

churches accordingly. What
has hitherto retarded, I need not

mention. 1 am nov^ takins; my
leave of the world, and of these

churches; having been in h
public capacity, serving Christ

and them (after a poor weak
manner) for more than five above

a jubilee of years. I have been
often thinking with myself, what
I should leave with the Lord's

people in this land as my last

legacy. I have considered, that

the churches have now greater

cause than formerly to be con-

cerned by ecclesiastical and
scriptural methods to preserve
the faith and order of the Gospel,
which has been delivered to

them. A due attendance to

what is from the Scripture de-

clared in the Synod mentioned,
with respect to the communion
and conbOci3lion of churches,
will, by the blessing of our Lord
Jesus Christ, be a good means
to prevent degeneracy, and to

establish them in that holy faith

and order of the Ciospei, which
has been professed and practised

among them; and by which the

religious people in New Eng-
land, have been distinguished
from other people. I have there-

fore caused those Synod con-

clusions, to be republished here-

with, and recommend the con-

sideration of them, and an agree-
ment to practise according to

what is there determined, with
a steadfast adherence to the

Platform of Discipline, as my
dying farewel to the churches in

New England. So will J^cw
Mngland remain JVew England."

The *'Synods proposition con-
cerning the Consociation of

churches" here referred to, are

contained in a late edition of the

Cambridge Platform, sold by.

Ml'. Armstrong, and other book-

sellers in Boston.

The following scarce but valuable docu-

: ment is here subjoined, as throwing
light on the subjects of the preceding
ancient papers, and on the history of

our New England churches.

Observations upon the congregational
plan of Church Government, pariicu-
lurhj as it respects the choice a7id re-

moval of Church Oncers, supported bij

the testimony of the Fathers of J^'eitr

Ktigland, and uitanimodslx offered to

the consideration of the churclies, by the

Convention oftheXIMinisters oj the prov-
ince ofthe Jftassachusetts Hay, at their

Jlnnual JMeeting in Boston, jHay 26,

1773, and continued by adjournment to

July 23.

introduction.

PficuLiAa difficulties and perplexities

having latel}- arisen in some ofour church-
es, v.'hich greatly threaten their general
peace and welfare, the ministers of relig-

ion, who ought naturally to care for theu-

state, and are under eyery obligation to

promote their interest, have esteemed
themselves called by the great Head of
the church, to inquire with particular

attention into the plan upon which our
churches were originally settled and upon
which they have so many years happiiy^

flourished.

And as the effect of our serious, and
we hope, impartial inquir)-, we think:

proper to publish to the world the follow-

ing observations. This we do with a
view not to infringe, but to state and de-

fend, the rights of the churches; fairly to

represent that noble |)lan of order, so pe-
culiarly friendly to the rights of mankind.,

laid by our venerable ancestors, after the
most serious and careful inquiry into the
Sacred Scriptures. Our only design ha>
been to find out its true meaning; to com^
pare its several parts with oiie another;

to shew their consistency with themselveSj
with the sentiments of the judicious com-
pilers, expressed in their other composi-
tions, and with the principles and general
practice of our churches and pastors, fronri

their firut liappy settlement unto this

time.

We Iiave no inclination to propose any
new canon, or to impose upon the church-
es any opinion of our own. We only
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mean to aid the inquiries of our brethren

into the true natuie of our ecclesiiistical

constliutioii, and we submit all to their

candid and impartial examination. What-
ever they find, after a serious and unbi-

assed consideration, opposite to this, they

have an undoubted right to reject. They
will however, allow us to entertain such

an opinion of the;r Christian chanty as to

I'ely on their kind acceptance of our siii-

cei'e intention in this pubhdation, to

strengthen the union of our churohes^ to

promote their peace, and to preserve the

good foundation upon which they have

hitherto had rest and been edified, and
which we hope was laid for many genera-

tions.

T»TE compilers of tlte Platform of Church
Dicipline agreed upon anno 1648, are ev-

idently of opinion, that there are no
churches instituted under the New 'I es-

tament dispensation, but congregation;il,

and expressly disclaim the name of inde-

pendents.* Now the grand distinction

between congregational churches and
those which are erected on the indepen-

tlent establishment consists in this; the in-

dependents manage their ecclesiastical

affairs solely among themselves, without

supposing they are under any obligation

to ask direction or assistance of any otlier

churches: But the congregational church-

es of which our Platform treats, are by
our constitutions in all cases of importance

and ditficulty, to invite the aid and advice

of neighboring churches, which our Fath-

ers held to be an "ordinance of Christ,

though not absolutely necessary to the

being, yet many times, through the in-

iquity of men and perverseness of times,

necessary to the well-being o. churches,

for the establishment of truth and peace

therein.""}:

To suppose therefore that the Platform

encourages the churches upon its estab-

lishment to transact their important af-

fairs without consulting the neighboring

churches, where this advice may be ob-

tained, is directly to conti-adict the judg-

ment of our pious and learned Fathers

upon this point, to annihilate the distinc-

tion which they had established between

the churches of the independent and con-

fregational persuasion, to represent the

'latform as inconsistent with itself, to de-

stroy that communion of churches, which

they supposed ought sacredly to be main-

tained, and to deprive the churches of an

institution of Christ greatly important to

their order and safety.

Our Fathers were too discerning to

contradict themselves, and overthrow

'^P.lat. Cap. 2. Sect. 5. fCop. 16. Sect. 1.

that goodly frame of church government
wliicii they had erected with so much
wisdom and judgment, after their matur-
es! inquiries, on a scripture foun'iation.

They with great propriety and justice

assert,* That neither Diocesan Bishops,

or Lay-Patrons, or Magistrates, as such,

have power to appoint officers to a partic-

ular church. This is the unalienable right

of the brethren by a free election: Yet
they expressly declare," that, in the ex-

ercise of this iight, it is agreeable to can-

gregational principles, and much coDduc-
iiig to the well-being and communion of
cliurches; that where it ma conveniently

be done, neighbor churches be advised

vi'ithal, and their help be made use off
As the Platform evidently rnaint-dus

that every church hath power, in the

abo.e described method, to elect and pro-

ceed to the settlement of their officers, so

it allows, that in case of manifest unwor-
tiiiuess, deliuquency or incorrigible onend-
ing, they have power to depose or re-

move them: But the compilers of the

Platform are so far from" supposing, that

a church should exercise this power, with-

out the advice of other churches; that in

express terms they are directed to pro-

ceed in so important a transaction by ad-

vice from neighboring churches.—This is

piahi from the very worthy woids of the

Platform, "In case an elder offe^id incor-

rigibly, the matter so requiring k% the

church had power to call to office, so they

have power, according to order (the coun-

cil of other churches where it may be

had, directing thereto_) to remove him
from his office.":): These words must
convince every unprejudiced mind, that

the removal of an eider from office, ac
cording to order and the method appoint-

ed in our Platform, cannot be accomplish-

ed, but by the council of other churches,

where it may be had, directing thereto.

fchould a church therefore of themselves,

without asking or receiving advice in the

prescribed metiiod, proceed to dissolve

the relation between them and their

pastor, they would not only deviate from
the constitution we profess to be under,
but act in direct opposition to it. And of

consequence must be looked upon as ir-

regular, and their conduct must be in an
higher degree culpable, when tliey pro-

ceed not only without consulting, but

contrary to the repeated decisions of ec-

clesiastical councils regularly coiivened,.

In opposition to what has now been
said, it hath been alledged, that the Plat-

foria§ declat'es "that if the church have
power to choose their officers and minis-

* Vid. Plat. c. 8, s. 9. -fVid. Plat. c. 8. s. B

+ Plat. c. 10. s. 6. § Plat. c. 8. s.
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^ers, then in case of manifest un\yorthi-

nessand delinquoncVj they ha\e jwwei-

also to depose them." This -we readily

graut; and that this power resides in them
only and not in any Synod or ecclesiastical

council, according to our constitution—but

then our Platform plainly points out, on

what occasions, atid in what manner, they^

are to exercise this power, viz. in case of
manifest unxuorthiness and deVrnquency—
a council of oilier churches rvhe. e it may
be had, directing thereto, -wliich is the

only presc;ibed method in which it can

be done accoi'ding to order. To \'vhom is

this delinquency or unworthiiiess to be

manifest? Is it to that church only to

whom the person accused belongs?

—

'—
Alas!, the unhappy controversies ^^•h^ch

usually usher in every attempt to remove

an elder from his office, render them too

much a party to be the sole constituted

judges in this affair—the delinquency

must be manifest to the council of other

churches, who are appointed to be called

upon this occasion, as well as to the

church more immediately concerned:

without this it would be the greatest ab-

surdity for the council to advise and direct

to the dismission. This adviee and direc-

tion nemg obtained; the church proceed

to the regular exercise of their po\v<;r,

and dissolve the relation between them
aiid their elder. This is indisputably the

meaning of our Platfoi-m: And to t:ike it

in any clitterent sense is to charge it with
the greatest inconsistency.

Upou this point it is very observable,

that the Flatlbvm makes use of a very ('if-

ferent form of expression respecting the

introduction and deposition of church ofii-

cei's:—As to the former the words of the

Platfoira are these, "we judge it much
conducing to the well-being and commu-
nion of churches, that where it may be
aonveniently done, neighbor churches
be advised withal, and their help be made
use of in the trial of church officers in or-

der to their choice."* But as to the lat-

ter, viz. the deposition of an elder, the

Platform rises in expression, and uses a

much stronger term,—"The council of

other churches directing thereto;" most
evidently signifying it to be the mind of

the compilers, that a ehurcli, even in case

of incorrigible offence in an elder, may
not according to order, proceed of them-
selves alone to his deposition, but that the

power they have in so momentous a mat-

ter, is to be exercised under the counte-

nance and direction of a council of other
ehurches regularly called.

Our illustrious ancestors had too much
acquaintance with the passions and prej-

'adices incident to human nature, and too

* Plat, c, 8. s. 8.

warm a zeal for the safety of the churcheSj

and the usefidness of the ministry, to'

leave a decision of so great and common
concern entirely to those whose minds
may have been heated by previous conten-

tious, and their judgments biassed by va-

rious ju-ejudices and prepossessions.

If this be allowed, every church will

have a constituiional right, whenever they
see fit, under the pretence of unworthi-
ness and delinquency in their nunister,

after inanv^ years faithful service, to dis-

miss him from liis office, and rt^sigr; him
and his fumily to seek a maintenance from
public chanty.
What a discouragement would this be

to well-qualified persons from entering in-

to the ministry under such a constitution.

Soon would our pulpiis be vacant, or filled

with men, no ways prepared for that im-
portant service.

Upon the whole, we are fully of opinion,
that it is Contrary to the spirit and letter

of the Platform, for any church to exer-
cise the power of diss< Iving the relation

between them and their pastor; unless

they act under the direction of neighbor-
ing churches, regularly called and conven-
ed, where such direction may be obtained;

and where a church is rent with divisions

among themselves, and do not consult oth-

er churches, they neglect to make use of
the remedi' whwdi o.ir ecclesiastical con-

stitution hath in suth cases provided and
enjoined.

These are not merely our own peculiar

sentiments as to the meaningof thatchurch,
order, which is pointed out in our ecclesias-

tical constitution, but they are confirmed
by the suftrages of the most eminent di-

vines of oiu-' communion, who lived at or
near the time when the order of the gov-

ernment of congregational' churches was
established.

We have made a careful inquiiy into

the practice of the churches, with respect

to church order, which, if it hath been
uniform, mnst be esteemed a faithful ex-

jiosition of the sentiments of the venerable

Synod, who compiled the Platform, and
the satisfaction to find the construction

we have given of the Platform abundantly

confirmed by the writings ofthose divines,

who were piesent at that Synod, and of

the ministers of the succeeding age.

Before the Synod of 1648, the churches

of the province had no Plati'di-m of their

church government.* Till that time, the

venei-able John Cotton's book of the

Power of the Keys, in which the learned

author endeavors to lay out the just line

and bounds of all church power, was gen-

erally reveivcd as the directory of these

churches in this matter. In this treatise

* Jiiagnalia, B. 5. p. 20.

I^Jl^^r



is Moder?i Ecclesiastical Documents., iSco

he says, he is for that great work, of com-
tmmion and consociation of churches, p.

57. And speaking of the hableness of

ciders and brethren to abiibe their power,
'^'he asserts the necessary communion of

churches in Synods, who have authority

to determine^ declare- and enjoin, sucli

thtiigs us may rectify the male-administra-

tions,—which fall under their cognizance:

But sitiil, so as to leave unto tlie particular

churches themselves the formal acts,

-which are to be done pursuant unto the

advice of the council"* Upon the

churches scandalous and obstinate refusal

to comply with the advice and determina-
tion of the council, "The council," saj^s

he, "may withdraw communiou from
them, as froia those who will not be coun-

selled agai'ist a notorious mismanagement
f the jui'isdiction which the Lord Jesus

Christ has given them."- Upon these ci-

tations we beg leave to remark, that when'
the disoiTlers of elders or brethren had
heen such as to need the counsel of other
uhurches, it was the opinion of Mr. Cot-

ton, that the church was to act pursuant

to tne advice given them. It could not

act contrary to it without destroying its

coinmunion with other churches, even a

refusal to act agreeable to the advice giv-

es them, if it appeared to be scandalous

and obstinate, Avas a sufficient reason for

other churches to withdraw communion
from them.

.

Dr. Increase Mather, in his seasonable

testimony,"!" speakjng of Mr. Cotton's

book of the Keys, affirms that it "has all

{dong been of high account in the churches

of this country;" and that "in that book,
(as well as the Preface to it written by
iii: Goodwin) there is a full testimony
borne to the interest, which councils

ought to have in ordering the ' affairs of
consociated churches." He has given us

the following remarkable citation from it,

which will help us to form just sentiments

cjf the opinion and practice ot our venera-

ble fathers in the early days of this coun-

try. "It is an holy ordinance of Christ

for particular churches to join togetiiec, ia

a consociation among themselves, to ad-

minister their church affairs, which are of
weight and difficulty and common con-

cernment, not without common consulta-

tion and consent of other chiy-ehcs about
them. Now church affairs of weight and
difficulty and com)nou concernment, we
account to be the election and ordinatioii

of elders, excommunication of an elder

or of any person of public note and em-
ployment; the translation of an elderfrom
one church to another." Upon which we
observe, that, in the opinion of Mr. Cot-
ton, matters of weight, difficulty and com-

mon concernment, of which the excom=
munication, and by parity of reason, the

deposition of an elder was one, were not

to be transacted by a particular church,

till ;t had consu-ted other churches; and
that their sentence of excommunication,
and consequently of deposition, was not to

be adiiiinistered without the consent of

the churches consulted.

The next authority is that of the re-

nowned Hooker, in his survey of Church
Discipline.* He observes, "that conso-

ciation of churches is not only lawful, but

in some cases necessary When cases

are difficult, or particular ciiurch, s want
light and help, they should crave the as-

sist nee of such a consoslation. Church-
es so meeting, have a right to counsel,

rebuke, &.C. as the case doth require. In
case any paLticalar church shall walk
pertinaciously, either in the profession

of error, or sinful practice, and will not
hear their counsel, they may and should

renounce the Right Hand of Fellowship

with them." According to Mr. Hooker it

is the duty of a particular churcli, whenev-
er it wants light and help to ask ti.e coun-

sel of other churches, which when given,

is not to be disregarded and slighted. For
refusing to hear counsel so given, is, ac-

cording to him, just cause for other

churches renouncing Fellowship with the

church so offisnding.

The next father ofour churches, whose
sentiments we thail consider upon this oc-

casion, is Mr. Davenport, successor to the

famous Cotton. In his "Power of congre-

gational churches," he maintains, "that

a congregational church is the highest ec-

clesiastical tribunal, under Christ, in its

own matters."f He asserts, "that this

chief tribunal must have no ecclesiastical

power above it '4 And that it may not

be judicially censured by ajiv power of

the same kind." That "elders, as offi-

cers, are above the brethren, while they
act according to rule: But if they become
delinquents, they are under the power of

the whole. "The church," he adds, "must
submit to them as rulers, whilst' they

rightly exercise the authority of their of-

fice, &c. But they must submit to the

church, questioning, or proceeding to cen-

sure them, with good advise of neighbor

chiirches and elders, who as they con-

curred in giving them the Right Hand
of Fellowship in their ordination, so they

should concur in approving this censure,

as justly inflicted by the church, from par-

ity of reason."§ 'it is plainly the opin-

ion of Mr. Davenport, that no censures

ought to be passed on a delinquent eld-i

er"without the good advice of neighbor-^

* Magjialia, ut supra. ip.-l^.

* Preface, p. II.
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X»g churches: though a congregational

church is the highest ecclesiastical tribun-

al, under Christ, yet it ought not to exer-

cise its power in such a case, till ajBoun-

sel of neighboring churches have advised

.them to d6 it.

Mr. Norton, who rendered himself fa-

Mio:is_by his answer to Apollonius, main-
tains, "that a confedei<ate fraternity is

the first, proper and immediate ordina-

ry subject, that, from Christ, iias .deri.v-

ed to it all ecclesiastical power, or the

ministerial power of the keys."* He
insists upon it, '.'that in an organic state,

no ecclesiastical act can be completed,

either by the elders excluding the Fra-
ternity setting aside tlie Presbytery ."f
He allows "councils to he remarkably
useful, and after a soit necessary, so

that the churcli cannot do well witJioiit

thein."4^ He maintains, "that particu-

lar churches ought to subject themselves

to the lawful determinations of a Synod
from all the churches," and further,

tliat the particular churches ought to ac-

?uiesce in the lawful decrees of a Synod,"
or council] "for fear of incurring the

guilt of disturbing public order, and
through the fear of the punishment of
non-communion with other chnreiie3.'''§

According to Mr. Norton, not to acqui-

esce in the lawful decrees of a Synod, or
Council, would bring on a church the
guilt of disturbing public order, awl ex-
pose it to the punishment of non-com-
munion with other churches.
Mr. Norton in one of his last .VJnnons

has this remarkable passage, "Let us ac-

i^nowledge the order of eklership in our
churches in their way, and the order of

councils in tlieir way, duly Lacked and
emouraged; without which, experience
will witness, that these churches cannot
long consist."||

Befoie v.e proceed to the Synod of

1 RG'2, we shall cite a passage from an
election sermon of Mr. Samuel Danforth,

formerly minister of Roxburj-, which
throws groat ligTit on tl'.e practice of our
churches in early times. This sermon
was preached A. D. 1();0. "In our first

and be'^t times," says lie, "what pious

care was there for sister churches,—that

in those that wanted peace their dissen-

tions might be iiealed.'' What readiness

was there ii>. those days to call for tl;e

lie'.p if neigliboring elders and brethren,

in case of any difTersnee or division that

could not be" healed at home? What rev-

erence was there then of tlie sentences of

the council, us being; decisive, and issuing

*i!C controversy.'' According to that an-

cient proverbial saying. They shall sure-

ly ask council at xihel, and so they ended
the matter."*

We come now to the Synod of IGOS.

In that veii,erab!e Assembly, we have au-

thority from Dr. Increase Mather, who
was one of the ciders in it, to asseit, that

in answer to the question about consocia-

tion of churches, there was a marvellous
unanimity; not one elder, nor so mr^th a.i

two brethren, in all that reverend assem-
bly dissenting. In ti.iis Synod it was di-

rected, that churches do seek and accept
help from, and give help to, each other
in matters of mor^than ordinary impor-
tance; as ordination, ti-anfilation, and de-

position of elders. "Agreeably to which,
(says the Doctor) the laws of the colony
Once required the approbation of three,

or four churches, to every oi'dination.""^-

And those divines "who have seemed U>
be pillars in the revived congregational
discipline, espoused by Ourchui ches, havQ
generally expressed the same concern,'

Uiat tlie usage and honor of ecclesiastical

councils might he srjaintained. The Sv-
nofl ^: the Savoy, earnestly asterts,

"That it is according to the mind oi;

Christ, tiiat churc'iics iiolding communiori
together, do by tiieir messengers meet iu

a Synod, or couricil, to consider and give

advice—on su,eh occasions as the church-
es in this country have also thought prcji-

er to come under such a cognizance."
The deposition of an elder is one of those
matters of moriM

J
itan oi'dinary impor-

tance, ^vhich this our New England Sy-
nod has determined to require the help
of other churches. In such a case the
Synod has also determined, that it is the
duty of a church not only to seek, bat to

accept the help of other clirrches. It

does rot appear that this Synod ever
thought any other church would proceed
to depose their eh'er, when a council of
churches had advised his continuance in
the eldership. The Doctor goes or,
"The famous apologists, Dr.F. Goodv.ir,
IMr. Nye, Mr. Simpson, Mr. fir.rrough.<^j

and Mr. Bridge, assert an obligation here-
unto, in the common law of communion,
of churches. Y*^?,, they profess, they
leok upon it as the most to be abhorred
raaxiii;, and the most contradictory v I

dishoiwrable to Chi-istianity, that a sin. **.

and particular society of men professai;^-

the name of Christ, and pretending to be
endowed with power from Christ, shouhl
arrogate to themselves an exeir.ption fiom
giving an account, or beirg oensuralije

by neighbor churches about them. So
far (say these super-eraiiient divine-, ok'-.

p. ST. ,t/). 67. \P.Vl9,. ^p.llH.
JMath^'r'j Sea6-o?iable Test. p. 14.

* J\ rather''s Scaionc/jleTeet.p. V.
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the co&gregational way) were oui- judg-

meuls tVom that independent liberty,

V Inch hiis been imputed to us."

As we have now mentioned the senti-

ments of these famous apologists, who
vj ere not of this countiy, it may not be

urnisB to add the opinion of the great and

'.'ood Ooctoi- Owen, on this occasion. We
4o it the rather, because he has ever been
held in high estimation among us, and

also on acc()v;nt of his having altered his

sentiments reD\)ecting church discipline,

on his reading the celebrated Cotton on
the Keys. In scvei'al of his treatises he
has acivHuced po;^itions of the same as-

pect, on the necessity and authority of

regulai- councils, for the Avelfare of par-

liouiar churches, with those already al-

ledged by us. In one of his former, he
says,* "Churches ought to preserve a mu-
tual, holy communion, and exercise it in

making use of the advice of one another.

And in case any churches give offence to

other chuiches, other churches may re-

quirt; an aecotmt of them, admonish them
i'ov their faults, and withhold communion
from them; in case they persist in i,he ei--

ror of their way; and that because in their

diliicutties, anfl before their miscarriages,

they were bound to liave desired the ad-

^ic3 of otiier churches; which being neg-

lected by them, the others are to recov-

er the end of it to tl:e utmost of their

Mhility." In another of his Treatises')"

the Doctor has these memorable words:

"No church is so independent, as that it

caa always, aiidiu all cases, observe the

duty it ov.'es unto the Lord Christ, and
the church catliolic bv all those powers,

which it is able to act in itself distinctly,

without a conjunction with others. And
t!ic church ^\h:ch confines its duty unto

(he acts of its own assemblies, cuts itself

off from the external communion of tlia

church cri'iholic: Nor will it be safe for

;iny man to commit the conduct of his

Eovil to such a church. Every particular

'rhurci), which extends not its duty be-

yond its own asi;emb;:es and members,
's fallen oft" from the principal end of its

institution. Aftd every principle, opin-

ion, or persuasion that inclines any church
to confine its care and duty unto its ov.'n

('(''Tcation only—is schismatical.^'

'.'he sen'.iinent of Ur. Increase Mather,
on the siibjeet under consideration, fully

appears from the conchiiioh he draws
from the imuiediatelv preceding authori-

ties, which he used on a special occasion;

as well as from some other declarations,

which we shall hereafter notice. His

'vords are these;:): "From whence it v.'iii

* Vtd. Catech. p. 244.
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foliov/, til at if any church presume te>

transact their more weighty affairs, and
such as are of common concern to the
churches in theii" neighborhood, with a
contempt of such councils of them as

ought to be advised withal; or if they
shall upon grievous diifei-enc-es arisen

among them, refuse the advice of those
who urge ihem to make use of the reme-
dy wliich the want of Ught and peace
among them caileth for it. And much
more, if they shall proceed in matters
after the neighboring churches have sig-

nified that they cannot countenance
their proceedings; these churches will be
far from expressing the wisdom which is

with the weil-advlsed, and will sin against

the second and third commandments; and
will practically go too far towards exclud-
ing themselves from communion with the
churclies of the faithful. Indeed, the
more Synods and councils are disregard-

ed and slighted, so much the more disor-

der and confusion will (we fear) grow
and prevail in all the churches in the
countty; which Gon of his infinite mercy
prevent."—The Doctor speaking of the
removal of a pastor, in the same Treatise,
has this memorable passage, fully ex-
pressive of his own sentiments.* "It is

requisite, that the reasons of the removal
be laid before authenticjudges; even such
as may be most likely to pass an impartial

judgment upon them; and by these be
pronounced such, that the removal there-
ujjon may be justly and wisely proceeded
in. And, where it can be obtained, we
think, that nothing less than a council of
churches in the neighborhood, should
have the matter laid before tbem. For,
if such a council be, accoi'ding to the or-

der and pinctice of these churches, aU
ways convened, for the ordaining of a pas-

tor, it stands to reason, that there should

as much he requisite for his removing
it being, as it was by a very consideriiblc

number of eminent divines on a gi-eat oc-

casion in these chuiches once pronounced,
Avery considerable act of the kingly gov-
ernment exercised by our Lord Jesiis

Chi-ist, in his churches." From this cita-

tion it is evidently the opinion of tlie Doe-
tor, that the removal of a pastor, if it be
only to the charge of another church,
ought not, for the reasons given, to be ef-

fected, without the advice and consent of
neighboring churches. His reasons more
strongly conclude for the necessity of
such advice and consent, in the deposition
of a pastor.

Anno 1700, the Doctor published a
Treatise, under the title of The Order of
tke Gospel, in this Treatise several

qnestious, relating to church discinlinr.
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Iks accoratfely discussed. The tentli

q^uestioii ia hi these words: "Is it expedi-

ent that churches should enter into a con-,

sociatioh, or agreemeut, that matters of
more than ordinary importance, such as

the gathering of a new church, the ordi-

nation, ilepositifn, or translation of a pas-
tor be done with common consent?" 'Ihe
Dr. in answer, replies, This is both ex-

pedient and necessary: And he assigns a
number of weighty reasons in support of
his opinion, whieh are not necessary to be
rehearsed. We do not produce this au-
thority, in order to shew the Dr.'s senti-

ments on the subject under consideration,

that liaving been suliiciently done aireadj-:

but we do it, on account ot the attestation

given to this book by the Reverend Mr.
Higginson of Salem, and the Reverend
Mr. Hubbard of Ipswich, in a testimony
they published when they were just

leaving the world; which testimony is an-

nexed by Mr. Wise to his Vindication,

and spoken of by him with great respect.

The former of these gentlemen had been
seventy, and the other sixty jears in the
country, when tliey left this their dying
lesliniony.^ They must for this reason
have kiur.vn the practice oj:" our churches
froin the beginning. Their words, arc
these:

"It was a joy to us, to see and read a
book, which the Reverend President of
our College [Dr. ivlather] luteiy pubhi.li-

ed, under the til' e of, The Cnier of the
Gospel, professed and practised by the
Churches of Christ in New England- A
hookrnoit highiy needful, and ustlul, and
seasonable; a most elaborate and well
composed work, and well suited unto
these two worthy designs; 1st. the main-
taining the congregaiidnal chuich di;xi-

pline; and 2dly, the maintaiiiing the
sweet spirit of charity and communion
towards reforming Presh\Leri;inH, who
a:e our uiiit€d brethren. 'Unt v,e mii,st

here -withal testify, that in that wcrlhy
brx)k, there is nothing obtruded upon the
churches, but what they who wi^re here
capable of observing what was <;6i;e sixty
years ago, do know to have been profes'-

sed and jn-actisedin the churches of ICew
England; (except in one or two) then
and ever since, until of late, some who
were not then born, have suggestcfi oth-
erwise. Yet, it is well kr.own, ilsat the
churches then puoiicly inshitKlncd these
principles, in several judieiou- discourses,
which were never confuted by any nian
"vthatever, ur.to this present tiine.

What were the practices in ^^ hicli these
one or tivo churches deviated from the
rest of tiie churches, these ceiitlenien
have not declared; neither have thcv in-
formed uswiiat those things were A^'nich
'•<cy speak Of", as having been cf liite s^i"-

gested, contrary to the principles and
practice of the churches. But it is cer-

tain, that neither of them respect the
power of a particular church to depose its

^iastor, without the advise and consent of
a council of neighboring churches. For
Doctor Mather, in his Disquisition con-
cerning Ecclesiastical Councils, speaking-

of congregational discipline, has the fol-

lowing passage, v orthy the attention of
thosfe who are desirous of preserving our
ancient chuich discipline.^' "It has ever,"
says the doctor, "been their (our church-''

es) judgment, that where there is want
of either light or peace in a particular

church, it is their lluty to ask for council.

With which neighbor churches ought to

assist by sending their eiders, and other
messengers, to advise and help them in

then- difficulties. And that in momen-
tous matters of common concernment,
particular churches should proceed with
the loncurrence of neighbor cimrches..
So in the ordination of a pastor, much
more in the depos'nj of one. Thus it

has ever bee:i in the churches of Nev/-
Englai)d."

It is evident from the preceding quo-
tations, that the venerable fa hers of
tiiese churches, agree in opinion, that

matters of more than ordina\-y weight
ai.d im]!ortance, aiid those of common
concei-unicnt ouglit not to be transacted,

without sd\ice ofoouio.l. And many of
ihern are express In as.eitiiig, that the
depfisition jif an eider, or j;aStor3 is a mat-
ter of such weight and importance, as to

require tlu; counsel and advice of neigh-

boring chuiches. We do not find, on the
most careful enqriiry, a single instance
of any congregational church from the.
first settlement of the country to the
present day, whicli has deposed cr dis-

missed its teaching eider, or pastor, with-
out the advice oi a council of neighbor-
ing churches; e-';cept when a dismission

hi;s been efl'ectcd by the mutual consent
of the elder and church. Aid, even m
tliis case, it appears from v\ hat has been
! eibre adduced, t'lat such oisniission is,

irregular, and contrary to llie constitu-

tioii of these churches.

V\ e cannot forbear, on this occasion, in

the meekness ar.d gentleness of Christ,^

carnoftly' to advise thdee chuvciies, of our
Lord Jesus Ch;ist ii! this l^nd, attentive!/

to consider the ncble and tri ly chi-istiaiv

plan, upon v.hicjj cur fathcis have places
US; and to pr<vCivc that union, v.iti<ih

they had so much at heart, as our trucsi

strergili and glory; and which is fo nec-

essary to preserve the ptirity of iha min-
istry, and the prh lieges of t'ie fi-jitemity.

both" of which we are equally lolieit.':;.:"^
':''

* Frrf. -ft. T



20 Modern Ecclesiasiicctl DdcumeniSf is'a.

support; and as a special means of this,

to seek t'lie advice of neighboring church-

es in all matters of c-ummon concern-

ment, more particularly those of pt^ouliar

weight and importance, and when it is

afforded them to receive it with meek-
ness, seriously and impartially to consider

it, and not lightly to depart from it, or

pertinaciously to oppose it; reflecting how
earnestly our fathers recommended this

as a gospel institution for conveying light

and peace to the church; and what fatal

consequences inattention to, and muc'a
more a contempt of such an institution is

Jikely to produce.

From tlie same considerations, we trust,

the churches will be ever ready to afPoril

their assistance and counsel, to sister

churches, in all seasons of darkness and
perplexity, and to act on such occasions

;with delihej-ation, impartiality, and solem-

nity, considering how much the honor of

Christ, and the peace and welfare of his

churches may depend on their i-esults."

Origiit of the General .Association of

Congregational Ministers, in Massachu-
setts Proper.

"Jforihamptov, July 7, 1802.

"At ^. meeting of committees of several

Associations from the counties of Hami>-
shire, Worcester, and Berkshire, formed
into a Convention; ofwliich tlie liev. Mr.
Hopkins was chosen Moderator and Mr.
Williams Scribe; the Convention being

opened by prayer. It was, after due con-

sideration, Toled as their opinion, noj;-

"vithstanding they do not contemplate a

Session from tlie Convention of Congre-
gptional iiinisters of Massachusetts, of

which bo'ly tliev consider theniseUes still

SIS members, yet as tlieiv local situation,

pievents their osiial meeting v.it.h them,
and judging that tlie interests of the Re-
deemer's kinglom might be promoted by
a more intimate ac<inaintanre, tii;it it is

expedient for tliem to adopt imusures to

form a Genei'-.ii Association witliia tliis

Comraonwcaith.

\u Voted, To choose a committee to mnkc
a prayer for this piirpo-'C—Tliai the coni-

mittee shoubl consiit of a mci.ihcr from
each Association 1

That Rev. Messrs. WiJl'ams, Ki'iiiam,

Stori's, Austin, Mok, Lee,iind Dr. \\\-nt

should be tlie Commitiee.
That the following drnuj.'bi, f^xliiliiUfl

by them, and amended u^- tlio C"p>\ e;itifi';,

should be adopted.

Thatv.-e tuimil ;>= ^r-ieics nf F: it]), t'l-;

Doctrines or<.;i!ri:-U;;'iii \- h? 'U;;v ^.\'" p;-'.:-

erallv e.vprcssed in i'le Ar,s'jnibiics yiii;r-

t'y Catecbisrii.
' Tiiat the ab(;vc f!oct.:'r,e' b" fnii-',.'r.;--

e.d a« the basis of the ff.n.rv,-;,,; ,n. oi ''<:

-"-hnn-hes

Tiiat we recommend to our several As-
sociations an annual meeting of Delegates'

fit)m their respective bodies.

That we recommend it to our several

Associations to choose two Delegates to

represent them at an annual meeting in.

a General Association until it shall be
otherwise determined.
That the door be left open for any othei*

Associations, in what is called Massachu-
setts Proper, to join and unite with us oa
the> proposed foregoing principles ofunion.

That tlie essential objects of the annual

meeting of the General Association shall

be to promote brotherly iiitcrcourse and
harmony, and their mutual assistance,

.animation and usefulness as the ministers

of Christ—to obtain religious information

relative to the state of our particular

churches, and the general -state of the
(.'hristian Church in this country and
thi-ougli the Christian world—and to co-

operate >vith one another, and with other
similar institutions in the most eligible

measures i'ov building up the cause of
trutii and lioliness. *.

That the proposed General Association

should hold their first meeting on the last

Wednesday in June, at 9 o'clock, i^. M.
180.3.,

That the first meeting should be boldcii

at Northampton in the county of Hamp-
shire.

That at tlie first meeting the said Gen-
eral Association should appoint tl;e time
and pkce of their next meeting, and go
on in succession.

Signed by the Moderator.
A true Copy—Attest

Soto.iioy Williams, Scribe."

The GeJica! Jissuciaiion,at their meeting
in 1 809, made the foUoiving- statement

of tlie principles of their union.

"TiiTfs Asso.ciation proceeds on the max-
im, which is supported bylhe uniform ex-

]»erience of ail civilized nations, that

ma.nkind areformedfor society, and that

the social bond contributes immeasurably
fo tlie comfort nf ' indiriduuh and the

cuelfireof'the ivorld. I'he social prioci-

p!e, which in all places and among men of

fill (iescriptions is so bencficialj operates

with the grcittest freedom, and yields if5

most precious traits in tlie kip-gilom of

Christ. He is tlie Prince of peace. Lote
is the essence f.f bis religion, the fu'tiiiiug

of his law. In liie very nature of the
t'hristi;m religion, a f;mnd,Htion is laid for

riiat, \vl;ici\ tlie efforts of worldly wiidiim

have never produced, a perf'ci anil hup- ^

/"/ .^ociciy. 'I'iie follov.ers'of Chri<it, f"'>

iing under the influence of his rci^ijiou,

are all one. The Gener:4 A-asociiition:,

with incj-easing concern and sorrow, havQ
^' > Ties': ed the divifions and alienations
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amoijg the servants of our common Lord,

the disciples of one common Teacher,

^'hey have sympathized with the church

in her afflictions, and mourned over her
bleeding wounds. It has been their pray-

er, that the healing, uniting spirit of the

Gospel may prevail; that all, who love

the Lord Jesus Christ, may love one
another; and that his kingdom may now
appear to bej what in reality it is, a king-

dom ofrighteousness, peace, andjoy iji the

Holy Ghost.
Oq this pleasing occasion we are con-

strained- to express the joy we feel, in

view of the increasing harmony among
the ministers and disciples of Christ, both
in Europe and America. It i§ to be con-

sidered, as a token for good; as a sign

from heaven, that blessings are intended

for the church. In proportion to the
prevalence of Christian love and unity, the

friends of truth are prepared for suitable

;

exertions, and encouraged with a prospect
of success. We rejoice, therefore, in ev-

1
ery event, which tends to banish strife and

' division from the Christian world, and
^vill readily and earnestly promote every
measure, which is calculated to turn the
seal and energy of Christ's faithful minis-

ters from every minor and unessential

distinction, and to engage them in defend-
ing and propagating those evangelical

\

fu-inciples, whidi liave always been the

j
basis of the church.

I
In the organization of this body, we are

' supported by that principle of Christian
liberty, which all Protestants liave so high-
ly valued and surrounded with so many

1 safeguards. We number it among our
best blessings^ that this nation is free from
civil and ecclesiastical tyranny; that A\e

may worship God according to our own
consciences; that we have a right to acso-

j elate ourselves together for the purpose of
mutual advantage, and the general interest

of religion; and tbat we may adopt any
rules, and pursue any raeasm-es, which
-iviilnot infringe the rights of otlicrs. la
ilie exercise of this Christian liberty, tlie

< ^rneral Association "admit as ariicies of
faith, the doctrines of < hristianity £s they
?rc generally expressed in the As>scnil,ly's

^liorter'Catecliism;" and consider tliese

•loctrines, which have been generally tra-
bi-aced by the churches of New Englaud,
'V;,5 the basis of ovrvnion."

m I S04, it was thought expedient lo at-

fpmpt the formation of a plan of iiKion

sroong the ConpTC2,atim)aI Ministers
^nd Churches in Mas.saduitetts. For
ihis purpose.

At a meeting of the Convention of Cor-
arepatioiial miKisters in tlie Common-

e.-ilth of Massachusetts, Boston. May
'0; 1804

The Rev. Joseph Lyman, D. D. laid

before the Convention the following

motion.
"As the Christian harmony and friend-

ly co-operation of the ministers of the

Gospel are concerns of high mutual bene-
fit, and conduce greatly to increase their

usefulness in the church of God, and to

enlarge the beauty and glory of our-Zion,

it is rasolved by this Convention,

That an aifectionate invitation and re-

quest be addressed by this body to each

of the Associations of Congregational min^

isters within the limits of Massachusetts

Proper, to elect and authorize one of

their number to meet and unite in Con-
vention at on the day of

next, for the purpose of forming

and agreeing upon a plan of friendly min-
isterial union, and for estahUsbing a Gener-

al Association of the Congregational minis-

ters within said limits to convene annually

at a pluce or places, which shall be agieed

upon from time to time, for the purpose

of mutual aid, counsel and encourage-

ment in the discharge of the solemn duties

of their sacred office; for better promot-
ing the interests of Christianity among the

people of their charge, and for drawing
more closely the bonds of Christian union

among the ministers and disciples of our

comnion Lord in other parts of his vine-

yard.

That this plan when formed be report-
'

ed to the several Associations in said Mas-
sachusetts for their consideration and
acceptance, if in their wisdom they shall

judge it conducive to the purposes of ad-

vancing ministerial usefulness and Chrisr

tian obedience and harmony in the

churches of our Lord Jesus Christ.

That it also be recommended to the

ministers of the Congregational denomi-
nation in the District of Maine to enter
into similar measures, should they think
it expedient and useful to establish a like

General Association within their limits.
''

Adjourned meeting, May 31.

"The foregoing Preposition having beei-

discussed,

Voted, That a committee of seven be
chosen to consider and report upon it

to this Body at the meeting, in 180.')

Jilso, That the same committee traiis-

mit the proposition to the several Asso
ciations of Congregational ministers in ihe-

Commonweakh, requesting them to take
the subject into their serious considei-a-

tion, and to oiler their sentiments upon it

to the Convention through their commit-
tee, previousl)- to the oieeting of the Con-
^entiot!, in May, 1S05.

The IJev. Joseph Willard, D. 1). Piev.

Samuel Hopkins, D. 1). of Hatlley, llev.

John Reed, D. D. Per. Joseph Lvir,?!:.

D. D. Rev. David Osgood, D. D." Kc^
Kli Forbes, undRev. K?.thiir,ae! Ereniorif^.,
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l1. D. were chosen a committee for the

foregoing purposes. On motion,

Voted, I'hat two be added to the com-
mitti;e. The Rev. Moses Hemmenway,
D. D. and Rev. Joseph Rl'Ivean, D. D.
wete chosen.

Ex.ti-actfi'o:n the Votes and Minutes of

the Convention.
John T. Khiklani), Scribe."

The Chairman of this committee, Rev.
President Willard, prepared the fol-

lowing Circular, which, with the above

proceedings and votes, were transmit-

ted to all the Asi-ociations in the Com-
monwealth, a majority of which, pre-

viously to the next meeting of Conven-
tion, returned answers favorable to the
proposed plan, of calling a Convention.

(CIRCULAR.)

' '^Cambridge, July 12, 1804.*
' Rev. feir,- ~

I ATvi desired Uy the gentlemen of the com-
mittee, whose names you will find on this

paper, to transmit to you the fallowing

motion of the Rev. Joseph Lymau, D. D.
together with the domgs of the Rev.'

Congregational ministers thereon, at(j:heir

late Convention. You will please, "i^^
tb take the earlifest oppoi-tunlty to coffl?-*

jmmicate the Paper to the Rev. Associa-

tion of u'hich you are a member, and
wlven they shall have made up their

minds, to transmit to me their sentiments,

to be laid before the committee of the

* President JViltard died in Septein-
ber of this year, of course before the com-
mittee of which' he tvas the chairman,
hadful/dled their commission.

Convention, at a meeting which will bg
at my house in Cambridge on the forenoon,
of Friday in the week immediately pre-
ceding that of the General Election.

The committee hope that they shall

not fail of receiAing seasonably the tran.

sactions of your Rev. Body Upon this

weiglity and important business. They
entertain the pleasing and confident ex-

pectation, that the suggestions of the sev-

eral Rev. Associations will furnish them."

with such valuable materials, as will ena-'
ble them, under the guidance and direc-

tion of the Great Head of the Church, to*

report to the venerable Convention such^
a plan of Christian union among the min-.
istera of the Gospel, and particularly oY'

our own denomination, as shall have a'
happy tendency to promote brotherly'
love and harmony, and lead all to com-
bine with zeal to further each other's

usefulness, and promote the general in-'

terests of the Redeemer's kingdom—^that

kingdom which is "RiGHTEOusifEsSj
Peace, and Jot in the Holt Ghost."

I am. Rev. Sir, in the name and behalf

of the committee.
Your affectionate hrother,

Joseph WillahjI), Chairman."'

The committee met at the time appoint-

'

ed by their Chairman, and on finding a
majority of the Associations in the Com-
monwealth favorable to the plan proposed;,

made their report to the Convention ac-

cordingly. But for reasons, which it is
'

thought inexpedient here to state,, nd
vote was taken on this report, and thus

this effort to effect a union among oui*

churches, which 'at first promised to btf

successful, proved abortive-

fif'r' ^



EXTRACTS
FROM THE

MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSOCIATION

OF

MASSACHUSETTS PROPER,

HOXDEN AT ROYAXSTOIV,

«ir THE FOURTH TUESDAY, VIZ. THE 2fTH DAT OF JUNE, A.D. 1815, AND CONTINXTETJ

BY ADJOUENMENT TO THE 29TU OF THE SAMS MONTH.

J HE Rev. Joseph Lyman, D. D. was chosen Moderator, and the Rev. James

Murdock, and the Rev. John Codman, were chosen Scribes.

The members next presented their credentials, from which it appeared that the

following persons were entitled to a seat in this body, viz.

From Berkshire Association,
Rev. Elijah Wheelei-, and
Rev. Walter King.

jHountain Association.
Rev. James Briggs, and
Rev. Samuel M Emerson.

Hampshire Central Association.
Rev. Joseph Lyman, D.D. and
Rev. Aaron Gates.

Franklin Association.
Rev. Josiah Spaulding, and

|l Rev. Jonathan Grout.
Hampden Association.

Rev. Alfred Efly.

Brookfield Association.
Rev. John Flsk, and
Rev. John Nelson.

fVorcester Sonth Association^
Rev. Samuel Austin, D.D. and
Rev. James Murdock.

Westminster Association.

Rev. John Gushing, and
Rev. Joseph Estabrook.

Haverhill Association.

Rev. Samuel Mead.
Essex JMiddle Association.

Rev. Leonard Woods, D.D. and
Rev. Samuel Spring. D.D.

Salem and Vicinity.

Rev. Brown Emerson.
Union Association.

Rev. John Codman, and
R»v. Jedidiah Morse, D.D.
General Assembly of the Presbyterian

Church.
Rev. Daniel A. Clark.

General Association of Connecticut.
Rev. Saul Clark, and
Rev. Andrew Eliot.

General Association of JsTeio Hampshire.
Rev. Moses Sawyer.

General Convention of Vermout.
Rev. Jonathan Nye.
Rev. Enoch Hale, (~0f West Hampton, }
standing Secretary of this General At'
sociation*

Rev. Israel Lee, Minister of the place.

The standing rules of the Association were read.

The Moderator led in an address to the throne ofgrace.

Voted that the Rev. Joseph 'j'merson of Beverly, attending under the expectatioa
of being entitled to a seat as a Second from the Union Association, have leave to sit

*ad act with us ai an honorary member.

* Through whom eemmunications may be made.
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Voted that any representatives of this body to other similar bodies in our oonnexioa;

for the last year, who may be present, be invited to sit and act with us as honorary
members. 1 he Rev. Evan Johns in consequence took his seat. The Rev. Messrs.

Hale, Austin, and Nye were chosen a Committee of arrangements. The Rev. Messrs.

Mead, Eliot and Brown Emerson were chosen a Committee to take minutes from the

reports on the state of religion, and prepare a general narrative for publication.

The Committee of arrangements made report in part- which was accepted.

Voted that a Committee be cliosen to prei>are an address to the churches within our'

limits with a view to excite the attention of ministers and Christians to faithful disci-

phne in the churches, the instruction of the rising generation in the principles of re-

ligion, the sauctification of the Sabbath, and other subjects relating to the genwaliu-
terests of religion.

Voted that .Messrs. Austin, Woods and Johns, be the Committee with instructions

to report before the termination of the present sessions.

Voted to dispense during the present sessions with the rule of this body, which re-

quires reports of delegates from this Association to other bodies to be made in writing.

The Rev. Evan Johns, delegate to the General Assembly of the Presbyteriaa
church, made an oral re|)Ort.

Voted that the two Scribes be a Committee to distribute at tlieir discretion the
printed Minutes of other bodies communicated to us by their delegates.

Voted to aiijourn till to-mori-ow morning at 7 o'clock. Closed with prayer.
Wednesday morning, June -iSth, 7 A.M. the session was opened in due form. Afte?

prayer the minutes of the last session were read. The Committee of arrangements
made farther report which was accepted.

Voted that the Rev. Jedidiah Morse, D.D. be a Committee to prepare a petition

from this body to the Coi.gress of the United States, against the transportation and
opening of the mail on the Lord's day.

Voted that the Rev. .Messrs Johws and King be a Committee to take order respect-
ing the accounts of the Secretary of this body and to provide for its func^.

Voted that a Committee be choseu to take measures according to their discretion,

to promote among our churches and coniiTegations, respectful and earnest petitions

to the Congress of the United States against the transportation and opening of the
mail on the Lord's day. Rev. Messi-s. Hale, King and Morse, were chosen a Com-
mittee to nominate five persons, to fill the Committee mentioned in the last preced-
ing vote.

The Committee appointed at the last meeting of the General Association to inquire

into the history of an original MS. document found among the pnpers of the Rev. Dij.

Cotton Mather, containing an answer to the question, "What farther steps, &c."
made their report wliich was read.

Voted a recess of 10 minutes.

_
After a second reading and farther discussion of the Report last mentioned, a mo-

tion to print and to call up the same next year, was postponed till lo-)uori-ow morn-
ing, and assigned for tlie first business of the session.

Voted a recess till the close of the public services.

At 2 o'clock P. M. the Associiuional Sermon was deliysred by the Rev. John
Codman, of Dorchestei-, from 1 Cor. ii, 2, "i^or I am determined 7iot to know any thing'

among yon, save 3'esvs. Christ, andhini crticified.'"

The Delegates from the several Associations represented in this body, and from,

other similar bodies in our connexion, reported the state of religion and morals in their

respective parts ofthe country.
The Rev. Mr. Hale, from a Committee of nomination, reported that J. Morse, D.D.

L. Woods, D.D. S. Woi'cester, D.D. Jeremiah Evarts and Samuel Farrar, Esqrs. be

the Committee to take measures &c. to promote among our churches and congrega-
tiions, petitions against the transportation and opening ofthe mail on the Lord's day.

Voted to accept tliis repoi-t.

The Berkshire Association gave official notice of the suspension ofthe license given

by them to "JMr. Judson Phelps of- imsijury in Connecticut, to preach as a candidate
for the .gospel ministry, until he shall give better satisfaction of his qualifications to

serve as a Candidate."
\ i.ud that th s notice be printed with the extracts from the Minutes of this meeting.

The I'ev. Timolhy Vi. Cooley and the Rev. Dr. Spring, wure chosen delegates

from Ihis body to (he General Assembly of the Presbyterian church to meet at Phila-

delphia, on the third Thursday in May, A.D. 1816, and the Rev. John Fisk, and the

Eev. Saujuel Mead, their substitutes. The Rev. John Codman, and the Rev. Jedidi-

p.h Morse, D.D. vvere chosen dtiegates from this body to the t^eneral Association ot

ConnecUGUt, to meet on the third Thursday in June, A. D. 18.16;- and the Rev Wal-

f^v.:
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tsr King, aud the Rev. Brown Emerson, their substitutes. Rev. Joseph Estahrook,

and the Rev. Experience Porter, were chosen delegates from this body, to the (lener-

al Association ofNew Hampshire, to meet at Keene, on the third Tuesday in Septem-
.ber, AD. 1815, and Rev. John Gushing, and Rev. Alfred Ely, thoir substitutes. Rev.
James Murdock, and Rev. John Nelson, were .chosen delegates from this body to the

General Convention of Vermont to meet at Benson, ©n the second Tuesday in Sep-

tember 1815. The Rev. Enoch Hale was chosen Secretary of this Association, for

three years next ensuing.

Voted to adjourn till to-morrow morning at -8 o'clock, to meet at the meeting
hoHse. Closed with prayer.

Thursday mor^l!^g, June 29thj 8 A.M. met according to adjournment. After
prayer took up the business assigned to this hour.

Voted to go into a free -discussion 'Of the subject 'of the following motion;*'! hat
the Report of the Committee appoiiited to inquire into the history of an original MS.
Document, &c. be printed, and copies sent to the several Associations in our connex-
ion, for the purpose of ascertaining the public sentiments respecting the plan of ec-

clesiastical order therein presented, and that the subject be called up at the next
meeting of the General Association." After the discussion, the motion was passed
into a vote, and Messrs. Morse, Codman and Woods, appointed a Committee for pub-
4ishing the above mentioned Report, with instructions to print it in connexion with
the preceding vote.

REPORT TO GENERAL ASSOCIATION.

The Committee of the General Association of Massachusetts
Proper, appointed at their last annual meeting at Dorchester, "to

inquire into the history of.a?! original MS. document^* io\xv\A among
the papers of Rev. Dr. Cottoji Mather, containing an answer to

the question, "What further steps are to be taken, that Councils

inay have their due .constitution and efficacy in supporting, pre-

serving., and well ordering, the interest of the Churches in the coun-
try?" And "particularly to ascertain, whether the resolves it con-
tains were carried into execution at the time, and to what extent;

and to report at the next annual meeting. of this Association, on the

expediency of a recommendation of this body, of the plan of disci-

pline there proposed, either entire, or with alterations and amend-
ments, to the consideration of the Associations and churches in our
connexion,"—ihave attended deliberately and prayerfully to the

weighty and very important business committed to them, and res-

pectfully submit the following

REPORT.
The history of the Document above described, other than what
i« contained in the published Minutes of the last meeting of the
General Association,! so far as your Committee have been able to

ascertain it, is summarily as follows: Shortly after it had received
the sanction of the Convention of Ministers in Massachusetts at

their annual meeting in May, 1706, this Document was published

by the Rev. John Wise, of Ipswich, in a work entitled "7"/;?

Churches' Quarrtl Espoused." The signatures, and the fact that

the Proposals received the approbation of the Convention of Min-
isters, were omitted by Mr. Wise, in his publication, and appeared
in print for the first lime, in the Minutes of this Association.

* This Document may be found in the Panopllst for July 1814, p, 320.

t See Paaoptist before quoted.
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The Proposals embraced under the Jirst Division, recommend-
ing the formation of Associations, and suggesting their appropri-

ate duties, it appears were so far regarded, as that twenty years af-

ter, "the country was full of Associations, formed by the pastors in

their several vicinities, fur the prosecution of evangelical purpo-

ses-"* The Proposals under the second Division, recommending
the Consociation of the pastors and Churches, and forming them in-

to standing ecclesiastical Councils, for certain purposes therein

stated, were (as Dr. C. Mather informs us, in his Ratio Disciplinae,

published in 1726) substantially adopted, at the time, in Connecti-

cut, and have ever since formed the basis of their ecclesiastical

proceedings. In Massachusetts the same writer states, that "there

were some very considerable persons among the ministers, as well

as of the brethren, who thought the liberties of particular Church-
es to be in danger of being limited and infringed in them. In def-

erence to these, (he adds) the proposals were never prosecuted be-

yond the bounds of mere proposals"!

Your Committee, in this place, take leave, in fulfilment of a part

©f the duty assigned them, to state, that the Proposals last alluded

to are, in various respects such, that in their opinion congrega-

tional ministers cannot consistently recommend or approve them»

They forbear to enlarge on this subject, and beg leave to refer to

the plan submitted at the close of this report, as containing the de-

liberate views of the Committee.
Further light, your Committee conceive, may be thrown on the

history of the Document in question, by a recurrence to its origin

and design, which may be inferred from its introductory sentence—
*'To serve the great intentions of Religion, which is lamentably de-

caying in the country." Viewing, as it appears they did, with

deep concern, a visible decline in the order, discipline, purity, and
fruitfulness of the Churches, the body of the Clergy of that day,

devised the means suggested in the Proposals in question, as the

best remedy against existing evils. The principal cause, of this

lamentable decay of religion, in the view of the framers of these

Proposals, may be inferred from the remedies which they propose

for their removal; and from a paper annexed to this report, pub-
lished about the year IfOOl Among the most operative of these

causes appear to have been laxness in discipline, and a growing
defect in the fellowship, union and co-operation among the Church-
es and their pastors.§ These radical evils, which generated many

* Ratio DiscipUnss, p. 181. fibid p. 184
:^ See this Paper entitled "More particular progaostications upon the future state of

JN'ew England" in the Fanoplist, for July 1814, p. 5'24. It is referred to the read-
er's particular attention.

§ One of the evils complained of, and which prompted the movers of the measures
proposed in the document under consideration, is thus stated: "When Councils are
called by litigant parlies in churches, upon emergencies, it had been hilhei-to in

the liberty of each party, to choose and call their own councils, where they pleased;

"which left room for much partiality to operate, and one Council to succeed and oppoje
another with an endless confusion, more proper for a Babel than a city of G'/d,''

It was heitce "Iheught tha,t prudenct; called for a more eifeptuaj provision."*

* liafio I}:-'?.ciplin:e,b. 183.
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others, had been gradually increasing for about half a century
after the Platform of the New England Churches had been adopted
at Cambridge. Fifty years experience had taught discerning men,
both of the laity and clergy, that some further measures were ne-
cessary to carry into full effect some of the salutary provisions of'that

Instrument; those particularly which vvere designed to regulate
the fellowship and discipline of the Churches. Other provisions

relating to the introduction, discipline, and dismission of ministers,

were found inexpedient in practice, and of course fell into disuse.

In managing these important ecclesiastical concerns, so intimately
connected with the general welfare of religion, the Churches were
left, each to its own discretion, without any generally acknowledged
uniform rule to govern them; and the Platform, thus disregarded
in some of its essential provisions, gradually ceased to be a guide
of discipline, and a bond of union in the Churches. That fellow-

ship, mutual affection, and care; that agreement in the fundamental
articles of the Christian faith, which, from the first planting of these
churches had happily subsisted among them, cemented their

union, and produced the best effects, after the lapse of a half a cen-
tury, began visibly to deeline. The wise and pious among the
watchmen, perceiving these things, were justly alarmed at the in-

evitable consequences, and felt it to be an imperious duty to exert
their best efforts to stay these evils, by strengthening the things
which remained, and which were ready to die.

It was in this state of the churches, and on a deliberate view of
these evils, that the Proposals in question, were devised, and on
due consideration, adopted by the Convention of the clergy.

Your Committee have not sufficient facts in their possession de-
terminately to state the various causes which operated to prevent
these Proposals from going into effect. Their form vpas not the
most unexceptionable, and hence was afforded advantage to op-
posers. The Consociation of Churches, though not precisely in the
manner delineated in these Proposals, was not new to Christians in

New England. They well knew, that the primitive churches in
the three first centuries, were in fact, if not in form, consociated.
The principles of Consociation were recognized, in the Platform,
and in their deliberate judgment were supported by the word of
God.

In 1716, Dr. Increase Mather published his "Disquisition con-
cerning licclesiastical Councils." It does not appear that he ap-
proved these proposals. Yet so far was he, from being "disaffect-

ed to the Consociation of Churches.) in order to the preservation of
the faith and order of the Gospel" among them, that, he expressly
declares, he considers such a measure *'not only lawful, but absolute-

ly necessary for the establishment of the churches"—that "light of

natural reason, as well as scripture, teaches churches in common
with other societies, to associate and combine for their common
safety"—that, "this was practised in the primitive times of Chris-
tianity, and by most of the reformed churches, at that time existing
in Europe"—and that "a due attendance to the communion and



6 General Association of Massachusetts Profier,

consociation of chuvehes, will, by the blessing of the Lord Jesus

Christ, be a good means to prevent degeneracy and to establish

them in that holy faith and order of the Gospel which has been

professed and practised among them; and by which the religious

people in New England have been distinguished."—He concludes

by recommending the Consociation of Churches, in the form sub-

mitted by your Committee, at the close of this Report, as his "dy»

ing farewell to the churches in New England, ^o ivill Mew Eng--

la?id remain J\''etv England"
The consequences of disregarding this sound advice, have been

witnessed in the state of the churches in Massachusetts for a centu-

ry past, and are apparent in their present state. No man can sur-

vey the Christian ministry and churches in this Commonwealth,
without deep solicitude and grief. Comparing our religious state

with the standard set before us in the word of God, or in the ex-

ample of the £arly churches of New England, we can hardly re-

frain from exclaiming, ''How is the gold become dim!" Doubtless

the grand cause of the disordered state of the churches is, gener-

ally speaking, the want of growing personal holiness.

Your Committee consider it their special duty to call the atten-

tion of the General Association to those evils in our ecclesiastical

slate-) which affect churches and ministers in their ^lublic character

and in their relation to each other.

That churches and pastors of churches do in fact sustain an im-
portant relation to each other, and also what the nature of that re-

lation is, must be clear to every man, who duly considers, that they

are all members of one kingdom, and subject to the authority oi.

one King; that they are all partakers of one Spirit, and enlisted in-

to one and the same cause; and that they are frequently called, ia

discharge of their duty, to promote a common interest. The rela-

tion existing among churches and ministers was constituted by

God himself, and caimot be set aside, without opposing divine

wisdom, and taking away the very foundation of christian society.

The principle of ministerial and church felloxvship, must be con-

sidered as of prime consequence, and it is obviously from a grow-
ing disregard of this principle, that the various evils, of which we
complain, have resulted—not that the principle of fellowship has

been openly disavowed; for it is expressly recognized in our
Platform, and would certainly have been more largely insisted

upon and more clearly defined, had there been the same occasion

for it, that there is now. This principle is also tacitly allowed in

onany of our ecclesiastical proceedings. But it is, to a great ex-,

tent, practically disregarded. It is not generally understood vvhat.,K

the fellowship of ministers and churches is, or what are the recip-,

I'ocal rights and obligations implied m it. These rights and obliga-

tions are no where clearly explained, and by men seriously contem-,
plated. Indeed, with the exception of a few things which occa-

sionally occur, and which appear like remaining fragments of a

system once in existence, the sacred principle of fellowship among
the churches is overlooked and forgotten.
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But there aris several particular evils in the present state of our
ecclesiastical affairs, which demand distinct consideration.

The Jirst is, a firevailing neglect of discipline towards offending

members of churches, and the difficulty bf going through a regular

course of discipline^ when attemp'ed.

The principal thing which we shall state, as having a tendency to

increase and perpetuate this evil, is the abandonment of the sacred
principle offellowship among the churches. In maintaining faithful

discipline over its members, every church needs the united sup-
port of other churches. Their relation to the individual church
ought in this case to be perfectly visible, and their determination

and influence m favor of strict discipline to be known and felt by all.

Were it so, the offender^ who might be disposed to be discontented

and refractory, seeing that he could obtain no countenance from
abroad, would find it necessary to submit; and thus, in a multitude
of cases, difficulty would be prevented and church order estab-

|lished.

! But in the present disjointed state of things, an offender, who=

I
grows impatient of restraint, and desirous to get rid of wholesom®

I

discipline, is able to obtain, from some quarter, the support he
{wishes, and thus entirely to elude the authority of the church, or to

(create endless difficulty and disorder.

I

The abandonment of the principle of fellowship among the

{churches has promoied the evil abovementioned, by preventing a
general agreement in the mode of discipline. At present there is

no uniform' system of rules to govern the conduct of churches.

'The Cambridge Platform, though an able and useful treatise, is not
[adopted and used as a manual of discipline in our churches. In-

ijdeed, though we should be among the first to plead for the general
[Soundness of the principles contained in the Piatform, we doubt
jwhether those principles are exhibited in so precise and particular

a manner, as the present state of things would require. Let the
fohurches then, in the exercise of their own rights, carefully sur-

Ijvey their disordered and exposed condition. Let them deliberate;

Bet them consult; and upon the scriptural principles laid down in

sour Platform, let them agree to adopt a uniform system of rules

!ffor the regulation of church discipline.

j
Such a course as we have taken the liberty to suggest has often

peen pursued in civil affairs. The growing experience of states

[land nations has showed the necessity of erecting upon the basis of

jthe Constitution first adopted a more perfect scheme of govern-
jjtaaent,—of stating more explicitly what vvas in any measure equivo-
jiOal,—of coircctmg misconstructions,—of multiplying statutes suit-

led to new exigencies,—and especially of pursuing measures, be-

fore unthouglit of, to carry into effect original provisions.

I
Whatever may be said in commendation of the Platform, it has

|ong since ceased to be of general practical use. Its provisions

"are not carried into effect. By our churches at large, it is not re-

garded as of any consideration. It is then perfectly evident, that

there is no agreement among our churches in a system of disci-

Dliiie,
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The want of such agreement in a system of discipline has been

the natural consequence of our abandoning the general principle

of fellowship among the churches; and has contributed much to

the prostration of christian order and government. Many mem-
bers of churches, and some pastors of but little experience, are

doubtful what to do. And if they venture to act, they are in dan-

ger of taking a course, which will give great advantage to delin-

quents, and impede the efficacy of the most faithful exertions

Secondly. In the present state of things, there is no regular and
acknowledged method in which congregational churches can ex-

ercise a christian watch and care over each other, A church, as

well as an individual member, may apostatize from the common
faith, and fall into disorders totally incompatible with the christian

character. If such be the fact with any church, can other church-

es in fellowship be indifferent?—But what shall they do?—If, with-

out seeing evidence of repentance, they continue their fellowship,

they give countenance to disordei'. On the other hand, if, before

investigating the grounds of dissatisfaction and taking proper
measures to reclaim the offending church, they withhold commu-
nion, they offer violence to the common principles of fellowship

and decorum. Clearly, nothing can with propriety be done, with-

out an investigation. It is the duty of a church, in every such case,

to submit to an investigation, and be ready to give reasonable sat-

isfaction. A refusal to do this would be to renounce all fellowship.

But what church in Massachusetts new practically claims the right

to ask.) or recognizes the obligation logive satisfaction. So distract-

ed is the state of our ecclesiastical affairs, and so vague, and loose,

and weak the principle of union, that churches in our fellowship i

may go to the greatest length of apostasy, without any inspection,

,

and without losing that indefinite fellowship with us, which they be-'

fore enjoyed.

Is it said, that an apostate church does expose itself to animad-
version, and ought to be treated acordingly? Granted. 'Rxxiufion

what principle? and according to what acknowledged rule? In the i

present posture of our ecclesiastical affairs, there can be no regu-^

lar investigation of the case. Have we then a right to withhold I

fellowship from a church at our option, by a sovereign vote, and I

thus, perhaps without just cause, to wound its sensibilities and stig-

matize its reputation? What a baneful influence would such ai

principle have? What ecclesiastical despotism and anarchy would I

it introduce?

Nothing seems calculated to secure us against these difficulties,,

but an explicit ackncwledgment of mutual responsibility among the:

ehurchesy and a definite statement.) in which all churches in fellow-
ship with each other shall agree, of their reciprocal rights and obli-

gations^ and of the exact manner in which those rights shall be exer'

cised and those obligations fulfilled. But at present, there is no ex-
plicit acknowledgment of mutual responsibility, and no definite,

|

intelligible statement of reciprocal rights and duties, or of the;

method of intercourse. Here, as in the case abovementioned, the;
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Platform, which plainly exhibits the general duty of fellowship

among the churches, is neither consulted nor acknowledged.

At the same time, the avowed sentiments of some, and the prac-

tical sentiments of many are such, as to exempt churches from all

mutual inspection, and yet require us to have fellowship with all

churches, calling themselves Congregational, whatever be their

faith or conduct. And what is still more insufferable, we are un-
der a kind of necessity of allowing our disorderly members to call

in churches, the mobt defective in christian character, to censure

our principles, to overturn our internal discipline, to sanction dis-

order and heresy, and to attack the reputation of faithful minis-

ters.

These considerations clearly show that the principles of fellowship

among the churches which are laid down in our Platform, are of

vast importance, and must be carried into effect, before peace and
prosperity can be found in our Zion. But there is no prospect of

carrying those principles into effect without a great and united ef-

fort. The churches must deliberate, and acto On the basis of the
principles asserted in the Platform, let them jointly settle a plan

that shall be regular and practicable, of ascertaining the character

of those churches with which we are to be connected, of avoiding

those which are corrupt, and of counselling and admonishing sister

churches as occasion may require.

Thirdly. There is one more evil in our ecclesiastical affairs,

which we think it necessary distinctly to notice; that is, the want of
a settled and effectual method of calling ministers to account for im-
morality and error, and of protecting them against calunmy and in-

justice. There is no reason why a minister should not be as subject

to inspection as a private christian. Nay, the publicity and impor-
tance of his office, furnish special reasons, why he should enjoy the

advantage of the most vigilant and faithful inspection. The body
of men, who are to exercise this inspection, should be well known,
their rights and duties well defined, and every thing relative to

the mode of proceeding be, by common agreement, fully deter-

mined. The venerable authors of the Platform provided, though
in terms not sufficiently definite for present use for calling min-
isters to account before an ecclesiastical Council; and various pub-
lic documents show, that they themselves and other men of like

spirit began soon after to feel the necessity of further and more ef-

fectual provisions, and proceeded distinctly to propose them. But
the provisions of the Platform, and those afterwards proposed are

disregarded, and by most men forgotten.

The defects of the system which actually prevails relative to the
discipline of ministers are too pijilpable to escape notice, or to need
particular explanation. We have, in the first place, no effectual

means of keeping corrupt or incompetent men from entering into

the ministry and obtaining ordination. Suppose the friends of

ecclesiastical order are sometimes admitted to a place in ordaining
councils. What influence can they have, when there is a majority
iii number, determined tQ outvote them? The rights of conscience ^

2



10 General Association of Massachusetts Profier.

which tbey think it their duty to exercise, are assaulted, and they

are, of a truth, expected to take it for granted, as a self-evident

proposition, that the candidate for the sacred office is well qualifi-

ed, and to give their voice for his ordination, without being indul-

ged with an opportunity even ol seeking satisfaction as to his fit-

ness for the work.

After a man is once ordained, by whomsoever and by what
means soever it may have been done, we are all required to ac-

knowledge and treat him as a minister of the gospel. If we are sta-

tioned in his vicinity, we are exposed to special difficulty. For
while we are deprived of any influence in his settlement, and are

utterly unable in any way to impeach his character, or bring him
to trial for any fault, however fl.igrant, we are- according to com-
mon expectation, to have fellowship with him more frequently and
in a higher degree, than others. Things proceeding in this way,
a corrupt church with an heretical minister, has opportunity to ex-

ert a corrupting influence upon the whole body of Congregational
churches. The great evil here complained of is at present pro-

tected, and suffered to spread, without any effort for its cure.

Heretofore ic was the opinion of some in this Commonwealth^
that a minister might be brought for trial before his own church.

But it is very apparent, and is now almost universally conceded,

that a single church is not a competent tribunal for the trial of a

minister. This has become so extremely evident, that whatever
opinions may have been entertained, no church does really claim

and exercise the right of censuring a pastor. So that we do in

fact find ourselves in this difficulty, that nvt have no regular, ac-

knowledged and uniform method of trying a minister for any viola-

tion of the laws of Christ.

It is, then, of the highest moment, that a proper and effectual

plan be adopted to regulate our conduct in this respect. At pres-

ent, if ministers or churches refuse to hold fellowship with any
one invested with the sucred office, however bad his character,

they must do it on their own private responsibility, and generally to i

their own inconvenience. Now for this matter to be left entirely

to the discretion of individuals is a great evil. For in such a case,

they will be under the strongest temptations to svi^erve from the

path of duty And even if they are disposed to be faiihtul, it is prob-
able that, by different judgments and different measures, they

will embarrass each other, and increase the confusion of our eccle-

siastical concerns.

It may be supposed, that the want of a regular tribunal for the

trial of a minister may be supplied, and that most of the evils

above insisted on may be cured, by tht provision ofmutual councils.

On this we remark, that no objection in our view can lie

?igainst the gra?id principle of mutual councils. Of the justice

and importance of that principle we are fully convinced. And we-
wish it to be remembered, that the observations we are about to
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make relate, not to the firofiriefy of mutual councils, but merely
to the present mode of constituting them. The result, to which
an attentive observation of facts, and a careful inquiry into the na-

ture of the subject have conducted us, is this; viz that mutual
councils^ as they are now commonly constituted^ are by no means an
adequate firo-vision against the evils which urgently callfor a remedy.
The general reasons of this result are tiie following.

1. Mutual councils, in their present form, are not permanent
bodies. To-day they exist, and are by the churches invested with

authority; tomorrow, both their authority and existence cease.

Accordingly it is impossible for them to exercise any stated and
continued inspection over either ministers or churches. Such oc-

casional, transient bodies, however useful they may sometimes be in

composing particular disturbances, can afford no regular and perma-
nent support to the friends of religious order, or do any thing effec-

tually to restrain offenders,

2. Mutual councils^in present circumstances, may be evaded. Of-

fenders may refuse to join in the choice of them, or to submit to

iheir decisions.

3. Mutual councils have in this Commonwealth no code of ec-

clesiastical rules to govern either their own proceedings, or the

conduct of contending parties in managing their cause. Nor is it

determined among our churches in what cases councils are to be

called, nor what is the extent of their jurisdiction, or the authority

of their results.

4. Mutual councils, on the present plan., may be multiplied with-

out liinits. Difficulties may be so managed, that there shall be no

end of strife.

An ex parte council, resorted to as a substitute for a mutual coun-

cil, is still more exceptionable. It will, from the very nature oi

the case, be regarded with suspicion, and can never have the pow-
er of terminating a contention. A second ex parte council may be

called to contravene the decision of the first, and so on without end.

5. Mutual councils, at present, are constituted in a manner ex-

tremely unfavorable to impartiality, justice, and unanimity; so that

there is but little prospect of a decision which will give satisfaction

to the parties. Councils are chosen in a time of contention, when
the minds of all concerned are liable to irritation, if not to bitter-

ness. And what is more, they are chosen by the contending par-

ties, and the offender, however exceptionable his character, and

however flagrant his crimes, has an equal influence in constituting

the tribunal with the other party. Doubtless he will make it his

object to select men, who will be his particular friends and advocates,

not those who will be judicious and impartial. Who can suppose

that a council, so constituted, will be candid and thorough in their

deliberations? Or how can it be expected that their decision will

bear such marks of wisdom and integrity, as to prevent suspicioii,

and lead to an end of the controversy? As circumstances are, it is

by no means strange, that atrial before a mutual council is frequent-

ly nothing but a scene of animosity and slrii'e, in which the parlies,
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aided by two divisions of the council, come forward to contend fof

victory.

The evil here complained of is like that which would be felt by

civil society, if courts of justice, instead of being permanent bodies,

ore^anized in a manner wisely calculated to exclude all injustice

and respect of persons, should depend for their existence and con-

tinuance, on the will of disagreeing parties, and so should in fact

be the offspring of self-interest, dishonesty, and strife. In the es-

tablishment and form of courts of criminal jurisprudence, we
should deem it totally inadmissible, that either the accused or the

accuser should have any immediate agency. We adhere to the

same equitable principle in the discipline which is exercised by a

church over its own members. An offender must stand for trial

before the church,—a body which has a permanent existence, and

is wholly independent of his will. What mischief would be occa-

sioned by giving him the right of choosing one half of those who
should constitute a tribunal for his trial, even if he should be con-

fined in his choice to members of the church. But the door is at

present open for all these evils and many more, when offending

ininsters are to be tried, or difficulties arising between churches
are to be brought before an ecclesiastical council.

The foregoing are the principal evils, which this committee
deem it important to notice. Who does not lament their existence,

and look with earnest desire for the time of their removal? Happy
will it be for our churches, if, by a wise reflection on their own his-

tory from the beginning, and on the events which are constantly

taking place, they shall be able, through divine assistance, to obtaih

a remedy for the disorders which have so long afflicted them, and
rise to christian purity, love, and order.

It would be unreasonable to expect, that evils, so deep-rooted and
numerous, can be I'emoved at once. But we feel a persuasion that
the time has arrived for important irriprovements. We indulge a
pleasing hope, that measures may now be commenced, which will

vindicate the rights of the churches, contribute at once to a sensible

melioration of our state, and cft^cct, gradually indeed, but surely,

the cure of our various disorders.

With these views, and in pursuance of an object so'momentous,
your Committee beg leave to subuiit to the consideration of this

General Association the following

PLAN OF ECCLESIASTICAL ORDER.

There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father
of all: and believers in Ci)rist are all of one family, one brother-
hood, one glorious and holy fellowship. Though this general fel-

lowship, by ihe appointment of the adorable Head, and for great
and wise purposes, is divided into particular sections; yet this ar-

rangement is not intended to sever the unity of the Spirit, or to

abate the sentiment, or hinder the exercise of mutual and exten-
sive charity and communion: but as the individual members of each
particular church are united in one body; so the particular churche^
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should all be united in one federative and well ordered communify.
The vital principle of ecclesiastical order, discipline, and trovern-

ment is the pure spirit of generous brotherly love. It is to a defect of

this spirit, that the lamented disordtrs, which have lonpj abounded in

our churches, and brought reproach upon Congregationalism, are

chijefly to be imputed. Let this spirit become duly prevalent, and
the interior discipline of the particular cliurcbes will be easy and
effective, and their exterior order, in relation one to another, will

be unembarrassed and irreproachnble; «he faithlul word of ilie

gospel will be held iorth in its native purity and effulgence; and
Our Zion will become "beautiful as Tiizah, comely as Jerusalem)
and terrible us an army 'vith banricrs."

As however, the unity, order, p^ace and prosperity of a partic-

ular church is produced, preserved, and proiroted, by means of an
explicit covenant, formed on the principles of the gospel; so the
unity, order, peace and prosperity ol the great federative commu-
nity of churches should in like manner, be procured, preserved
and promoted, by an explicit agreement, or compact, formed on the

same benign and holy principles. Something of this sort is scarce-

ly less obviously suitable and requisite for the fellowship of the sev-

eral churches, one with another, than for the mutual fellowship of

the individual members in a particular church Such an agree-
ment or compact would constitute properly a Consociation of the

ehui'ches. And such a Consociation the Platform of our churches
decidedly favors; the prmciples for it were explicitly set forth, in

distinct Propositions, adopted by the venerable Synod, composed
of the elders and messengers of the churches, and hoiden at Bos-

ton in the year 1662. The Propositions, here referred to, are the

following, which were given as a brief answer to this question,

Whether according to the word of God there ought to be a Conso-
ciation of churches, and what should be the manner of it?

I. Every church, or particular congregation of visible saints in

gospel-order, being furnished with a Presbytery, at least with a

teaching elder, and walking together in truth and peace, hath re-

ceived from the Lord Jesus full power and authority ecclesiastical

within itself regularly to administer all the ordinances of Christ,

and is not under any other ecclesiastical jurisdiction whatsoever.

For to such a church Christ hath given the keys of the kingdom
of heaven, that, what they bind or loose on earth shall be bound or

loosed in heaven. Mat. xvi, 19, and xviii, 17, i8. Elders are ordain-

ed in every church, Actsxiv, 23; Tit. I, 5, and are therein authorized

officially to administer in the word-, prayer, sacraments and censures,

Mat.xxviii, 19,20; Acts vi, 4; 1 Cor. iv, l,andv, 4, 12; Acts xx, 28;

1 Tim. v, 17, and iii, 5—The reproving of the church of Corinth

and of the Asian churches severally imports they had power each of

them within themselves, to reform the abuses that were amongst
them, 1 Cor. v; Rev. ii, 14, iO, Hence it tollows that consociation

of churches is not to hinder the exercise of this power, but by

counsel from the word of God to direct and strcngtlien the same
upon all just occasionso
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II. The churphes of Christ do stand in a sisterly relation eack

to other, Cant, viii, 8; being united in the same faith and order,

Eph. iv, 5; Col. ii, 5, to walk by the same rule, Phil, iii, 16, in

the exercise of the same ordinances for the same ends. Eph. iv,

11— 13; I Cor. xvi, 1, under one and the same political head, the

Lord Jesus Christ, Eph. i, 22, 23; and iv, 5; Rev. ii, 1; which
union infers a communion suitable thereunto.

III. Communion of churches is the faithful improvement of the

gifts of Christ bestowed upon them lor his service and glory, and
iheir mutual good and edification, according to capacity and oppor-

tunity I Peter iv, 10, 11; I Cor. xiv, 4, 7, and x, 24; 1 Cor. iii, 21, 22;

Cant, viii, 9; Rom. i, 15; Gal. vi, 10.

IV. Acts of communion of churches are such as these:

1. Hearty care and prayer one for another, 2 Cor. xi, 28; Cant.

viii) 8; Rom. i, 9; Col. i, 9; Eph. vi, 18.

2. To afford relief by communication of their gifts in temporal or

spiritual necessities, Rom. xv, 2§, 27; Acts xi, 22, 29; 2 Cor. viii,

1,4, 14.

3. To maintain unity and peace by giving account one to anoth-

er of their public actions, when it is orderly desired, Acts xi, 2—4,
18; Josh, xxii, 13, 21, 30; 1 Cor. x, 32; and to strengthen one another

in their regular administrations; as in special by a concurrent testi-

mony against persons justly censured, Acts xv, 41, and xvi, 4, 5; 2

Tim. iv, 15; 2 Thess. iii, 14.

4. To seek and to accept help from and give help unto each
other.

1. In case of divisions and contentions whereby the peace of any
church is disturbed, Acts xv, 2.

2. In matters of more than ordinary importance, Prov, xxiv, 16.

and XV, 22, as ordination, translation, and deposition of elders and
such like, I Tim. v, 22.

3. In doubtful and difficult questions and controversies, doctrinal

©r piactical, that may arise. Acts xv, 2, 6.

4 For the rectifying mal-administrations, and healing of errors

and scandals, that are unhealed among themselves, 3 John ver. 9,

10; 2 Cor. ii, 6, !1; 1 Cor. xv; Rev. ii, 14— 16; 2 Cor. xii, 20, 21,

and xiii, 2. Churches now have need of like help as well as

churches then. Christ's care is still for whole churches as well as

foi particular persons; and Apostles being now ceased, there re-

mains the duty of brotherly love, and mutual care and helpfulness

incumbent on churches, especially elders for that end.

5. In love and faithfulness to take notice of the troubles and diffi-

culties, errors and scandals of another church, and to administer
help (when the case manifestly calls for it) though they should so

neglect their own good and duty as not to seek it, Exod. xxiii, 4, 5;

Prov. xxiv, J I, 12.

6. To admonish one another when there is need and cause for it,

and after due means with patience used, to withdraw from a church
or peccant party therein, obstinately persisting in error or scandal,

as in the Platform of discipline (chap. 5, sect. 2, particular 3.) is
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more at large declared, Gal.ii, 11, 14; 2 Thess. iii, 6; Rom. xvi, If.

V. Consociation of churches is their mutual and solemn agree-

ment to exercise communion in such acts, as aforesaid, amongst
themselves, with special reference to those churches, which by
providence are planted in a convenient vicinity, though with liber-

ty reserved without offence, to make use of others, as the nature

of the case, or the advantage of opportunity may lead thereunto.

VI. The churches of Christ in this country having so good op-

portunity for it, it is meet to be commended to them, as their duty

thus to consociate. For 1. Communion of churches being com-
manded, and consociation being but an agreement to practice it,

this must needs be a duty also, Psa. cxix, 106; Nehem. x, 28, 29.

2. Paul an Apostle sought with much labor the conference, con-
eurrence and right-hand of fellowship of other Apostles; and ordin-

ary elders and churches have not less need each of other, to pre-

vent their running in vain, Gal. ii, 2, 6, 9.

3. Those general scripture rules teaching the need and use of
counsel and help in weighty cases, concern all societies and polities,

ecclesiastical as well as civil, Prov. xi, 14, and xv, 22, and xx, IS,

and xxiv, 6; Eccl. iv, 9, 10, 12.

4. The pattern in Acts xv holds forth a warrant for councils,

which may be greater or lesser as the matter shall require.

5. Concurrence and communion of churches in gospel times is

not obscurely held forth in Isa. xix, 23—25; Zeph. iii, 9; 1 Cor.
xi, 16, and xiv, 32, 36.

6. There hath constantly been in these churches a profession of
communion in giving the right hand of fellowship at the gathering
of churches, and ordination of elders: which importeth a consocia-

tion, and obligeth to the practice thereof. Without which we
should also want an expedient and sufficient cure for emergent
church difficulties and differences: with the want whereof our way
is charged, but unjustly, if this part of the doctrine thereof were
duly practised.

The principles of these Propositions are genuinely Congrega-
tional, and perfectly coincident, and for substance, identical with
those of the Platform.. The Propositions, indeed, were framed and
adopted by those venerable Fathers of our churches, by whom,
only fourteen years before, the Platform was formed and adopted,
and for the very purpose of carrying the design of the Platform in-

to more complete and salutary effect. They are therefore espe-
cially suitable to be adopted as the general basis of an actual Con-
sociation, as a Consociation founded upon them, and consistent with
them, can be no innovation; but a recurrence to first principles,

a restoration of our churches to their primitive order, and a guar-
antee to them of their original rights, liberties, and privileges.

To carry these principles into good etTect, nothing more seems
necessary, than lor the churches explicitly to adopt, and duly to

put in practice the following Articles of Agreement.
Art. 1. The Propositions of the Synod of 1662, recited in the

foregoing preamble,, are acknowledged as the general basis of Con-
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sociation; and as declaratory of the rights and privileges guarantee^

to the churches; of the duties which they owe to each other, and of

the purposes for which tliey are consociated. It will tlierefore be

understood that it will not be competent to the Consociation "to

hinder the exercise of the power" delegated by Christ to each par-

ticular church in regard to its own interior administrations and
concerns, "but by counsel from the word of God to direct and
strengthen the same upon all just occasions:" and especially to di-

rect and strengthen that holy fellowship which the churches, as

churches, are to mamtain and exercise one towards another.

Art. 2. Particular Consociations shall be formed within such
limits as tnay be deemed most convenient and expedient. But
though it may be the duty of every church to join in Consociation,

and to do what it can to promote the great design of general fel-

lowship and order; yet no church can rightfully be considered or

treated as belonging to a consociation without its own voluntary

consent, or restrained from regularly withdrav/ing itself from a

consociation wlienever it shall see fit to withdraw.

Art. 3 Of the churches comprised in each particular Consocia*

tion, the pastors, and lay delegates, will meet annually, and oftener

as shall be agreed upon, or as special occasion may require; at-

tend to any business which may regularly come before them, and
upon such religious exercises as shall be judged expedient; and
allow freedom of conference, in the spirit of charity and order,

upon subjects relating to the welfare of the churches.

Art. 4. Each particular Consociation will have a Moderator and a

Scribe chosen annually, and to continue in office until others are

chosen; and such other officers as shall be deemed requisite.

Art. 5. Although in order to general union and harmony, this

instrument is to be the constitution of all the Consociations to be
comprised in the General body; yet it will be competent for each
Consociation to adopt, for the regulation of its own proceedings, and
for the direction and benefit of the churches in regard to their con-

sociated state, such rules and prescripts not repugnant to this con-
stitution, as it shall judge advisable.

Art. 6. With a view to prevent the anintiosities, difficulties, and dis-

orders, which have too often been experienced, in regard to coun-
cils, on occasions of dissentions and strife, and to preserve and pro-

mote that holy and pleasant fellowship, which is the primary object

of consociation, and which should be sought with the most heedful

attention, and the most tender care; the consociated churches with
their pastors, agree to regard and use the Particular Consociation to

>vhich they belong, as the proper Council, made mutual by this

agreement, as to all parties concerned, to be applied to by the

churches and individuals in the connexion, in all cases, in which
the advice and assistance of a council is requisite. Particularly do
they agree to hold this as the proper body to hear and decide upon
aiiy complaint or allegation, touching ministerial character, against

any minister belonging to it; to acquit, or to find guilty—to advise,,

sustain, or depose, as the case may require.— It is to be under»
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stood, however, that any Particular Consociation may provide, upon

principles and for reasons distinctly to be made known by them for

cases, in which it may not be expedient for all the members to be

concerned, as also for cases in which it may be proper for others,

not of its body, to be admitted to sit in the council.

Art, 7. Any regular application from a church, for the advice or

assistance of the Consociation, shall receive kind and prompt at-

tention. An application from an individual, or individuals, will al-

so be kindly attended to, though not without the most guarded res-

pect to the rights and privileges, the order and peace of the church

or churches concerned.

Art. 8. A complaint against a minister may be rcgulasly exhib-

ited either by the church of v/hich he is pastor, or by a brother

minister of the Consociation: but no complaint or accusation shall

be received, but 'before two or three witnesses."

Art- 9. In all cases, the judgment of the Consociation is to be
regarded and treated with great respect by the churches; and if,

in any case, a church after due time taken for consideration, see

cause to dissent, the reasons for dissenting shall be clearly and in

a Christian manner, stated in writing to tlie Consociation; and the

Consociation, having deliberately, and in the spirit of meekness,
considered the reasons, will act as the case may require; either re-

versing the former judgment; or, if it be affirmed, yet with charity

and forbearance, either allowing the church quietly to act agreeably

to its own ultimate judgment,—or reviewing the case in union with

one or two neighboring Consociations to be convened together, in

whole or by delegation; or dealing with the church in the way of

Christian admonition. But it is distinctly provided, that no conso-

ciated church shall be put out of eommunion, unless, after a first

and second adnmonition duly administered, and after due time al-

lowed for it to reform or to justify itse)f, it shall be solemnly and
deliberately adjudged by the Consociation to have forfeited its

rights as a sister church.

Art. 10. A church, or a minister, considering itself, or himself, as

aggrieved, will have the right of an appeal from the Consociation,

to two or three other Consociations, to be convened, as provided

for, in the next preceding article. Private church members are

not included in this article; because the cases of private members
are cognizable by the Consociation, only in so far as the churches

to which they belong are implicated.

This Committee would fuither suggest to the General Associa-

tion the propriety of the following recommendation; viz. that when
two or more Consociations are formed, measures be taken to pro-

mote such an understanding and consultation between them as will

secure, as far as possible, a coincidence and uniformity with regard

to the exercise and discipline, and all their modes of proceeding in

their respective connexions.

Signed,
per order,

Jedidiah Morse, Chairman,

3
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Voted to make an annual address to our churches, and that at each meeting of the

htidy, a Committee of three persons be chosen to prepare the address to be adopted at

the'iiext succeeding meeling. The Rev. Elijah Parisii, D.D. the Kev. Joseph Emer-
son, and Kev. Krown Emerson, were cliosen a Committee to prepare the address to

be adopted, at the next annual meeting of this body.

Mr. Mead, from the Committee to prepare a general narrative of the state of re*-

ligion and morals, presented the following report, which was accepted and committed
to the Rev Messrs. Morse, Brown Eniei-son, and Codman, for publication,, with lib-

erty to make such verbal corrections as they may think proper.

REPORT
Of the Committee appointed to take Minutes of the narratives, given before the Gen-

eral Association of Massachusetts Proper, at their annual meeting in Royalston,
June 27th to -29th, 1815, concerning the state of religion within the limits of said

Association, and those bodies in its connexion in other parts of the United States.

In going over this extensive field, to give a general view of those objects within its

bounds, which relate more immediately to our moral and religious interests, we shall

pursue the coui-se marked out by tiiose, from whose narratives this view is collected.

Casting v,ur eyes over ihat large extent of territory embraced by the Berkshire As-
sociation, we are met by facts, which canr.ot fail to excite emotions of gratitude and
joy ill the breast of every one, who delights in the prosperity of Zion.
Though tiie general state of religion, in that county, is described to be rather low

and discouraging; yet, with pleasure v/e find that (iod has not forsaken this portion of
our Commonwealth.
To the Berkshire Society for suppressing iri'eligion, are attached seventeen auxiliary

Societies, whose united exertions in the prosecution of their benevolent design, have
•ansiderably raised the tone oi public morals.
While (jod is visiting sevei'al of the inosi respectable seminaries of learning in our

oountry, with remarkable effusions of his Spirit, he graciously remembers the College
in Wiiliamstown. Among the students of that rising institution, an uncommon seri-

ousness and solicitude are witnessed in regard to their salvation. Several of them, it

is hojied, have recently experienced a saving conversion to God. The pious student-s

hold frequent meetings for the special purpose of praying for the revival of true reli-

gion in that and other similar institutions in our country. In this woi'k of intercession
they are earnestly engaged, and their importunity with Him, who is more ready to
give his Holy Spirit to theni that ask him, than earthly parents are to give good things

fo their children, encourages the hope, that they will prevail.

The town of Lenox, in this county, has enjoyed, within the past year, a very pre-
sious season "of refreshing from the presence of the Lord." I'he work of the Spirit

has been cai-ried on in demonstration of divine power. Many sinners have been con-
strained to bow before the majesty of truth and grace. Ninety-eight have been added
to the church.

In the Mountain Association, in the counties of Hampshire and Berkshire, are
twelve churches, all of which are supplied with pastors. Though no extensive re-
vivals of religion have recently taken place within the limits of this Association; yet
the religious and moral aspect is very promising. In several towns a preached gos-

pel has been blessed to the awakening and conversion of considerable numbers. The
churches enjoy much peace, and divine institutions are generally respected and well

attended. Moral Societies have been formed in most of the towns, and their perse-
vering efforts to prevent the profanation of the Lord's day, have been so successful,

Aat unlawful travelling on that day is but seldom attempted.
In the Hampshire Central Association are sixteen churches, all supplied with pas-

tors. Though the friends of vital piety see cause to lament a too general coldness and
formality among the churches and people; yet, on the whole, the state of religion and
public moi-als, in this section of the Commonwealth, affords a pleasing pi-ospect.

Prayer meetings and religious conferences are maintained in almost every pai'ish; and
not one is to be found where the children are not statedly taught the Assembly's
Shorter Catechism, attended with other religious instruction. Moi-al and Ti-act Socie-.

ties are instituted in several towns with a flattering prospect of usefulness. Vice and
irreligion of various kinds have received an important check. The Sabbath is regard-

ed with increasing reverence, and the laudable exertions of civil officers and others,

have imposed a powerful restraint upon the practice of profaning that holy day. Di-

vine institutions are in general well attended, and society is evidently advancing to-

Tr.^rd a higher state of moi'al and religious improvement.



Qetieral Association of Massachuse^is Fro/icr. 19

The state of religion in Franklin Association is not materially different from that in

Hampshire Central. The same observation may be applied generally to that portioii

•f the state, which is comprised within the limits of Hampden Association. In the

town of Ludlow, where there is no settled minister, has lately been a work of

grace, the fruits of which are about thirty instances of hopeful conversion. This good
•work has been effected through the instrumentality of neighboring ministers, who be-

stowed their labor gratuitously upon that destitute ilock. May others, in similar cir-

cumstances, be encuuraged by their example and success to go and do likewise.

Brookfieid Association contains sixteen churches, fifteen of which are supplied with

pastors. In the parish of West Broo^.field the Lord has poured out his Spirit, within

liie year past, and between fifty and sixty have been apparently brought to the saving

knowledge of the truth. The moral complexion of the people, within the limits of

the Association, is considerably brightened, and the prospect as to religion is more
favorable than in former years.

Worcester South Association embraces eight churches, six of which are supplied
with pastors. The religious and moral condition of the towns in this connexion, ha.s,

•f late, undergon'3-no material alteration. But we are happy to learn, that a refresh-

ihg shower of gi-acious influence has descended upon Framingham, in the vicinitv,

Tvhich appears to have been attended with saving effects in nearly a hundi-ed souls.

Within the bounds of Westminster Association, we find nothing of recent date of ae
interesting nature, save that societies are formed to co-operate with similar institu-

Jlions in various parts of the State, for the suppression of irreligion and the promotion
of order and morality.

In Haverhill Association are ten churches, nine of which are supplied with pastors.

In the Academy at Bradford, where there are about eighty students, an unusual se-

riousness prevails, and some hopeful religious impressions are observed in the parisi).

In the other towns and parishes no changes have taken place, relating to the general
interest of religion, which require particular notice.

Essex Middle Association contains eleven churches and ten ministers. Though
there has been no signal revival of religion, the past year, within these limits, an in-

creasing desire in the peo^)le to hear the preached Avord is manifest; and an increasing-

fervency among Christians in supplicating the throne of grace, induces the hope, thiii.

the Lord will soon revive his work in this part of the vineyard.

The Association of Salem and Vicinity embraces twenty churches, seventeen of
yrhich have pastors. In this part of the Commonwealth we see but little cause for

special encouragement. Here the demoralizing effects of war are extensively and se-

yerely felt. A cold indifference to the vi'elrkre of Zion and the concerns of another world,
prevails, in many places, to an alurniing degree. The covinty of E'ses, indeed, ca-
nibits at present, a more a*fecting scene of <le3olatiou, than has been witnessed in

former years. It contains eleven churches which are destitute of a settled ministry,

^nd which, from their present condition, give but little ground to expect tiiat it will

soon be made better.

In SQme places, however, the state of religion presents a fairer prospect. In Salem
particularly, among the people belonging to the cliarges of the Rev. Dr. Worcester,
and Rev.. Mr. Emerson, there are religious impressions on many minds, wliich indi-

cate the operations of the Holy Spirit, and encourage a hope, that (he I^ord is about
pi build up Zion in this place. Several have been added to tlie churches specified,

and numbers are anxiously inquiring what they shall do to be saved. A few have
been recently brought into the liberty of God's chlldien, and are rejoicing in hope
JPrayer meetings are well attended, Christians are importunate for a revival of religioUj

religious conferences are full, and an unusual seriousness prevails. We notice with
pecuhar pleasure, the numei-ous Female Societies lately formed in this town for re-
lieving the poor, and for other charitable purposes, and their activity and success in

doing good.
With a lively gratitude to the great Head of the church, we mention the flourishing

situation of the Theological Seminary in Andover. To His care and grace we devout-
ly commend this important institution, designed to prepare men to become scribes

well instructed in the kingdom of God, and useful ministers of the New Testament.
In several towns in the county of Essex, exertions have been made, and ai-e con-

tinued, to suppress the profanation of the Lord's day, and otlier fla;;rant crimes, which
had made an alarming progress. These patriotic and benevolent efiects have been
«rowned with no small success.

We rejoice to behold this spirit of reform diffused through almost ever}' part of tlie

Commonwealth, as ^vell as through the neighboring states. We sec ttie friends of.

virtue and religion, who h.ive too long slept over tlie moral ruins of our countrv,
vaking from their slumbers, and determined as with one consent, tQ avi-fe^t thftdese-
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lating progress of iniquity. Before their united and steady exertions the mouutaiDj

Tvhich disheartened the timid by its imposing brow, becomes a plain.

Every true patriot and philanthropist will regard these exertions, which, among
many others, distinguish the present day, as promising tokens of good to our land.

In the Union Association, are eight church-s and seven ministers. The church

in Park Street, Boston, is vacant by the late dismission and removal of Rev. Dr. Griffin.

Nothing remarkable of a religious nature has taken place, within the past year, in this

connexion. A Society of females in Boston, instituted for the benevolent purpose of

assisting in the education of pious and indigent young men for the gospel ministry,

promises much usefulness to the cause of Zion. May the daughters of Jerusalem
emulate their example.

la looking over the extensive portions of country in their connexion, the General
Association perceive new motives for gratitude to the great Head of the church, an<^

additional reasons for confidence in his promises to his people. While much is found
for the pious heart to deplore, much also is found in. which the same heart will re-

joice.

The present is evidently a new era, hoth in Christian exertion and Christian hope.
The watchmen, who go about the wal s of our Zion, and in whose eyes her very dust

is precious, will see, at this day, sufficient matter to awaken their gratitude and fill

their lips with praise, to Him, who not only keeps, but is enlarging and beautifying the
city of God. They cannot, for a moment, admit that these exertions will prove un-
successful,—that these animated hopes and raised expectations will be permitteti to

vanish and die away in despair. No: He, who has called forth these exertions, and ia-

spired these hopes, has "never said to the seed of Jacob, seek ye me in vain."

Will not the experience of every age strengthen the persuasion, that God intends a
good for the church proportionate to her eiforts and prayers? Spiritual children have
ever been the fruit of her spiritual laboi's.

The indications of providence are too plain to be mistaken by the pious and ob»
serving mind, that the day is appi-oaching, and even now dawning, when the gospel
shall run and be glorified through the earth. Yes; the Redeemer of a lost world seems
evidently preparing the way for every people, tongxie and nation to hear his gospel
and partaiie of his salvation. Glorious day! Let thy light arise upon us, and thy beams
cheer our eyes. Not only is the great Head of the church opening new ways, and
providing new facilities, for the spread of the gospel, but he is raising up, and, as we
trust, qualifying young men to become the heralds of salvation to those portions ot the
earth that are enveloped in pagan darkness.
The intelligence from the Presbyterian church of the United States, is of a nature

to cheer our hearts and unite us in affection with that large, zealous and influential

portion ofour fellow Christians. In surveying that part of tlie vinej'ard of our com-
mon Lord, we have the satisfaction to find many places refreshed and enriched with
showers of divine grace. We are particularly gratified to learn, that Hampden Syd-
ney College, a respectable institution in Virginia, has shared iu these enriching drops.

On Nassau Hall, famous in the literary history of our country, these drops have be-.

«ome a copious shower. The work of divine grace in that Seminary is truly wonder-
ful. From forty to fifty of the students give a pleasing evidence, that they have heea
jnade the subjects of renewing grace.

Following the footsteps of the Holy Spirit we come to Yale College. Here we stop

to admire and adoi-e the riches of divine goodness, in visiting this highly respectable

and useful institution with such special tokens of mercy, not to the State of Connecti-
cut only,—not to our country only, but, we trust, to the world. During the revival

in this College, more than fifty ot its members have become hopefully pious.

In several towns, in this State, where there were revivals of religion a year
ago, the good work has been continued. Upon many others, where inattention to

their eternal interest then prevailed among the people, God has since poured out his

Spirit. The Chaiitable Society of Yale College, formed the past year for the educa-
tion of indigent and pious yoUng men for the gospel ministry, promises extensive use-
fulness, and has a claim upon the prayers and charities of the Christian public.

Still travelling northward, we find much to attract our notice, and to awaken our
gratitude. In this Commonwealth the tone of public morals is evidently rising. The
missionary spirit supplies, and labors are still on the increase. Nor is this all. Some
parts of this State have been favored with evident tokens of the divine presence and
grace.

In our survey of the State ofNew Hampshire,while we pause to weep over many deso-
late places where the hedges have been broken down, and vineyards, once cultivated by
faithful laborers, lie waste, we are pleased to find that some of these waste portioiis of
the vineyard, through the laudable exertions, particularly of the Massachusetts So-
ciety for promoting Christian Knowledge, are now under the cultivation and improve-
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ment of pious and faithful laborers, and a prospect afforded tTiat ere long tlie ways of
Zioii here will cease to mourn. With devout gratitude to God, we desire to acknowledge
the mercy ot God in visiting Dartmouth College in this State with extraordinary effu-

sions of the Holy Spirit. A large proportion of the talent and influence in that rising

institution, we are informed, is engaged in the cause of our Divine Redeemer. Up-
wards of forty, who have lately, as it is hoped, become pious, in connexion with those,
who were apparently so before the late revival, amount to more than half the whole
number of students in that Seminary. Earnestly and devoutly do we lift up our
hearts to God, that not a single student may be left a stranger to his grace.

In the State of Vermont we see many things favorable to the cause of religion,

and virtue. Revivals of religion have taken place in several towns in this State; par-
ticularly in Bridport, West Parish in Westminster, Pawlet, Brattleboro' and New-
fane. In the two last mentioned towns, about forty, it is hoped, have been brought
to the knowledge of the truth as it is in Jesus. The state of society is gradually im-
proving. Ministers and other Christians are more engaged, and on a larger scale,

than usual. In many places Moral Societies are formed, which have in view the same
important object as similar societies in other States, and which promise much useful-
ness in meliorating the moral condition of the community. Many female Charitable
Societies have also been established, in different parts of the State, which have cou-
fei'ibuted much to the general object, the temporal and eternal welfare of the people.-

iVIiddlebury College, which has been heretofore so signally favored with repeated
revivals of religion, has sh;u-ed, in some degree, that gracious work of the Holy Spirit,
with which other Seminaries of learning have of late been so remarkably visited, la
this flourishing institution, within the past year, about ten have become the hopeful
subjects of divine grace.
In reviewing the effects of special divine influence in so many of the most respecta-

ble institutions in our country, we cannot forbear to remark, with most sincere thank-
fulness and praise to the God of all grace, on his distinguishing goodness and mercy.
Since the days of the Apostles the state of the Christian world has never called for
more piety, zeal, activity and self-denial, than at this day. In covenant faithfulness,
and in answer to the prayers of his people, God is now most evidently preparing young
men to become devoted, ardent, and, we believe, successful, laborers in the spiritual

yineyard.

On the whole, we are confident in the hope and belief, that Gos-1 is arising to have
mercy on his Zion. Yea, that the set time to favor her is come. Under all the publio
and individual embarrassments, which we have felt and continue to feel, we see great
cause to rejoice and take courage. While our hands are employed in separate and
distant places, our hearts shall be united, and our eyes directed to the Great Proprie-
tor of the vineyard, that he would raise up and send forth faithful laborers; for truly
the harvest is great, but the laborers are comparatively few. And casting our eyes
over a world lying in darkness and sin, we will unite in the fervent prayer, that he
would pour out his Spirit on all flesh, and fill the whole earth with his giory.

Rev. Dr. Morse, as a Committee for the purpose, reported the following form of a
petition from this body to the Congress of the United States, against the transportation
and opening of the mail on the Lord's day, which was adopted and ordered to be offi-

eially signed and transmitted.

PETITION.
The Congregational Ministers, in Massachusetts, beg leave respectfully to represent

to the Congress of the United States,

That they consider the Lord's day as a Divine Ordinance, and that on a due ob-

servance of it depend all the best interests of man. In this belief, they have wit-

nessed with extreme pain and solicitude its public violation, by the transportation and
Opening of the mail on this sacred day, under the sanction of the laws of the United
States, and in consequence the morals and civil interests of the nation, to an incalcu-

lable extent, endangered.
Your Petitioners consider it unnecessary to enter into any labored reasonings on a

subject, which late discussions have rendered familiar to the public mind, and the great

importance of which is so obvious, and so extensively and deeply felt. They simply
submit it to the serious consideration of your honorable body; respectfully and earn-

estly entreating, that on the auspicious return of the blessing of peace to our countiy,

and at the commencement of your first session, you would, as guardians of the public

morals, interpose your authority to remedy the evils of which we complain, iii suish

way as your wisdom shall direct. And as in duty bound your petitioners will ever pray.

Signed in behaif of the Association above named, at their airntial meeting at Roy-
alston, June 29, 1815, by Joseph Ltmax, .Moderatof.

Attest, James Murdock. Scribe.
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Dr. Austin from tlie Committee to prepare an address to tlie churches, reported

the following form, which was adopted.

ADDRESS.
The General Association of MasRachusetts Proper, bound by the most solemn obli-

gations to seek tlie advancement of our holy religion, and desirous to approve them-

selves to their Divine -Master as faithful servants, laiie leave to address, in their asso-

ciated capacity; tlie Churches within their particular connexion.
The word of the Lord, dear Brethren, which we receive as his paternal and infalli-

ble counsel, eudureth forever. The precepts, which bind us to a holy life, are lasting

as his throne and evex" oblige with tlie foi'ce of his supreme authority. The highly

commanding motives of his Gospel are constantly before us. But new considerations

from the course of events, and from tlie aspects of Providence, fi'om the rage of the

enemy, or from the extraordinary etforts made by our brethren in other parts of the

Christian w^orld, from the dangers which surround us, or from the facilities given t9

the performance of particular duties, rouse us to zeal in onr Master's service with a
special impulse. It is a consoling fact, dear Brethren, that the Lord is in the

midst of his people with the most precious tokens of his favor, with exhiliitions of his

care over his heritage, and multiplied pledges of his faithfulness. It is a fact that he
is pouring out his Hoi)" Spirit in a very wonderful manner upon our public seminaries

of learning, and preparing manj of our beloved youth to go abroad as heralds of his

grace. It is a fact that Ciiristians are acting with a more combined energy, tea greater

extent, and with bi-oader views, than past ages have witnessed. There are striking •

indications in events, agreeing to the general and obvious import of prophecy, of the
speedy appearance of our blessed Lord, the hope of his people, and mIio was promised
for salvation to the ends of the earth, to open upon an astonished world the triumphs
of the Millennium. Does it not become us to give the most earnest heed to hini when
he calls upon us so urgeitly to prepare his way before him, and to make straight our
paths, to arise a:id trim our lamps, to watch and pray, and to be found so doing. It is

highly important, dear Brethren, that we attend to our own frames, tempers, and
valk, that we be personally blameless and harmless, the children of God without re-

buke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom we are to
shine as lights in the world; and not only that we be blameless, taking away occasioa
from those wh:>seek occasion, but that we bring forth much fruit, that we labor in all

the assiduities of faith, that we be steadfast and immovaide, always abounding in tne
work of the Lord, inasmuch as we know that our labor shall not be in vain in the
Lord. Suffer us to remind you. Brethren, of the great importance of a constant, rev-
erential observance of the ordinances of the Gospel, and particularly of the Lord's day.
There is now a general effort to correct abuses of the Sabbath. Societies are insti-

tuted to this end. The laws are, to a considerable extent, enforced. The importance
of the Sabbath, and the obligation arising both from the laws of God and man, to sanc-

tify it by abstaining from all secular labors, worldly conversation, and recreations, are
so frequently and so pathetically urged upon you, that it is needless for us to insist

upon it. But permit us as your fellow servants in the kingdom -iud patience of our
]jord Jesus Christ, to press you, as we charge ourselves, to ihe most circumspect
watchfulness over your own v/alk in this respect By all means let your own prac-
tice warrant benevolent and faithful endeavors to correct violations of the Sabbath ia

the practice of others.

Give us leave to urge upon you also the maintenance of a fraternal and faithful

church discipline among yourselves. To this you are bound by the solemn covenant
engagements, into which you have entered with each other, as well as by the precepts
of your Master. The spiritual health of a church cannot be preserved, it cannot ap-
pear in tlie beauty of holiness, it cannot be a habitation of righteousness, peace, and
joy, witliout a prudent, and an efiicient disciphne. Backsliders must be reclaimed.
Obstinately disorderly members are t. heavy burden upon a church, from which it

must be relieved.

The religious education of the children of the church, thor^e who have been devoted
to God in bapt Siii, is, we fear, wofuily neglected. These children are the hopes of
the church. They are brought into the school and visible kingdom of Christ by his

covenant and ordinances. They are special objects of your love and care. They
must be watched c-

' • by you, as the attentive gardener cares for the tender plant he
labors to carry to m a-ity. They must be brought up in the nurture and admoni-
tion of the Lord. Can 3 ju faii to carry them, with most benevolent concern, in your daily

supplications t'O the throne of grace? st you not long to see them sealed by the gra-
cious inftuences of the Spirit as hei, the kingdom of heaven? Remember, Breth-
ren, means are yovirs. The blessing is the Lord's. Strictiv evangelical instructions
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are to be addressed to your children. The yoke of Christ is to be put upon them, re -

straining them from tiie vices of the times, and holding them back from the dangers into

which they might othenvise precipitately rush. The command of God to us is: Jhid

these words, -which / command thee this day, shall be in thine heart: and thou sJialt

teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk ofthem when thou sitiest in thine

house, a7id luhen thou liest do~u>n, and -when t/ionrisest up. This is also one of the
duties we would very particularly urge upon you. Surely you cannot resist the pow-
erful motives, which, as it were^ force you to faithfulness in the performance of it. Let
pastor and parents and brethren act in affectionate concert. Let your children en-

joy thorough catechetical instruction; and endeavor to make tliem intimately conver-

sant with the word of God. Put into their hands some of those exoellt-nt religious

tracts, which have recently been given to the public, adapted to the capacities and ne-

cessities ofyouth and children. Teach them to pray. Be ye to them examples of daily,

fervent prayer. Be ye interested in this thing, as a concernment of the greatest

magnitude, and a most important duty of your lives. Yield neither to indolence nor
to discouragement. And may God smile upon your faithful endeavors, and clothe his

churches with salvation, for Jesus' sake; to whom be honor and glory everlasting.

Amen.

Voted that the narrative of the state of religion and the address to the churches be
published in the Panoplist: and a sufficient number of the address be also published in

A pamphlet form, and sent to the ministers in connexion vt^ilh this body, with a re-

quest that they would read it publicly to their respective congregations.

The Secretary made a report respecting the donation of the Kev. Mr. Schermer-
horn, and the formation of societies according to his proposal.

Voted that the Hampshire Central, the Hampden and Worcester South Associa-
tions, anddhe Religious Charitable Society in the County of Worcester, are entitled to
receive each twenty sets of vJwen on the Hebrews, in sheets, being a part of Mr.
Schermerhorn's donation, and that the other Associations represented in this body
shall have liberty to receive their proportion of the above donation, upon condition
thiit they form themselves into charitable societies, agreeably to the benevolent dosiga
of the donoi', and will send information of tlieir forming themselves into such socie-

ties to the Secretary, on or before the next meeting of this body.

Voted that Drs. Spring, Austin, and Morse, be a Committee to present the thanks
of the General Association to the Rev. Mr. Lee, and, through him, to his Society, for

their kind attention and Christian hospitality towards this body during the present
sessions.

Voted that the next meeting of the General Association be at the house of the Rev.
John Nelson, in Leicester, on the fourth Tuesday in June, A. D. 1816, at five o'clock,

P. M. and that the Westminster Association be rec^uesied to appoint the preacher.
Voted that the thanks of this body be given to the General Assembly of the Pres-

byterian Church, to the General Association of Connecticnt and New Hampshire, and
to the General Convention of Vermont, for the copies of their minutes to us—and

' that a copy of each be kept on our files.

' Voted that the thanks of this Association be presented to the Moderator for his
* correct, impartial, and expeditious manner of discharging the duties of his office.

The Committee on the Secretary's accounts reported, recommending the continua-
tion of the tax of seventy -five cents from each member of tlie several associations hi
our immediate connexion. This report was accepted.
Read and corrected the preceding minutes, and voted that a copy of them be trans-

mitted to the Committee for publishing the narratives, with instructions to publish
such extracts from them as they may thirik proper.
The Association then joined in singing the 133d Psalm, C. M. and after\i'ards in

prayer, with the Rev. Dr. Spring.

_
The thanks of this Association were voted to the ScribL'S for their faithful and labo-

rious sei'vices.

I Voted that this Association be now dissolved.

JosKPH T/YWAv Moderator,
Attest, James Murdock, ") c ,r

Joa.yCoMiAX, IScnhes.

Samuel T. Arn)strong, Pri?iter, Boston.





EXTRACTS

TROM THE

^JINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSOCIATION

OF

MASSACHUSETTS PROPERo

The General Association of Massac^itisetts proper, me^t according io appointment ia

Leicester, June 25, 1816. At six o'clock, P. M. a quorum being present, the delegates

were called to order by the Rev. John Nelson, minister of the place. They then pro-

ceeded to the choice of a Moderator, when the Rev. Ebenezer Porter, D. D. was chosen.

The Rev. Samuel Mead was elected Scribe, and the Rev. Ezekiel L. Bascom, his

assistant.

I

The dehgates then presented their certificates of appointment, from which it appeared
jthat Uie following persons were entitled to a seat in this body; viz,

•'"s'yTvtSfe., }****«*-»,.•,», .

Rev. John Emerson, "? m , ,.

Joseph Field, f^''««*^*«-
Rev. Rufus Wells, 7 rr i. t- n ^ -y

Joel Wright, 5 fl'^'^P'^^''^ Central-,

Rev. Moses Warren, 7 „ .,
Isaac Knapp.

' ^H'^rnpden.

Rev. John Fisk, Brookfield.
Rev. David Palmer, Unity.
Rev. Joseph Lee, ? wr . - ^

Ezekiel L. Bascom, 1 Westmnst^r,

Rev. Joseph Goffe, Worcester South.
RevT Ebenezer Porter, B. D. ? „ . .„

Samuel Mead, ^HaverMl.

Rev. Richard S. Storrs, jun, 'Union.
Rev. Cyrus 'Guildersleeve, ^GeTieral Assembly oftlie Presbvierian Church

Eli F. Cooley, 5 of the United States.

'

Bela'Kellogg^' ' \ General .Association of Connecticut.

Rev. Edward L. Parker, 7 f^ ^ 1 a • *• .m/- rr ^ t
Stephen Farley \ ^^^''"•i 'Association ofJVisw Hampshire.

Rev, Thomas H. Wood,^ General Convention of the Congregational and
Dan Kent, 5 Presbyterian Ministers in Vermont.

Rev. Enoch Hale, Secretary of this body, and the
Rev. John Nelson, Minister ofthe place.

I

The meeting was opened with prayer. A Committee of arrangements was then ap-
t

pointed; viz. 1 he Rev. Enoch Hale, Rev. Jacob Catlin. and Rev. Bennett Tyler-

j

Akdjoaraed to Wsdaes^ay ittoi-ning. Tte Misderatof closed with prayer,
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Wednesday morning, met according to adjournment. The meeting was' opened rvith

prayer by tlie Moderator. I'he report of the Committee of arrangements was then read,

and accepted.

A committee was appointed to take minutes of the narratives of the state of religion

tvithin the limits ot this body; consisting of liev. Joseph Field, Rev. Bennett Tyler, and

Itev. Ell F. Cooley.

A coramunicatiou from the General Assembly of the Presbyterian church relative to

the transportation and opening of the mail on the Sabbath, was read. Whereupon,
Voted, That the Rev. Messrs. Wells, Catlin, Farley, Kent, and Storrs, jun. be a Com.

mittee to consider the propriety of petitioning Congress on the subject, and it thought

proper, to report a petition.

Voted that the Scribes be appointed a Committee to distribute the minutes presented

by other ecclesiastical bodies in this connexion.

Voted that the Rev., Sylvester Burt, and the Rev. Joseph Field, he a Committee to

audit the account of the Secretary; report the state of the funds, and the measures proper

to be adopted to provide foi' the necessary expenses of this association.

The subject of the consociation of the churches was taken up. On which, a communi-
cation fi-om the Berkshire Association was read; verbal cqo^munioations were alsr made;
and the memhers expressed their opinions.

Voted that Messrs. Enoch Hale, Jacob Catlin, and Ebenezer Porter, D.D. be a Com-
mittee to considisr what measures shall be taken in regard to this subject.

The Association then proceeded to the clioice of delegates to other ecclesiastical bodies

in their connexion. The following persons were chosen: the Rev. Ebenezer Porter,
^^'-y' I). D., and the Rev. Richard S. Storrs, jun. his substit'ite, to the General Assembly o{

y the Presbyterian church in the United States, to be holden at Philadelphia the third

'^ Thursday in May next;—the Rev. John Wootjbridge, to the General Association of Con-

^, necticut, to supply the place of the Rev. Walter King, removed by death; the Rev. Ex-
Ky ^perience Porter and the Rev. Theophiliis Packard, his substitutes;—the Rev. JohnNel-
N soti, and the Rev. David Palmer his suhstitute, to the General Association ofNew Hamp'

^•^ V shire, to meet at Cp:icord, the third I'uesday in September next;—the Rev. Moses liilli

/ V and the Rev. Thomas Pundurson, to the General Convention of Congregational and PreS'

'\^ \ byterian rainistei-s in the State ot Vermont.
A communication was read from the Rev. Samuel Spring, D. D. and the Rev, Mr

Cooley, delegates to the Genei-al Assembly of the Presbyterian churph. A letter frop

the Rev. Dr. Spring, directed to this body, was read; and also, by his special request, J

printed document respecting the consociation of the cliurcljes.

Voted to adjourn until after public worship. At 2 o'clock attended Divine service

The Rev. Mr. Lee delivered a discourse from Acts iv, 20. "We cannot but speak th«

things which we have seen and heard."
Immediately after Divine worship, the Association proceeded to hear narratives of th(

state of religion within its limits.

Adjowned until 8 o'clock 'I'hursday morning, and closed with prayer by the Moderator
1'hursday morning met, according to adjournment. The meeting was opened will;

pray er.

Voted to appoint one member from each Association in connexion with this body, t(

nijike a correct return of the state of each church in their I'espective Assopiations to th«

Secretary of this body, at the nest annual meeting.
Voted that the Scribe of tliis body send a blank schedule for the above purpose, t<

each person appointed; viz.

dissociations.

Berkshire, the Rev. Samuel Shepard.
Mountain, Isaiah Waters.
Franklin, Joseph Field.

Hampshire Central, Enoch Hale.
Hampden, Isaac Knapp.
Brookfield, Thomas Snel!,

Unity, John Bullard.

Union, Reuben Emerson.
Haverhill, Jonathan Allen.

\\'orcester, Enoch Pond.
Westminster, Ezekiel L. Bascom.

The Rev. Enoch Hale was appointed a Committee to attend to a communication froni

Dr. Morse, on the subject of the N. E. Tract Society.

The Committee, to whom was referred the subject of consociation, reported. Th
report, after some debate, was recommended-;to the same Committee, vith the additiw

of the Rev. Mr. GotFe. ^«r
The Moderator requested leave of absence on account of previous engagements. Thil

request was granted; and the thanks of this body presented to him for his able and im
partial discharge of his official duties.

The Rev. Jacob Catlin was chosen Moderator for the remainder of the session.

The Committee, on the subjec, of consociation, presented their revised report, whic
was accepted; as follows,

,
•
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i^'HE form of Christ's Church which resembles the pattern exhibited iti Divihfe revfela-

tlon, all Christians must believe to be ilie best adapted to tlie interests ot his kingdom-.

To give this desirable form to the churches of Massadiusetts, it appears to this General

Association that something is wanting, especially in regard to the higher, and more diffi-

cult exercises of authority which the Lord Jesus hhs commanded. The Association wish

not to prescribe opinions to their Brethren; neither would tliey recommend any refornx

to be made in the Church, otherwise than in conscientious obediene^ to its Supreme Mead,

1 hey believe that the Report of the (committee on the subject, wliich is now before the

Association, accords, in its general principles, wiih the examples and precepts of the New
Testament; and in those parts of the Commonwealth, in which the sentiments of Minis-

ters and Churches are favorable to its adoption, this Association have no objection against

their proceeding immediately to organize themselves into Consociations upon thegenersil

principles of said Report.
Ihe Committee on the subject of petitiOnlhg Congress reported. The report was afi=

cepted, and is as follows.

The Committee, appohited t&«onsider the propriety of petitioning the Congress of the

United States to prevent the Carrying and opening of the mail on the Lord's day, and tO

report a petition for that purpose, beg leave to report:

—

I'hat they consider it a matter of expediency and duty, that the Christian people of
Massachusetts unite, with their brethren in the connexion of the General Assembly of

the Presbyterian church, and with those of the General Association of Connecticut, in

prefrrring a petition to Congress on that interesting subject.

Your Committee recommend, that the form (A petition furnished by the General As«
Sembly, be adopted by this Association-

They would recommend that 500 copies of this petition, be printed and distributed in

all the different parts of the State within the limits of this General Association; that min-

isters and otlier friends of Ziou exert themselves to oUain subscribei'S; and that the peti-

tions be forwarded toCongi'ess by the representati\e of the distriiet in which the subscrib-

ers reside. Rufus WellSj Chairniah^
TIte folio-wins^ is theform ofthepeiitioii.

To the Senate and House of Representatives in Congress assfembled.

The Subscribers, Inhabitants of the District of in the State of

beg leave to present this their Petition against the transportation and opening Of the IViail

on the Sabbath. This practice they consider as an fevil of great magnitude. The Sab-
bath is an ordinance of God, instituted from the beginning of the woi-ld, and always re-

garded by believers in Revelation as an inestimable blessing.

Congress, it is hoped, wil! recollect that the Sabbath pertains to that Religion which the
people of this Nation profess; and that the laws of manj of the States do expressly pro^
hibit such a profanation of thfe Holy Day as is occasioned by the transportation and open-
ing of the Mail; that the rest which the sanctification of this day provides, is due both to

man and to beast; that the right observation of this Dfiy, promotes Peace, Order, and
Morality in the community; because the people hear in their assemblies the salutary doc-
trines and precepts of our Holy Religion; > which restrain them from those vices that de-

stroy property, health, reputation, intellect, domestic peace, and national integrity and in-

dustryj and thus prepare the way for the ruin of the liberties and happiness of the nation.

We beg Congress also to call to mind that the Sabbath has been the principal means of
maintaining in the world the knowledge of God and his great Salvation, and of preserving
Christian nations from relapsing into tlee darkness and miseries of Pagan Idolatry; and
that as our national prosperity depends on the smiles Of the God of nations, we ought
caiefully to guard against that profanation of the Sabbath which is calculated to awaken
his displeasure, and to bring down upon us his judgments.
As, therefore, this transportation and Opening of the Mail on tlie Sabbath, is a manifest

^nd unnecessary profanation of this Holy Day; as it defeats the great objects for which it

was instituted, by withdrawing multitudes of persons from its salutary instructions and
restraints, and by disturbing, in many places, the solemnities df public worship;—and al
this immoral practice, constantly occurring and widely extended, esiiecially as it has
received the sanction Of such high authority, is likely to produce a baneful influence on the
community: we, your Petitioners, pray the Congress of these United States to interpose
their authority for correcting an evil, which we deeply deplore as injurious to the best in-

terests of the nation, as well as an infraction of a positive law of the Most High God.
Your Petitioners arte aware, that works of necessity and mercy are not incompatible

with the sanctification of the Sabbath; but as government may, and actually do, employ
expresses, in eases which require special expedition, we cannot but consider the stated

,
transportation of the Mail on the Sabbath to be unnecessary, and of course a profanation
bf that HOLY DAY.
The Pastoral address, prepared by a Committee appointed the last year, was read and

accepted.

ASDilESS.
Christian Friends and Brethren,

The General Association ofMassachusetts again take the liberty ofaddressing the churches
and people in connexion with them. It demands our grateful recollection, that the yefr
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past has been a season of peace, of general health and prosperity, and, as we would hopjS
and believe, of moral and reliajious improvement.

I'he tremendous events of war among the nations, which long excited our astonish-
ment, iiave passed awaj:; passed away, we would devoutly hope, to return no more. Still,

events, not less interesting, but infinitely more delightful, crowd themselves upon our atten-
tion. 'I'he great Missionary interest, so cheering to benevolent minds, seems to be ex-
tending its intluence to all the villages and countries of the Christian world. The growing
zeal and opulent means of Bible Societies give hopeful promise, that the word of God, at
HO distant period, may be read in all tlie languages of mankind. That the next genera-
tion* of the woi-ld, and the great mass ofthe people, even in Christian nations, will become
more enliglitened and huaianized, may be sanguinely anticipated from the multiplied and
extending means of education, and the increasing attention to intellectual and moral cul-
ture. Nor do we hesitate to acknowledge, that from recent declarations, by some of the
mighty Potentates of the world, we have been powerfully excited to hope, that those,
who have been oppressors may ere long become the ministers of God for great good to his
people. You perceive, that we refer to "the Holy League" formed by three of the pov^-
erful empires of Europe, Uussia, Austria, and Prussia, in which they recognize the Gos-
pel ot Jesus, as the basis of their alliance, and embrace each other as brethren. They,
also, ofter to receive all other Powei-s, "who wish solemnly to profess the sacred principles,
winch dictated that holy alliance." Nearly simultaneous with this great event. Peace So-
cjeties were established in the capital of Massachusetts, and New York, and (probablj) ia
Great Britain, and all this without any previous concert or correspondence. This is lay-
ing the axe to tlie root of the tree. Should Peace Societies be extensively establishedj
heroes and conquerors will no mare be. allowed to wade to thrones tbrough the blood of
their people; the silver trumpet of the Gospel will not be drowned in the clangor of war,
nor the soldiers of the cross be driven from their pious labors by the legions of tyrants.
in connexion with tliese things,, when we recollect the prophecies and promises ofPivins
KevehtioH, our faith almost rises to assui-ance, that the day makes haste, when wavs shall
cease, and all shall k^iow the Lord. Should. Peace Societies be extended, they will be so
many handraaids, or rather guardian angels of other benevolent institutions. Their estab-
lishment seems to be the comnienceinent of a new era of hope and benevolence. One of
the great purposes of the Gospel, was to produce peace on earth and good will to man. It
has been devoutly ex [lected, that in the process of ages, this would be the glorious resultf
hence niiwisters of the Gospel, and other saints, have prayed,.that "wars might cease, and
the lion and lamb lie down together;" but this consummation, so devoutly to be wished, has
never been permanently and extensively accoraplislied. But rulers and people are begin-
naig to believe, that carrying desolation Snd murder over a country is not the niost rea^
soiKible method to ensure peace or prosperity; no means seem so likely to produce uni-
yerssl peace, as the influence of suuh societies.

But while these glorious things are takiug place, unless we, beloved friends, stand in our
lot, and play the m;in for our people, and for the cities of our God, thoivgh we may behold
them .with our eyes, we sliall not taste the happy fruit. It becomes then a very interest-
ing iiKjuiry, Is onglit aniiss.' Is any Achan in our camp, as individuals or communities, to |

puil down the anger of Jehovah?
Is family worship punctually, seriously, and conscientiously performed? "Pour out thv

iury," saith the prophet, "on the heathen and on the families, who call not on thy name/'
Prayerless families, and heatl'.en families seem to be considered as possessing the same
religious eharacler, and to be exposed to the same judgments; Can such, enjoy the glori-
ous things, wliich are taking place in the church.'' Is "there no reason to fear, that they
will oppose the wo:.k of God.'

Is the Sahbaih sanctified, as its serious imixjrtance requires.'' Do none attend to their
secular business, .sjieak their own words, or seek their own pleasure.'' The profanation oi"

the Sabbatb is a cause of the Lord's controversy with man.
Is the discipline of Christ's house du5y regaided? Do men when they eome to the altar,,

and there remeniber that a Ijrother has augjlit against them, leave their gift, and go and
become refonciled to their brother, and then come and offer their gift? Is not a worldly,
selfish spirit, too predoaiinant? Is not the Gospel treated with neglect, disrespect, or in-
diRe^cncc^ Is tliere not, in too many instances, a disposition to bring the lame, the halt
and the idind, or to w oi'sliip God in that mode, which may cost little or nothing.' Will
such vorldly, scKlsh worship, even if punctually attended, produce spiritual profit to the
sonl? lu such a time of zeal and aetivity, can we remain lukewarm or idle in the service
ot God? While a tliousand examples dail}' provoke you to love and good works, will you
not do all ill jour power to encourage and excite others,, to convinee the mistaken, to an-
iniate the desponding, to rouse the indifterent'' Will you not persuasively and importu-
nately remind tliem, that "Meroz was cursed, bitterly cursed," becaaae he came not to
the help of the Lord against the mighty. The Lord is doing a great work in our world,,
in our country, and he "liath neerl" of all the talents and alllhe possessions of his people.
Wish the merciful, God will si>w himself merciful, and he that wrAereth shall be watered!
himself; therefore, beloved brethren, beye st.edfast, unmovcable, always abounding in tiie

'vork of llie Lord, forasmuch, as ye kuow, Uiat your labor is not in vaiii in the Lord.% order ef the Comuiiuee. Ehj.uj Paiush, U. U. Chuirmau^
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Voted fliat the Rev. Joseph Pope. Rev. Micah Stone, and Rev. Thomas SneU, be a
Committee to prepare a pasioial address for next year.

The rep«it of the Committee oa the state of i-eligion was read and accejrted.

REPORT.
Mr. Moderator,

IToub Commiitee, to whom has been assigned the task ofreporting on the state of religioBj
have attended to the object oftheir appointment, and beg leave to report;

That upon a review of the state of the churches and of the religious interests of the
community, the General Association of Massachusetts Proper, and the -whole Chrisliaii

public, have great occasion for humble aRd united acknowledgments to God, for the ;smiles

of his proidence in granting so much enlargement, comfort, and establishment to his Zi=

on. Had it been our k>t to live in an age of such darkness, and at a time of such general stu-

pidity and coldness, as has often been witnessed, in regard to the best of things, what a
aad heart and sorrowful countenance would have become us, in comparison of what is jusi-

tified and invited by what we now see aud heari' The time has been, within our own
memory, when scarcely a blossom appeared, where Ihe fields are now white already to har-
vest. VVe recollect the day, when no loud calls were uttered, no important intreaties were
put forth, in behalf of the ends of the earth, perishing for lack of knowledge; when no
hands were reached forth, from hearts panting with desire for the redemption ofthe world
from guilt and perdition, and works of public charity were comparatively few. A glori-

ous era has commenced under our own observatioiiy marked with abundant and increasing

efibrts, to turn the captivity of Zion, to diffuse light where darkness prevailed, and to curb
the rage of those desti'oyers of man, that have rioted upon the sp'oils of virtue and happi-
ness, and to reform prevailing eoiTuptions. Has God beheld and approved the attempts
of his friends, and the promoters of his kingdom, to counteract and frustrate the counsels
ef the enemy? And is he willing to show them what great thing she can do, to encourage an<J

reward a little zeal on their part, by suddenly subduing the hearts of multitudes, and lead-
ing them into willing and joyful captivity to himself? Such would seem to be the event,
when from contemplating unexampled destructions, inflicted upon mankind by means rf
their own wickedness, our eyes are led to fix themselves on very different scenes, to be-

hold them settling down into a stiite of rest; and, in these circumstances, opening their

. hearts, by the pow er of grace, to the inftuence of Divine truth, to thiit word of salvation,

"which begins to be extensively known, to run and be glorified. We are constrained, whea
turning our thoughts upon tlie present flourishing state of religion, hi many places, to con-
template the auspicious and joyful event in connexion with the ardor, that has been enkin-
dled in the bosoms of many, and the pious endeavors, to which they have been prompted,
to retrieve the Christian name from deserved reproach, by reducing to practice the benev-
olent precepts of the Gospel, and by sending poi-tions to those, forwhom nothing had been
provided. Let this, however, be as it may, Christians rejoice, and will rejoice, that

God is pleased to pour out his Spirit upon sinful men, to humble and save them. This
would be matter of much gratitude and rejoicing, even if a few only were savingly re-

claimed and brought to repentance. But when the number of such rises into a great
multitude, how are thankfulness and pleasure brightened? though not so as to annihilate

the rec(»llection of their aase, who continue in their sins. The General Association feef,

that they have reason to lie in sackcloth, and weep bitterly for the thoffsands about and
in the midst ofthem, in w lK>m no symptoms appear of a serious concern for the miseries that
are coming upeii them, who have no sense of the evil of sin, and no perception of the beauty
of holiness, and in whom no solicitude is excited to fly for refuge to the hope set before them.
They cannot but bewail, that in so many plitces, and in so large a part of the region to which
their connexion extends, the great concerns of the Redeemer's kingdom are so criminally

jifcglected. How can they but mourn, when they hear that those, whom they love, and
for wlwse welfare they liflve longing desires, do not walk in truth; but on the other
hand, live in pleasure, in vic', in pernicious principles, and dissolute manners, treasuring

Op wrath against the day of wrath. Concerning such, their hope is that inffnite mersy
will not suffer them long to shut their ears and sear their consciences against truth, and

I

in this way, consign their own souls ta remediless perdition. That his grace may be

j
t-)ped in, for the accomplishment of so great a good, appears from what God has

I

wrought; to a particular consideration of which we now proceed.

In many parts of the county of Berkshire, a good work of the Holy S])irlthas been
wrought within the year past. In scarcely any branch of this important section ®f the
Church is there an entire want of agreeable and encouraging appearances. In Siindisfieid

a special attention to religion, which is traced to the monthly concert of prayer as its ori-

gin, luis very greatly changed the religious aspect of that people. A hope is entertained
for 2(X) that they have passed from death unto life. 112 have been- received to the com-
munion of the church. In New Canaan, bordering en Berkshire, 24 have been added to
tlie church, and an uncommon engagcdness appears, in professors especially. In Becket.
a good work was begun in September la^t, which lu-.j produced au addition to the church
of if) persons.

Of Great Harrington and Otis, agreeable things are reported. The church intlie lat-^

?«T |>lace has betu eiilargf J' by th« addition bS 25 mctabers. In Sheffield, fif^j and ia
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Lenox a nHmber it is hoped, hate lately embraced the truth and joined themselves to iXxi

Lord. In North Marlborough, a very serious awakening begun in July last, which ex-

tended into both parishes, and has produced an increase ot" both churches. To the North
parish 60 have been added and 29 to tlie South, and many others entertain a hope, thsifc

they are the Jjord's. In Tyripgham, 30, it is believed, have espoused the cause ofChrist,

and renounced their former impenitence and unbelief. These, it will be acknowledged,

are pleasing notites and animating proofs of the goings ofGod in that part of our Israel.

May those who name the name of Christ depart from all iniquity. As we move a little

farther Eastward towards Connecticut River, \ve find the peoplfe attentive to religious in-

struction and public worship, though not exhibiting such peculiar and distinguishing marks
of special influence from above, except in Plainfield, where seed, having been sown, has

sprung up, at least thirty-fold. About 40 persons under this divine operation, assign them-
selves to Christ, as having chosen him above father or mother, wife or children. Thence
to tlie North but 4 or 5 miles, in the town of Hawley, Franklin county and again we
meet with wonders of redeeming mercy hopefully exerted in the redemption of many
souls. There the flying of sinners to the Savior has seemed like a cloud, and doves
flying to their windows. In May of 1815 solemn ti'aces began to appear of a good work,
^hat a preached word was not wholly unattended with the Holy Ghost sent do'wn froni

heaven. Some were awakened, and the cry began to be heard, "What shall we do?'*

This situation of things continued during summer and autumn. The winter was moreJ

fruitful in the things wliich cheer the heart, and give peculiar delight to the humble soul.

And when spring again returned, the spiritual rain of heaven came down copiously, and
Converts seemed to multiply as the drops of the morning. According to computation not

less than 200 have been enabled tb look upon themselves with astonishment, and to say,

*«What hath God wrought?" A part only of these, about 5^, have as yet publicly enter-

ed into covenant. The adjoining town of Ashiield, though ih some respeets unhappily

divided has not been left to mourn in hopeless destitution; but the gift of the Holy Spirit

tbtiirh the hearts of 30 or 40 to the Vord has left therii a comforting token of the gra-

cious presence of Him, who dwelt in the Bush. In Conway, a somewhat greater effusion

from the passing cloud has been witnessed. The number of hopeful converts is rather

larger, and the engagcclness of the people continues in a more promising state. In Gill,

the same divine power has been displayed. In almost all the towns in Franklin Associa-

tion there are things, in greater or less abundance, which indicate, that God does not
altogether hide his face, nor take away his Holy Spirit, from them. Christian quietness

and libei-ality are observable traits of charaeter among them, and the hands of the faithful

are rather acquiring than losing strejigth.

We now pass into the limits of Hampshife Centra] Association, a truly favoured spotj

the smell of which is as a garden of flowers, and as a field, which the Lord hath blessed.

So large a tract of country and populationj so richly overflowed, and supplied with heavi

enly gi-ace in so shorta pei-iod, does not meet ocir eye in any other quarter in this

state. The town of Williamsburgh was the first and not the least in tlie enjoyment Of

this signal visitation from the God of all mercy. So early as July of the past year, the
attention of this people began to be aroused, their ears opened to hear, and their hearts

to embrace, the word of salvation. It was not until some time in the winter following,

that the banners of the cross were waved with visible and triumphant effect in numerous
other places of this vicinity. In the whole Association, there are sixteen churches sup-

plied with pastors, and scarcely one is left without reason for peciiliar gratitude to God
for a share in those refreshings, which his presence affords. The appearances have been
rather the most signal and extraordinary in Hadley, and more than two hundred are

hopeful subjects of a saving change. It will not comport with necessary brevity, in this

tursory view of the Lord's doings, to be express upon all the particulars, which might im-
part satisfaction to the devout observer of God's kind dealings with men. To those ac-

quainted in that section of the country, it will suffice for exciting in them grateful emo-
tions and praise to God, to be informed, that the throne of God is in the midst of them,
li)at the Lamb enlightens them, that the pure river of the water of life supplies them
with drink, and the tree of life with food and healing. In surveying the same cause un-

fler the fostering care of a mereiful Providence, in Hampden, our feelings meet with no
Unpleasant reverse. Though religion does not flourish there to the same extent, as we
have seen elsewhere; yet in a large proportion of the towns, a gi'eat revival has taken

place, and very respectable numbers are added to the church. In Ware the rehgious

state of the people is very promising. The work of the Spirit has been in a growing
Nourishing state for many months, many have tasted that the Lord is good. In othfer

places we are happy to iind, that the friends of ZiOn do not altogether despond, though
they are not yet so liappy as to see the same things, in as great degree, among them-
selves, as they hear of others. It is thought, that where no very extraordinary work is

frisibic, a considerable degree of Sensibility and attentiveness exists^ and the way we hope
?s gradually paving towards greater things than these.

.

Concerning the leligious state of our literary institutions, we have to remark that much
hope and comfort are cherished in reference to it. In Williams' College, religion min-

g\es itself with the pursuit of science, in a manner very flattering to the future hopes of

th« church; aud in the AndoreT Seminary, the religious charaeter of tlie students is fall
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af promise with regard to their future usefulness, when they shall be brought wpou the

stage of active life. The prospects of the church are also brightened in no smati degree,

by the number and character gflhe students of Phillips' Academy, which consists wholly

pf youth, preparing for entrance vipon the higher branches of classical study, and a con-

siderable proportion of them, destined, in their own views and purposes, to the Chris-

tian ministry. Many are supported on charity, for which they are indebted to thfe mu-
nificence of the liberal in that vicinity, and especially to some female exertions, which are

striking instances of zeal to help the cause ol--Chri3t by rajsing up faithful ministers to

supply the destitute.

In a retrpspect of the work of God in Massachusetts, s^ number of obvious remarks pre-

sents themselves.

1. That the genuineness of the religious exercises which are the subject of our hope
and the ocoa^ion of oijr gratitude, is evidenced by the very little appearances of irregularity

and disorder, that ha^e occurred, in the many awakenings that haye taken place, and the
very satisfactory proofs that have been given of deep compunction for sin, and humble,
relianpe on the sovereign mercy of (jod in a compassionate Redeemer.

2. It is observable, that where religious operMions have been the njost distinguished,

tibe people have been led to a particular attention to concerts* and other meetings for

prayer, todays of public humiliation anil fasting, to catechetical instruction, as well as to
tlie more ordinary and general means of religious improvement. '

3. That there is an observable coincidence between special revivals and an establlshe*?

habit of public liberality and charity. These appear to flourish side by side.

The most animating and pleasing information has been received fix>m the delegation oF
the general Assembly of the Presbyterian church in the United Slates. It appears that
God has, in a glorious manner, been pouring out his Holy Spirit on many yhurches with-
in their bounds. It may be truly said, that they have experienced s^ jeason of refreshing
from the presence of the Lord. At no former period have the interests of Zion opened
such flattering appearances. Numerous societies during the past year, of a charitable,

moral, and religious nature have been formed. The Theological Institution at Prince-
ton, under the care of the General Assembly, is in a flourishing condition. The num-
ber of students at present, is between 3U and 40. A missionary spirit ap'\)ears to be in-
creasing among tliera. From Connecticut we learn, with heart-felt gratitude, the won-
derful works of God in that State. The report ofthe delegation from the General As-
sociation of that Commonwealth was truly of an exhilarating nature; a very remarkable
out-pouring of the divine Spirit has been experienced in many of their churches and con-
gregations. Many have been hopefully brought to a knowledge of the truth as it is ira

Jesus. "This is the Lord's doing and it is marvellous in our eyes." He is appearing in his

gloiy to bu.ld up Zion. There are also good things related to us, concerning the religious

state of the people in New Hampshire and Vei'mont. In many places in each of those
sections of the country, encouraging and animating things aie, and have been, springing
up to warm the hearts of those, who love God, and seek the peace of Jerusalem. May
we be so happy as to see the cause of our beloved Immanuel still gaining ground, the
enemy of souls falling before him, and the influences of the Spirit continuing to rectify

the hearts and afiairs of men, until all shall know the Lord from the least to thegreatesti

Per order, Joseph Fieid, Chairman.
'

The Committee, appointed to consider the subject of the profanation of the Lord's day,
reported. After considerable discussion, it was voted that, as a decision respecting the
execution of the law relative to the Sabbath, js now pending before the Supreme Court
of this Commonwealth, this Association would, for the present, only recommend, that all

Christians in our connexion, faithfully use theii' inftuenoe according to their discretion to
cause the Sabbath to be duly observed.
The Committee on expences reported, and the report was accepted.
Voted that the next meeting of this Association be holtlen at the Rev. Mr. Porter'sj,

Belchertown.
Voted that the Unity Association be requested to appoint a preacher for the publie

lecture.

Adjourned until 5 o'clock tomorrow morning. Closed with prayer by the Moderator.
Friday morning met according to adjournraent.
Voted that this Association present their thanks to the executive Committee of the

New England Tract Society for their communication by the Rev. Dr. Morse, and that'

we join with them in recommending the formation of Auxiliary Societies for the distribu-

tion of religious tracts.

Voted that the Rev. Richard S. Storrs, jun. the Rev. Jedidiah Morse, D. D., and Jer=
emiah Evarts, Esq. be a Committee of pi^blicatipn.

Voted that the narrative of thp stale cf religion and the address to the churches, be
published in the Panoplist; and that a sufficient number of the address be printed in a

* It is understood in this body, that the monthly covceH attended in tjiis andinfor^
eign countries, has been blessed as a very^reat meansi ofpromotiuif a spint of religious
oJtention in many places.
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pamphlet form, and sent to the ministers in connexion with this hody, with a req«est

tbat they would read it publicly in their congregations; and that 500 Copies of the peti-

tion to congress respecting the carrying and opening the mail on the Sabbath, be printed,' •

and circulated through the respective associatbns in our connexion, and that efficient

measures be taken to obtain subscribers for them.

The preceding minutes were read and corrected, and voted that a copy of them h?

transmitted to the committee of publication, with instructions to publish such extracts as

they may think proper; and that 300 copies of the extracts together with the narrative of

the state of religion be priiited in a pamphlet and a suifs^le number be sent to the Eccle-

siastical bodies in our connexion.

Voted that the thanks of this Association be presented to the Rev. John Nelson, and,

through him, to his society, for their kind attention and Christian hospitality to this body

(during the session.

Voted that this Association present their thanks to the Moderator and Secretary and

Scribes for their services.

The Association then united in singing the Cii Ps. 2 part.

The meeting was then closed with prayer, in which the Rev. Eli F. Cooley led.

Yoted to dissolve this Association. .

:

Jacob Cathw, Moderator,.

Attest. Samuei. Mead 1 Srriher

'

^
it. ^

!»

f -Is

Samuel T. Armstrong, Printer, JVo. 50, Cornhitl, Bostoji.



EXTRACTS
VHOJt TBS

MINUTES OF THE GENERxlL ASSOCIATION

OF

MASSACHUSETTS PROPER.

I The General Association of Massachusetts Proper convened at Belchertown.June 24,1817.
The Rev. Theophiltts Packard was chosen Moderator; the Rev. William Bas-

'Mm, Scribe; the Rev. Thawdeus Pomerot, Assistant Scribe.

Delegates from the Associations specified were presetrt, as follows:

T'he Rev. A/.ariah Clark, and Rev. Jonathan Lee, from Berkshire Association,'
Rev. Samuel M. Emerson, and Rev. Roswell Hawkes, •Mountain;.
Rev. Theophilus Packai'd, and Rev. Moses *liiller, Franklin;
Rev. Joel Hayes, and Rev. Elijah Gridley, Hampshire CentraJ;
Rev. Joel Baker, i/am/»</en/

Rev. Daniel Tomlinson, and Rev. Joshua Crosby, Brookfield;
Rev. Joseph Lee, and Rev. Joseph Estabrook, Westminster;
Rev. John Bullard, and Rev. William Bascom, Unity;
Rev. Thaddeus Pomeroy, and Rev. Reuben Emerson, Union of Boston and Vicinity;
Rev. Samuel Walker, and Rev. Brown Emerson, Salem and Vicinity;
Rev. Joshua L. Willson, and Rev. Samuel Fisher, Gen. Assembly Presbyterian Church;
Rev. David D. Field, General Association of Connecticut;
Rev. Drury Fairbanks, General Association ofJWm Hampsldre;
Rev. Thomas A, Merrill, and Rev. Jacob Allen, General Convention of Vermont.

Also, the Rev. Enoch Hale, Secretary of this Gen. Association, and the Rev. Experi^
ence Porter, minister of place.

The Moderator opened the meeting, by leading in prayer for divine direction.

The Rev. Messrs. B. Emerson, Men-ill, and Hale, were appointed the Committee of
Arrangements. The session closed with prayer by the Moderator.
June 25. Pi-ayer by the Moderator.
Voted, That Delegates from this Association the last year to other ecclesiastical bodies,

who may be pre.sent, be invited to a seat as honorary members.
The Scribes were appointed a committee, to make the usual distri'.ition of the Min-

utes presented to this Association, from the ecclesiastical bodies crjnnected wilh it.

The Rev. Messrs. Miller, B. Emerson and Merrill were appointed a committee
to take minutes of the narratives, and prepare a summary account of the state of religion
and of the churches. ^

The Secretary stated, that in the burning of his hoaso, in October last, the Records of
this General Association had been destroyed.

Voted, l^iat the Rev. Messrs. Enoch Hale, Josepii Lyman, D. D. and Paysoii Willis-
ton, be a Committee to prepare »a historical account of the rise and doings of this Gen*
eral Association, and report at the ttext raeeting.:; ,.^ r. ;

... :
•

The Rev. Messrs, Estabrook, R. Emerson and Crosby, '.vere appointed a Committee
to_audit the Recounts of the Secretary. '

,, ,

A Committee was appointed; viz. Rev. Afessrs. Crosby, Bullird and Baker, to corisidei,'

.ffh^tnieasures we prdperto be tkkeri in regiird'tb the Salii&th.
'

Tlie \ssoeiatiori voted to uhite-with the' church in tliisi pl«ce, as re<jnested, in- •cor*^'

naaing at the Lord's Table, atS o^fekicfc;? .; v - ,3ri;f^>f<2 03»>«jf|B«>ijoj jr^it**^^
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Delegates, to ecclesiastical bodies connected with this Association, were appointed, a»
follows. To the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of the United States,

which is to meet in Philadelphia the third Thursday iu May, 1818, the Rev. Richard
S. Storrs jun. and the Rev. Joseph Field; and the Rev. Thomas Suell substitute to Mr.
Ston-s; and the Rev. Theophilus Packard substitute to Mr. Field.

To the General Association of Connecticut, which is to convene the third Tuesday in

June, 1818, at Middleiown, the Rev. E.\perience Porter, and the Rev. Enoch Hale,

his substitute; the Rev. Theopliilus Packard, and the Rev. Josiah \V. Cannon, his

Bubsiitute.

To the General Association of New Hampshire, which is to meet at Exeter, the
third Tuesday in September, 1817, the Rev. John Nelson, and the Rev. Timothy .\f

.

Cooley, his substitute; the Rev. David Palmer, and the Rev. John BuUanf, his substitute.

At 'J o'clock P. M. the Association attended religious worship. The Rev. John BuU
lard preached. His text was Acts xi, 23, 24. "Who, when he came, and had seen
the grace of God, was glad, and exhorted them all, that with purpose of heart they
would cleave unto the Lord. For he was a good man, and full of the Holy Ghost and
of faith: and much people was added unto the Lord." After the religious service, nar-

ratives of the state of religion in the chiu-ches, connected with this General Association

were heard until 5 o'clock: when the Lord's supper was administered.

The Moderator closed the session with prayer.

June 26. The session was opened with prayer by the Moderator; and the minutes of
/esterday were read.

Communications from the Rev. Ebenezer Porter, D. D. delegate to the General
Assembly of the Presbyterian clmrch; from the Rev. Thomas Punderson, delegate to

the General Convention of Vermont; and from the Rev. John Woodbridge, delegate to

the General Association of Connecticut were received and read.

Narratives of the state of religion, were continued and finished.

The Rev. Messrs. John Codman, and Samuel M. Emerson, were appointed Delegates

to the General Convention, of Congregational and Presl)yterian Ministers in Vermont,
which is to be holden in Middlebury on the second Tuesday in September next; and the

Rev. Messrs. Gordon Dorrance, and Joshua Crosbj', their substitutes.

The Committee appointed to consider what measures are proper to betaken, in rela-

tion to the Sabbath, reported. After some discussion, the Association voted, that they

fully a])prove of the measures, which have been taken ii> various parts of the Common-
wealth, to promote and effectually secure the due sanctification of the Sabbaih; and
that they recommend the continuance of such exertions, till the most desirable object he

obtained.

The Address to the churches, prepared by a committee appointed for tl>e purpose the

fast year, was read and accepted. It is asfollows:

The General Association ofMassachusetts Profier to the several C/iu,rc/i€s pi

their connexion.

BRKTHRElsf AND FRIENDS,
Bf.ing assembled to learn your state, to consult your welfare, and to cherish
sentinieius of mutual love and kindness, we feel prompted, by incUnation and
duty.to address you on subjects intimately connected with your most precious
Taterests.

While we have much cause of thankfulness to the Great Head of the
Church i)T the continuance of many inestimable privileges, and for the re-^

cent be>itowmeiit of numerous other precious tokens of his love, we must
not forbear to mention, that, as a people, we have for years been sufFeiing

the just jtidgmentsof heaven; and that God hath been plainly manifesting that

,

he hath a controversy with us.

Although a commendable spirit of prayer, and of Christian beneficence, ia

extending the blessings of the Gospel to the destitute in remote regions arnl

foreign nations, has been manifested in many places: yet must it not be
acknowledged, that there has been a criminal negligence with respect to the
promotion of vital piety, and purity of morals in our own societies and neigh-^j
borhoods, if not in our own families.^ Can it be denied, that profaneness,

,

Sabbath-breaking, intemperance, worldliness and irregularities of various^j
kinds, are prevailing sins.^ Can it be denied, that multitudes, in the midst of
this Christian land, are living in a very gross neglect of Gospel institutions;
a, >d, in respect of their religious state, are little superior to heathens! Are'
not many children growing up in our very neighborhoods, ignorant of God
a«d of Christ.-' We ask you then, brethren, seriously to consider, and lay
these things to heart;—to inquire, if viewing sucJi sins with inditference, is not,
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•jh fact countenancing, and being pai'takers in them:—and to reflect, if it be

not, in part at least, for such neglect in Christian professors, that we are

feeling the displeasure of the Almighty!

In view, then, of existing evils we feel constrained, Christian friends, to

offer you our most friendly counsel. In the first place, we would call upon
a^I to take an aflFecting view of prevailing sins; to be deeply humbled before

God, and to unite in one general supplication, Sfiare thy fieo{ile,0 Lord, and
give not thy heritage to refiroach. With your prayers let your alms, ana
your exertions for the good of the poor souls around you,arise for a memorial
before God. We would not in any wise suggest the thought, that you should

ffeel, or do, less for those in remote regions, who are perishing in ignorance
and sin. But surely it is high time we should awake to a livelier concern for

the moral and religious impi'ovement of those, who are in little less danger
of perishing at our very doors. While you devoutly supplicate God to

animate your zeal, to direct your way, and crown your exertions in this

benevolent work,as well as for the out- pouring of his Spirit upon churches and
societies, be exhorted to the vigorous use of those means, by whicii, thi'ough.

the blessing of God, we may reasonably hope for the revival of religion, and
improvement of morals. The circulation of i^eligious Tracts is obviously a
very important mean to this end. The united exertions of good men, iiv

Moral Societies, is another most likely to be productive of much benefit.

Union gives strength and courage. A few friends to order and virtue, thus
associated in every town, and acting with prudence, firmness and a good
spirit, would I'ender essential service to the community.

In regard to the due observance of the Lord's day, we apprehend that
much may be done, by the friends of religion, not only by enforcing the law
against its violation, as it now exists; but by the exemplary observance of it

by themselves and families; by kind admonitions and friendly expostulations,

with those who do not properly observe it; and by continual endeavors to con-
vince all of its perpetual obligation, and incalculable utility. We especially

•recommend to your solicitous attention the rehgious instruction.of children,

both in families and schools. The rising generation is the hope of our land.

If youth are not early taught the principles of religion and virtue, there is

great reason to fear, that they will grow up in ignorance of God and their

duty; and instead of being blessings will become nuisances to society. We
would suggest the propriety of constant care to procure, as far as may be,

religious instructors; that the Bible be daily read in schools; and that the
children be regularly taught from the Assembly's Catechism.

Rut, brethren, we have not time any further to urge these offices of kind-
ness. Your awakened attention, we trust, will sufficiently point them out;

and we conclude our address with one word, more particularly in reference
to the religion of your own hearts. We say then, beloved brethren. Stand
fast in the Lord. Cultivate a zeal for God and truth, which is accord-
ing to knowledge, and that divine charity, which is the bond of perfectness.

Hold fast the form of sound words, and beware lest any man spoil you
through philosophy and vain deceit, after the traditions of men, after the
rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. At the same time, take no less

heed, that your belief in Scripture doctrines be not a mere barren specula-
tion. Remember, always, that faith to be genuine, must be a living princi-

ple; that grace does not supersede duty; and that by works is faith made
perfect. Amidst the prevailing errors of the times is not this one? That the
mere belief of Gospel doctrines ensures salvation! But let us never forget,

that we may be speculatively right, and yet practically wrong; that the
temper and life are the only sure criterion of Christian character. While
then in the fear of God, and the love of his truth, we assiduously labor
to maintain the faith once delivered to the saints, let us continually bear in

mind, that to be Christians indeed, we must possess the gentleness and the
meekness of Christ; that without charity we are nothing. Be it our constant
concern to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace; to be clothed
with humility, to follow peace' with all men, and holiness, without which no
man si\all see the Lord. Thus, shall we adorn the doctrine of God our
Savior, and through the riches of iiis grace receive the end of our faith, even
the salvation of our souls. Amt-n.
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The Rev. Messrs. Walker, Woodbr dge and FieW, were appointed to report a in«Rsore

juo.ier to be adopted, respecting t'oe establishment of a Domestic Missionary Society:

vho reported,

1 hat a torumittec of twelve persons bo appointed, to consider the expediency of estal)>l

lishing H Domestic Missionary Society, to assist needy parishes and places within theJ

limits of Massachusetts Proper, that they may enjoy Gospel preacliing; and if, in tha
view, the object be desirable and attainfible, to take measures for the formation of such h

Society. The re[iort was accepted; and the following gentlemen were appointed oi

the Coiumittee: \iz. The Rev. Drs. Jeiiidiah Morse, and Samuel Worcester, Hon. N(

liemiah Gleavelanri, Rev. Justin Edwards, Hon. Daniel Waldo, Hon. Solomon Stroni

Rev. Alvan Hyde, D. D. Rev. Theophilus Packard, Rev. Timothy M. Cooley, lie

Thomas Snell, Hon. Ezra Starkweather, Rev. John Woodbridge.
Voted, that it be recommended by this General Association, to the churches in tl

places in which they slialj hold their meetings, to celebrate the ordinance of the Lord's

supper, if convenient, in the course of the sitting of this Association.

Voted,t\\».t it be recommended by this Genei'al Association to the ministers and churches

connected with it, to use special eseitions for the instruction of youth and' children in the

kno.vledgeof the Holy Scriptures.

Votfd, that the Rev. Messrs. Joseph Lee, Cyrus Mann, and Joseph Estabrook, be a
Committee, to prepare a pastoral Address for the next year, and submit it to this General
Assoeiavion; and that they be requested to pay particular attention to the preceding vote

and point out ihe methods in which the knowledge of God's sacied word may be most
successfully imparted to the yoimg.

Voted, to appoint a person in each Association connected with this body, to make cor*
rect returns to the Secretary, at the next meeting of the General Association, of the
ministers, churches, and baptisms administered during the year, in their respective con-

n. X'ons. (According to the Rule adopted, June, 1813.) The persons appointed are ait

fiilows:

Rev. James H radfru-d, for Pierkshire Association; Rev. Roswell Hawkes, Mountain;
Rev. Moses .Milter, Franklin; Rev. Enoch Hale, Hampshire Central; Rev. Isaac Knap^j<
Hampden; Rev. Daniel Tomlinson, Brookfield; Rev. Ezekiel L. Bascom, Westminsterj.
Rev. William Gascom, Unity; Rev. Thaddeus Pomeroy, Union; Rev. Brown Emerson,

,

Salem and Vicinity; Rev. Jonathan Allen, Haverhi'l; Rev, Leonard Withington, Essex i

Mid-!le.

Voted, that the next meeting of this General Asso«aation be holden in Middlefield, at

the house of the Rev Jonathan Nash, the fourth Tuesday in June, 1818, at 5 o'clock P. i

IVl. and that the Hampshire Central Association be requested to appoint the preacher to j

deliver the Associational Sermon.,
Voted, that the Secretary make extracts from the minutes of this meeting, including .

the NaiTative of the Stale of Religion and the Address to the chui-ches, procure them t©

be printed, transmit a 'suitable number of copies to the several Ecclesiastical bfKJies con-
nected with this General Association, and a copy of the Address to each minister associated

'

within its limits.

The Committee, appointed to prepare a Narrative of the state of religion, read their '

report, which was accepted.

NARRATIVE OF THE STATE OF EELIGIOX.

The general Association of Massachusetts Proper, on reviewing the state of
rt'iitrir.n within ttieir bounds, and the cimrches in theiv coi.nexion, Jiiid much
reasor for gi atitude to the God of all mercy. Whiie they deeply lament
ai> abatement 'n the power and progress of those glorious revivals, which
were ik ticcd at che'r last meeting, they are happy to express their confi-

dent persuasion, that the adorable Redeemer has not yet withdrawn from
tliis portion of his Zion the animating tokens of liis special regard. He has
lu-t ceased to be favorable to his heritage; he has not !• anger shut up his

tender mercies.

In the Jhsociaiion of Pcrkfthire, we discover pleasing indications of the

presence of theHcly Spirit, in his awakening and renewing, as well as sanc-
tii'yiiig^nd enlivening infinences. While faithfulness in duty, and increasing
ai tac'uuent to tlie interests of the church, in no inconsiderable degree appear
a noiig ihe friends of Jesus;—his enemies have, in many instances, been dis-

a.med by liisall conquering grace, and induced to submit thems' hes, wiihng
captives, to the King of Zion. In Bccki t ano Sandisfield, the work of God
has been si^jnally received; and in LanesOorough, Ahoux. sixty persons hav e,

it is hoped, been added t) the Lord. .
-

In the Franklin ^'f^socidtion, though no towns have, ^vithiu the last year, '

been special!}- favored by the t ffusi(ins of the Spirit,the churches are walking
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1 the faith and order of the GcSpel. Charitable institutions have increak-

d, and exert a very salutary influenee. More than two hundred persons

,a\ e been received to tlie communion of the churches;

Within the limits of the Havifishire Central Association, where lately

!ie displays of divine power and glory were more frequent and conspicuous,

haa in any other portion of the state, we still observe not a little to excite

ur joyful praises; the fruits of the work of grace remain; and, in some
(Stances, believers are encouraged, from the aspect of recent events, to

ope, as well as pray, for a new season of refreshing fronfj the presence of

lie Lord. The number of ecclesiastical societies, in this connexion, is six-

een; and, within the last twelve months, not far from nine hundred hopefui

onverts have been added to the churches.

If we do not find in t!ie Hamfiden Association striking proofe of the pres-

nce of Christ, in subduing his enemies to the obedience of the faith; we do
ehold the numerous traces, the unbroken monuments, of his former tri-

mphs. His disciples do not forget to pray and devote their powers to the

oble purpose of extending the boundaries of his kingdom. Large accessions

ave been made to the churches here, particularly in Sfiringfield. Ifeat

Ifiringficld, Blandfotd, Tolland, Granville, and Monson; and, in several

laces, wi\ere the regular administration of the Gospel has not been enjoyed

tT many years, an ardent desire begins to be manifested, for the possession

t' this hiestimable privilege.

la the Westminster Association, there are the visible tokens of the gracious

iresence of our God and Savior. A zealous regard to the interests of relig-

on, and disinterested efforts to spread the knowledge of the truth as it is in

esiis, are in many cases, observable; and, in several societies, the Lord has
..ppeared in his glory, to the joy of his people, and it is fervently hoped,to the

ternal salvation of sinners. A special work of grace, under auspicious cir-

umstances, has commenced, and is increasing, in Ashburn/ia?n,JVest?ninster,

itiiol, and Royalston. In Athol, twenty six have been added to the church;
.nd in Royalston, thirty-six.

In the Brookfield Association, the happy fruits of the religion of Christ are
ipparent in the harmony of ministers and churches; and in the fervor of their

ittHchment to the distinguishing doctrines of the Gospel. God has not for-

;otten to be gracious to his children, nor has he shut out their prayers.

Leicester, Oakham, JVorth Brookfield and Greenwich, have been refreshed

»y the showers of heavenly influence. In these towns, the instituted means
)f salvation have proved, through the sovereign grace of God, mighty to the
K)nversion of souls.

From the Union Association, we have pleasing accounts of the benevolent
xertions of many individualsto promote the com mdn cause of vital Christianity.

/Ve have heard,with no ordinary satisfaction, of endeavors, which have been
nade, to train up children and youth at home, in knowledge, virtue, and
liety as well as to extend the benign influence of the Gospel to those

ibroad, who have ever been strangers to its life-giving power. We are hap-

)y also to learn, that, in this vicinity, where the doctrines of the cross have
lut, in times past, been usually received, there is reason to belieye, evangel-

cal sentiments are beginning to prevail. To a few towns, comprehended in

his Association, God has been peculiarly gracious; he has caused the hearts

>f his children to sing for joy. In Charlestoivn and Bridgewater, he has dis-

played, in an eminent degree, the glory of his distinguishing love. In the for-

ner place, pne hundred, and in the latter, one hundred and fifty have become
lie hopeful subjects of his regenerating grace.

Within the limits of the Association of Salem and Vicinity, though iio

.pecial I'evivalsof religion have been witnessed since our last meeting, there

s yet evidence, that the cause of truth is advancing; and exertions for doing

;ood to the bodies and souls of men, are increasing. In the town of Salem,
wenty-five benevolent societies exist, in active operation; and in the towns
idjacent, a laudable zeal is evuiced, in the various works of Christian

charily.

From the Unity Association we learn, that, while lukewarmness in relig-

on too jjcncrally prevails, witUin their limits, there is fexhiblted aigrowing.
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attachment to the interests of genuine morality,and the institutions of theGosf,

pel; and the anima.ting hope is entertained, that, in some places, those seedsi

are sown, Avhich, by a divine blessing, will take root, spring up, and beai'

fruit unto eternal life.

We cannot fail to notice, with the most lively gratitude to the Author of

all good, the peculiar smiles of his Providence on the Theological InstitU''

tion inAndover. Its prosperity and usefulness have been great. Atpres*
cut, the number of students in the several classes, is about seventy.

In nearly all the Associations, connected with us, are to be seen the blessej

effects of the late glorious effusions of the Spirit of God on our churches ar

congregations. Instances of eminent piety are multiplied! Benevolence not

ajifjears to be the prominent feature in the Christian character. By | the*

formation of societies, designed to promote those objects, which have imm&-i
diate relation to the prosperity of the kingdom of Christ, the sphere of char^i

itable operation is much enlarged. In many instances, unprecedented effort*

are used for the instruction of children and youth, the rising hope of our
churches; and generally, perhaps, the permanent importance of this object^

though not felt^ as it ought to be, is, in some degree, realized and acknowl-
edged. Vice and profaneness have certainly received a powerful checks
Sobriety of maimers, and a decent regard to the ordinances of the Gospel,are,i

iDore commonly than they once were, accounted reputable to individuals, as

well as necessary to the welfare of society.

In most of our churches, the monthly concert for prayer is constantly

observed, and regarded as a very precious and animating season.

Leaving this common wealth,we find, in other regions of our country, many
things to gladden our hearts.

The report from T H E general assembly of the presbyteriah
CHURCH gives an encouraging view of the state of religion and morality^,

within the limits of that highly respectable body.
Embracing, as it does, the Middle, Western, and Southern states, a teri

Titory of vast extent, including large and populous regions, comparatively'
destitute of religious privileges, we see within its bounds indeed, much td

awaken our sympathy and grief. Affecting is the consideration, that a
large proportion of the people in those regions are strangers to the advan-*

tagesof a regular Christian ministry, and that thousands are annually dying
without the means of grace. But we are happy in possessing unequivocal
evidence, that, in the \vestern part of the Union, where the tide of infidelity

and licentiousness had, until lately, threatened to sweep away every vestige

of truth and godliness, he, who stilleth the waves of the sea, hath uttered his

voice, and that tide is arrested in its desolating course. In many places,

where the enemies of the Gospel, a few years since, set their faces against
its holy doctrines and institutions,with unblushing hardihood,an openopposer
of Christianity can now hardly be found. This great alteration in the

public views and feelings, through a large extent of the western country, is

ascribed, under God, to the wide dissemination of the Scriptures by Biblei

Societies and the agency of diligent and faithful missionaries.

Coming into the middle states, we are presented with a view of increasing

prosperity to the church at large, and of very signal effusions of the Spiril,i

in several parts of the vineyard. In the towns of J\/'eivark, Elisabethtown,
and Orange, in New Jersey, many have, it is hoped, experienced a work ol

divine grace in their hearts. In several parts of the state of New York, very
large accessions have been made to the kingdom of Christ, and ms.ny sinners

are still fleeing to his standard. •'

Pursuing our northward course, we enter the favored state of Connecti-
cut. Here we find twelve Associations of ministers, all connected with their

General Association, and united, to an uncommon degree, in religious senti-

ment, affection, and practice. Of the two hundred Congregational churches
in the state, between 160 and 170 are supplied with pastors.
Although our brethren in Connecticut caiinot record such wonders of grace

within the last year, as they have formerly witnessed, yet they behold with

joy the precious fruits of those numerous and powerful revivals, for whiot
that state has been distingubhed.
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A considerable number of towns, however, have.within the year past, been
ivoi-ed by the out-pourings of the Spirit; and many hundreds have been
dded to the churches connected with the General Association.

Numerous benevolent societies have been recently formed, and are sup-

orted by an increasing patronage. Among these, we particularly notice a
)omesti'c Missionary Society for building up the waste places within the state;

Societyfor educating' pious and ijidigant young men for the Gosfiel minis-

'y;a schoolfor educating heathen youth: and an Asylumfor the instruction

f the Deaf and Dumb. These, with many other institutions of the same
:neral character, receive a liberal suppoi't, and exert an extensive and
alutary influence.

I
In J^eiv Hamfishire, the cause of truth, we have reason to believe, is grad-

ally gaining ground; the fruits of former revivals still appear; and many
p)Wns have recently been blessed by the special effusions of the Holy Spirit,

catechetical instmCtion has been much encouraged, and promises great good

i) the rising generation. The monthly concert for prayer is generally observed

-y the churches in this state.

While attending to the report of our brethren from Vermont^ we felt

lingled emotions of joy and sori'ow. Not one half of the towns in that state

rfc supplied with evangelical and well educated pastors; in some places
estructive eiTors extensively prevail; and, in some instances, churches have
ECome nearly extinct. There is, however, a brighter side of the picture.

;e, who can raise an army from a valley of dry bones, has quickened the

lousands of dead souls, and caused them to rejoice in his salvation. It is

islieved, that in each of the following towns, more than a hundred, and in

ome of them more than two hundred, have been made the subjects of
:;newing grace: Castleton, Benson, Fair-Haven, Hubbardton, Brandon^
fiddlebury, Cornwall, JVew- Haven, Putney, Westminster, Wilmington,
lontpelier and DaJiville. More than thirty other towns in the state have
;;en blessed with special revivals. We rejoice to hear, that the great work
hich prevailed in Middlebury, extended to the college in that town; and
;veral of the students were sharers in its blessings. It is probable, that, in

:) previous year, has Vermont been so highly favored, by the out-pouring*
' the Spii'it, and the rich displays of grace in the conversion of sinners,

armony and Christian affection are generally obsersable in the churches in

iis state, as well as in those of New Hampshire.
Oa the whole, though we find much to deplore, we see more to animate
id comfort our hearts. God has not withdrawn his Spirit from our land,

jV has he forgotten to do us good. The day in which we live, is a day of
onders. The glorious things that have been spoken of the city of God,
e in course of rapid fulfilment. One spirit seems to animate the Christian

orld;—a spirit of love to Christ, and zeal for the prosperity of his kingdom.
iuch of this spirit appears in our land. An increasing harmony is manifest,

Bong the ministers and friends of the Redeemer. The fervent prayers of
.ousands daily ascend, as incense, to the throne of God. Nor do they
icend in vain. Jehovah hears, and he will answer. He will arise, and
ead his own cause, and fill the earth with his glory. The Sabbath of the

;orld shall surely come. Hath he said? and shall he not do it? Hath he
loken? and shall he not make it good? Let us wait upon the Lord, and
:ver faint.

Voted, unanimously, that this Association entertain a very grateful sense of the kind-

ss and hospitality ofthe Uev. Mr. Porter, and of his church and people,.m making ample

•ovision for them during the present session. ;

Voted, that the thanks of this Association he presented to the Rev. Moderator, Secre-

ry, and Scrihes for their faithful services on the present occasion.

The Association united in singing the 117 Psalm L. M. and in a prayer offered by

ir. Hale. The meeting was then dissolved.

Thkophiltjs Packaiu), •/Wo<fera<«r.

Extracted from the original Minutes, by Enocb Hais, Seraretary,
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MINUTES

pr TUE

GEMEHAJL ASSOCIATION,

Tfli General Association of Massachusetts Proper conrened at MiddlefieUI, June 23, 1818,

The following members were present:

—

Rev Joseph L. Mills, Rev. Gordon Dorranee, from Berkshire ..Association.

Rev. William G. Ballantine, Rev. Isainh Waters, Mountain Do.
Rev. Thomas H. Wood, Franklin J^o.

Rev Joseph Lyman, D D. Rev. Hervey Wilbur, Hampshire Central Do,
Rev. Timothy M. Cooley, Rev. John Keep, Han}pden Do.
Rev. Joshua Crosby. Rev Joseph VaiH, Brookfield Do.
Rev. Cyrus Matin, Westminster Do.
Rev. Daniel Huntington, Union Dp
Bev. Samuel Worcester, D. D. Rev. Robert Crowel', Salem and Vicinity.

Rev. William Neil, D. t). Rev. Leverett J. F. Huntington, General Assembly of the Presby^
terian Church in the United States

Rev. Nathan Perkins, D D. Rev YAras\.xxs,St,v&t\ton, General Association ofCo^mecticut.
Rev. Walter Chapin, Rev. Elisha D. Andrews, General Convention of Congregational and
Presbyterian MLinisters of Vermont.

Rev. Enoch iis\&. Secretary'of the Association, and
Rev. Jonathan Nasli, Minister of the place.

The Rev. Mr. Nash called the Association to the choice of a Moderator. The Rev. Joseph
Lyman, D IJ. was chosen. The Rev. John Keep was chosen Scribe, and the Rev. Daniel
Huntington, Assistant Scribe.

The certificates of delegation were exhibited, and the meeting was opened with prayer by
the Moderator The rules of the Association and the minutes of the last association were rea<!.

The Rev. Messrs. Enoch Hale, Nathan Perkins, D. Q. and William Neil, D. D. were ap-
pointed a committee of arrangements

Voted, That the Rev. Messi-s. Theophilus Packai-d, and Experience Porter, delegates to the
General Association of Connecticut, at their last session, and the Rev. Joseph Field, delegate
to the fieneral .\s.sembly of the Presbyterian Church, be invited to sit with the association as

honorary members. •

Also, that the Rev. Drs. Morse and Hyde, members of the Committee appointed last year,
on the subject of a Domestic Missionary Society, and the Rev. Abel Flint, Moderator of the
Jate meeting of the General Assosiation of Connecticut, receive a similar invitation.

Voted, to attend to the narratives ofthe state of religion at 10 o'clock, A. M. tomorrow.
Voted, to adjourn till tomorrow morning 8 o'clock.

The session was closed with prayer by the Moderator.
Wednesday morning, June 24. The .\ssoclation convened accorfjing to adjournment, and

the meeting was opened with prayer by the Moderator. The t/ommittee of arrangements
made their report. Rev. Messrs. l-iraothy M. Cooley, Joseph L. Mills, and Leverett J. F.
Huntington, were chosen a Committee to t;»ke minutes from the na^jratives, and to prepare a
summary report oi the state of religion and of the churches, within our connexion.
Rev. Messrs. Alvan Hyde, D. D. Timotliy M . Cooley, and Samuel Worcester, D. D. were

appointed a Committee to make a nomination of delegates from this body toother associations
and ecclesiastical bodies with w1»ich we are connected.
Rev. Dr. Morse and Rev. Mr. Seranton, were appointed a Committee to audit the accounts

of the Treasurer.
The Committee appointed at the last meeting of this body "to prepare an historical account

of the rise and doings of this Generaf Association" presented, agreeably to assignment, tlieii'

report, which was read by the Secretary; Whereupon
I

Voted, That the report be accepted, and that the .Secretary be directed to record it, as j
iorrect history of this Association; and that he also insert the names of those genllemen who
["ivere elected members of th? AraeHc-an Eoard of Coran^i'5siQ:;crc for Foreicrn Missions ia i\iS
i'earlSU.

.
.
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Received from the Rev. Abel Flint from Connecticut, a very interesting statement of facts

respecting the Asylum for the instruction of the Deaf and Dumb in the city of Hartford) upon
which it was unanimously

Resolved, That this Association rejoice in the estahlishment of the Connecticut Asylum for

the education of deaf and dumb persons, and would ascribe humble and fervent praise te the
Giver of every good and perfect gift, for having crowned with such signal success, the efforts

already made to communicate moral and religious instruction to a portion of that unfortunate

class of our fellow beings. They very cordially recommend the Asylum to the patronage of the
Christian public, and to their pecuniary aid especially; that the benevolent objects of this insti-

tution may be more effectually accomplished.

Voted, That the thanks of this Association be presented to the "Directors of the Connecticut
Asylum for the education and instruction of deaf and dumb persons," for their present of fifty

copies of their second Annual Report; and that these copies be distributed by the scribes among
the members.

Voted, That the thanks of this body be presented to the General Association of Connecticut
for the copies of their proceedings for 1817, and that they be distributed as above.

The Committee appointed to prepare a pastoral address to the churches, reported a draft,

which was read and accepted. Rev. Messrs. Cooley, Keep, and Dr. Hyde, were appointed a
Committee to prepare an address for the next year.

Voted, That the Association have a recess till 2 o'clock.

Met according to appointment and attended public worship. The Rev. Dr. Lyman preached
the Annual Sermon from Eph. iv, 3, 4, 5, 6. "Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit, la

the bond of peace. There is one body and one spirit; even as ye are called in one hope of your
calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is above all, and
through all, and in you all."

After a recess of twenty minutes the Association united with the church in this place, and a
numerous assembly of visiting clergymen and members of other churches, to commemorate the
Savior's dying love in the sacramental supper. The season was solemn and animating, in an
unusual degree, to the disciples of the Redeemer.
The Rev. Enoch Hale was chosen Secretary for the three next succeeding years.
The Rev. Dr. Morse, of the Committee to whom was referred the subject of a DomestiQ

Missionary Society, requested and obtained liberty to report in part, and the subject was defew
red for further consideration tomorrow morning

Voted, to adjourn till tomorrow morning 8 o'clock.

The meeting was closed Avith prayer by the Moderator.
Thursday morning, June 25. The meeting was again opened with prayer by the ModeP-

ator. Delegates to the ecclesiastical bodies in connexion with this Association were chosen asi

follows: To the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the Uniled Statesj to meet'
at Philadelphia on the 3d Thursday of May, 1819, Rev Messrs. Thomas Snell, and '["heophilus

Packard—and Rev. Messrs. Joseph Goffe, and Zephaniah S. Moore, D. D. their substitutes.

To the General Association of Connecticut, to meet at Lyme, the 3d Tuesday of June, 1819,i

Rev. Messrs. Enoch Hale, and Josiah W. Cannon—and Rev. Messrs. fiamuel Dana, and Joha
Keep, their substitutes.

To the General Association of New Hampshire, to meet at Dover, on the 3d Tuesday ol

September, 1818, Rev. Messrs. Tinaothy M. Cooley, and John Bullard—and Rev. Messrs,
Samuel Osgood, and Samuel Walker, their substitutes.

To the Convention of Congregational and Presbyterian Ministers in Vermont, to meet al

Peacham on the 2d Tuesday of September, 1813, Rev. Messrs. Gordon Dorrance, and Joshtu
Crosby—and Rev. Messrs. lleuben P',merson, and Nathan Perkins, their substitutes. ^

Rev. Jedidiah Morse, D. D. and Ilov. Daniel Huntington, were appointed a Committee t(

publish the whole, or such parts, of the minutes of this meeting as they shall deem proper.
The Rev. Thomas H. Wood had leave of absence.
Voted, That it be understood as the sense of this body, and be put upon our records as

standing rule, that those gentlemen who are admitted as honorary members, shall be allowei
full libertjr to take part in all deliberations; though they are not considered as entitled to votei

and it is expected that they will give notice to the body, if they find it necessary to wilhdrai
before the close of the session.

The Committee en the subject of a Domestic Missionary Society proceeded in their report
and presented their draftof a Constitution. Whereupon

Voted una'tiimoiisly. That this Association approve the proposition to form a Domestic Mifl

sionary Society, and that the following Constitution, having been reported by the Committei
and examined article by article, be adopted as the Constitution of said Society.

GOXSTITUTIOK OF THE DOJrSSTIC MISSIOXART SOCIETY FOR MASSACHUSETTS PnoPF.B.
1-. The Society shall be called the Domestic JVIissionarif Snciety ofJMassachusetts Prope\
2. It shall consist of the members of the General Association of Massachusetts Proper f(|

'lie time being, and of such other persons as shall either he duly elected, or subscribe the reqij ^

site sum for constituting membership. K'J
3. The object of the Society shall be to assist needy churches and parishes, and waste placiH|^

within the limits of Massachusetts Proper. 1^
4. Any person may become a member of the Society by subscribing two dollars, to bepaiB'j,,

annually; and any person a member for Hfe, by paying into the treasury, at any one tini^
'xev-iij dollars.

' '

..
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5. The Society shall meet annually on Thursday in the woek of the annua! meetin" of the
General Association of Massachusetts Proper, at 9 o'clock, A. M.

6 Beside the Moderator and Clerk of the annual meeting, who shall be the same as the
Moderator and Secretary of the General Association for the time being, the officers of the So-
ciety shall be twenty-four Directors; twelve clergymen and twelve laymen, a Secretary, a
Treasurer, and an Auditor; the two last always to be laymen, all of whom shall be chosen by
ballot at the annual meeting.

7. The Directors shall meet annually at the time and place of the meeting ef the General
Association,, and at such other times and places, as they shall appoint; and may adopt such
rules, and appoint such Committees, as they may judge conducive to the object of the Institu-
tion. And it shall be their duty to devise means for the support of missions, to a[)point, in-
struct, and, if necessary, to recal missionaries, and prescribe the places where they shall labor;
to fix the compensation of missionaries, aud to pay them by orders on the Treasurer; and gen-
srally, to adopt such measures, from time to time, as they shall judge expedient for carrying
nto effect the objects of the Society. They shall make report annually to the Society of their
proceedings.

8. The Treasurer shall take charge of the funds of the Society, managing them, and keep-
ng his accounts under such regulations, as shall from time to time be prescribed by the Di"
rectors.

9. The Secretary shall faithfully record the proceedings of the Directors, and in their name
jorrespond with those persons who may have business to transact in connexion with the Iu~
ititution.

10. This Constitution shall not be altered, except at an a.nnual meeting of the Society, and
with the concurrence of two thirds of the members present.

Per order of the Committee. Jedisiah Morse, Chairman.

The Association then deferred their business till 2 o'clock, P. M. and in pursuance of the
jreceding Constitution and vote, resolved themselves into "The Domestic Missionary Society
!f Massachusetts Proper," and proceeded to elect by ballot the following; officers:

_ OFFICERS OF THE DOMESTIC MISSIONART SOCIETY OF MASSACHUSETTS PROPER.

HP" ZJjrec^ort.... (Geographically arranged.)

^^ Clergymen. Laymen.
Rev. Alvan Hyde, D D. Joseph Woodbridge, Esq.
Rev. Theophilus Packard, Col. David Mack,
Rev. Henry Lord, Hon. Ezra Starkweather,
Rev. John Keep, JSTathaniel Smith, Esq.
Rev. Samuel Osgood, Hon. John Hooker,
Rev. Joshua Crosby, Col. Israel K. Trask,
Rev. Jolm Fisfc, Gen. Salem Towne, jun.

Rev. Jedidiah Morse, D. D. Hon. Nehemiah Cleaveland,

Rev. Samuel Worcester, D. D. Hon. William Reed,
Rev. Sereno E. Dwigbt, Deacon Samuel H. Walley,
Rev. Richard S. Storrs, jun. Henry Gray, Esq.
Rev. Oliver Cobb. Hon. Edward H. Robbins.
ff ' Secretary, Rev. Thomas Snell.

Treasurer, Josiah Dwight, Esq.
Auditor, Hon. Jonathan H. Lyman.

, 1^. R. A meeting of the Directors is to be holden .at Northampton, on the 3d Wednesday
f October next, at 3 o'clock P. M. at the house of Mr. Theodore Lyman.

Ij
At 2 o'clock the General Association resumed their business according to the last vote.

. A communication having been received from the General Association of Connecticut, an<J

onsidered

—

Voted, That the Rev. Drs. Worcester and Hyde, and the Rev. Thomas iSnell, be
Committee, to meet the Committee of the General Association of Connecticut, with sucii

ther Committees, as may be appointed by other ecclesiastical bodies in N. E. with which we
re connected, at Northampton, on the 3d Wednesday of October next, at 10 o'clock, A. M.
5r the purpose of inquiring whether any, and if any, what, method can be devised, in which
hese bodies may more effectually cooperate, or in which there may be a more general and
Jfectual cooperation for the advancement of the Redeemer's kingdom.
The Committee for auditing the Treasurer's accounts made a report which was accepted.

Voted, That there be a recess till 6 o'clock. The time of the recess having elapseti, during
'hich public worship was attended, and a discourse delivered by the Rev. Dr. Neil, liie Associ-
•tion proceeded to business.

) Voted, That the Scribes serve the Delegates from Connecticut with a notice of the doings
f this body in regard to the meeting of their Committee at Northam(ito(i in October next; and
lat the Delegates from this Association to the other ecclesiastical bodies in New England,
sith which we are connected, be instructed to confer with them upon the same subject.

Voted, That the Committee of publication cause to be printed a competent number of copies
the proceedings ofthis Association, and distribute a copy to the pastor of each church herein
^presented. Likewise that they request the Editor of the Panoplist to publi-fc so much of
cjru as they sbftU judge expedient.
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\.. ,. ext meeting of this Association be in PittsfieW. at the house of the Rev,

Hemi. v.,nnjhic , n the 4th Tuesday of June, 1819, at 5 o'cl-.ck P. M. and that the Asso-

ciation i. S^Um f.n''
'

-inity be requested to appoint the preacher.

Voted yn .ulinurn *« o'clock tomorrow morning. The session then closed with prayer by

the Moder&to .
" ,,,.,,., r . ^ ..

In the even; t . Jic worsiiip was agaip attended, and a discourse dehvered by the Rev. Mr.

Huntington, of fi Jersey.
. ...

Friday morning, June 26. The Association niet, and the session was opened with prayer by

V.he Moderator. The Committee appointed "to' prepare a summary report of the state df reli-

gion," &c. read their report, which was accepted, and is as follows.

The Committee appointed to take minutes, and prepare an account of the state

of religion within the limits of the General Association of Massachusetts Proper,

and of other bodies in connexion with it, beg leave respectfully to submit thefol-

lowin- REPORT.
It has been the painful dutv of ihe friends of the Redeemer, even in the purest

times, to mourn over the iniquities of the openly impenitent, and the coldness and

failures of professing Christians. In this favored section of the church, and in

this eventful and prosperous period, there is much to excite emotions of grief.

The church has survived her confl'ct with infidelity, and is rising upon its ruins;

but her warfare is not yet accomplished. There is within our limits a manifest

and lamentable departure from tlie truth, and error in its various forms, is assid-

uously and successfully propagated. Some cherish a hope t.f impunity in a course

of habitual transgression, saying, ••We shall have peace, though we walk in the

imagination of our hearts to add drunkenness to thirst;" others "deny the Lord
that bought them, and count the blood of the covenant an unholy thing." Suclj

opinions affect the heart and practice. Under their deceptive influence, some
substitute a general decency of behavior, in the place of vital and expeiimental

religion; and others abandon themselves to pleasure and vice. These evils, it is

believerl, are not increasing; bat their existence furnishes an occasion for sor-

row. Many profane the holy S ibbath, or degrade themselves, and distress and
ruin their families, by intemperance; and siill greater numbers, habitually neg-

lect family worship, and the public ordinances of religion. It is also much to be

lamented, thut many of the churches, instead of exhibiiing that elevated and fer-

vent piety and faithful discipline, which would render them "terrible as an army
v/ith banners," are yielding to a spirit of worldliness and lukewarmness, which
furnishes the enemies of the Lord with too much occasion for reproach, and tri-

umph, and blasphemy. And we remark with pahiful sensibility, that some
churches and parishes, once favored with public religious insitruction, are suffering

a" wasting "famine," not of bread, but "of hearing the word of the Lord." Ii

these wastes of Zion, ignorance, eiTor, profaneness and infidelity are prevalent
for "where no vision is, the people perisli." They present a claim, not to be re-

sisted, to the tears and prayers and charities of the benevolent.

These are some of the dark traits in the religious character of this portion o
the Lord's vineyard. They are not to be concealed: they are known and reado
all men: and they fill the hearts of Christians with concern and anguish. Shoulc

this state of things continue, fearful mast be the condition of many around us.

But we hasten to present the cheering features, in the complexion of th«

churches within our bounds, which can be recognized with no other feelings thai

those of devout and admiring gratitude and joy.

The past yeai'j though not marked with such extensive revivals of religion, a
have on some occasions itnparted a peculiar interest to the reports presented to thi

body, has afforded much evidence, that the Lord hath not forsaken us, that ou
God hath not forgotten to be gracious. The towns of Richmond, Linesborougb
Hinsdale, Greenfield, Royalston, Ashburnham, Princeton, Holden, Wendal an
Westminster, have been blessed with a season of refreshing from the presence t

the Lord. Encouraging tokens of swiousncss and deep attention, have recentl
appeared in Danvers, Lynn, Beverly, and especially in Marblehead. The spir
of prayer has been poured out upon the churches, and many have become th

subjects of deep religious impressions, and considerable numbers have been hope
fully brought to theknowledge of the truth unto salvation. Not a small numbe
of our churches are now rejoicing in the precious fruits of copious outpourings <

the Spirit in past years. It is stated, that but few instances of defection hav
been noticed. The hopeful converts, many of whom are from among the youti
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; jcontinue stedfast iit the faith, and adorn the doctrine of God our Savior. The
jnonthl}' concert of prayer, excites a deep and lively interest, and is devoutly and
generally attended. Our adored Redeemer, "vvalketh in the midst of the golden
candlesticks, and holdeth the stars in his right hand."

Increased and systematic attention has been paid, the past year, to the religious

instruction of children and youth. Sabbath schools have been opened in many
places, and crowds of children, both of the rich and of the poor, have been col-

lected on the Lord's day, and instructed in the Holy Scriptures. With no ordi-

nary feelings of approbation, we hail this happy expedient, as one that promises
great good to the rising generation. It has already excited the attention of par-
ents, to that ancient, but much neglected precept, "These woi-ds which I com-
mand thee this day shall be in thine heart, and thou shall teach them diligently

unto thy children, and shalt talk of tht-m when thou sittest in thine house, and.

when thou v/alkest by the way, and when thou liest down and when thou
irisest up."
The liberal arc devising liberal things. If the pulse of holy charity is not as yet

excited to the elevated standard of Cliristian duty; if some, through ignorance,
and others thi'ough covetousness, "withhold more than is meet," still we have
witnessed a liberality, which merits our grateful commendation. Missionary,
Bible, and Education societies receive increasing patronage. And not a small
number of associations more limited in extent, but not less active, some of males
.and more of females, are lending their aid to various objects of religious charity.
The munificence of the Christian pub ic has enabled the Board of Commissioners
for Foreign Missions, to pursue a system of efficient measures, for diffusing the
light of holy truth among the perishing heathen. Thirteen of our brethren are
actively and ardently engaged as missionaries, at different stations, and on differ-

ent continents, in this holy, self-denying, and glorious work. The smiles of heav-
en have attended their steps. More than eight hundred children are instructed

in the missionary schools. From the Ciierokee nation, we have received the glad-
dening intelligence, that a number have become subjects of serious impressions,
and five have been introduced into the church, as the first fruits of the Gospel.
among these Gentiles.

"The harvest truly is plenteous, but the laborers are few. Pray ye therefore
the Lord of the harvest that he will send forth laborers into his harvest." In this

connexion we would notice with heart- felt gratitude the smiles of Zion's God upon
efforts to prepare young men for the ministry. The Theological Institution at

Andover, founded in unexampled liberality» endowed vvith ample resources, en-
riched and watered with the prayers of the faithful, is commended to the affections

of the church, by the conspicuous success of its operations. From this seat ofc"

sanctified science, about one hundred and sixty young men have gone forth to the
work of the ministry, and eighty-two, i(.s present number of members, are pre-
paring to follow them. In Williams' College, nearly one half of its students, about
ninety in number, are the hopeful friends of religion. The American Education
Society is furnishing aid to upwards of one hundred and thirty beneficiaries, in the
different stages of their studies. Upon the success of these Institutions, the dear-
est interests of the church are suspended. They are fountains, whose streams
shall make glad the city of our God.

Witliin the bounds of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, the
interests of the Redeemer's kingdom are advancing. Precious and interesting

vevivals of religion have blessed a number of the churches.—The monthly con-
cert of prayer is generally observed.—Missionary labors have beeu attended with
animating and extraordinary success; and many new congregations and churches
have been recently established. Sabbath schools, and Bible classes are very gen-
erally encouraged, and commendable attention is paid to the rising generation.
'The Theological Seminary at Princeton is stated to be in a flourishing condition,
and has iifty students preparing for t!ie work of the ministry.—The General As-
iembly have earnestly recommended, that sj)ecial attention be paid to the instruc-
!tion of slaves and people of color: and a school has already gone into successful
toperation, under the care of the Synod of New York and New Jersey, the exclu-
jjSive object of which is to educate men of color of hopeful piety and talents, witLi

jreference to their becoming preachers among their brethren. These measures,
jit is believed, will elevate the character of this unfortunate and degraded portion
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of the human family, ana t>«>pare them for their ultimate emancipation; au eveoi

which, we would earnestly
'

'

. not far distant.

In the State of Connecticu .armony prevails among ministers and churches,

and religion has revived in several places. The heathen school in Cornwall,

though in its infancy, promises to become a "light to lighten the Gentiles." The
Asvlum for the deaf and dumb, excites a delightful interest among the friends of

religion, and of man. It has introduced an unfortunate class of community to the

felicities of social life; and what is more, infinitely more, to a knowledge of their

Savior, and the method of salvation. The Domestic Missionary Society have

been evidently blessed in their efforts to build up the waste places of Zion. Yale

College is in a flourishing state: and charitable objects receive prompt and liberal

support. "To do good and to communicate," is the character of this privileged

section of the church. ''How goodly are thy tents, O Jacob, and thy tabernacles,

O Israel! As the vallies are they spread forth, as gardens by the I'iver's side,

as the trees of light-aloes, which the Lord hath planted, and as cedar trees beside

the waters."
No delegation was present from New Hampshire; but from a correct source of

information, we learn, That "revivals of religion, powerful, and resulting in the

hopeful conversion of considerable numbers, have claimed the gratitude, and en-

couraged the hearts of both ministers and private Christians; and that God has

been pleased to call in from the world the greatest proportion of converts from
among those, who in their infancy received the seal of baptism."
From our Brethren in the state of Vermont, we have received intelligence of

a veiy interesting character. Upon many of the churches the Holy Spirit "hatii

eome down like rain upon the mown grass, as shov;ers that water the earth."
Hundreds of hopeful converts have been gathered into the bosom of the church.
Christians, in that "field which the Lord hath blessed," may adopt the inspired

expressions, "Lo, this is our GkI; we have wajted for him, and he will save us:

this is the Lord; we have waited for him, we will be glad and rejoice in his sal-

vation."

On the whole, though we find much in our countiy and in our guilty world to

fill us with concern and sorrow, we certainly find very much to inspire us with
hope and joy; and to encourage us to action. The prayers and efforts of Chris-
tians are accompanied with special tokens of the divine blessing. The church is

increasing in stability, beauty and strength, "She is enlarging the place of her
tent, and stretching forth the curtains of her habitations." Every friend of this

divine and inspiring cause, we would address in the comforting language of the
prophet, "Look upon Zion, the city of our solemnities: thine eyes shall see Jeru-
salem a quiet habitation, a tabernacle that shall not be taken down; not one of the
stakes thereof shall ever be removed, neither shall any of the cords thereof be
"broken. But there, the glorious Lord v/ill be unto us a place of broad rivers and
streams. For the Lord is cur judge, the Lord is our lawgiver, the Lord is our
king; he will save us."

Per Order, Timothy M. Cooley, Chairman.
June 26, 18 IS.

Fo/^<f unnnimously, That the thanks of the Association be presented to the Pastor, Chureh
and Congregation in this place, fov the very marked attention and hospitality which they have
Mianifested to this body, during their present session—to present their thanks also to the choir
of siugers, for their generous and Christian attentions, and to express to them the high satisfac-

tion afforded by their pleasing performances.
Voted, That the thanks of the Association be presented to the Rev. Moderator, Secretary i

^nd Scribes, for their faithful services during the present session.
Voted, That after singing and prayer the Moderator adjourn this Association sine die.
Prayer -was accordingly offered by the Eev. Dr. Perkins, and the Association adjourned.

A true Copy of llecords. Attest.

DASiEt HawTiifaTOH', Assistant Scribe,
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FOR SALE,

By GEORGE' CLARK,
BOOKSELLER, Charlestown, (at bis store, in the

new Town-House, No. 2.) an assort-

ment of valnabje books, among
which are the following,

A complete assortment of Carey's, V/oodward's and
Hudson's Bibles, of various sizes, bindings

and prices, to suit purchasers.

Scott's Family Bible, Woodward's edit, 3 vol-

umes 4to. //24 00
Gill's Exposition 9 vols. 4to. 63 00
Whitby on the five points English ed, 2 00
Brelincourt on Death do. 2 00
Clarke andPyle's Paraphrase do, 9 00
Biundell's Sermons do. 150
Bates' Works do. 10 50

Do. Harmony do. 1 73
Watts' Works 4to. ' do. 32 00
Alix*s Reflections do. 3 00
Clarke's Heb. Catechism do. 2 50
Brooks' History of tbe Puritans 10 50
Simpson's Plea (a seasonable and able work) do. 3 25

D^. (boards) do. 2 75
Doddridge's Rise and Progress 8vo. large

print do, 2 25
Newton s Works 6 vols. 8vo. 16 00
Leisnd on Revelation 6 50
Female Biography 2 75
Scott on Baptism 1 00
Brown's Catechism 1 25
Belpage's Addresses 1 00
Hunter's Sacred Biography 11 00
Chalmers Sermons 2 25
Romeyn's Sermons 5 00
Maasillon's do. 6 00
Bishop Watson s Life ^ 7B



-.KiL^sft ->f,.jt .,,,A
,,'«""-

ii-i

EXTRACTS

FROM THE MINUTES OF

THE

GENERAL ASSOCIATION

ANB

DOMESTIC MISSIONARY SOCIETY

eF

MASSACHUSETTS PROPER.

ASSEMBLED AT PITTSFIELD,

June 22, 1819.

CHARLESTOWN,

PRINTED FOR THE GENERAL ASSOCIATION,

1819.

S. Etheridge, printer.





EXTRACTS

fROM THE MINDTES OF THE GENERAL ASSOCIATION AND

DOMESTIC MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF

MASSACHUSETTS PROPER,

JUNE 22, 1819.

THE General Association of Massachusetts Proper, convened

at Pittsfiekl. The following members were present

:

Berkshire Association.

Rev. Samuel Shepherd,

Rev. Ebenezer Jennings.

Mountain Association,

Rev. Jonathan Nash,

Rev. Jonathan L. Pomeroy.

Franklin Association.

Rev. John Emerson,

Rev. Josiah Spaulding.

I

Hamfishire Association.

Rev. Henry Lord,

Rev. James Taylor.

Hamfiden Association,

Rev. Timothy M. Cooley,

Rev. John Keep.
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Brookfidd Jssociadon.

Rev. Joseph Vaill.

Union Association.

Rev. Sereno E. Dwjght.

Salem and Vicinity dissociation.

Rev. John Smith,

Rev. Enoch Hale, Secretary of the Association,

Rev. Heman Humphrey, Minister of the place.

General ./Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of the U. S.

Rev. Henry Axtell,

Rev. Jesse H. Turner.

General Assembly of Connecticut.

Rev. Joseph Harvey.

General Assembly of JVew Hamfishire.

Rev. Eli Smith.

General Convention of Vermont.

Rev. Chester Wright,

Rev. Samuel Leonard.

The Rev Mr. Humphrey called the Association to the choice

of a Moderator.

The Rev. Samuel Shepherd vpas chosen.

The Rev. Sereno E. Dwight was chosen Scribe, and the Rev.

Joseph Vaill Assistant Scribe.

The Certificates of Delegation were exhibited ; and the

meeting was opened with prayer by the Moderator.

The rules of the Association were read.

The Rev. Messrs. Cooley, Nash, and Jennings were appoint-

ed a committee of Arrangements.

A I'equest from the Berkshire Association was read, announc-

ing, that information had been given them, that a general com-



tntanion of the Churches in the vicinity of Pittsficld is expected

to be attended during the present session of the General Asso-

ciation, and that the church in Pittsfield have authorized their

Pastor to present an invitation from them to the members of the

sister churches ; and requesting, that the time of holding the

communion of the churches may be on the afternoon of Wed-
nesday, June 23.

Voted, To comply with the above request.

Votedy That the sermon be preached before the Association

tomorrow morning at ten o'clock.

Rev. Drs. Lyman, Morse, and Hyde, and Rev. Mr. Snell,

being present, were invited to sit as honorary members of the

Association.

Messrs. Morse, Lord, Turner, Harvey, and Wright, were ap-

pointed a Committee to take minutes from the narratives of the

state of the Churches.

Voted, To adjourn till tomorrow morning, 8 o'clock. The

session was closed with prayer by the Moderator.

Wednesday morning, June 23.

The Association convened according to adjournment. The

meeting was opened with prayer by the Moderator. The com-

mittee of Arrangements made their report.

The committee appointed at the last meeting of this body,

to meet committees from other ecclesiastical bodies in New-

England, " for the purpose of inquiring whether any, and if

any, what method can be devised, in which those bodies may

more effectually co-operate for the advancement of the Re-

deemer's kingdom," presented the following report—viz :

" Resolved, as the unanimous opinion of this Board,

—

1. That the formation of a General Association for New-

England, to receive the delegation from ecclesiastical bodies

now sent to the State General Associations, would be inexpe-

dient.



2. That the interests of the Churches in New-England are

one, and that those interests will be best promoted through the

medium of the existing General Associations, and by such

measures as shall be calculated to increase their importance and

efficiency.

3. That to secure a more united and efficient co-operation of

these bodies, it is expedient that a delegation of three persons

be appointed by each of them annually, to meet in joint Com-

mittee, to be called the Committee of Union, to deliberate on

subjects of general interest to the Churches of New-Eng-

land, and to digest and recommend measures for the promotion

of their common prosperity, and the advancement of the Re-

deemer's kingdom generally.

4. Ttiat an invitation shall be held out to our brethren of

Rhode Island and the District of Maine, to take part, as soon as

they shall be duly formed for the purpose, in this simple plan

for promoting general union.

5. That the Committee of Union meet, annually, the third

Wednesday of October, at 1 1 o'clock A. M. at such places as

shall be designated by them from year to year, after the first

meeting, which shall be at the house of the Rev. Abel Flint in

Hartford, in the State of Connecticut, October 13th. 1819.

6. That it be recommended that one, at least, of the Com-

mittee chosen a preceding year, by each of the ecclesiastical

bodies, be re-appointed.

7. That the Committee of Union, at their first meeting,

elect a Secretary, who shall hold his office during the pleasure

of the Board : that they elect a Chairman at each meeting ; and

that they adopt, from time to time, such rules to regulate their

proceedings, as they shall judge proper.

8. That at each annual meeting of the Committee of Union,

a sermon be preached by some person to be appointed at the

preceeding session.

Voted, That Messrs. Beecher, Worcester, Rowland, and

Griswold, be a Committee of overture, to whom communica-



tions may be made, and plans suggested for said Comraittee to

lay before the first meeting of the Committee of Union, should

such a Committee be appointed."

The resolutions were discussed and approved separately, and

the report was accepted.

Rev. Messrs. Taylor, Lord, and Jennings were appointed a

committee to audit the accounts of the Treasurer.

The reports of delegates to other ecclesiastical bodies m con-

nection with this, were read.

Voted, That the committee appointed to prepare a report

from the narratives of the state of religion, be allowed to call

for the documents necessary to enable them to make their re-

port, at the opening of the session ; and that this be a standing

rule.

Attended divine service at ten o'clock. The Rev. John

Smith preached the sermon before the Association, from Ezek-

xxi. 27

—

Iivill overturn, overturn, overturn it, and it shall be no

more, until he come ivhose right it is, and I willgive it him. Af-

ter a short recess, attended to the narratives of the state of re-

ligion.

At the hour appointed, the members of the Association, and of

the Domestic Missionary Society, united with the Church in this

place, and a very numerous assembly of visiting clergymen and

members of other churches, in celebrating the Sacramental

Supper.* The occasion was peculiarly interesting and solemn.

A proposition from Union Association was committed to

Messrs. Cooley, Smith, Morse, Hale, and Lord.

Messrs. Nash, Hale, and Cooley were appointed a committee

to devise the best method of ascertaining the state of the

Churches from year to year.

Adjourned till 8 o'clock to-morrow morning. The session

was closed with prayer by the Moderator.

* The whole number of communicants was estimated at about 750.
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Thursday Morti. June 24t^.

The meeting was opened with prayer by the Moderator.

Messrs. Morse, Lord, Axtell were appointed a committee

to devise the best method for procuring the minutes of other

ecclesiastical bodies connected with this, and for distributing

the minutes of this Association among those bodies.

The Moderator obtained leave of absence, and the Rev. Dr.

Morse was appointed to take his place.

Messrs. Hyde, Nash, and Taylor were appointed a committee

to make a nomination of delegates from this Association to other

ecclesiastical bodies with which we are connected.

The Association then suspended their business, and resolved

themselves into The Domestic Missionary Society of

Massachusetts Proper.



EXTRACTS

FROM THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

DOMESTIC MISSIONARY SOCIETY,

OF MASSACHUSETTS PROPER,

June 24, 1819.

AT a meeting; of the Domestic Missionary Society of Massa^^

chusetts Proper, at Pittbfield June 24, 1819, consisting of the

General Association and members by subscription. The Rev.

Jedidiah Morse, D. D. was appointed Moderator, to preside

in the absence of the Moderator of the General Association.

—

-

The meeting was opened by uniting in prayer offered by the

Moderator.

Several articles of the Constitution, and the doings of the

Society at their meeting the last year, were read.

The Directors presented their first report, which was read

and accepted, as follows

:

Fathers and Brethren.

To put into operation a Society, like the one which now

holds its annual meeting, requires time and patience. Imme-

diately after the organization of the Society, its concerns were

intrusted to a large Board of Directors. The first meeting of

the Board was holden in October, at Northampton ; at which

time a sermon was px^eached, and a collection taken up in be-

half of the Society. The meeting of the board was full, and

the members entered upon their deliberations, deeply impressed

with the importance of the work contemplated, and cheered by

the hope, that these incipient measures, in their results, would

feed multitudes with the bread of life, impart vigor to churches,

sinking under the influence of error, organize new ones, and

thus bring home to our divine Redeemer, a rich revenue of

glory. The executive business of the Board was intrusted to a

Committee of five, who entered immediately upon the duties as-

signed them, and have " done what they could."

2
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To know, and to be able to lay before the public, the nature

and the extent of the evil Avhich this Society deplores, and

which it hopes to remove, facts must be possessed relative to the

Churches and Congregations to which the contemplated assist-

tance shall be extended. Previous to the meeting of the Direc-

tors in October, enough was disclosed to proclaim the lamenta-

ble, and to many, astonishing result that, within the limits em-

braced by this Society, the number of the destitute exceeds

fifty : that more than fortij need aid ; and that several churches

now supplied, vn]\, probably, be soon destitute of a Pastor, un-

less rescued from their danger by the hand of charity. But

knowledge, more definite and extensive, was indispensable : and

the attainment of this knowledge was deemed by the Commit-

tee, the first step, in the benevolent enterprise before them. We
must be apprized of the ability and disposition of the destitute.

They also must be very exfilicitlu., and particularly informed of

the nature and designs of the Institution, which searches out

their nakedness, and proffers them relief.

Having resolved upon the measures of more particularly ex-

ploring the missionary field, upon which we have entered, and

anticipating from it the most pleasing effects, the prospect was

suddenly clouded. Meii qualified to labour in this defiartment^

could not be found. Reasonable expectations, therefore, could

not be answered ; and the pleasure of our present meeting ex-

periences a very sensible diminution. Happy would the Direc-

tors be, in calling the attention of the Society to past atchieve-

ments. But this pleasure they must forego, and direct the at-

tention to what may and must be accomplished by persevering

cflfort, and by prayer. But it should be distinctly understood,

that the only reason why the operations of the Society have been

so tardy and inefficient is, the deficiency of spiritual labourers

above stated. Let the fact be proclaimed, and with increased em-

phasis in its progress ; because other benevolent Societies are

retarded in their operations by the same means; because the

blessed work of evangelizing the world must go on slowly in-

deed, unless the number of faithful Ministers is increased ; and

because many sections of the christian public, especially many
portions of the christian church, do not seem to be fully appriz-
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ed of the fact, and prepared to engage promptly, in any degree

answering to the nature of the demand, in the laudable efforts

now made, for this noble purpose.

Previous to the last Tuesday in April, the Rev. Samuel M.

Emerson was the only Missionary in the service of the Society.

During the period of twelve weeks, he visited the destitute places

west of Connecticut river, and those east of it, in the county of

Hampden. His journal contains much important matter, which

»will be highly useful, in shaping the future operations of the

Directors, but which may be properly omitted in their report.

Upon actual survey, Mr Emerson states, that most of the desti-

tute places are entitled to the commiseration of the christian

public, and that some of them are in a very deplorable condition.

Facts, which centuries have registered, testify, that blasting, mil-

dew, and death, pervade the region, where the life-giving influ-

ence of the gospel has ceased to operate. Individuals there,

may, indeed, fatten on the vices of the multitude : but the latter

AViLL ^^ wax worse and worse, deceivimg and behiff deceived.'^

Prejudices, natural in all men, when aided by false teachers and

false doctrines, grasp with an iron hand.

In most of the destitute places a church is organized. But

in many, she struggles for life, under the most oppressive cir-

cumstances. We find also, in them, many precious individuals,

not members of any church, who deeply bewail the moral deso-

lations in which they are involved, and who seem to be fully ap-

prized of the consequences, if the evil remain unremedied. To
both these descriptions of men, your Missionary was a welcome

messenger. To him likewise, they were refreshing friends. They

received him with great affection and respect, and begged him to

present to the Society their most grateful acknowledgements for

tlieir benevolent attentions and designs. Cheering is the hope,

that, at no very distant period, these brethren and friends in af-

fliction, may be blessed with the stated administrations of the gos-

pel, and find the number of their evangelical associates happily

increased.

The prime object of your Missionary was to explore. He
could therefore remain no longer in a place, than to enable him

to explain to the people particularly, the designs of the Society,
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to learn from them facts^ in respect to their state, and to ascer-

tain their views and feelings. He was enabled, however, to

preach, frequently, on other days besides the Sabbath, and to

converse with the people familiarly, in religious visits. In some

instances he was allowed to see some immediate benefit from

his efforts, and to rejoice in their fruits. In a few instances, he

was permitted to address a large and respectable audience, and to

perceive, as he explained the views of the Society, the bosom

heave with emotion ; the tear of joy and gratitude bedew the^

cheek, and the eye, apparently fixed in surprise, at a proposi-

tion, to them, so novel, and to the friends of truth so interesting

and delightful. His communications excited a lively interest in

behalf of the Society, and numbers, who had hitherto scarcely

deemed the Sabbath or the Bible worthy a thought, were induc-

ed to pause, and to question the correctness of their principles

and practice.

With few exceptions, the people he visited, would rejoice to

attend upon the stated labors of a congregational clergyman.

Both churches and congregations are full and particular in their

expressions of gratitude, and earnestly hope that the benevolent

intentions of the Society may be efFiciently pursued. They have

promptly engaged to make renewed and very special effort to

help themselves. In some cases, a respectable subscription was

filled, while your Missionary remained with them, to increase

the funds of the Society. In others, this has been done at a

subsequent period. Under the impulse produced by your

measures, sums from a hundred to a hundred and fifty dollars,

have been subscribed, where, for years previous, little or noth-

ing had been done. One Society, consisting of about thirty-five

families, have raised a sum, which actually amounts, within a

fraction, to one tenth of their income. To such a people, a

preached gospel is indeed, glad tidings of great joy. To aid

them in securing it, is a pleasure, which few can be willing to

deny themselves. In other places, many years destitute, there

is the prospect of the speedy settlement of a Minister, could a

little aid be insured, from some charitable fund. The good

people in this region, often said in their solicitude ; were it

practicable, we would sell our possessions, and seek a resi-
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dence where the Sabbath is sanctified and the ordinances of the

gospel enjoyed. None can doubt, that to such, the prospects

opened by this Society must be consoling.

It is important that the Directors state, for explanation, that

the sole reason why Missionaries were not earlier sent to the

eastern part of the state, is, that no suitable person could be ob-

tained.

Early in May, Mr. Emerson and Mr. Elam Clarke entered upon

a mission through the counties east of Connecticut river. From

their journals, the Directors have obtained an accurate know-

ledge of the number and condition of the destitute in that in-

teresting and important section of the state.*

In this region also, particularly in some of the counties on the

sea board, as well as in the western counties, destitute Parishes

and Churches present to the eye of benevolence, an extensive

and inviting field of operation. The Society will, unquestiona-

bly, be anxious to send them aid as speedily as is practicable,

and to all the extent of their ability. With hearts too full for

utterance, and with a solicitude that approaches to agony at the

prospect of denial, many of the destitute and feeble cry to us

for help. Under the wing of this Society, life may be preserv-

ed within them. Without its nursing infiuence, soon theii^

voice may no more be heard. Respecting one of the destitute

places, Mr. Emerson writes, " I have never visited a place

where more gratitude was manifested, for the benevolent de-

signs of the Directors. The question here was not, " shall we

condescend to accept assistance," but are we worthy to receive

it ? A public vote of thanks was passed unanimously, with an

earnest request that they might be brought under the considera-

tion of the Society." The members of the Society cannot but

be impressed by the recollection, that in the very region, where

some of the destitute are found, the founders of New England,

sought an assylum for civil and religious freedom, and with a

sacred devotion, which, probably has never been surpassed, con-

secrated themselves, their families, and their all to God. Their

example, under circumstances so appalling, shall /zroroA-e us to

* Extracts from journals and letters, may probably be communicated to

the public, through the medium of some of cur religious publications.
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zeal. At the close of his statement Mr. Claike says ;
'* The

churches I visited, many of which have long sat in sackcloth,

wept for joy on meeting your Missionary. To you they look, as

the instruments in the hands ofGod, which are to save them from

ruin. May their hopes be realized, and all your efforts be

crowned with success."

On the 6th of May, Rev. Luke Wood engaged in the service

of the Society. His designation embraces the parishes of Aga-

wam and Feeding hills, in West Springfield. He has been re-

ceived with kindness and gratitude, and has entered upon his du-

ties w^ith the prospect of immediate and permanent usefulness.

More than twenty years ago. Rev. Mr Griswold, who had the

pastoral charge of these Parishes, relinquished his claim for sup-

port from his people. From that period, though Mr. Griswold

has never in a formal manner, been dismissed from his charge,

and still living there, the Parishes have been disconnected. They

embrace a respectable number of weakhy and valuable inhabi-

tants, who deeply lament the withering and wasting influence of

a neglect of divine institutions, who believe a re-union of the

Parishes practicable, and who are uniting their efforts for so de-

sirable an issue. More than two hundred dollars have been

raised by them, and put at the disposal of this Society. Should

it please God, graciously to smile upon present efforts, we may

indulge the hope, that these churches will speedily enjoy the

stated labors of a Minister, and the friends of Zion, especially

in the vicinity, rejoice in their salvation.

Let it be here remarked, that, in employing a Missionary on

such ground, we have the best prospect of reaping the imme-

diate fruit of our labor. We find materials for a large and re-

spectable Ministerial charge ; but they are not organized. We
find also individuals of wealth and influence, who are awake to

the necessity of a reform, but who are unable to concentrate

the efforts of the people. We send them a Missionary. His

principal support is derived from their own resources. We pay

him only in part. The church is encouraged. The friends of

order look up. And by a combination of circumstances, which^

otherwise, could not have existed, the people become united,

quietly settle a Minister, and gladness and thanksgiving sweet-

en all their intercourse.
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Several Parishes, in other sections of the state, are in a simi-

lar situation, and similar aid shall be sent them, as soon as suit-

able men can be procured for the service.

Mr. Latham of Savoy, has been appointed to labor two or

three months in Savoy, Zoa and Florida : but no intelligencs

has been received from him since his appointment.

Such, Brethren, are the events ot the year, in respect to our

missionary operations. Although little has been done, great

things have been contemplated, and with the rational prospect

of success ; and our first anniversary presents us with occasion

for mutual congratulation. The good work has been com-

menced. Our Society is known to the public. The conviction

of its necessity and importance is gaining in strength and ex-

tent. Many are gratified by the plan. Others will participate

in the pleasure as they become more particularly informed of

its object ; and its concerns will secure a deeper hold upon the

affections of the benevolent. The enterprize is noble^ as well as

necessary. God will bless the means of his own appointment.

Look Brethren, upon the field, in which this Society has com-

menced its operations. It lies within the limits of one of the old-

est states in the union. It is encircled by an enlightened peo-

ple, highly distinguished by privileges both of a civil and a re-

ligious nature, and deservedly renowned for their christian lib»

erality. With promptness, zeal, and efficiency, which are truly

animating, have they engaged in the kind work of doing good.

Their zeal has provoked many ; its fruits have swelled with

grateful joy the hearts of thousands, and excited the acclama^

tions of angels. Can such a people be deaf to the cries of dis-

tress, which meet them even on the threshold of their own hab-

itations ? Tell them that in our own borders are found churches

and congregations, which have not enjoyed the instructions of

the gospel^ except in rare cases, for years, and that their prospects

are " dark and comfortless," and it is enough. Such a people

will feel, and will act. It is the business of this Society to lay

these wants before them, and to engage to perform the work of

supply, if they will give us the means. They will not suffer the

reproach, which must unavoidably rest upon them, should they

permit the evil to remain and to increase, without making suita-

ble efforts to remove it. They will thank us for undertaking
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tlie service, and bid us '' Ctod speed" both by their prayers, and

by an adequate supply of the means. Nor will they be slow to

believe that the prospect of success, is as flattering, as in any

entcrprize in which the religious public has engaged.

In respect to any objections to the operations of this Society,

in the minds of the serious portion of the community, we can only

say, in general terms ; look at facts, reflect and pray, before

you decide. From a particular examination of the subject, the

Directors may find it necessary, to extend aid to some churches

and congregations, which the careless observer might consider,

as not properly coming within the limits of our Chai'ity. " The
principle upon which they act is this

—

" Churches from whatever cause, unable for the time being, to

maintain divine ordinances, and in danger of becoming desolate,

without assistance, if they ask it, are appropriate objects of char-

itable aid. The grounds of this necessity may be various. But

from whatever cause the deprivation and danger of the church

may have arisen, the edification of believers, and the salvation
jj

of souls, exposed to perish without the means of grace, demand

the interposition of charity."

While this principle shall shape all their future operations, the

Directors would beg the patience, candor, and prayers of the

christian public, in the hope, that the fruits of this Society will

furnish just, and abundant occasion for joy, to all its members

and patrons.

In this enterprize, w^e have enough to engage our warmest

thoughts, and to occupy all the pecuniary resources we can

command. The Directors have not allowed themselves to doubt,

that prompt and liberal aid will be given and have shaped their

measures accordingly. They hope to employ a respectable

number of Missionaries during the present year, that, on the re-

turn of our next anniversary, they may tell the Society of won-

ders wrought for the needy through its means. By the Treas-

urer's report it will be seen, that contributions have, as yet been

received but from a few towns. Though other contributions and

bequests are daily expected, the benevolent are requested to re-

member that promfitness must precede efficiency. More than

twenty weeks of Missionary service has already been perform-

ed ; labourers are now on the field, and others we hope will soon
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enter it. The circular letter addressed to the churches early in

tlie winter past, has not yet been answered, by the contributions

anticipated. While we do not doubt the intention of the Pas-

tors and churches to attend to the object of the circular, we beg

leave to express our deep regret at their delay. Again, and in

this connection, is the request renewed.

Among the destitute and feeble we have awakened expecta-

tion ; and a smile has been lighted up in the aspect of despon-

dency. The light which has emanated from this Society, has

cheered the hearts of multitudes. And shall it prove to be like

the last glimmering of tlie evening dawn I Rather let it be like

the twilight of the morning, proclaiming to all the afflicted within

our limits, the approach of the glorious King of day—the speedy

bestowment upon them of the stated administration of the gos-

pel. We must not disappoint these expectations. Let not the

thrill of joy be succeeded by the accents of despair. Compel

not the Directors to say to these our kindred in affliction, bury

your hopes ;—struggle under your difficulties till you sink in the

grave :—go from the deprivations, which distresses you, to the

judgement, and there tell the Saviour, that churches, which are

"full and abound," have no bowels of compassion towards you.

But we will not indulge such fears. We will rather say to

those who have already done much, "be not weary in well doing."

Accept the proffer made to you by this Society. Give freely,

give liberally, give promptly, give nowy—and when we meet you

at the bar of God, we will confess to you our wrong, should you

then and thei'e say, that we have deceived you, and that God

forgot his promise.

THEOPHILUS PACKARD, ~1

JOHN KEEP,
j

HENRY LORD, )> Executive Committee.

EZRA STARKWEATHER,
|

NATHANIEL SIVHTH. J
Foted, That the Directors publish and distribute their report,

in the manner they shall judge most beneficial to the object of

the institution.

The Treasurer read his report, v/hich was accepted.

Voted, That it be published in detail accompanying the re

port of the Directors.
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Messrs. Nash, Catlin, and Cooley were appointed a Commit-

tee to make a nomination of persons to be chosen Directors.

Ballots were taken for the choice of (he Secretary, and the

Rev. Thomas Snell was chosen. In the same manner Josiah

Dvvight Esq. was chosen Treasurer, and Hon. Jonathan H.

Lyman, Auditor.

The Committee of nomination reported ; and ballots were

taken, from which it appeared that the following were chosen

Directors.

Clergy. Laymen.

Rev. Alvan Hyde, D. D. Joseph Woodbridge, Esq.

Theophilus Packard, David Mack, Esq.

Henry Lord, Hon. Ezra Starkweather,

John Keep, Nathaniel Smith, Esq.

Samuel Osgood, Hon. John Hooker,

Joshua Crosby, Col. Isarel E. Trask,

John Fisk, Gen. Salem Towne, Jr.

Jedidiah Morse, D. D. Hon. Nehemiah Cleaveland,

Samuel Worcester, D. D. Hon. William Reed,

Sereno E. D wight. Deacon Josiah Salisbury,

Richard S. Storrs, Jun. Henry Gray, Esq.

Oliver Cobb. Hon, Edward H. Robbins.

The annual sermon was delivered in the evening, by the

Rev. Dr. Mouse, from Acts ii. 46, 47.

Several letters from needy societies to the Treasurer were

read, and committed to the Directors.

The meeting was dissolved.

Jedidiah Morse, AIoderato7- pro tein.

Enoch Hale, Clerk.

General Association.

At twelve o'clock, Thursday June 24th, the Association re-

sumed their business.

Messrs. Hale, Taylor and J. Woodbridge, were appointed a

Committee to prepare a pastoral address for the next year.

Tht-. Committee appointed to devise the best method of ascer-

taining the state of the churches from year to year, made their

report, as follows, viz :
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That each Association report to this body, annually, the names

of the Ministers and churches included within its limits ; the

number of male and female members, in each church, on the

first day of January, in each year; the number of members re-

ceived by profession, or by letter ; the number of persons bap-

tized, and the number of deaths in the church the year preced-

ing ; and that a summary, exhibiting the state of each Associa-

tion, be read in connection with the religious narratives, and pub-

lished with the minutes.

The report was accepted.

Voted, That the Association have a recess till two o'clock-

Met according to adjournment.

Delegates to the Ecclesiastical bodies in connection with this

were chosen, as follows.

To the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the

United States, to meet at Philadelphia on the third Thursday of

May, 1820.

Rev. Zephaniah S. Moore, D. D, and Edward Whipple, Rev.

Sereno E. Dwight and John Fisk their substitutes.

To the General Association of Connecticut, to meet at Col-

chester, the od Tuesday in June, 1820.

The Rev, Messrs. Samuel Dana and John Keep, and Rev.

Messrs. Jonathan L. Pomeroy, and Heman Humphrey, their sub-

stitutes.

To the General Association of New Hampshire, to meet at

Haverhill on the 3d Tuesday of Sept. 1819.

Rev. Messrs. Samuel Osgood, and John Smith ; Rev. Messrs^

Experience Porter and Daniel Huntington, their substitutes.

To the Convention of Congregational and Presbyterian Min-

isters in Vermont, to meet at Burlington, on the 2d Tuesday in

September, 1819.

Rev. Messrs. Timothy M. Cooley and Reuben Emerson ; Rev.

Messrs. Rosvvell Hawks, and Gordon Dorrence, their substi-

tutes.

Messrs- Jennings, Harvey, Dwight, and Hale, were appointed

to nominate members of the Committee of Union.

Drs. Worcester and Hyde, and Rev. Mr. Snell were elected

members of that Committee.
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The committee appointed on the subject oi" distributing the

minutes, made their report as follows
;

That there be published annually, in the minutes, the names

of the several Associations within cur limits, and the names

of the Ministers, and of the vacant churches belonging to them ;

and that a notice be subjoined, pointing out to the ecclesiastical

bodies connected with us, in what way printed communica-

tions may be transmitted to us.

That the Secretary submit, through the proper channels, to

the respective ecclesiastical bodies, the expediency of giving,

in their minutes, similar lists and information.

That the Secretary propose, in the name of this Association,

to the respective ecclesiastical bodies, to supply all their minis-

ters with copies of the minutes of our proceedings, as soon as

they are published ; and to receive theirs in return for all the

ministers within our limits.

This report was accepted.

The Committee, appointed the last year to prepare a Pastoral

address to the churches in the commonwealth, reported a draft

;

which was read and accepted.

ADDRESS.

The Christian sustains a high and sacred character. He is

pardoned through the blood of Christ, sanctified by the Holy

.Ghost, and adopted into the family of God. The image of his

Maker is enstamped upon his mind, and there begins to shine

with moral and eternal beauty. He participates in hopes, and

privileges, and joys, with which the stranger intermeddles not.

Heaven is his destined home ; holy angels will be his associates

forever.

Such is the character, and such are the privileges of the dis-

ciples of Christ. They, therefore, are in a station of solemn re-

sponsibility. To them much is given, and from them will much
be required. By them God hath purposed to display his per-

fections, and through their instrumentality, the holy kingdom

of Emmanuel, is to be advanced among the nations, and trans-

mitted to rising and distant posterity.
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Prompted by a sense of our own duty, aiul by a deep solici-

tude for your spiritual welfare, and an earnest desire that you may

act in a manner correspondent to your high and honorable

calling, we beg leave to lay before you, Christian Brethren, some

of those considerations, which respect your duty, usefulness and

comfort, and the great interests of morality and true religion.

And we beseech you to receive the counsel, which we may now

tnve, witii the assurance that it is the counsel, of those, who are

no strangers to your duties and trials, and who claim " no do-

minion over your faith, but are helpers of your joy."

While attending to the state of religion and morals within our

limits, ourhearts have been divided between griefand joy. "Many

are purified and made white and tried, but the wicked will do

wickedly, and none of the wicked shall understand, but the wise

shall understand." We have abundant cause of thanksgiving to

the Father of mercies, for the glorious displays of his goodness

and grace in enlarging the borders of Zion. In many places,

the means of grace have been accompanied v/ith abundant effu-

sions of the Holy Spirit, and churches have been made to flour-

ish as the garden of God. Many of the young, and not a few

in the meridian of life, and some even in advanced age, have

been led to embrace the truth, unto salvation. Christians are

becoming more united, more decided and active in the cause of

religion, and moi'e enlarged in their feelings towards the objects

of religious charity.—But while our hearts are gladdened with

these encouraging tokens, do we not also witness an affecting

prevalence of impiety and vice ? Is not the sacred sabbath

mournfully polluted by unnecessary business, idle visits, and

wanton amusements? Is not the venerable name of God pro-

faned by perjury and impious oaths ? Do not multitudes, by

their worldliness, dissipation, stupidity, and impenitence, drown

their souls in perdition ? And does not the sin of intemperance

threaten many with the ruin of their substance, their health, and

their souls ?-=-And do we not find some places, even in this

highly favored section of country, that are now dark and deso-

late, where flourishing churches once existed, and the gospel

once shed its cheering light and influence ? " The remnant that

are left there,, are in great affliction and reproach, and the
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wail of Jerusalem is broken down." And if we look abroad

upon the nations of the earth, may we not adopt the emphatic lan-

guage of the r.postle John, "the whole would meth in

wickedness;" '* lieth as a man slain lieth, weltcnng in his

blood 1"

In this state of things, Brethren, what must be done ? It is

evident that much must be done. Our religion lays us under the

most solemn injunctions, to exert a continual and well directed

influence in reforming the vices, and clierishing the virtues of our

fellow men. In this work, much is to be effected by individual

influence and example, and still more, by the prudent and effi-

cient exertions of moral societies. Let the pulpit and the press

give faitliful warning, exposing the pernicious tendency of all

immoral conduct. On this subject there is no danger of an ex-

cessive zeal.

Brethren, " be sober be vigilant." Nothing is more appall-

ing to the consciences of ungodly men, than the aimable and

consistent deportment of the disciples of Christ. " Ye are the

salt of the earth
;
ye are the light of the world." An exhibition

of the precepts of Christ, to the eyes of men, by a life of self-

denial, watchfulness and prayer, has a powerful tendency to pro-

mote true piety, and counteract the influence of every species

of vice. We cannot therefore too earnestly beseech you, '' to lay

the foundation deep and strong in your own hearts." " Examine

yourselves whether ye be in the faith
;

prove your ovvnselves."

<'Let the word of Christ dwell in you, richly, in all wisdom."

Aspire after high attainments in vital experimental religion.

That you may increase in knowledge and holiness, and that

your light may shine witb a salutary influence upon others, at-

tend constantly and devoutly upon the means of grace. Let it

be seen that you highly appreciate the inspired scriptures, the

holy sabbath, and all the public ordinances of religion. Neglect

not " the secret devotion of the closet, which is so essential to

the life of your public services, that without it, the most spe-

cious appearances are bin splendid hypocrisy."

Many of you have the charge of families. As every family

should be a school of piety, your fldciily in this relation is of

more importance to your children, than ail other considerations

on earth. It is your diUy^ may v.e not add—that it is your dh-
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[ighf, to impart to them seasonable and salutary warning and in-

struction, and to lead tliem daily to the throne of grace in prayer.

Have you devoted them to God by the seal of baptism? Pay

unto God your vows. Are they exposed to unending ruin,

through the dominion of their unholy appetites, or by the cor-

rupting influL-nce of wicked example ? There is no want of ar-

guments and facts to prove the benign influence of a religious

education, in forming'the character for eternity. " Train up a

child in the wav he should go ;" such is the command ; "when

he is old he will not depart from it ;" such is the encouragement.

Many who have been the brightest ornaments of the church, and

who are now shining in their Fathei's kingdom, will ascribe their

salvation, under God the Holy Ghost, to the early attention and

pious zeal of their parents.

Sabbath schools and all associations of youth for religious in-

struction, merit special and extensive encouragement. The

young are the hope of the church. They should be often ad-

dressed with seriousness and affection, by the ministers of relig-

ion. And it is well worth the attention of churches and chari-

table associations, to furnish the children of the poor, with de-

cent apparel, that they may attend upon the means of public in-

struction.

Never was it more important, than it now is, for the church

to maintain sound doctrine, and " to contend earnestly for the

faith, which was once delivered unto the saints." We have fallen

upon times in which the most mischievous and pernicious errors

are propagated with zeal and success. It is the character of the

present age, not to deny, but to pervert, the scriptures of truth.

If faith is a term of salvation, then a cordial assent to the great,

essential doctrines of revealed religion, is as iiTiportant as salva-

j

tion itself. " Be not" therefore " carried about with divers and'

strange doctrines, for it is a good thing that the heart be estab-ii

lished with grace." Beware, also of substituting a mere assentU

to the truth, in the place of a holy practice; knowing thatjl

" faith without works is dead, being alone." \\

The visible church of Christ is the great instrument of en-
^

lightcnuig and reforming the Avorld. " It is a city set on a hill ;

which cannot be hid." By maintaining purity in doctrine and
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practice, she will exert an all pervading influence. For this

purpose Christ has intrusted to his people, the power of exer-

cising a salularj^ discipline, if, through false clemency, or crim-

inal inattention, this be neglected, the church will be trodden

under foot of men. Divinely excellent are the rules of Christ's

house. By a temperate and undeviaiing observance of these

rules, the church will be redeemed from reproach, and will

*' look forth as the morning, terrible as an army with banners."

In the great and systematic efforts, which arc now extensively

made by Protestant christians for the spread of the gospel, we

would invite you, Brethren, to a zealous and persevering co-op-

eration. It is the object of these efforts to rescue man from sin

and perdition. Every christian should press forward to take a

part in this sacred enterprize. By your prayers, your influence,

and your religious charities, you may become " workers to-

gether with God," in the most sublime of all his operations.

This is worth living for. In doing this, you will effect great

good, even after you are dead, and sweeten your memory with

the next generation.

'' The time is short." « Work while the day lasts," and so

an entrance shall be ministered to you abundantly, into the

everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

Amen.
By order of the Committee,

TIMOTHY M. COOLEY.
Pittsfield, June 24, 1819.

Voted, That the ministers in our connection be particularly

requested to read the foregoing address to their churches and

congregations.

The committee, on the proposition from the Union Associa-

tion, submitted a report, which was recommitted to Drs. Wor-

cester, Morse and Hyde, to report the ensuing year.

Voted, To adjourn till five o'clock to-morrow morning. The

session was closed with prayer by the Moderator.

Friday MorniTig, June 25.

Met according to adjournment. The session was opened

with prayer by the Moderator.

4
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Voted, That the conimunicalions respecting the state of re-

ligion be referred to the publisliing Committee, to draw up a

narrative.

The Rev, Drs Morse and Worcester, and Rev. Mr. Dwigbt

were appointed the Comiriittce of Publication.

Tne committee appointed to prepare an abstract of the written

and verbal communications relative to the state of religion within

the United States, generally ; and/iartJculariy within the bounds

of the General Association of Massachusetts Proper, report, as

follows.

In the representative bodies of the Congregational and Pres-

byterian clergy in the United States, Avhich assemble annually,

narratives of the state of religion, within their i-espective bounds,

are statedly given, which together furnish a full and authentic

view of the situation of the churches of these denominations,

also of the frontier settlements and waste places, throughout the

United States. As these bodies are united by a delegation from

each, to all the others, the narratives of the whole are combined,

and for the information of the christian community, annually pub-

lished by each body in the journals of their respective proceed-

ings, and interchanged ; and thus extensively circulated ; hereby

creating a common interest, and promoting brotherly love, among
a very large proportion of our American churches, spread over

our whole country.

From the documents laid before the committee, they have

made the following abstracts, which they present as their report.

In the county of Berkshire^ the churches are generally in a

state of peace. Sabbath schools are established in many of the

towns, and in every instance, with flattering prospects of useful-

ness. In the town of Adams there has recently been a revival

of religion among the Baptists ; and in Williamstown there has

been, and is still, a general revival of religion. About 150 are

considered as hopeful subjects of the work. A great propor-

tion of the members of Williams' College are either professors

of religion, or of sober life and conversation ; of late there has

been an increasing solemnity in the minds of the students.

Within the limits of the Mountain Association, there are sev-

eral towns in which there is more than common attention to I'e-

iigion, especially in Cummington, Peru, and Worthingion. In
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Worthington a revival commenced in April last, which still con-

tinues. It is principally among young persons of both sexes.

In one house, five children, it is believed, have become pious.

The whole number of hopeful converts has not been ascertained.

It may be 100, or more. About 40 are propounded for admission

into the church.

In Hamfishire Central Association, sabbath schools are gen-

erally established. The monthly concert of prayer is observed

in every church, charitable institutions meet with much encour-

agement. Three charitable societies tire intimately connected

with the Association, v'z. a Bible society, a Foreign mission so-

ciety, and an Education society. The Education society has at

present eight beneficiaries under us patronage. To the funds

of the Education society the people of Southampton have re-

cently subscribed S' 000 ; the heirs of the estate of Jonathan

Judd, Esq. late of that town, have given SIOOO ; and Mr, John

Ashley, of West Springfield, has also made a donation of gl 206*

The state of religion in the churches belonging to this Asso-

ciation, during tiie past year, has been peculiarly encouraging.

In Amherst, about 50 have been hopefully converted, and several

of the students of the Academy in that place are among the

number. In Granby 50 have been propounded for admission

into the church ; and in South HadU y 54. In each of these

places nearly double these numbers, it is supposed, have become

pious. In Bclchertown, about 180 have made a public profes-

sion of religion, Northampton has been favored with a general

revival. About 80 have been admitted to the church, and as

many more will probably be received soon. The gracious op-

erations of the SiMiit are still continued. In addition to these

particulars, it may be observed, that most of the remaining

churches connected with the Association have been favored,

during the year past, in a greater or less degree, with the influ-

ence of the Holy Spirit.

To Ham/iden Association are 10 vacant churches. Charitable

insticutions for various religious purposes are numerous, and lib-

erally supported. In several towns there have been revivals of

religion. In Munson 97 have been added to the church ; and

in Wfstfield, 91.

The churches within the limits of the Brookjield Association

have never before witnessed such a season of revivals as have oc-
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curred during- the past year. Nine towns, out of twenty, have

been visited with a special and powerful work of God ;
and in

many of the remaining towns there have been favorable appear-

ances. In Enfield, 100 have been united to the charch ; in New-

Braintree, 76 ; in Norlh-Brookfiekl, 22 ; and in West-Bropk-

field, 82. In Ware, 50 have joined the church, a large propor-

tion of whom are aged,—many arc between 50 and 80 years of

age. In Western, 56 have made a profession of religion ; in

Spencer, 21; in Palmer, 82 ; and in Brimfield, 76. In all these

towns, there are many who have become hopefully pious, Avho

have not yet united themselves to the church.

The Union Association is composed of the pastors of 14

churches in Boston and the vicinity. In the congregation in

Dorchester, under the care of the Rev. Mr.Codman, a more than •

usual attention has existed. Twenty-three were added to the

church during the year. A similar work of grace has existed at

Easton. The Auxiliary Education Society of the county of Nor-

folk, with which nine of the churches and congregations of this

Association are in a greater or less degree connected, is the most

operative county association for that purpose within the com-

monwealth. A Female Auxiliary Education Society, and an

Auxiliary Education Society of the young men of Boston, have

been formed within the year, and have contributed very liberally

to the funds of the parent institution. Two of the churches in

Boston, one of them connected with this Association, have also

become Auxiliary Education societies, and support, each of

them two beneficiaries. The same churches have undertaken

to support one of the Missionaries about, to be sent to Jerusa-

lem. The Society for the Moral and Religious instruction of

the poor in Boston has supported two Missionaries throughout

the year in that town ; and during one fourth of the year, five

young men, in addition to these Missionaries, have been labor-

ing in the same field. The same Society has established sab-

bath schools in most of the parishes in Boston. Its members

have been in labors more abundant, and God has appeared ex-

tensively to prosper the work of their hands. Sabbath schools,and

Charitable Societies for various religious purposes, have been

established in the First Church and congregation in Charles-

town, the Second Church in Dorchester, both connected with
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the General Association, and also in the other churches belong-

ing to the Union Association.

From the Association of Salem and Vicinity^ nothing inter-

esting was related ; except that there had been unusual atten-

tion to religion in Marblehead.

From tlie other Associations connected with this body, no par-

ticular information was communicated.

The Theological Seminary at Andover, under the care of

four Professors, has 100 students, a large proportion of whom
are supported, in whole or in part, by charity.

The narrative of the state of religion within the bounds of

the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church contains

much animating information. The reports of the several

Presbyteries represent, tlfat without an exception, the cause of

evangelical truth is attended with a gradual and uniform suc-

cess. On almost every section of the church, God has been

pleased to bestow some refreshing showers of grace. And, al-

though it does not appear that he has, in any instance, displayed

such wonders of mercy, as in some former years, yet it is be-

lieved, that the accessions to the church during the past year,

have been about as numerous as at any former period ; and that

the great and permanent interests of religion have been more

extensively promoted, than heretofore. The monthly concert

of prayer is almost universally observed. Sabbath schools have

been formed, in great numbers, in almost all the Presbyteries,

and with high promise of extensive usefulness. In the city of

New-York, from 8000 to 10,000 children are instructed every

Lord's day; and in Philadelphia, from 12,000 to 14,000. The

African school, intended to qualify young persons of color for

the Gospel Ministry, which is now under the direction of the

Synod of New York and New Jersey, will probably soon re-

ceive the aid of several more Synods, and become more extend-

ed in its operations. It is estimated that there are about 300

young men, supported by the funds of the several Education

Societies in the United States, in different stages of preparation

for the Gospel Ministry. In the Theological Seminary at

Princeton, there have been 67 students during the past year, of

whom 56 still remain. Twenty-eight of the students, have been

supported, through the past year, chiefly by Cent Societies, un-

der the patronage of benevolent females.
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From the General Association of Conneciiciit we learn, that

the past year has not been marked with those signal tokens of

divine favor, which have distinguished preceding years. With

few exceptions, there has been a suspension of the special and

powerful operations of the Spirit of God. A great degree of

harmony, however, appears to prevail among pastors and

chuiches throughout the state. The number of vacant churches

is uncommonly small. Many waste places have been in a meas-

ure repaired, through the instrumentality of the Domestic Miss-

ionary Society. In some instances the Loid has appeared in his

glory to build up Zion, by the special effusions of his Spirit. In

Haddam, Ashford, Bolton, and Colchester there have been ex-

tensive revivals. Partial seasons of refreshing have also been

experienced in Litchfield, South Farms, Winsted, and Wash-

ington, in the county of Litchfield. The Foreign Mission

school, established in Cornwall, and the Connecticut Asylum

for the instruction of the deaf and dumb, established in Hart-

ford, are in a flourishing condition. The general concert of

prayer, is universally observed in the churches of the Associa-

tion.

From a report made in September last, to the General Asso-

ciation of J\''e'iv Hampshire, it appears, that there had been revi-

vals in various places in that state, during the year preceding.

In Chichester, 107 had united with the church ; in Epsom, 20
;

in Nelson, 27; in North -Hampton, 19 ; in Groton, 16; and in

Mount Vernon, 71. In Holies, it was hoped, that more than

100 had become pious. In Winchester, Fitzwilliam, and Sul-

livan, there had likewise been special attention to religion.

Sabbath schools were established in many places and were fast

increasing.

From the General Convention of Congregational and Pres-

byterian Ministers, in Vermont, their Delegate, Rev. Mr.

Wright, presented an interesting statement, from which we

make the following extracts,

" Revivals of religion in Vermont have been less frequent, and

less extensive the past year, than in some former years. The

churches are generally in peace, and appear to be " striving

together for the faith of the gospel."

In the congregational societies, good attention is given to the

preached word, where it is enjoyed ; but very many ef our
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churches are small, and the people of the towns where they

are situated, divided into so many different denominations, that

no regular ministry of any denomination can be supported.

There is reason to believe, hoAvever, that the truly pious of dif-

ferent denominations are becoming more friendly towards each

other, less tenacious of their peculiarities in regard to modes

and forms, more disposed, in their communications, to dwell on

those great principles in which all, who are born of the Spirit,

substantially agree. In some towns, dangerous errors are pro-

pagated, it is feared, with some success ; but there is no doubt, that

evangelical religion, on the whole, is gaining ground in this state.

P Conferences and prayer meetings among Christians are well

attended ; and it deserves to be especially noticed, that female

associations for prayer, are numerous and increasing. The
monthly concert is very generally attended by Christians ; and

with increasing interest.

Sabbath schools are rapidly multiplying, and promise incalcu-

lable benefit to the rising generation. P'amily reliy,ion is also

more strictly attended to, and many of the churches, are awak-

ing to a sense of their obligations to baptize children, whom
the head of the church has placed under their care.

A spirit of liberality, in regard to the various benevolent in-

stitutions, which distinguish this favored age, and which are the

glory of our country, is also increasing among christians, whose

example has excited others to cast in liberally into the treasury

of God. As evidences of the increase of christian liberality, it

may be proper to mention the recent formation of female soci-

eties for missionary purposes, even in some of the waste places

of Zion, where but a handful are found to seek and pray for

her prosperity ; also the recent establishment of a general Ju-

venile Missionary Society designed to be extended throughout

the state, which, so far as exertions have been made, has obtain-

ed a patronage unparalelled by anybenevolent institution ever yet

formed in Vermont. It is proper also to mention, that meas-

ures are about to be taken to establish a branch of the American

Education Society for this state and its borders ; a convention

of Delegates from the several Associations being appointed, to

be holden on the last Tuesday of the present month for that

purpose. Nor are we deprived of the pleasure of recording
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to the honor of our Redeemer's name, revivals of relii^ioi)

\viihin the past year. A considerable number of towns have

been visited, and are now enjoying refreshing showers of grace.

On the whole, it is considered that the friends of Zion in Ver-

mont have much cause to thank God and take courage.

Within a few years God has greatly enlarged her borders in

this state, and the subjects of his grace appear generally to

v.'alk in some comfortable measure worthy ot the high vocation

wherewith they are called. It is indeed a mournful considera-

tion that iniquity extensively abounds, that thousands regard

not the work of the Lord, nor consider the operation of his hand
;

that a large proportion ofour towns, especially in the northern sec-

tion, of the state, are destitute of the stated ministration of the

word and ordinances oi the gospel, and the cry for Missionary

help is loud and affecting. But we trust the cry of those, who

are grieved for the afflictions of Joseph, will be heard in Heaven.

God will arise and piead his cause. The time to favor Zion in

this region, as well as elsewhere, will come, and these waste

places will share in the triumphs and the joys of that day,

" when the mountain of the Lord's house shall be established

upon the tops of the mountains, and exalted above the hills, and

all people shall flow unto it."

Such is the general view of the stale of religion in our coun-

try, which the Committee are enabled to present to the Christian

public. Connected with a view of the progress of truth, and

the prosperity of Zion in other parts of the world, the prospect

opened to the friends of the Redeemer are highly animating,

and their encouragement to continued and increased action un-

commonly great. Good soldiers of Jesus Christ will not be

discouraged or intimidated by difficullies and opposition, how-

ever formidable, knowing that the battles they fight are the

Lords', and that under Him, as their Captain, they shall as-

suredly triumph at last, and be crowned with life and eternal

glory. The dawnings of better days already appear. " The

night is far spent ; the day is at hand."~Soon the " Angel,

standing on the sea and on the earth, lifting his hand to heaven,

shall swear by him that liveth forever and ever, that there shall

be time no longer." The voice addressed to all by these events,

and these prospects, is—" Prepare to meet thy God,"
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Voted, That the next meeting of this body be within the

limits of the Association of Salem and vicinity, and that it be

referred to that Association to determine the place.

Voted, That the Mountain Association be requested to fur-

nish the preacher.

Voted unanimously^ That the thanks of this body be present-

ed to the Rev, Mr. Humphrey, and the church and people of

Pittsfield, for the very marked kindness and hospitality which

they have manifested to this body, during the present session
;

and to the choir of singers, for their generous and christian at-

tentions, and to express to them the high satisfaction afforded

by their excellent performances.

The committee appointed to audit the accounts of the Treas-

urer made their report, which was accepted.

Voted, That it be the duty of the delegates to pay annually,

ihe amount of taxes due from the several associations, whether

they have collected it or not.

Voted, That this Association entertain sentiments of high re-

spect for the society organized for the colonization of free

blacks, that they most earnestly wish success to its noble and

interesting objects ; that they assure the Directors of their co-

operation, and beg them to persevere in the good work so favor-

ably commenced.

Voted, That a copy of this vote be transmitted to the secre-

tary of the society.

Voted, That the thanks of the Association be presented to

the Rev. Moderator, Secretary and Scribes, for their faithful

services during the present session.

Voted, That after singing and prayer, the Moderator adjourn

ihe Association sine die.

Prayer being offered by Rev. Mr. Turner, the Association

was accordingly adjourned.

SAMUEL SHEPARD, Moderator.

SERENO E. DWIGHT, Scribe.

Attest—JOSEPH VAILL, Jssistant Scribe.



34

The General Association ofMassachusetts Proper,

embraces the following particular Associations, num-

bered from West to East—viz.



>

Mrs. Hannali More's Works
Barlas* Sermons
Owen's Exposition

La Perouse*s Vojages
Burders Oriental Customs
riervej*s Works
Buck's do.

Wardlaw's Discourses

Life of Spencer
Clarkson's life of Penri

Federalist

Parai'ise Lost, neat edition

Memoirs of Obookiah
Do. of Miss Caroline Smelt

Wilbur's Catechism

M-Dowell's Bible Questions

Tv tier's History

Taylor and Hampton on Atonement
Smith's Letters^;o Belsham
Young Minister's Companion
Reid's Works
Scott's Reply to Tomline
Mosheims History

Harmer's Observations

Calmet'g Dictionary
* Morse's Universal Geography abridged,

1 vol. 8vo. fine

Do. do. common
— Geography made easy for schools, 20th edit,

(July 1819) neatly printed
• Gazetteer of the Eastern and Western con-

tinents 2 vols.

' History ofNew-England
CHRISTIAN ORATOR, a new school book for the

higher classes, 3d edit. 18mo, bound, 75
£This book is recommended by the Ut. Rev. Bishop Griswold, the Pro-

fessors of the Theological Institution at Andover,- Kev. Drs. Worcestei*^
Dana, M'Farland, and others.

3

• This and the foUovying works are for sale, vholesaleand retail, by
West Richardson and Lord, Lincoln and Edmands, and S. T. ArrEsttongf,
Booksellers, Boston ; H. Hudson & Co. and G. Goodwin & Sons, Hartford ;

Howe and Spaulding, New Haven ; W. Williams, Utica ; W, W- Wood-
-ward, Philadelphia ; Gushing and Jewett, Baltimore ; Pattevsoa and Lam-
-Jen, Pittsburgh. '

12 00



Morsels Universal Geography, 2 vols, 8ro» ne'ib

^ition, just from the press, corrected, and enlarged. §9 00
Extractfrom the Author's Preface.

*' The present edition has been very carefully revised. Many
things, which the recent wonderful changes in the state of

the world had rendered incorrect and useless, have been
omitted to give room for the abundant new matter furnished

by the numet-ous publications produced in these eventful

times. A thorough and very laborious revision of Europe
has been made ; its civil divisions as settled by the tr )aiy of
Vienna, of 1815, noted and described, and its whole arrange-

ment altered so as to accord with thtr present peace establish-

ment.
Under the several divisions of Asia, much that is nt^^ will

be found, and the recient changes in their boundaries, and ift

other respects, noted, as far as our informatioji extended.

AFRICA, in consequence of the mjiny new and impprtant

discoveries, which have lately been made in almost all part»

of it, has undergone an entire change in the arrangement of

its divisions, and in most cases a new description, or nearly

so> of these divisions has been given. The progress of dis-

covery in no part of the world, within the last ten years, ha»
bfen so great as in this.

I» South-Amektca, the valuable and authentic documents
furnished to otir government by their Commissioners, sent

In visit this quarter of the world ; also Mawe's de;>cription of

Brazil, have been faithfully and patiently examined, and their

substance incorporated into this work.

The accounts of the Russian, Danish, atid Bkjtish Do-
MiMONs in North-America, that of the latter especially, have

undergone 3 thorough revision, and very considerable and
valuable additions have been made to them. Such notice of

the late northern expeditions for discovery has been taken,

as the information at the time furnished.

But the greatest improvements have been made in our own
country, the United States, Under this head, the new
boundaries; according to the late treaty with Spain, are given ;

the new States and Territories are named and described ; an<3

the progress of things generally—the various improvementB
in agriculture, arts, .science, literature and religion exhibited,

giving a view of all such things, as pertain to geography,

down to the present time.

It has been a particular object of the author in the revision

of his whole work, in this age of Mmi'on*, to point out and

describe the various missionary stations in thc^ different quar-

ters of the world, for the gratilBcation of the Christian commu-
tiity."

ATLAS for do, S7 00
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THE

GENERAL ASSOCIATION

OF MASSACHUSETTS PROPER

CONVENED AT BEVERLY

JUNE 27, 1820.

Present) the following members.

\ Berkshire Association,

[Mountain Association,

I Franklin Association,

[Hampshire Central As-
sociation,

\iHampden Association,

iBrookJield Association,

Union Association,

Association ofSalem and
Vicinity,

Haverhill Association,

pld Colony Association,

general Assembly of

I

Preshyt, Churches,

general Association of
Connecticut,

General Association of
New Hampshire,

xeneral Convention of
|,

Vermont,

Minister of the place,

Rev. JOSEPH W. DOW.
Rev. ROSWELL HAWKES,

^ Rev. THEOPHILUS PACKARD.
I Rev. THOMAS SHEPARD.

y Rev. VINSON GOULD.
\ Rev. WINTHROP BAILEY.

] Rev. JOHN KEEP.
^Rev. EBENEZER BROWN.
5 Rev. MUNSON C. GAYLORD.
|Rev. ELIAKIM PHELPS.
Rev. JAMES SABINE.

5 Rev. DAVID JEWITT.
J Rev. OTIS ROCKWOOD.
5 Rev. JACOB EASTMAN.
^ Rev. JOSHUA DODGE.
C Rev. OLIVER COBB.
J Rev. WILLIAM T. TORREY.
\ Rev. EDW'D. D. GRIFFIN, D.D.

^ Rev. SALMON GIDDiNGS.
C Rev. DEODATE BROCKWAY.
^Rev. JOHN LANG DON.
] Rev. DAVID SOUTHERLAND.
I
Rev. NATHANIEL WELLS.

5 Rev. JOSIAH HOPKINS.
[Rev. ELIJAH LYMAN.
Rev. ENOCH HALE, Secretary.

Rev. DAVID OLIPHANT. '
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The Association being called to order by the Rev. Mr.

Oliphant, made choice of Rev. Theophilus Packard, for Mod-

erator, Rev. Eliakim Phelps for Scribe, and Rev. Thomas

Shepard for Assistant Scribe. The certificates of delegation

were exhibited, and the session opened with prayer by the

Moderator,

Messrs. Hale, Gould, and Lyman, were appointed a Com-

mittee of arrangements.

Voted, that a season of Prayer be observed at 5 o'clock

to-morrow morning. Messrs. Gould, Langdon, Keep, and

Sabine, were appointed a Committee to take minutes of the

state of religion.

Voted, to adjourn till 8 o'clock to-morrow morning—closed

with prayer by the Moderator.

Wednesday morning, June 28. The Association met agree-

ably to adjournment. The meeting was opened with prayer

by the Moderator.

The Committee of arrangements made their report.

Messrs. Hale, Gould, and Bailey, were appointed a Com-

mittee to report a standing rule for nominating delegates to

Ecclesiastical bodies in our connexion.

Messrs. Eastman, Torrey, Dow, Jewitt, and Gaylord, were

appointed a Committee to nominate delegates to Ecclesiastical

bodies, and also members of the Committee of Union for the

present year.

Messrs. Brown and Sabine were appointed a Committee

to audit the accounts of the Treasurer, and to report the sum

to be paid at the next annual meeting.

Rev. Dr. Woods, and Rev. Mr. Snell were invited to siti

as honorary members of the Association.

Reports were read from the Delegates to other Ecclesias-

tical Bodies.

Mr. Snell, in behalf of the Committee of Union, laid upon

the table the minutes of that Committee, as their report toi

this body ; which was accepted, and is as follows :

—



At a meeting of the Committee of Union^ at the house of the Rev,

Abel Flint, D.D. in Hartford, October 20, 1819,

Present,

Rev. Messrs. ABEL FLINT, D.D. ( From the General
LYMAN BEECHER,D.D. (Association of Conn.

ALVAN HYDE, D.D.
THOMAS SNELL.

' From the General

Association ofMass.

Proper.

The Rev. Dr. Hyde was chosen Chairman, and the Rev.

Dr. Flint Scribe.

The meeting was opened with prayer by the Chairman.

A communication was exhibited to the Committee, from the

Secretary of the General Association of New Hampshire, stat-

ing, that that body had postponed, for further consideration,

the report of the joint committee, which met at Northampton

last fall.

A communication was also exhibited from the Rev. John

Griswold, containing a resolve passed by the General Conven-

tion of Vermont, at their last meeting, purporting, that that

body declined choosing delegates to the Committee of Union,

pursuant to the recommendation of the joint committee, at

their meeting last fall.

These communications having been maturely considered,

Voted, That it is expedient the Committee proceed to busi-

ness.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 7 o'clock.

In the evening a Sermon was preached by Doctor HydC;

from Isaiah Hi. 8.

October 21, met according to adjournment—Prayer by

Dr. Beecher.

Voted, That, in the opinion of this committee, it is expedi-

ent, for the reasons subjoined to this vote, that the Committee

of Union be continued, and, that such measures be adopted

by the General Associations now represented, as they shall

j

judge proper, to endeavour to secure the cooperation of the

I
General Association of New-Hampshire, and the General Con-



vention of Vermont, and fo induce them to delegate members

to the Committee of Union.

Reasons. 1. The great and essential interests of the dif-

ferent sections of the Congregational Church, in New-England,

though extended through different civil jurisdictions, are, re-

ligiously considered, one. So congenial are their views of

doctrine, and modes of worship and discipline, that one mem-
ber cannot suffer, and the whole body not suffer with it ; or

one be honoured, and the whole not partake of the joy.

2. It is desirable, for purposes of general safety, and effi-

cient exertion, that the several congregational churches, in

New England, become more consolidated. There is an influ-

ence resulting from concentrated interest and action, which is

the legitimate right of every religious denomination ; and 1

which it is their duty to exert for the prosperity of religion.

3. To produce an increased union of the Congregational

Churches, it seems to be desirable, that one ecclesiastical

body should exist, composed of delegates from the several

state Associations, whose exclusive work it shall be, to con-

sult the general safety and prosperity of those churches ; and

whose deliberations and recommendations shall be the com-

prehensive judgment of (he whole. The welfare of the New-

England Churches seems to require, that their common inter-

est receive a more deliberate attention, than can be paid to it,

by the state Associations, during the short period of their ses-

sions, occupied, as they must be, with the increasing cares of 1

their local concerns.

4. It would be strange, if, in the progress of society, inn

New-England, no change should have taken place in our in--

ternal character, or external relations, which should demand

the accommodation of the principles of Congregational gov-'

ernraent to our altered circumstances ; and render improve-

ment, without innovation, or dereliction of original principles,-

both desirable and practicable. May not the annual appoint*'

ment of a Committee of Union, have a happy influence tO(

guard against hasty attempts at innovation, and partial and'

premature efforts at emendation, which might endanger thef

symmetry and peace of the whole ?



5. ThejTe is much individual reflection, and much inquiry

as to the ways and means of promoting the prosperity of the

Church, which God, by our fathers, planted in this land ; and

with this view, various plans are occasionally suggested,

which, without some mode of being collected and embodied,

will be lost as to any great practical result. To preserve

from oblivion useful reflections and plans : to embody and

present them with the result of their own deliberations ; and,

generally, to exhibit their views of the exigencies of the

church, with the ways and means of her prosperity ; seems

to be an employment worthy the deep attention of a Commit-

tee to be annually appointed for that purpose.

The Rev. Abel Flint, D. D. was chosen Secretary of the

Committee of Union, to hold the office during the pleasure of

the Board.

Voted, that the next meeting of the Committee of Union,

be at Springfield, Massachusetts, the third Wednesday of Oc-

tober 1820, at eleven o'clock, A. M.

The Rev. Lyman Beecher, D D. was appointed to preach

at the next meeting of the Committee of Union ; and the Rev.

Samuel Worcester, D.D. was appointed his substitute.

The meeting was closed with prayer by the Rev. Nathan

Perkins, D D. who being providentially present, was request-

I ed to perform that service.

I. Attest,

I

ABEL FLINT, Scribe.

Messrs. Snell, Woods, and Hopkins, were appointed a

Committee, to report what measures shall be adopted by this

i Association in regard to the general objects of the Committee

1 of Union.

I

Messrs. Dodge, Wells, and Gaylord, were appointed a

I

Committee to report a method of transmitting our printed

i
minutes to other Ecclesiastical bodies, of receiving and dis-

tributing their minutes sent to us, and of distributing our own

I

minutes.

Voted, that Rev. Messrs. Keep, Langdon, and Southerland

be a Committee to consider the expediency of religiously ob-
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serving the Second Centurial Anniversary of the landing of

our forefathers in New England.

At ten o'clock the Association attended Divine Service.

The Associational Sermon was preached by Rev. Roswell

Hawkes, from Amos, vii. 2. " By whom shall Jacob arise ?

for he is small.
^''

Voted, that the narratives of the state of religion be given

in, after a recess of ten minutes, from the close of the com-

munion service of the afternoon.

The Committee, to whom was referred the subject respect-

ing the Committee of Union, made the following Report, which

was accepted.

Your Committee beg leave to present the following re- •

port ;—namely,

That, as various ends, of great importance to the general

interests of religion, may, in their opinion, be secured by the

Committee of Union, it is expedient that every proper exertion

be made to continue its existence, and to increase the number

of its members, and the extent of its influence : and that, in

pursuance of the object brought before us, by the last report

'

of the Committee of Union, the Delegates, who shall be ap-

pointed to attend the next meetings of the General Associa-

tion of New Hampshire, and the General Convention of Ver-

mont, be instructed to communicate to those Ecclesiastical

bodies, the above named report, and to suggest any additional

reasons, which they may judge proper, to induce them to del- I

egate members to join the Committee of Union in their future

meetings.

Voted, that the style of this Association be changed, from

" The General Association of Massachusetts Proper," to the

" General Association of Massachusetts."—:Adjourned till two.

At two attended divine service appointed by the directors

of the Domestic Missionary Society. The Sermon was

preached by Rev. Thomas Snell, after which the ordinance of

the Lord's Supper was administered. After a short recess the

Association proceeded to hear a narrative of the state of re-'

ligion.
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Adjourned until 8 o'clock tomorrow morning, after prayer

by the Moderator.

Thursday morning, June 29. Met agreeable to adjourn-

ment. The meeting was opened with prayer, by the Mode-
rator.

The Association proceeded to the choice of delegates to

ecclesiastical bodies in our connexion, and the following gen--

tlemen were chosen.

To the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Churches of

the United States, to meet at Philadelphia on the third Thurs-

day in May, 1821. /

Rev. SERENO E. DWIGHT, and

Rev. JOHN FISK.

Rev. JOHN KEEP, and ) ,, . , ,.5 ,

Rev. WARREN FAY, 5
^^"^ substitutes,

To the General Association of Connecticut, to meet at

Thompson on the 3d Tuesday in June, 1821,

Rev. HEMAN HUMPHREY, and

Rev. BROWN EMERSON.
Rev. SAMUEL GILE, and > ,, . , ,. ,

Rev. ALFRED ELY, \
^^''^ ^^'^^^^^«^^^-

To the General Association of New Hampshire, to meet

at Portsmouth; on the third Tuesday of September, 1620.

Rev. EXPERIENCE PORTER, and

Rev. DANIEL HUNTINGTON.
Rev. JOHN CODMAN, and

Rev. OLIVER COBB, their substitutes.

To the General Convention of Congregational and Presby-

terian ministers in Vermont, to meet at Westminster, on the 2d

Tuesday of September, 1820.

Rev. ROSWELL HAWKES, and

Rev. JOHN WOODBRIDGE.
Rev. EBEN'R PORTER, D.D.
Rev. JOSHUA DODGE, '

^**^^^*^*<^«^-
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To the Committee of Union, to meet at Springfield, Mass.

on the 3d Wednesday of October, 1820.

Rev. ALVAN HYDE,
Rev. THOMAS SNELL,
Rev. LEONARD WOODS, D.D.

Voted, that the business of the Association be suspended,

to give opportunity to the Domestic Missionary Society to

transact the business of their meeting.

At two P. M. the Association resumed business, and the

following resolutions were adopted.

Inasmuch as this Association feel an interest in the pro-

motion of good Psalmody, and have understood that such a

measure would be agreeable to the Editor of " Christian Psal-

mody ;" therefore

Resolved, That they will raise a Committee, to advise the

Editor with regard to any revision or future edition of thos6

Psalms and Hymns.

Voted, that Messrs. Fay, R. Emerson, Woods, S. E.

Dwight, and Codman, be this Committee.

The Committee appointed to report a standing rule for ap-

pointing delegates to foreign bodies, made the following re-

port, which was accepted.

Your Committee appointed for the purpose, beg leave to

report, that in the choice of delegates to ecclesiastical bodies

in our connexion, a nomination be made to this Association by

the particular Associations in the following order, viz.

That, for the next year, the Berkshire Association nom-

inate one delegate from their own body, to the Vermont Con-

vention 5 the Mountain Association, in like manner, a dele-

gate to the General Association of New Hampshire ; the

Franklin Association to nominate a delegate to the General

Association of Connecticut ; the Hampshire Association a del-

egate to the General Assembly ; and the Hamden Associa-

tion, a delegate to the Committee of Union ; that the otheri

delegates be nominated in the same order by the remaining]

five Associations, in the following order.—The Brookfieldi
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Association, the Union, the Salem, the Haverhill, and the Old

Colony.—That in the succeeding year, the same order shall

commence with the Mountain Association ; and thus in rota-

tion, the several Associations shall proceed in the nomina-

tions, and the nominations be confirmed or rejected by a hand

vote.

The Report of the Committee appointed to consider the

expediency of religiously observing the second Centurial An-

niversary of the landing of our forefathers in New England,

made the following Report, which was accepted.

Signal have been the merciful dispensations of Divine

Providence, towards our beloved country ; and to no part of

it more so, than to New England. The first settlers of New
England were men of extraordinary endowments. They wpre

men of Prayer, and had power with God. The blessings

which have been procured for their descendants by their in-

strumentality, have been of the richest kind, and they call for

our most grateful remembrance. The present is the 200th

year since our venerable ancestors first landed on the shores

of Plymouth. Their descendants have become a numerous

people, and numerous churches have arisen and are tlourish-

ing, where one vast wilderness spread before them. With

these descendants, no period in history awakens more inter-

esting emotions, than that when their forefathers, who fled

from oppression, found an asylum on these shores. This

event should be commemorated with sacred joy and thanks-

giving, and a correct history of the church which has here aris-

en, be furnished, that God may have the glory of all his works,

and that the people generally may have presented to them the

reasons why they should praise the God of their Fathers, and

dedicate themselves to his service forever. Therefore

Resolved, 1, That it be recommended to the churches and

congregations in connexion with the General Association, to

observe the 22d day of December next, as a day of Prayer,

Praise and Thanksgiving.

2. That on that day, the people be assembled for religious

worship.
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3. That ministers be requested to notice in their sermons

the character of the first settlers of New England, and the di-

vine dispensations towards their descendants.

4. That they also on the occasion, give a history of the

churches with which they are respectively connected.

The following vote passed the General Association of Connecticut,

at their late session.

Resolved, that it be recommended that the day which may

be agreed upon by the General Association of Massachusetts,

as the anniversary of the landing of our Ancestors in New
England, two Centuries ago, be religiously observed by the

churches in connexion with this body, as a suitable occasion

on which to commemorate the virtues of our ancestors, to re^

view the dealings of God with the American churches, and im-

plore the blessing of God on a rising country, and that the

delegates of this body to other ecclesiastical bodies in New
England, communicate this vote to those bodies.

A true copy of the minutes.

Attest,

JOSEPH HARVEY, Scribe,.

Colchester, June 22, 1820.

Voted, that Messrs. Cannon, Packard, and Jenkins, be a

Committee to prepare a pastoral address for the next year.

The Committee appointed to devise measures for forward*

ing and distributing printed minutes, made the following Re-

port, which was accepted.

That an Agent be appointed in Boston to receive the

printed minutes of this General Association, and transmit toi

other ecclesiastical bodies in connexion with it, so many cop-

ies as tiie Association shall direct, and to deliver copies to;

such persons as the respective Associations shall appoint toi

receive them.

Voted, that the Committee of Publication be requested toi

prepare and publish with the minutes the form of a Schedule,

in which the returns from the several churches may be com-i
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prehensively exhibited at one view, and that the filling up of

these schedules be made under the direction of the several As-

sociations.

Voted, that Messrs. Dwight, Edwards, Woods, and Hale,

be a Committee of publication.

Voted, that the Old Colony Association be requested to

furnish the next preacher.

Voted, that the communications respecting the state of re-

ligion, be referred to the Publishing Committee.

The Committee appointed to take minutes from the narra-

tives of the state of religion within our limits, and in those sec-

tions of our country represented in this body, submit the fol-

lowing

REPORT.

We live in a very interesting period of the church

;

such as our fathers made the subject of their prayers, and

such as they ardently desired to see ; but they died with-

out seeing it. Within a hvf years, events have occurred in

favour of Zion, which indicate her future glory in the diffusion

of evangelical light throughout the world. "Many have run

to and fro, and knowledge has increased." And while in

view of those sins " which are a reproach to any people,"

prevailing in some parts of our country, in others, erroneous

sentiments, and in others, a cold indifference to the high inter-

ests of Christ's kingdom, we have solemn cause of deep hu-

miliation, and a motive to active fidelity in the service of our

divine Lord, we cannot but be encouraged by the cheering in-

formation received, in the hope that the church is rising in the

estimation of her friends, and brightening in her prospects.

God has not forgotten his heritage within the limits of this

Association, during the year now closed. While in some

parts, divine institutions and the order of the gospel are not

observed with that affection and reverence which they desej-ve

;

in others, there is felt, to a happy degree, the influence of

evangelical truth, and in some instances, the special opera-

tions of the Holy Spirit have been richly afforded.



14

In the large Association of Berkshire county, the general

state of religion is such as to give us consolation and joy. In

some of the churches the Lord hath appeared in his glory in

building up Zion. In New Canaan, Richmond, and Pittsfield,

the Head of the Church hath refreshed the hearts of his peo-

ple by granting the effusions of his grace. In the two former

places, one hundred or more have been the hopeful subjects

of renewing influence ; and still christians are engaged and

prayerful. Religious meetings on the Sabbath, and on week

days are crowded, and the inquiry of many is, What shall

I do to he saved F In Pittsfield the moral state of things has

materially changed. In that populous town, never, until

March last, was there a revival of religion. At that time,

some professing christians began to awake from their slumbers

and cry unto the Lord. Their prayers were heard, and sin-

ners were alarmed and convicted of their guilt. In a female

school, twelve or fifteen are deeply impressed ; and in the

town, it may be hoped, that thirty or more, have been recent-

ly brought into the liberty of God's children. The work is

still progressing.

Within the limits of the Mountain Association, we can joy-

fully mention, that several towns have experienced refreshings

from the presence of the Lord. In Cumington and Worthing-

ton, it is supposed, that more than one hundred in each town,

have been the subjects of renewing grace. In Peru there has

been a pleasing work, and about forty are reckoned as the

happy fruits. More recently, the displays of divine grace

have been witnessed in Middlefield, and are still retained with

increasing glory in the conversion of sinners. But the most

copious effusions of the blessed Spirit have been realized by

the people in the town of Chester. The work began more

than a year since, and still continues. As many as two hun-

dred are hopeful converts.

We are happy to state, that in the Franklin Association,

general harmony prevails among the churches and ministers,

and a good attention to divine ordinances. In Shelburne,

4jiere has existed a special attention to the concerns of the
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soul for more than a year past, and with some abatement,

stiH continues. Forty-four have been added to the church.

In the Hampshire Central Association, although not bless-

ed with so many revivals of religion the past year, as during

the preceeding, yet the general state of the churches is pleasing

and encouraging. In some of the societies, where a work of

divine grace had previously commenced, the special influences

of the Spirit have been continued, and considerable additions

have been made to the churches. The towns most highly favor-

ed in this respect, are Northampton, South-Hadley, Granby,

Williamsburg, and Amherst. Smaller additions have been made

to other churches. The fruits of former revivals remain; and

there is an increasing attention to religious duties in the family,

and to the obligations of morality. A disposition to acquire re-

ligious information, and to contribute for the enlargement of

the Redeemer's kingdom, appears to be increasing.

In Hamden Association, within whose limits there are an

unusual number of waste places, the interests of religion have

gained strength. Pastors have been happily ordained over

three churches, and two of these churches have been destitute

for a series of years. There is a growing attention and affec-

tion to divine institutions, and to the prosperity of Christ's

kingdom. Additions have been made to the churches generally

;

and to the church in Munson, which before contained about

two hundred and fifty members, fifty have been added the year

past as the fruit of a revival.

In Brookfield Association great harmony of feeling and

unity of sentiment prevail among the ministers and churches.

In respect to the fervor of piety and the glow of awakenings,

there is not the same cheering prospects as in some former

years. And, while some things are to be deplored, the friends

of Zion have great reason on other accounts for rejoicing.

Nearly half of the churches during the last year, were signal-

ly favored with the out pouring of God's Spirit. Among the

hopeful subjects of grace, there have been but few instances

of apostacy ; and professors in general, walk consistently with

the gospel. The town of Hardwick, which did not partake of

the previous revival, has, within a few months, been richly
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blessed by the influences of the divine Spirit, on the hearts of

that people. The work of God, in its progress and power,

extended to almost every part of the town. Persons of vari-

ous ages, to the number of one hundred, have been already

added to the church, and eleven more stand propounded.

In the Union Association are twelve ministers, and thirteen

Churches. In most of these, there is no peculiar attention to

religion
;
yet there is a respectful and reverential observance

of sacred institutions. To the second church in Dorchester,

the sanctifying influences of Divine grace have, in some de-

gree, been granted ; and twenty-nine have been added to the

Church. In South Reading, a pleasing revival of religion has

been experienced. Already twenty seven have been added

to the Church, and more than thrice that number have been

hopefully converted from the error of their ways. A more

than usual attention to religion has existed in Park-Street con-

gregation, Boston. The Church has received an addition of

twenty by profession, during the year, and others are expect-

ing soon to profess their faith in Christ. The Church in Es-

sex Street, (Boston,) has but recently been organized. The
number first gathered was seventeen : it is now forty. The
house of worship has been erected about sis months. The

Society have not been without some tokens of God's grace and

good will.

The Auxiliary Education Society of Norfolk County is dis

tinguished for its energy and liberality. A similar Society of

the Young Men of Boston deserves honourable mention.

Two of the churches in Boston, (one of them connected with

this body,) are Auxiliary Education Societies. Three of the

Churches, Old South, Park Street, and Essex Street, unite in

the Monthly Concert for Prayer, and by a monthly contribu-

tion, more than support one of the Missionaries to Jerusalem.

The Society for the moral and religious instruction of the pool

in Boston, supports two missionaries in that town, provides

preaching on the Sabbath for the seamen, and maintains five

large and flourishing Sabbath schools. During one fourth of

the year, four young men, in addition to these missionaries,

have been labouring in the same field.

In the eastern part of Salem Association, religion is in a
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low state. In consequence of some dangerous errors which

have prevailed there for several years, many have become

very inattentive to the concerns of eternity. In other parts

of the Association, religion is in a much more flourishing con-

dition. During the year past, God has been pleased to pour

out his Spirit, revive the hearts of his children, and add con-

verts to righteousnesj. In Beverly, within a few months past,

many have been awakrned and hopefully brought to a knowl-

edge of the truth. Though but few as yet have made a public

profession of their faith, yet seriousness has prevailed in a

great proportion of the families of the town. In Salem, though

there has been nothing very special, yet a coiisiderable num-

ber has been added to the churches. In Marblehead, there

has been some special attention, and a pleasing addition to

the churches. In other places, there has been an unusual at-

tention to hearing the word, and some seriousness. Within

the bounds of the Association, correct sentiments and true re-

ligion appear to be gaining ground. .

No considerable revivals of religion are reported to have

cheered the hearts of Christians, within the Haverhill Asso-

ciation. There exists a good degree of Harmony among the

churches and ministers; and there is an increasing attention

to divine institutions, and to pious, charitable objects. In Me-

thuen, some happy effects have of late resulted from the insti-

tuted means of grace, and fifteen have been added to the

church.

The Old Colony Association, which until the present year

has not been represented in this body, contains nine ministers

and fourteen churches. While good order generally prevails

in these churches, many of them have been favoured the past

year, with revivals of religion. In Fairhaven, though the

Church is destitute of a pastor, a happy work of grace has

been carried on, and many have been added to the Lord. A
prevailing attention to religion has appeared among all the

churches in New Bedford. One of them has shared largely

in the divine influence, and has been increased, as we hope,

with the increase of God. In Rochester, in two of the parish'

3
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es in Plymouth, and in Berkley,' there has been a prevailing

solemn attention to religion ; and some, in each of these

places, it is hoped, have begun to believe in the Saviour.

From communications made by delegates from the Gener-

al Associations of Connecticut and New Hampshire, from the

General Convention of Vermont, and from the General Assem-

bly of the Presbyterian Church, we are happy to learn, that

the cause of the Redeemer continues to flourish throughout

our country. Many of the churches connected with these

bodies, have been blessed with revivals of religion. The

Cause of Missions is rapidly gaining ground in the Presbyte*

rian Church. The American Bible Society is increasing in

its resources and in its efforts. The Theological Seminary

at Princeton, is represented as in a flourishing condition.

On the whole, from the representations made of the state

«f religion within the limits of the General Association, as

well as elsewhere, we have great reason to bless the Redeem-

er for the many mercies dispensed to his church during the

past year. In different parts of our land, he has greatly re-

freshed and encouraged his children, and multiplied the num-

ber of his visible people.

In most of our towns, Sabbath schools are established upon

improved plans. Children and youth are induced to treasure

up in their memories the holy scriptures, which are sufficient i

to make them wise unto salvation, through faith in Christ Jesus.

This branch of religious education, promises happy results to

the Church in the rising generation.

Children in general are taught the Assembly's Catechism,

that excellent compend of christian doctrine, which we think ;

will be countenanced by those who adhere to " the faith once

delivered to the saints."

The various and multiplying charitable institutions of the

present day, which have for their object the glory of God in

the salvation of sinners, are uniting, in an increased degree

the affections, and concentrating the efforts of Christians.

The Monthly Concert of Prayer is observed in every

part of our connexion. Here the prosperity of the Redeem-
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er's Kingdom is devoutly remembered ; and the hearts of

christians are opened in pious liberality. The New England

Tract Society has received large additions to its funds, and

has been enabled to pursue its operations with increasing en-

ergy. The American Education Society continues to prosper,

and numbers more than two hundred young men on its list of

beneficiaries. Missionary Societies, foreign and domestic,

receive increasing patronage and awaken deeper solicitude in

the bosoms of Zion's friends.

Such is a brief account of the state of religion in our own

country, as presented to the Association. While in some

parts of our land, the prevalence of heresy and immorality

furnish occasion for mourning and humiliation ; the general

[prosperity of our churches calls for corresponding gratitude.

;In our own and in other lands, we see abundant evidence that

i the Church is built upon a rock, and that the gates of hell

'shall not prevail against it. The time has commenced, fore-

told by the prophet, when every valley shall be exalted, and

every mountain brought low ; when the crooked places shall

be made straight, and the rough places, smooth. Let the

friends of Jesus, then, stand with their loins girt about, and

their lamps trimmed and burning, waiting for the coming of

their Lord.

. Voted,—That the next meeting of this body be within the

limits of the Haverhill Association ; the time and place to be

determined by that Association.

[,
Voted,—That Rev. Sereno E. Dwighf, be the Agent of

this Body, to receive, and transmit the printed minutes of this

and other Bodies in our connexion.

The Pastoral Address was read and accepted.

I



PASTORAL ADDRESS.

Dear Brethren,

It is plainly a duty enforced by every argument of grati-

tude, responsibility, and honour, of all who sustain the rela-

tion of christian ministers, with the unwearied activity of pa-

ternal solicitude, to watch over the interests, and labour for

the welfare, of the people committed to their charge. Im-

pressed with these sentiments, we beg your earnest attention

to the remarks, which, dictated by an affectionate concern for

your prosperity, we are now to lay before you ; and v/e pray

God, that they may reach your hearts, and prove effectual in

regulating your conduct. The dangers, resulting from the

peculiar circumstances of your situation, and of the day in

which you live, will form the subject of the present Address

;

and as we proceed, we shall incidentally direct you to the

means necessary for your security.

We feel ourselves obliged most solemnly to warn you

against the influence of those fashionable errors, which, as

they are specious in their pretensions, accommodated to the

pride and indolence of the heart, insidious in their progress,

and paralizing in their effects ; threaten, in modes extremely

various, and many of them perhaps unsuspected, your faith,

your purity, and your happiness, In the neighbourhood of

enemies of the gospel, in whose affability, boasted liberality,

and high claims to literary distinction, you find much to di-

vert your eye from the corrupt mass of their principles
;

you

are liable to lose by degrees that keen and vigilant perception

of the value of truth, without which, evangelical doctrines can

have no fixed hold on the understanding, the conscience, or

the affections. It is thus, we doubt not, that many orthodox

men, and orthodox churches, have been carried, by imper-

ceptible gradations, from the firm basis of scriptural Chris-

tianity, to that deceitful ground, where every step is hazard,

where confidence perpetually yields to distrust, and where the

- hopes of a religion for sinners, are dissipated and forgotten
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amidst the enchantments of a visionary philosophy. Were

not the task invidious, we might illustrate this observation by

examples ;—we might point you to individuals and to congre-

gations,- over whose ruins piety now weeps, as she remembers

the glory whence they have fallen. With these instances be-

fore you, you will not think us too apprehensive, or too im-

portunate, when we press upon your solemn attention, the in-

junctions of Inspiration to steadfastness in the faith, and its

warnings against apostacy. " Buy the truth, and sell it not.

—

Be not carried about with diverse and strange doctrines ; for

it is a good thing that the heart be established with grace.

—

Earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered to

the saints.—If any man draw back, my soul shall have no

pleasure in him."

Forget not, however, the perilous tendency of religious

controversy on the temper of beings, who, though they may
ibe upright in their general design, are yet far from perfection,

and whose zeal for the honor of God may be debased by

earthly mixtures, as well as more directly counteracted by the

cautious policy of a spurious and temporising prudence. It is

i
an attainment much too rare, though certainly of very great

importance, to combine, in equal proportions, a detestation of

error, with pity for its propagators, and an unyielding tone of

(vindication, with such meekness and humbleness of mind, as

shall repel at once the slightest suspicion of personal, or par-

ty feelings. Easy indeed it may be, in this polite age, to se-

lect such phrases, as shall add poignancy to sarcasm and con-

tempt, by arraying them in the borrowed forms of gentleness

and candour ; but to avoid actual asperity, is no less difficult

now, than it was in other times, when the decencies and re-

finements of polished society imposed no restraints on the co-

gency, or the passions of debate. While, therefore, we would

warn you against that indifference to truth, which claims the

praise of charity, we would at the same time remind you, that

genuine kindness to the opposers of the doctrines you profess,

will serve as effectually to recommend them, as to secure your

! own happiness. " The servant of the Lord must not strive,
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but be gentle unto all men.—In meekness instructing those

that oppose themselves, if God peradventure will give them

repentance to the acknowledging of the truth.~Let all bitter-

ness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking,

be put away from you, with all malice."

By the spirit of controversy, you may be led to lay an un-

due stress on a profession of soundness in the faith, discon-

nected from those fruits in the life, which prove its genuine-

ness and importance. The peculiar doctrines of the gospel

are, in their nature, eminently practical, and it is because

they are so, that they appear with such prominence in the

word of God, and have engaged in their support the wisest

and the best men of all ages. Yet there is danger, in thf

«

heat of disputation, of overlooking the grand circumslanccj

which makes them worth defending ; of satisfying ourselves

with " the form of sound words 5" and of even regarding a

scriptural creed as the highest, if not the only, evidence of

piety. This is an evil, of which we, as well as the churches

of older countries, have had too much reason to complain

|

and it is surely time, not only that we had waked to a con?,

viction of its magnitude, but that we had exerted ourselves ic|i

pursuit of an antidote. J

By the writings of some of our ablest divines, whose souls!

now rest with God, we have been guarded against Antinomi«i

anism in its grosser forms ; and few can be found, who would

maintain a theory of religion, directly subversive, of holiness^

Since however, the best notions in the head, cannot of them|i

selves, correct the errors of the heart ; it becomes us seriou^ji

ly to inquire, whether that opposition to the strictness of obeyi

dience, which gave birth to the speculations of Agricola, doe^

not manifest itself among us under more specious pretextsji

Have we not reason for the fear, that, in some cases, enmila

to the obligations of morality, seeks, with a strange inconsisU

ency, to conceal itself behind the mask of devoted attachme:

to the truth, and even of «eal for that inward experience|(

which, when genuine, cannot fail to extend its influence to th«

whole system of human conduct ? How otherwise can we aq|(
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count for the paFadoxical union, too often observed, between

the most evangelical sentiments, and a neglect of social duties
;

between a conversation the most spiritual, and habits the

most worldly
; between the most fervent prayers for the prop-

agation of the gospel, and a parsimonious withholding of all

pecuniary aid tor the advancement of the Redeemer's king-

dom ? Among the professed friends of vital godliness, we are

justified in looking for whatsoever is amiable in the intercours-

es of private life, and magnanimous in public spirit, as well

as for firmness in religious principle, and eminence in the ex-

ercises of devotion.

In this apostate world, it has been too generally true,

Ithat every event propitious to Zion, has been attended with

jcircumstances, which, through the operation of corrupt hu-

iman passions, have had an opposite tendency ; and the re-

mark is, we fear, not wholly inapplicable to the grand im-

ipulse, given in our day, by the Providetice and Spirit of God,

ito the labours of christian philanthropy. The present, we
justly say, is the era of benevolence ; and in our admiration

lot" the glories which invest it, we feel a kind of revolting from

jthe contemplation of evils, either apprehended, or actually

witnessed, in a state of the world so consoling to the bosom

of charity. Our regard to your welfare. Brethren, is, howev-

er, too sincere, to permit us to pass over them in silence.

Without duly reflecting on the difficulties to be encounter-

ed, in the great work of evangelizing all nations, you are lia-

:ble to be discouraged in well-doing, from a want of immedi-

ate success, equal to your wishes, and to the view, you may

entertain, of the means which have already been employed.

To guard you against a relaxation of your efibrts, it is only

'necessary, that your ears should be open to the command of

God, enjoining upon you unwearied perseverance ; and your

eyes, steadily directed to those promises, which ensure the

eventual triumph of the gospel over all the false religions of

mankind. Reverencing his authority, believing his word,

you will never grow irresolute
;

you will wait in hope for a

rich return of your liberalities and your prayers ; and you
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will hail the least tokens of bis favour with more than the joy

of harvest. It is truly to be lamented, that any exhortations

upon this subject should now be necessary. It may well

cause our tears to flow, that, after the slumber of centuries,

the church should still need excitement to redeem her lost

honour; and that any, who have come up to the siege of Jer-

icho, should be disheartened, or alarmed, because the wall

has not been overthrown, and the city surrendered, on the

first sounding of the trumpets. We are not afraid indeed,

that the work will cease. It is of God, and it must prevail.

But what must be the shame of those who desert it ? and how

will their defection give occasion for the enemies of our Lord

to blaspheme.

To the cause in which you are engaged, and especially to

yourselves, the purity of your motives is important beyond ex-

pression ; and to this point, you should direct your utmost

vigilance. Popularity, party, the influence of great names,

the grandeur of operations, uniting the talents, learning and

piety of many thousands in every district of Christendom, and

extending to every region of the globe,—may be sufficient to

inflame that hearty which the fires of the altar could not pene-

trate, and to open those hands, the rigid fibres of v/hich had

resisted, to the last, all the holy violence of charity. Such is

human nature ; and it need not surprise you, that among the

contributors to benevolent objects, there are some, whose pri-

vate deportment is utterly at variance with their more public

acts, and whose worldly compliances, to say nothing more,

brand their most splendid beneficence with the character ofl

hypocrisy. These corrupt principles, even where they are

not supreme, may be insensibly blended with higher consid-

erations, and vitiate actions, which had otherwise been entit-

led to unmingled applause. Let your purpose then be single ji

and remember that your services will be approved in Heaven,|

only in proportion to the disinterestedness by which they are

performed.

This strict regard to your motives is requisite to preserve

you, on the one hand, from unreasonable despondency under;
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embarrassments, and the failure of your hopes ; and on the

oiher, from the risings of that pride, which, attributing to itself

the glory of success, provokes the frown of the Almighty, upon

all its enterprises. He will have the entire praise of every

good work ; and, to inculcate upon us this salutary lesson, he

frequently interposes, to confound those designs, which are

formed in dependance on human strength. It is a serious

question, whether the declension, which commonly succeeds a

revival of religion, may not, in most instances, be ascribed to

his rebuke on the vanity of his children, gathering confidence

in themselves, by what should forever humble them,—his man-

ifest and long continued blessing on their exertions. Where

the Spirit operates, means are, of course, efficacious ; and we

are so disposed to rest in these, that much too frequently we

overlook that divine agency, which gives them all their pow-

er to sanctify and to save*

They, who bear a part in the benevolent operations of

ithis period, should beware, that they do not estimate too high-

ly their labours and their alms, as proofs of their personal re-

ligion. We have said, that other sentiments than those of

piety may make you the patrons of public institution^ ; and

we must add, that all the pomp of munificence, toils the most

Dppressive, and sacrifices the most costly, disjoined from a

life of humble faith, of penitence and of prayer, are so far

torn gaining the approbation of God, that they are, in his

sight, but " sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal." Err not,

.ve beseech you, on a point so fundamental to your happiness

lere and hereafter. Take heed, that your hearts be right

vith God. " If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature

;

)ld things are passed away ; behold, all things are become

lew." Cultivate the religion of the closet ; and live in the

)lessednes8 of communion with Him, who is, in all genera-

ions, the Hope and the Refuge of his ransomed people. With

ubdued affections, and heavenly views, exhibit in your daily

onduct, the purity, temperance, justice, meekness, gentleness,

ind long suffering of the christian character. Thus will you

;onvince the world, that, whether you give, or pray, for the

4
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promotion of the kingdom of peace, you are sincere ; and that

the hopes, which animate you, are divine. You will thiis be

prepared for the most difficult duties, and the severest trials in

life. By your order and discipline, you will become terrible

to your enemies as an army with banners ; and, by the divine

influences attending your eflforts, you may anticipate the speedy

introduction of that predicted day, when the ways of Zion

shall no longer mourn, when all who hear the Gospel shall

joyfully bow to its authority, and when the sound of its mer-

cy, mingled with the songs of disenthralled nations, shall roll

over every land. Live like christians. Brethren, and your

conflicts will soon be over ; death will close forever the peri-

od of your sufferings, and grace will exalt you to those seats

in glory, from which you will behold, with ineffable rapture,

the advances of millennial brightness on these dark abodes ol

mortality, and exult in the delightful, unalloyed assurance, ol

an eternal union, in the presence of your Saviour, with the

countless myriads, out of every kindred and tribe, redeemed

by his blood, and justified by his righteousness. That such

may be your felicity, is our earnest prayer ; and we ask in

return, that you would never cease, with fervent desires foi

our increasing spirituality, and the success of our ministry, tc

remember us in your supplications at that throne of grace.

where, however various their employments, however separat-

ed by distance, the saints daily meet, to seek their Father's

smile, to cast upon his arm their burdens, and to engage his

perfections in behalf of a dying world.

By order of the Committee.

ENOCH HALE.

Voted,—That the ministers in our connexion be requestec

to read the above Address to their churches and congrega

tions, and that some suitable person read it to vacant churches

Voted,—That the communion service be on Thursday, o

the week on which the Association meet.

Voted,—That the number of minutes to be printed be de

termined by the publishing Committee.



27

Voted,—That the thanks of this Body be presented to Rev,

Mr. Oliphant and the Church and Congregation composing

the third parish in Beverly, for the marked kindness and hos-

pitality which they have manifested during the present ses-

sion ; and to the choir of Singers, for their generous and chris-

tian attentions, and to express to them, the high satisfaction

afforded by their excellent performances.

Voted,—That the thanks of the Association be presented

to the Rev. Moderator, the Secretary, and Scribes, for their

faithful services during the session.

Prayer being offered by Rev. Mr. Lyman, the Associa-

tipn was adjourned.

THEOPHILUS PACKARD, Moderator.

ELIAKIM PHELPS, Scribe.

THOxMAS SHEPHARD, Assistant Scribe.
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THE

€reneral Association of Massachusetts^

CONVENED AT HAVERHILL,

Tuesday June 26, 1821, a^ 5 o'clock, P. M. and continued its Ses-

sions until Thursday Evening.

Rev. warren FAY, Moderator.

ELIAS CORNELIUS, Scribe.

JAMES BRADFORD, Assistant Scribe.

MEMBERS.^Rev. Messrs.

> Berkshire Association.

Mountain.

> Franklin.

JAMES BRADFORD,
NOAH SHELDON,
WILLIAM A. HAWLEY,
JONATHAN GROUT,
tJOSEPH FIELD,

NATHAN PERKINS,
JOHN WOODBRIDGE,
ISAAC KNAPP,
ELIAKIM PHELPS,
STEPHEN CROSBY,
WARREN FAY,
WILLIAM COGSWELL,
SAMUEL WALKER,
ELIAS CORNELIUS,
ISAAC TOMKINS,
tJACOB W. EASTMAN,
THOMAS ANDROS,
ELIJAH DEXTER,
GARDINER B. PERRY,
tJAMES MILTIMORE,

Harnpshire Central.

Hampden.

Brookjield,

Union,

Salem and vicinity,

Haverhill.

Old Colony.

Essex Middle,

Took their seats the second day.



tWILLlAM EATON, ) fj^caier JN^ori/.
tJOHN PUTNAM, S

"^
'""'^'' •'^ '''^^"'

WILLIAM NEILL, D. D. } General Assembly of the

ARTEMAS DEAN, ^
Presbyterian Church.

PETER HOLT, > General Association of

JOHN M. WHITON, ]
^'^'•'^ Hampshire.

ELI MOODY, 1 General Convention of

WALTER CHAPIN, 5 Vermont.

^rr.vr utaattvt 2 Evangelical Consociationt^
.JOEL MANN,

^ of Rhode Island.

ENOCH HALE, Secretary.

JOSHUA DODGE, Minister of the place.

The Moderator opened the session, as he did each succeed-

ing day, with prayer; and aoncluded each with prayer, except

the last.

Messrs. Knapp, Perkins, Flolt, Dean and Woedbridge were

appointed to take Minutes of the state of religion.

The Evangelical Consociation of Rhode Island having sent

a delegate to form a union with this General Association, the

subject was referred to Messrs. Grout, Hale and Chapin ; who

reported [Wednesday morning] That such union be formed

upon the same principles on which this Association is connect-

ed with other bodies of a similar description.

The Report was accepted, and the Rev. Joel Mann took a

seat in the Association.

The CoMiMiTTEE OF Union laid before the Association their

annual report, recommending that the Committee be dissolved,

and their report was accepted.

The Rev. Doct. Neill, in behalf of the General Assembly oi

the Presbyterian Church, having presented the Association

with a copy of the Digest compiled from the records of that

body— it was

Voted, That the thanks of the Association be presented to

the General Assembly for this mark of their attention ; and

that the Secretary communicate this vote to the Standing

Clerk of the Assembly.

The Pastoral Address was read and accepted.

t Took their seats the second day.



PASTORAL ADDRESS.

Titar Brethren^

As ministers of Jesus Christ, under vows of fidelity to our

Master, we feel it our duty to exert ourselves in His cause,

and to warn and admonish, with all long suffering and doctrine.

Towards the Churches within our connection, we would ever

exercise an anxious solicitude, and on them would we bestow

unceasing labors of love.

The citizens of Zion are intermixed in their intercourse,

with the people of the world ; and are often under strong

temptations to swerve from that sobriety and watchfulness,

which they are bound to maintain. They are liable, through

dread of incurring the reproach of singularity, to become re-

miss in their walk, and to discontinue duties, io which the

glory of their profession, and the life of their religion essen-

tially consist.

Permit us, then, as watchmen, freely to observe, respecting

certain evils of this nature, which, if not generally prevalent

in our Churches, are lamentably noticeable in some portions

of this Commonwealth, We may particularize,

A want of zeal for the house and rvorship of God.

Wherever this exists religion is in a cold and languishing

state. One of the first and most natural expressions of love to

God, and an animated zeal in His cause, is a reverence for

His institutions, and a delight in the " place where His honor

dwelleth." The inward feelings of the heart, strongly impel

the engaged disciple to those outward expressions of homage,

which God has recommended and approved. Consequently,

one of the first evidences of the effusion of the Divine Spirit

upon a people, is their frequenting the sanctuary of the Lord.

This, also, may serve as a graduated scale, by which to meas-

ure the religious feelings and dispositions of a people. For,

in exact proportion, as they feel the strivings of the Spirit, or

^njoy the Divine presence, they will testify, by theii' practice,

to the importance of religious institutions.



Go to places favored with the refreshing influences of the

Spirit, and ;you will see thronged and attentive assemblies.

You will behold the house of God filled with serious auditors,

listening, eagerly, to the truths communicated. Visit them

when their fervor begins to abate, and you will witness a cor-

respondent neglect of the Sanctuary. Call upon them when
" the love of many waxes cold," and you will trace its evi-

dences more plainly, than words can utter, in the increasing

emptiness of the courts of the Lord. You will hear many

strange objections started, many singular apologies offered.

You will find that many causes, very trivial in their nature,

have entirely disengaged some from the house of God. You

will find that little party differences and divisions have inter-

woven themselves with religious considerations, and become

magnified into egregious crimes.

Such sorrowful defections are indications that religion does

not flourish. We may again observe,

Fexso seem to take an interest in Zion''s prosperity.

Although in the most favored seasons, we may not suppose

that " they are all Israel, who seem to be of Israel ;" nor yet

all who appear to interest themselves concerning religion, are

vital sharers in it
;

yet, where the power of truth prevails,

many, not savingly benefitted by it, are disposed to honor it

with their testimony ; a circumstance, desirable in itself, and

peculiarly gladdening to Zion's friends ; because hope is enter-

tained that all who have begun to " run well," v/ill not be

*' hindered."

When religion flourishes, many advocates will be found es-

pousing the cause. But, when it declines, the power which

seemed to hold many in awe, and call forth their acknowledg-

ments, is withdrawn. Gospel truth is no longer the theme of

the multitude, nor the prosperity of religion their concern.

Their engagedness, like the " morning cloud," has vanished

away. None will, now, be found, recommending and incul-

cating religion, but the genuine and guileless disciple. Every
eifect which was but temporary, has subsided, and the insin-

cerity of multitudes is exposed. What a circumstance to be

deplored ! We may again observe,
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Popular opinion has too much the ascendancy over the solemn

and undoubted (ruths of the Gospel.

Christ's kingdom cannot be said to flourish, when the re-

wards it offers are less inducement to well doing-, than the

applauses of men ; or when the threatening'S it publishes are

less regarded, as dissuasives from impropriety, than the dread

of popular odium.

And much less, can it be said to flourish, when the thought

of becoming unpopular with the world, occasions more appar-

ent solicitude and pain, than the apprehension of disregarding

the requisitions of God.

Unhappy, in a religious, point of riew, must any people be

pronounced, whose sense of propriety and duty must be meas-

ured by the approbation or disapprobation of the world ; and

whose efibrts, towards countenancing or discountenancing ex-

isting customs, whether right or wrong, must all, previous to

being made, be weighed in the scale of popular sentiment. If

reformation in morals, and the salutary restraints of religion

must pass such an ordeal as this, there can but little hope be

entertained of success. Popular opinion is a very dangerous

and injurious standard of religion. Another thing we would

mention, is,

The un-scatchfulness ofprofessing Christians^ in their walk.

The course of duty requires ever to be guarded with the

closest circumspection ; and Zion's prosperity and safety ur-

gently demand, that those who tread her sacred paths, should^

be cautiously on their guard.

In this vale of imperfection, the light which Zion reflects,

although glorious, when carefully trimmed, is, nevertheless,

feeble and tremulous, and easily obscured. The slightest

touch, if not extinguishing, can greatly diminish its lustre. As

the city of God is on a hill, that its light may be manifest; so,

ftvery diminution it suffers, is readily perceived.

As the light of Zion is her glory and rejoicing, because

thereby, all her paths are illuminated ; so every intervening

shade must be her grief and lamentation, because, thereby^

her " ways" are made to " mourQ." Lastly,



Prayer is too much neglected.

This is a duty, on which the blessed Savior most emph'att-

cally insisted. To " watch and pray," and to " pray not to

enter into temptation," were commands, which He urgently

and repeatedly gave. But this duty, however necessary to the

advancement of the soul in holiness, and in accordance with

the special commands of God, is liable, on slight pretences, to

be neglected, and even laid aside, by professed christians. On

this account, christians fail of making that advancement in

holiness, which might be expected, and the blessings of Heaven

are withholden.

Brethren, we should ever esteem jt a privilege, that to our

Almighty Benefactor, we may, frankly, disclose all our wants,

and communicate all our lawful desires ; that we may confess

before him, our secret sins, and all the hidden infirmities of

our nature. To the sanctuary of His grace, we may repair,

on all occasions. We may go to Him, under the pressure of

trials, in the depths of affliction, in the hurry and bustle of

business, in the gloom of darkness, and in the moment of dan-

ger. And how consoling is the thought, that when earthl}'

helpers fiiil us, there is One, who will never fail : that, when

absent from our friends, there is One, who will never leave,

nor forsake us ; that, when no sympathetic ear is near us, to

listen to our complaints, there is One, who hears, even the

young ravens when they cry.

Christian Brethren, be invited, be urged, then, to repair to

the throne of grace. This it your best, 3'^our only security

Let all impertinent and unavailing excuses be laid aside. Ap-

proach, without that false timidity, that " fear of man, that

bringeth a snare." Be not ashamed of your best, your Al-

mighty Friend. Approach with faith and confidence in the

fullness and all-sufficiency of Divine goodness. Approach with

a frank and familiar disclosure of all your wants and necessities.

Bury not 3'^our cares in your bosoms, when there is One, so

willing to hear, so ready to bestow.

Christian Brethren, let us look well to ourselves and fami-

lies, to the interests of our Societies and Churches, and fer-

Tently seek the returning aid of Him, whom our backslidings
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have offended. His blessed presence restored, Tvill give xis

light in darkness, and convert our sorrows to rejoicing.

Friends of Zion, remember the city of your solemnities, and

seek with holy importunity, that God would " bring back your

captivity."

And do thou, " O Shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph,

like a flock, thou that dwellest between the Cherubim, shine

forth." " Return, we beseech Thee, O God of Hosts, look

down from Heaven, and behold and visit this vine."

Ot^ It is expected, that the above Address rmll he read to each

church and congregation in connexion with the General Associa-

tion, by the minister, or some other suitable person.

Voted, That the standing rule adopted last year for nomia

ating delegates to ecclesiastical bodies in our connection, be

rescinded.

Messrs. Hale, Woods and Knapp, appointed a Committee to

consider the expediency of admitting the clerical members of

the Board of Directors of the Domestic Missionary Society ex

officio, to seats as honorary members of the Association, re-

ported, that they be admitted ; and the report was accepted.

In acceptance of the report of a Committee on the subject.

Voted, That at the future annual meetings of this body, the

Associational Sermon be delivered on Wednesday, at 2 o'clock,

P. M. and that the narratives of the state of religion immedi-

ately follow.

The Rev. Enoch Hale was re-elected Secretary hj a unani-

mous vote.

Voted, That Messrs. Hale, John Woodhridge and Vinson,

Gould be a Committee to report to this Association the next

year the standing rules and votes of the Association, and to

propose such amendments and additions as they shall judge

expedient to bo adopted.

After examining the Record of the last year, and counting

the ballots now taken, it appeared that the following Dele-

gates were duly appointed to the several ecclesiastical bodies

with which this Association is connected : viz—
9
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To the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church to

meet at Philadelphia on the third Thursday in May, 1822.

Rev. Messrs. ISAAC KNAPP, and

WARREN FAY.

n?^l'lJ^?o?i?^^^''^'
"^^ their sMtutes.

OLIVER COBB,

To the General Association of Connecticut, to meet on

the third Taesday in June, 1 822.

Rev. Messrs. HEMAN HUMPHREY, and

SAMUEL GILE.

SAMUEL OSGOOD, and > , •

,„j,^,-^„^„
JONATHAN GROUT, \

^''''' subsumes.

To the General Association of New Hampshire, to meet a'

New Ipswich the third Tuesday in September, 1821.

Rev. Messrs. JAMES SABINE, and

OLIVER COBB.
RUFUS POMEROY, and>

^;,,,v ^M.^i''.JOHN CODMAN, \
^

suosniuus.

To the General Convention of Congregational and Presby

terian Ministers in Vermont, to meet at Poultney on the sec

ond Tuesday in September, 1821.

Rev. Messrs. JOSHUA DODGE, and

THOMAS SNELL.
JONATHAN ALLEN, and > ., . , ...

,

DANIEL A. CLARK, \
* **

*"^«"^w^«*=

To the Evangelical Consociation of Rhode Island.

Rev. Messrs. DANIEL HUNTINGTON, and

JOSEPH VAILL.

WILLIAM COGSWELL, and
SAMUEL WARE, their substitute's.

At 3 o'clock attended divine service. The Rev. Thomas

Andros preached the Asseciational Sermon from Matt, vi, 10,

" Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, in earth as it is ir

heaven."

The Association voted him their thanks.
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After the devotional exercises the religious Narratives virere

heard ; and the hearing was finished Thursday morning.

At 9 o'clock, Thursday, the business of the Association wa$
suspended to give opportunity for the Domestic Missionary

Society of Massachusetts to hold their annual meeting. In the

afternoon, after the Sermon preached by Rev. John Nelson
before the Domestic Missionary Society, the Association united

with the church and other ministers and christians, in the cele-

bration of the Lord's supper.

Messrs. Porter, Phelps and Dwight, to whom the subject

had been committed, made their report—whereupon,
Foted^ That it be accepted, and that the Rev. Warren Fay

•be requested to procure its insertion as soon as may be in the

Boston Recorder and other papers. The report was as fol-

lows :

The committee to whom was referred the following ques-

tion—" Will this Association take any measures to effect an

increased and systematic effort in the cause of religious char-

ity?" beg leave to report their recommendation of the follow-

ing preamble and practical measures.

The General Association desire deeply to feel and to urge

upon their brethren the consideration, that the kingdom of the

Redeemer is a kingdom of means. Whenever he appears in

his glory to build up Zion, he presents a new claim on his dis-

ciples to increase their efforts in his cause. While enough has

been achieved within a few years to inspire every pious heart

with courage and gratitude, the weighty enterprise of convert-

ing the world is only begun.—Faith more fervent and active,

sacrifices more extensive, efforts more united and unremitted,

than we have hitherto witnessed, are neceseary to carry it for-

ward. To replenish the exhausted funds of our great charita-

ble societies, and to extend their operations, demand resources

far more ample than have been furnished by the benevolent

contributions of past years. With these views, the General

Association take the liberty to urge upon their brethren the

following measures, viz.

First. That every church, in a special meeting for the pur-

pose, after solemn prayer to God, and due deliberation, do ex-
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pljcitly recoguize iis oblig:ations to act as a regular, perma-

nent Charitable Society.

Secondly. That the pastor, or when the church is vacant,

some one whom they shall designate, enter, in a regular list,

the name of each one who is disposed thus to contribute, with

the sum to be contributed at each monthly concert, and each

sacramental occasion, till the name is withdrawn by the con-

tributor, it being understood that such person is at liberty to

exceed^ though not to fall short, of the stipulated sum.

Thirdly. That once in each year, the church hold an an-

nual meeting as a Charitable Society ; when they shall review

the great charitable objects of the day, and after seeking di-

vine direction, determine to what object or objects their char-

ities for the ensuing year shall be applied.

Fourtnly. That this systematic mode of collecting small

sums at stated seasons frequently recurring, be understood as

intended not to supercede any charitable associations already

formed, or any method of procuring larger contributions from

societies or individuals ; but as a source of income in addition

to those already in operation.

Fifthly. That the Board of Commissioners for Foreiga

Missions, and the Board of Directors of the American Educa-

tion Society, be requested to adopt such measures as theyv

may judge best, to lay the foregoing plan before ministers and

churches for their adoption.

The Committee appointed to audit the Treasurers account,

&c. made their report, which was accepted. They recom-

mend that each member of a district Association pay seventy-

five cents the nest year.

The Committee appointed to take minutes of the state of

religion, presented the substance of a report, which was ac-

cepted and ordered to a Committee of Publication, consisting

of Messrs. Hale, Perkins and Woodbridge.

NARRJITIVE OF THE STATE OF RELIGIOfi,

On former occasions it has been our delightful task to record

the mercy of the Most High, in numerous accessions to our

Churches, and multitudes of souls redeemed from the bondage



13

of sin, and brougut home to God through faith in the Savior.

It is not so now. While we rejoice to hear, that, in other

States, the work of the Lord is revived with power, we are

compelled to wee^ over our own stupidity, and to exclaim,

though not with sentiments of hopeless despondency, "Oh, that

it were with us as in months past !" Amidst all our discourage-

ments, we find not a little, in the situation of our Churches,

and the tokens of the divine favor to Massachusetts, to strength-

en our confidence in the protecting care, and promised grace

of Him, before whom, the prayers and the alms of his children

ascend, as a sweet and perpetual memorial.

The Monthly Concert of Prayer is generally observed with-

in our limits, and in many instances, in all parts of the State, is

accompanied with a charitable collection ; Sabbath Schools

! are common, and extending more widely, their salutary influ-

;
ence ; the benevolent objects of the day receive increasing

I patronage ; and the profits of merchandize, of mechanical

J skill, and of female industry, are consecrated to the cause of

; Zion—to the education of pious youth for the ministry, the

1 instruction of the ignorant, and the salvation of the world.

;
We particularly notice as worthy of praise and imitation,

i the charity of our Christian fanners^ who have in very many
i instances, within the last year, been induced to make the ex-

I

periment of devoting to the service of christian missions, some

: portion of that soil, by which, tlirough the blessing of God on

Iheir exertions, they enjoy so much comfort, and abundance.

To the eye of Christian philanthropj'^, it must be peculiarly

refreshing, to behold, scattered over the face of this ilourish-

i ing state, here and there a missionary field, waving to the

1 breeze of Heaven, and destined to bless, with the bread of

eternal life, the most distant nations of the earth.

Highlj^ gratified as we are^ in recording these plans of be-

nevolence, and means of diffusing abroad the savour of Christ's

name
;
yet we would not omit to give a more minute account

of the real state of things as they exist in our several indivi-

dual associations.

From the Berkshire Association, containing nineteen church-

es, cf which all are supplied with Pastors, we have been fa-

vored with pleasing intelligence. The revival at Pittsfield,
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which commenced more than a year ago, still continues, and

.bas recently received a new and powerful impulse. Within a

few weeks, more than twenty individuals, it is hoped, have

been made the subjects of renewing grace. Since the first

commencement of the work about seventy have publicly unit-

ed themselves to the Congregational church. In the towns of

Stockbridge and Sandisfield also, there is an unusual and in-

creasing attention to the concerns of the soul ; and in various

other places, augmented zeal, renewed energy in prayer, and

the enlivened ardor of hope are observable among the friends

of the Redeemer.

Within the limits of the Mountain Association, are eleven

churches, of which nine are supplied with pastors. Its repre

sentatiyes state, that, although coldness in religion generally

prevails, yet God, in mercy, has visited some of their churches,

The revival in Chester and Middlefield continued into the last

jear ; and in ihe former place eighty-five since our last meet-

ing have been visibly added to the Lord. The whole number

of those who have been received to the communion of the

church in Middlefield, is twenty-nine. In other towns, pleas

ing hopes are entertained that God is about to revive his work,

and occasional instances ofconversion to Christ have occurred.

In the Franklin Association, the ordinances of the Gospel

are generally respected ; and in the town of Charlemont, God

has been pleased to appear in his glory for the enlargement oi

Zion. In several other places, intimations are afforded of the

special presence of the Spirit of grace ; and Christians are

joyful in hope.

From the Hampshire Central Association, we learn, that

though no such general revivals of religion within their limits,

as we have formerly had occasion to record, have been wit-

nessed, during the last year, yet the word of God is not with-

out its effect, in promoting social order, attachment to the

truth, and respect for the institutions of Christianity.

The same general observation may be applied to the Hamp-

den Association, with the pleasing exception, that in several

towns, particularly in Longmeadow, Blanford and Tolland,

revivals have commenced, which, it is hoped, will issue in the

ialvation of manv souls.



The towns of Greenwich and Oakham, within the limits of

the Brookfield Association have been visited by the special

effusions of the Holy Spirit; and in the former place the num-

ber of hopeful converts is about 60, Among those who have

been added to the first Church in Brookfield, is a native of the

Sandwich Islands—a promising youth, who is soon to enter the

Foreign Mission School at Cornwall.

From the Westminster Association, we learn, that no special

awakenings have been enjoyed within their limits, during the

last year ; but more than the usual number have been added

to the communion of their churches.

Though no special revival, in any of the churches compris-

ed in the Worcester North Association, has been experienced,

yet in a number of instances, the preached Gospel, has, it is

believed, proved, through a divine influence, the wisdom of

God, and the power of God, to the salvation of sinners.

In the Union Association, consisting of twelve pastors and

churches, the gracious presence of Christ has been chiefly

manifested, in the augmented zeal and steady co-operation of

Christians, to maintain the truth at home, and extend, by their

charities, its triumphs through a world lying in wickedness.

In the Assocsation of Salem and vicinity, the cause of evan-

gelical truth and purity is advancing ; christian& feel more and

more the importance of decision and activity in religion ; and

though the stupidity of many is deeply to be lamented, yet the

signal blessings which, during the last year, have been bestowed

on the Churches of Beverly and Salem, may well encourage all

the friends of God, to hope and to pray. In the former place,

there have been about two hundred hopeful conversions ; and

in the latter, not far from one hundred. The revival in Sa-

lem, as in most other places, similarly favored, seemed to be-

gin in an unusual spirit of prayer, among the professed follovv-

ers of the Savior. The work, in that place, still continues.

In Rowley, Byefield, and, in a less degree, in some other

places within the limits of the Essex Middle Association, God
has been pleased to make bare his arm for the salvation of

sinners. In Byefield forty persons have been added to the

Church. The Ministers and Churches comprehended in that

, hodjy are happily united in sentiment, and efforts to do good.
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From the Haverhill Association, no animating reports of any

S'eneral revivals of religion have been received ; but we have

been happy to hear, that amidst all the evils of spiritual de-

clension, the institutions of benevolence are cherished, and the

ordinances of God treated with respect.

Within the limits of the Old Colony Association, are fourteen

Churches and nine pastors, one of whom was ordained the last

5^ear. Within that period, a work of g'race has been visible in

Berkley, Plymouth, and several other places.

The Association regret to learn, that the operations of the

American Education Society are impeded by the deficiency of

its funds. While the candidates for its assistance have in-

creased, the receipts of its Treasury have been diminished.

During the past year, the Society has given assistance to about

200 beneficiaries, of different States, and in various stages of

study preparatory to the Christian Ministry. The Association

earnestly hope, that this Institution, and other kindred Socie-

ties will not fail to receive that efficient patronage from the

Churches which their importance demands.

We cannot forbear to congratulate the friends of Jesus, on

the prosperous state of the Theological Seminary at Andover

It contains, at present, one hundred and twelve students, who

are engaged in studies, preparatory to the Christian Ministry,

and who if God crown their exertions with success, may one

day be instrumental of turning many to righteousness.

The religious intelligence from the General Assembly of the

Presbyterian Church is highly interesting. It appears that

there are 62 Presbyteries connected with that body. Fifty of

these, report 1300 Churches within their bounds, to which

additions have been made, during the past year, of 7186 souls,

mostly the fruit of recent, and unusually extensive revivals of

religion. The system of Biblical and Sabbath school instruc-

tion is pursued with great success. The concert of Prayer is

generally observed. Many new Churches and congregations

have been organized ; and there is apparently an increased

attention to the outward means of grace and salvation.

The Theological Seminary at Princeton continues to enjoy

the smiles of divine Providence. It contains, at present, 73

students, among whom the spirit of Missions is increasing. On
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the whole, there iS much in that large section of the American

Church, to rejoice our hearts, and to awaken our praise.

We reg-ret to state, that there was no delegation, from the

General Association of Connecticut, to this body. From one

of our own Delegates to that Association, however, we learn

that, that portion of Zion is peculiarly blest. Out of 207 Con-

gregations 80 have enjoyed the past year, or are now enjoying

the reviving influences of the Holy Spirit. Already have these

influences resulted in the hopeful conversion of about 5000
souls. The good work is still advancing, and extending its

saving benefits to other churches, to cheer the hearts, to ani-

mate the hopes, and to encourage the prayers of those who
belong to the kingdom of God.

From New Hampshire, we are happy to learn, that a gen-

eral harmony prevails among the Ministers of the Gospel

;

and that a spirit of prayer and of co-operation in the benevo-

lent objects of the day is manifesting itself, among the pro-

fessed followers of the Redeemer. Though our brethren

from that State have not been able to tell of such extensive

revivals of religion, as have formerly been witnessed, yet they

have cheered our hearts by the intelligence, that in various

instances, God has poured out bis Spirit for the enlargement

of his kingdom. In Bath, the work of grace has been great

and powerful ; and we have been peculiarly gratified to learn,

that an unusual attention to religion has commenced in Hano-

ver, and extends to the College in that town. The diminu-

tion of some societies, in numbers, has operated on Christians,

as an excitement to greater exertions for maintaining and pro-

moting the Institutions of the Gospel.

The Association learn, from the General Convention of

Vermont, that there are, within their limits, 74 settled Minis-

ters, and 97 destitute Churches ; that although they have not

been so extensively blessed with the effusions of the Spirit, as

in some years past, yet, revivals of religion have been enjoyed,

to a greater or less extent, in twenty-nine towns. We are

happy also to learn that God is again carrying on his work in

the College at Middiebury. The Education Society in its

North-western and Eastern branches, and the Juvenile Mis-
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siouary Society, arc llourishing, and increasing both in pat-

ronage and usefulness.

A connection having been formed, at this session, between

4his body and the " Evangelical Consociation" of Rhode Island,

it becomes proper to notice the state of religion, within the

bounds of that Consociation. From their Delegate we learn,

that " all the eastern part of the State has been visited with

the gracious effusions of the Holy Spirit, in the course of the

year 1820." Sabbath Schools are universally established;

the Monthly Concert of Prayer is observed, and contributions

are occasionally taken up, to aid the charitable efforts of the

day. On the whole, it appears that the Institutions of the

Gospel, in that State, are beginning to command more respect

and attention, and that the little Church there, is rising in

strength, in beauty, and in glory.

The foregoing summary, pointing to the care bestowed

upon the rising generation, the benevolent exertions that are

made for the extension of Christ's kingdom, and the copious

effusions of the Spirit that have been witnessed, while it en-

courages our praj'ers and efforts, affords us assurance that all

the glorious things spoken of the city of our God, are hasten-

ing to their accomplishmeat. May He who sits as king on the

holy hill of ZioD, continue the mighty triumphs of his grace,

and steadily bear his Church forward to its final state of rest

and glorj'. And now '•' Bles:;ed be the Lord God, the God of

" Israel, who only doeth wondrous things. Blessed be his

" glorioj.13 name lorever; an.d let the ivhole earth be filled

" with his gloiT. AuiCn, and amen."

Votcd^ That the Publishing Committee be instructed to

make such extracts from the Minutes of this meeting, as they

shall judge expedient, and see that tkey be published in the

usual form, and further, that they procure the insertion of such

of them as may be most interesting to the pubhc, in the Boston

Fi.ecorder and other papers.

The Plcv. ThacMeus Osgood presented a requo-^t in compli-

ance with which. Rev. Messrs. Brown Emerson and Elias Cor-

nelius were appointed a Committee to audit his accounts, and
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give him such advice in the prosecution of his benevolent de-

signs, as they may think proper.

Messrs. Perry and Bradford were appointed a Committee to

enquire into the expediency and practicability of forming a

union between this body and the General Synod of the Dutch

Reformed Church, and report at the next session of the Asso-

ciation.

Messrs. Fay, Cogswell and Perry were appointed a Com-

mittee td provide an agent in Boston to receive and distribute

the Minutes of this Association and of other bodies that may
send their Minutes to thia Association.

The Rev. Doct. Shepard, Rev. Heman Humphrey, and

Rev. David Field, were appointed a Committee to prepare

the Pastoral Address f©r the next year.

Voled^ That the next meeting of the General Association be

at Springfield, at the house of Rev. Samuel Osgood ; and that

the Worcester North Association be requested to furnish the

Preacher of the Associational Sermon. The time of meeting

will be the fourth Tuesday in June, at 5 o'clock, P. M.

Voted^ That the thanks of this body be presented to the

Rev. Mr. Dodge, and to the church and congregation of the

first parish in Haverhill for the distinguished kindness and

hospitality which they have manifested during the present

meeting of this Association; and to the choir of singers for

their generous and highly satisfactory attentions.

Thanks were also voted to the Rev. Moderator, Secretaiy

and Scribes, for their faithful and patient services during the

session.

The meeting was closed by uniting in prayer offered by

Mr. Miltimore, and singing the Christian Doxology.

WARREN FAY, Moderator.

ELIAS CORNELIUS, Scribe.

JAMES BRADFORD, Assistant Scribe.
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MINUTES

GENERAL ASSOCIATION OF MASSACHUSETTS.

1 HE General Association of Massachusetts, convened at Spring-

field, Tuesday, June 25, 1822, at five o'clock, P. M. and continu-

ed its sessions until Thursday evening.

Rev. HEMAN HUMPHREY, Moderator,

Rev. ALFRED ELY, Scribe.

Rev. RICHARD S. STORRS, Assistant Scribe.

MEMBERS.

Rev. Messrs. Ralph W. Gridley, > Berkshire Association.
" " Heman Humphrey, ^

" " Benjamin Woodbridge, }
fountain.

" " Rufus Pomeroy, ^

:: :: ra;rvm"z,iH-p*'- centra.,

:: :: SX '°°'^'1 «-''^-

" " ^'=pl"=nCro«ty>Ur„okfield.
" " Jason Park, ^
" " *Eber L. Clark, North Worcester.

'
" i°^u S*"^J" «"; \ Union.

" « Richard S. Storrs,
^

" " David OUphant, Salem and Vicinity.

Sylvester Holmes, > ^^^ Colony.
John Shaw, ^

*• Enoch Pratt, Barnstable.

« « John H. Rice, D. D. ) General Assembly of the

« John McDowell, D. D. ^ Presbyterian Cburoh.((

* Took his seat the second day.
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KeT. Messrs. Luther Hart, > q^^q^slI Association of Connecticut.
« « Isaac Parsons, ^

X , 1X7 11 ^ General Association of New
" " J«hn Walker,

^
Hampshire.

« " Rufus Cushman, General Convention of Vermont.

, . ,. T^ T^ > Evanffeiical Consociation of
" " Samuel Austm, D. D.

^ ^^^^^ ^^^.^^^

Enoch Hale, Secretary.

Samuel Osgood, Minister of the place.

The moderator opened and concluded the several sessions of

the Association with prayer, except the last.

After the reading of the standing rales of the Association, the

Rev. Messrs. Hale, Rice and Codman, were appointed a commit-

tee of arrangements.

Rev. Messrs. Cooley, McDowell, Oliphant, Walker and Hart,

were appointed to receive the reports of the several ecclesiastical i

bodies formmg this Association and connected with it, and prepare

from them a general report on the state of religion.

Rev. Messrs. Cannon, Crosby, Holmes, Williston and Storrs,

were appointed a committee to ascertain the state of the dele-

gations from this to other ecclesiastical bodies, and to nominate

delegates for the next year.

Rev. Messrs. Codman, Fay and Storrs, of the Union Association,

were appointed to prepare a Pastoral Address to the churches^

to be reported at the next annual meeting.

Rev. Messrs. Osgood, Codman and Shaw, were appointed t#

audit the accounts of the Treasurer.

The Report of the committee, appointed last year to revise the

rules of this Association was read. After considerable discussion,

several articles in the Report were recommitted for amendment
to Rev. Messrs. Austin, Cannon, WiUiams, Hale and Fisk, The
original Report, as amended, was afterwards accepted.

The Pastoral Address, prepared by a committee of the Berk-

shire Association, was read and accepted.

PASTORAL ADDRESS.

Dear Brethren, beloved in the Lord^

We wish now to address you on a subject which
cannot fail of being interesting to your hearts, the re-

vival of rehgion in the places where you live. The



5'

subject has doubtless occupied your thoughts, and

perhaps has excited many prayers and efforts. We
are sure you will hear us with attention, and we trust

be willing and prompt to adopt and execute the meas-

ures which shall be proposed. All experience as well

as Scripture shows, that if the work of the Lord is re-

vived, the Lord must revive it. The heart is too hard

to melt at human touch. But the same experience

and Scripture show, that if the work of God is re-

vived, it will be revived through a blessing on means.

Thus saith the Lord God, promising good to his chos-

en, I will yet for this be inquired of by the house of

Israel to dolt for them. Permit us then. Brethren, to

propose to you some measures, to be adopted, in de-

pendence upon divine grace, with a view to promote
the revival of religion.

L Then we propose that you all meditate deeply

upon the importance of this subject.

Since you named the name of Christ, how many
of your brethren, who used to meet you in the circle

of prayer and at the table of the Lord, and who en-

gaged with you in plans and efforts of benevolence,

have fallen asleep! In a little time your days will be
numbered and finished. If then God does not revive

his work, the churches must dwindle and ultimately

perish, or be filled with unconverted and unholy men»
And all those that live and die in sin must be mis-

erable for ever. The sufferings which they will en-

dure from the rage and rancor of indignant and un-

gratlfied passions, from the accusation of conscience,

from the sight and execration of companions, and ab-

solute despair of relief; from the worm that never

dies, and the fire that is never quenched, are beyond
conception. Can you bear that your dearest kindred,

your neighbors, your fellow-creatures, should go to a

hell so awful, without making all possible efforts to

deliver them? And should they be converted, they

will not only escape this accumulation of evil, but ac-



6

quire tiie iinuge of God, and enjoy blessedness to the

extent of their faculties throughout all eternitj. But

in contemplating t!ie iEnportance of the revival of re-

ligion, vv^e are nut merely to consider the happiness

^vhich will accrue to the subjects. We are to bring

into the account their increased usefulness, and the

bearing of their conversion upon the cause and king-

dom of God. They will enlarge, strengthen, and

edify the church, will adorn all the relations of life,

will extend a virtuous and blessed influence over so-

ciety, will honor God, their Creator, Redeemer and

Sanctiher—they will also be the instruments ofcon-i

verting others, and of preparing them to convert oth-

ers in their turn, and all those who shall be converted

through their instrumentality will share with them
the glories of heaven. The immediate effects of a

revival are exceedingly happy—the future and ulti-

mate effects are immense and glorious.

2. Let every thing be removed from you which is

calculated to prejudice the minds of men against re*

ligion, and to stay the influences of the Spirit. Chris-i

tians may do many things, which will injure the causei

of their blessed Master. If they sink into stupidity,

ynconverted men will be likely to draw the conclusion,

either that there is no such thing as religion, or that

it is a reality of no considerable value. If they be-

come worldly in their conversation and pursuits; i£i

they neglect on trivial grounds the ordinances of thei

Gospel, if they are backward in supporting divine in-i

stitutions among themselves, or in aiding the plans im

operation for sending them abroad, it is no marvel

if sinners are prejudiced against religion. All cold-s

ness, disaffection and uncharitableness among Chrisn

tians, all open contention and overt acts of wicked-'

ness, have a mischievous influence. These things

also, being criminal in the sight of God, provoke him

to withhold his spirit. We entreat you therefore,

brethren, to stir up your minds to duty. Be not con-;
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formed to this world, but be ye transformed by the

renewing of your minds. Banish from you the ris-

ings of suspicion, envy, jealousy, and every evil pas-

sion. Abhor that which is evil, cleave to that which

is good. Let that purity of temper and life be sought

by you which existed at Jerusalem, when the Lord
added to the church daily such as should be saved.

Walk in the fear of God, and in the comfort of the

Holy Ghost, as the churches in Judea and Samaria

did when they were multiplied.

3. In whatsoever things you have been unfaithful,

humble yourselves before the Lord.

Good people, the best people, have much to hum-
ble them. Perhaps childhood passed wholly away,

perhaps youth, and considerable portions of manhood,
before any holy emotions were cherished towards

their Maker and Benefactor. When they were the

servants of sin they were free from righteousness.

And how have they lived since they were converted

to God? Very differently from what they once did,

and very differently from the rest of the world; for

they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with

its affections and lusts. But they have not loved, serv-

ed and glorified God to the extent of his law. No
day has passed over their heads in which they have
done nothing amiss. No relation has been sustained

with all that faithfulness, and no service has been

performed with all that spirituality, which God lip.s

required. How many opportunities for prayer, read-

ing, and meditation, for pious conversation, and for

doing good, have been omitted? W^ere they favored

with such discoveries of the purity and majesty of

God, of the holiness of his worship, and the strict-

ness of his law, as were vouchsafed to Job, Isaiah, and
Paul, they would have occasion to adopt their con-

fessions. We entreat you then. Brethren, to review
faithfully your past exercises and lives, and wherein
you find any deviation from the will of God, humbly
confess them. To judge ourselves, is the way not to
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tain the favor of God; for he resisteth the proud, but

giveth grace to the humble. And we would affection-

ately recommend to the brethren, to set apart seasons

for the purpose of humbling themselves privately be-

fore God. Where there is a pious family we recom-

mend that they humble themselves before God as a

family. And we recommend furthermore to the breth-

ren of the churches, that they meet together as a body

for this purpose. When Daniel understood that the

time for dehvering the people approached, he set his

face unto the Lord his God, to seek by prayer and

supplication, with fasting, and sackcloth, and ashes.

His pious brethren, doubtless, followed his example.

4. We propose to the brethren, to address their

fellow-creatures, who are without the pale of the

church on the subject of conversion to God.
Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth will

speak. If Christians feel the worth of the soul, how
can they mingle with their fellow-creatures from day

to day, and say nothing to them on the things of the

kingdom of God. We do not think it desirable that

Christians, in conversation with the unconverted,

should dwell on the more abstruse and difficult points

of theology; much less that they should dwell oa

mint, anise and cummin. The great subject which we
would have them present before sinners has been

named, conversion to God. This stands directly con-

nected with their everlasting welfare; and they must

experience it or be lost. This must be urged. Far

be it from us, however, to intimate that we would

have the brethren assume a stern and dogmatical air

in their addresses. This would be more likely to ex-

cite disgust than to secure attention; and in the result

would probably defeat the object intended. Nor
would we have their addresses take a controversial

cast. This would probably lead the persons address^

ed to take the attitude of opposers. The simplicityj
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dressed Peter, and Phihp Nathaniel, as stated in the

first chapter of John, is a specimen o(" the manner ia

which we would have the brethren address their fel-

low-creatures; a manner the least likely to excite pas-

sion and opposition, and the most likely to produce

seriousness, conversion, and salvation.

In this manner Christians individually are bound to

address their fellow-creatures. Nothing can absolve

them from their obligationto do it. This leads,

5. To another measure which we would propose

to you, and that is, to call upon God earnestly and
importunately to revive his work. ''O Lord, revive

thy work, in the midst of these years make known,
and in wrath remember mercy." Every thing should

prompt you to pray for this blessing. It is a blessing

of inconceivable importance to the church and to the

world. It is one which involves more than any other,

the glory of God, and the extension and honor of his

kingdom. It is one which God is preeminently will-;

ing to grant; and for the consistent bestowment of

which, provision is made by the mediation of Christ.

It is one which God has granted in answer to prayer

in instances innumerable. While waiting for the

promised out-pouring of the Spirit, the disciples con-

tinued at Jerusalem with one accord in prayer and
supplication. They were engaged in this service

when the day of Pentecost arrived, that memorable
day on which three thousand souls were convicted

and converted. Brethren, God is more ready to give

his Holy Spirit than you are to ask it. Do you then

wish to have the churches to which you belong en-

larged.'^ Do you wish to have your relatives and

neighbors brought into the kingdom? Do you wish to

see the millennial day approach? Then pray him with

whom ?s the residue of the Spirit, to revive his work.

Are you fearful of an increase of error and vice? Then
lift up your cries to God to maintain his cause. When-

2
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ever you enter into your closets, let it be your prayer

to God that he would revive his work. Let this be

a part of your supplication, morning and evening in

the family. If two or three of you meet together,

do not separate till a prayer is offered to the Al-

mighty. Let praying circles be formed for the ex-

press purpose of imploring the revival of religion. Let
the church also be gathered together to pray before

the Lord, that his name may be hallowed, that his

kingdom may come, and his will be done on earth as

it is in heaven.

Beloved brethren, you cannot do without revivals.

If, after adopting the measures we have proposed,

you fail of the blessing intended, we entreat you to

pursue them. Resolve, as churches and as individu-

als, "for Zion's sake we will not hold our peace, and

for Jerusalem's sake, we will not rest, till the right-

eousness thereof go forth as brightness, and the sal-

vation thereof as a lamp that burneth"—^"And now
blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, who
only doeth wondrous things, and blessed be his glo-

rious name for ever: and let the whole earth be filled

with his glory. Amen and Amen."

It is expected that the above address will he read to

each church and congregation in connexion with the Gen'

eral Association, by the minister or some other suitable

person.

Rev. Dr. Rice, in behalf of the General Assembly of the Pres-

byterian church, having presented a copy of the revised edition

of the constitution of that church, to this Association, accompanied
by some very appropriate remarks, the following vote was passed
by the Association:

Voted, That while we most sincerely reciprocate the feehngs
of Christian affection, expressed by Dr. Rice in presenting the

Constitution of the Presbjterian Church, to this body, the thanks

of th§ Associotion be presented to the General Assembly, for thiS.
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bken of their regard; and that the Secretary communicate this

vote to the stated Clerk of that body.

It being ascertained that the gentlemen appointed to preach the
Associational sermon, would probably fail, a committee was ap»

pointed to select a preacher. Dr. Rice was selected, and consent-

ed to preach.

Some communications were submitted from the committee ap-

pointed last year to consider the expediency of forming a union
between this body and the General Synod of the Dutch reformed
church. These communications were committed to the Rev.
Messrs. McDowell, Oliphimt and Gile, to feport before the close

of the present session.

Wednesday afternoon. At two o'clock attended divine service.

The sermon was delivered by Rev. Dr. Rice, from 2 Cor. v, 14,

35. ''The love of Christ constraineth us," &,c.

The thanks of the Association were presented to the preacher,

for his excellent discourse.

After public worship, the narratives on the state of religion

were read.

The committee for the nomination of delegates to the ecclesi-

astical bodies with which this Association is connected, made their

report. After taking and counting the ballots on the several nom-
inations, it appeared that the following delegates were duly ap-

pointed, viz.

To the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, to meet
at Philadelphia, on the third Thursday in May, 1823.

Rev. Messrs. John Woodbridge,
" " Oliver Cobb.
« " Jonathan L. Pomeroy, > ^^^^^ substitutes." '• Cyrus Mann,

^

To the General Association of Connecticut, to meet at Windsor

on the third Tuesday in June, 1823.

Rev. Messrs, Samuel Osgood,
" " Jonathan Grout,

" " Elijah Dexter, ) m, . i. ^-i. t
,, -pv \ Du 1 > Their substitutes," " Eliakim Phelps,

^
To the General Association of New Hampshire, to meet at

Pembroke, on the first Tuesday of September, 1822,

. Rev. Messrs. Rufus Pomeroy,
" " John Codman.
" " Roswell Hawkes, > rnu • . u i-* i
,, ,, T-i J T Tu \ Their substitutes." " David L. Hunn, ^

To the General Convention of Congregational and Presbyterian

ministers in Vermont, to meet on the second Tuesday of Septena*"

ber, 1822.

Rev. Messrs. Daniel A, Clark,
" " Experience Porter.
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Rev. Messrs. Thomas Shepard, >
^j^^j^ substitutes.

" " David Oliphant, ^

To the Evangelical Consociation of Rhode Island, to meet ob

the second Tuesday of June, 1823.

Rev. Messrs. Samuel Ware,
" " Vinson Gould.
" " Elias Cornelius, } rnu • i, *.». t. „
,- ,, o 1 . D . > Their substitutes." " Sylvester Burt,

^

The committee on the communications respecting an union be-

tween this body and the Dutch Reformed church, reported a rec-

ommendation, that a committee of three be appointed by this As-

sociation, to meet a similar committee on the part of the General

Synod of the Dutch Reformed church, if they think proper to

appoint such a committee; and that the committee on the part of

this General Association have power to agree upon a plan of cor-

respondence, which plan it shall be their duty when formed, to

report to the General Association for their adoption or rejectionj

also, that the Secretary of the Association communicate to the

Moderator or Secretary of the General Synod, netice of the ap-

pointment of this committee. This Report was accepted—and the

Rev. A. Hjde, D. D., J. Lyman, D. D. and H. Humphrey, were
appointed the committee recommended in the Report.

Reports of delegates from this Body to other ecclesiastical bodie»

were presented and read.

Voted, That the next meeting of this Association be holden at

New-Bedford, on the fourth Tuesday in June, 1823, at five o'clock,

P. M. at the house of Rev. Sylvester Holmes.
Voted, That the Berkshire Association be requested to fur-

nish the Preacher for the next year.

At nine o'clock, Thursday morning, the business of the Asso-

ciation was suspended to give opportunity for the Domestic Mis-

sionary Society to hold their annual meeting. In the Afternoon,

after the sermon delivered by the Rev. Mr. Codman, before the

Domestic Missionary Society, the Association united with the

church, with other ministers, and many members of other churches

in the celebration of the Lord's supper.

Rev. Messrs. Storrs, Gile and Codman, were appointed a com-

mittee for the purpose of making such extracts from the minutes

of the meeting as they shall judge expedient, and to see that

they be published in the usual form: and further, that they pro-

cure the insertion of such as may be most interesting to the pub-

lic in the Boston Recorder, and other papers.

Voted, That the thanks of this body be presented to the Rev.

Mr. Osgood, and to the first charch and congregation in Springfield,

tor the Christian kindness and hospitality which they have mani-

fested during the present meeting of this Association; and to the

choir of singers for their generous services, their highly satisfac-

tory and distinguished performances.
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The Report of the Auditing committee on the slate of ihe treas-

iiry, was read and accepted. This committee recommended the

assessment of seventy-five cents, on the members of the several

associations connected with this hoc^y.

The committee appointed to draft a general Report on the state

of religion, presented the following Narrative, which was read

and accepted.

NARRATIVE
Ofthe state of religion within the limits of the General
Association of Massachusetts, and of other bodies in
connexion with it, during the last year.

JEach passing year confirms this great promise of the

New-Testament, "I will praj the Father, and he shall

give you another Comforter, that he may abide with

you forever." All the peace and order in the

churches, all the comfort and spiritual growth of Chris-,

tians, all the stability and enlargement of the empire
of holiness, are to be attributed to the influence of Je-

hovah the Spirit. The period in which we live is

truly eventful. "Revivals of religion" have impart-

ed a feature to the present age, which gives it a pe-

culiar interest.—In reviewing the past year, while

we would very deeply lament the formality and failures

of professing Christians, and the errors and vices and
affecting stupidity of many impenitent sinners, we
would record, with devout gratitude, the special tokens

of the divine presence. The Churches within our

bounds are generally tranquil and prosperous. Upon
a number of our Congregations, diviae influence has

seemed to descend like the silent dew of heaven, and

not a few have been deeply impressed with a sense

of the importance of spiritual and eternal things.

From the Berkshire Association, consisti^ig of twenty

Churches, we have received animating intelliger«ce.

Fourteen of these, viz. PitfsfielrL Stockbriclge, West-
Stockbridge, Lenux, Lee, Grea^ Barn'ngion, Sheflield,

Egrtniont, both Churches ii' Nc iv-Maribcrough, San-

distield, Tyringhauj, Lanesborough and W iiliarastowii
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have been blessed with the special Influences of the

Holy Spirit; and it is charitably hoped, that there

have been nine hundred converts, of whom between
six and seven hundred have united with the Church.

The revivals in all these Churches began with Chris

tians, and first became manifest by an unusual spirit of

prayer. Among the apparent means of this exten

sive and interesting work, the most distinguished in

connexion with the preached word, were days of fast-

ing and prayer, meetings of inquiry, quarterly meetings

for special prayer and the instruction of baptized chil-

dren, and visits of committees appointed by the

Churches to go from house to house. All the Church-
es in this Association are united in sentiment and pros-

perous.

In the Mountam Association, consisting of twelve

Churches, there has been no special attention except

in Washington and Hinsdale, and in the latter place,

it has been much injured by sectarian mfluence.

From the Franklin Association we learn, that in

Conway and Ashfield, the spirit has been poured from
on high, and in the former place eighty and in the lat-

ter fifty, have hopefully become the subjects of renew-
ing grace. There is but one vacancy Avithin the limits

of this Association, but several in the vicinity, in some
of which a strong desire for religious instruction is

manifested.

There have been no revivals, the past year in the

Churches composing the Hampshire Central Associa-

tion, yet additions have been made to most of them.

Attendance on public worship is general and uniform.

The Churches, with the exception of two or three,

are supplied with pastors, and are distinguished for or-

der and harmony. The number of communicants in

nine Churches is 2047, of whom 612 belong to the

Church in Northampton.

The Hamden Association is composed of eighteeni

Churches and twelve pastors. The whole number of
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communicants is two thousand one hundred and fifty-

five. During tlie past year 140 have been admitted

to the Churches, and there has been a revived atten-

tion to rehgion in Granville, South-Wilbraharo, Long-

Meadow, and especially in Tolland. The first Church
in Springfield, and the Church in Monson, take up
a collection at every communion, for the benefit of

their poor, and particularly to aid the benevolent ope-

rations of the day; and several of the Churches have
adopted a uniform confession of faith.

The Churches in the Brookfield Association have
occasion for thankfulness, that the converts in the late

revivals, with but few exceptions, are stedfast in the

faith, and persevering in the duties of religion. One
Church has formed itself into a Missionary Society and

raised, the past year, one hundred dollars, in addition

to its usual contributions. Another Church, in con-

nexion yvhh several members of the Society, is culti-

vating a field of five acres, the proceeds of wliich are

to be devoted to the objects of the Education Society.

There have been revivals in Greenwich and Oakliam,

To the church in the former place, fifty-five have been
added, and to that in the latter eighty-six.

The Union Association comprises sixteen churches.

There have been no recent revivals of religion, but

there have been some additions to most of the

Churches. An increasing firmness and zeal are visible

among Christians, in their attachment to the cause of

evangelical religion; and there is reason to believe that

truth is advancing. Several ministers have been en-

gaged in a plan of pastoral visiting among the Churches,

for the purpose of more extensive and intimate ac-

quaintance, and thus to produce a mutual and more
lively interest in each other's prosperity. Some good
effects hare beenialready perceived, in consequence of

adopting this plan, but not sufficient to test its useful-

ness. A union prayer-meeting of different denomina-

tions, has recently been established, vvhich has in*
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spired new hopes, and stimulated to new efforts, for a

revival of religion. There is a perceptible increase of

that enlightened, manly and Christian spirit, which

must be relied on as the chief instrument of opposing

and overcoming those fatal errors, which yet .wear a

threatening aspect to the Churches in Massachusetts.

The Association of Salem and vicinity has been di-

minished by the withdrawing of those members whose
religious opinions differ from those of the majority.

It now consists of fourteen members. No revivals have

been experienced, yet some have been added to most

of the Churches. They are generally distinguished

for good attendance on the means of grace, and for

harmony and brotherly love. Popular errors are

making no progress. The plan of visiting Churches,

adopted by the Union Association, has been pursued

here, and with good effect. A union of different de-

nominations for prayer has also been effected, and with

very flattering prospects. So great has been the in-

terest in this union, that the meeting-houses have been

opened for the accommodation of the assemblies, and

many have attended from the distance of five and even

ten miles.

The Old Colony Association comprises seventeen

churches, five of which are destitute, and four of these

tinabie to support the gospel without the aid of Chris-

tian benevolence. On their borders there is an eX'

tensive moral waste. Yet during the year two desti-

tute Churches have settled evangelical ministers. N(

particular impression is made by the prevailing errors

of the day. Harmony prevails among the pastors,

and some additions have been made to the Churches.

Much has been done for the education of pious young
men. Three who are now in their collegiate course,

and others who are preparing for College, are sup-i

ported principally by these Churches. A conference

of Churches for special prayer has been established,

and with good effects.
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In the Worcester North Association are seven

Churches, all of which are supplied. There is an in-

creasing attention to the means of grace, and the

friends of religion are more decided. Refreshings

from the presence of the Lord have been experi-

enced in Fitchburg, Ashlej, and Winchenden, and 130

are the hopeful subjects of divine grace. Of these,

sixty or seventy are in Winchendon, and youth are

principally the subjects.

The Barnstable County x4ssoclation contains nine-

teen Churches, all of which are supplied except two.

The number of communicants is about three thousand.

Since 1808 most of the Churches have experienced

revivals, some of them have shared richly in this

blessing, and have been greatly strengthened and
built up in the faith. Of these Churches, one is an

Indian Church, under the pastoral charge of Rev. Mr.
'Fisk, consisting of about twenty members; and . the

congregation in connexion with it comprises about

jthree hundred and fifty Indians and colored people.

It may be remarked in general, respecting the As-

sociations within our bounds, that the monthly concert

is attended and collections taken up;—Sabbath schools

are instituted and weekly conferences held;—and the

'various charitable objects receive increasing patron-

;age, from contributions, and from the avails of female

industry, and of missionary fields. The Theological

Institution at Andover, is in a very prosj^erous condi-

Ition, and contains 132 students. May it continue to

'enjoy the smiles of heaven.

Within the bounds of the General Assembly of the

Presbyterian Church, are extensive sections of coun-

try, especially on their frontiers, which are destitute

of the ordinances of the gospel. From these wastes

of Zion the Macedonian cry is heard, come over and
help us. Faithful ministers to break unto them the

bread of life, are greatly needed, and cannot be ob-

tained. But where the means of grace are statedly
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enjoyed, they are manifestly accompanied, in a greater

or less measure, with the influences of the Holy Spirit.

The monthly concert is generally attended. Much
zeal is manifested in the promotion of Sabbath Schools,

Bible Classes and Catechetical instruction. Baptized

children and their parents are in many instances, con-

vened and reminded of the solemn obligations imposed

upon them by their baptismal covenant. In several

Colleges, especially Union and Hamilton, there is a

lar2;e number of pious students. The Theological

vSeminary in Princeton, continues to enjoy the smiles of

the head of the Church. The general interests of

evangelical piety are advancing, and not a small num-

ber of Congregations have been refreshed by copious

effusions of the Holy Spirit.

The Delegates from Connecticut report, that within

the last two years, nearly one hundred congregations

have participated in special revivals of religion, and

more than three thousand have been added to the

Churches by profession. The Churches generally are

favored with peace; and although the great revivals

have in a degree subsided, yet we are cheered with

the knowledge, that, in some places, God is still mani-

festing his grace, in multiplying converts unto Christ.

Benevolent operations are continued and evidently

owned of God. Yale College is in a highly flourishing

condition. It numbers more than three hundred stu-

dents, of whom about one hundred are professors of

religion. The charity Students, from forty to fifty in

number, are respectable for scholarship, and by their

exemplary conduct, exert a salutary influence on the

morals of the Institution. In this connexion we would

notice, and that with deep and heartfelt grief, the la-

mented death of Professor Fisher, who perished in

the Ocean on the coast of Ireland! This mysterious and

truly affectinor dispensation of Providence has cast a

gloom over Yale College, and deprived our country

of one of her brightest ornaments. Earnestly and
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devoutly would we lift up our hearts to God, that this

event may be sanctified to the Seminary, and to all

the friends of science and of religion!—The Foreign
Mission School in Cornwall contains thirty-three Stu-

dents, twenty-six of whom are hopefully pious, and
nineteen have already made a public profession of re-

ligion.

In our survey of the state of New-Hampshire, while

we pause to weep over many desolate places, where
delusion and moral darkness prevail, we are happy to

find that, in some of these wastes, evangelical pastors

have been recently settled, and in others the labors of

faithful Missionaries are well received, and productive
of good effects. The last meeting of the General As-
sociation at New-Ipswich was succeeded by a revival

of religion in that place, and in this blessing several

other places have participated. The concert of pray-

er is generally attended and religious charities are en-

couraged. Where the gospel is statedly preached,

there is an increasing conviction of the importance of

experimental religion.

From the State of Vermont the religious intelli-

gence communicated, is peculiarly animating to the

friends of Zion. While the various charitable institu-

tions, and especially the Juvenile Missionary Society,

are extending their operations, there is much evidence

that these efforts to enlarge and beautify the city of

our God, are not unsuccessful. The College in Mid-
dlebury, has been blessed with the influences of the

Spirit, and two thirds of the students are numbered
among the friends of religion. In about fiky towns
there have been, during the past year, powerful revi-

vals of religion, and above two thousand and five hun-

dred have been added to th.e Churches. "'Who are

these that fly as a cloud and as doves to their windows."
In conclusion the General Association would exhort

the Churches to go forward. There is much to an-

imate the hopes, and encourage the efforts of Chris-
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tians. The present is evidently an era of light. The
efforts of Christian benevolence are steadily advancing,

and he who has called forth these efforts, is directing

them to a glorious issue. There seem to be clear signs,

that the predicted time is approaching, when "the

earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as

the waters cover the sea." Who ever witnesssed such

a great system of beneficence as we now witness?

Who ever witnessed such an extensive union in prayer?

And who, since the first ages of Christianity, have

had, the privilege to record such powerful and exten-

sive revivals of religion? May we not even now say,

"Lo this is our God, we have waited for him, and he

will save us; this is the Lord, we have waited for him,

we will rejoice and be glad in his salvation."

Voted, That the thanks of this body be presented to the Mod-

erator, Secretary and Scribes, for their faithful and laborious ser-

Tices, during the present session.

The meeting was closed by singing the 102d psalm, and uniting

in a prayer oifered by the Rev. Mr. Cushman.

Heman Humphrey, Moderator,

Alfred Ely, Scribe.

Richard S. Stores, Assistant Scribe,
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MINUTES

OF THE

GENERAL ASSOCIATION OF MASSACHUSETTS.

At a meeting of the General Association of Massachusetts hol-

ien at New Bedford, June 24, 1823. Present,

Rev. Messrs. David D^ Field, > Berkshire Association." " Ldwin W, Dwight, ^
" " Thomas Shepard, Franklin Association.
"

;;

Experience Porter, > Hampshire Central Associa." " Benjamin Rice,
^

^

" " William S. Sprague, Hampden Association.
« "

"If
^° ^^^\ I Brookfield Association." " Alvan Bond, ^

1 u ^iT"" ^^f"^'' I Worcester North Association." " William Laton,
)

[I « l'^^"" uT^^T i
Haverhill Association.« " Joseph Merrill, ^

« "
I'^'^'t^'W^'a Undover Association." " Justin Edwards, ^

;? 1 ?f"""f^ ^""l";^"' \ Salem, and Vicinity AssociatioB," " David Jewett, ^
' ''

" « WilUam Cogswell, Suffolk Association

: « " Calvin Hitchcock
« " Philip Colby,
« " ^emuel Le Baron, > q,^ Colony Association.« " Harvey Bushnell,

^
''

[\
'! cffP^ d'*^''"' a i

Barnstable Association.
'• " Stetson Raymond,

^
" " David M. Smith, ) General Assembly of the Pres=
" " William Hanford, I

byterian Church.

^'
> Union Association.

I :



-, -. ^ , •
1 ht I. > General Association of Con-

Rev. Messrs. Frederick Marsh, >
necticut

,, T , TT /-lu u > General Association of New
" " John H. Church, > u v.-

' ^ Hampshire.
" " Daniel O. Morton, > General Convention of Ver-

" " Eli S, Hunter, \ mont.

„ ,, T^, ri , } Evanafelical Consociation of
" " EbenezerColman, > du i ii j

'
^ Rhode island.

Rev. ENOCH HALE, Secretary,

Rev. SYLVESTER HOLMES, minister'of the place.

The Association being called to order by Rev. Mr. Holmes
Rev. Samuel Walker was chosen Moderator, Rev. Justin Edwards,

Scribe, and Rev. Thomas Shepard, Assistant Scribe.

The meeting was opened with prayer by the Moderator. Af-

ter reading the standing Rules of the Association, the Secretary,

Rev. Messrs. Porter, and Marsh were appointed a Committee of

arrangements. The meeting was then adjourned to eight o'clock,

Wednesday morning.

June 25. The Association met according to adjournment. The
meeting was opened with prayer by the Moderator.

The Committee of arrangements made their Report.

Rev. Messrs. Sprague, Hanford, and Field were appointed a

Committee to receive the reports of the several Ecclesiastical

bodies connected with this, and prepare a general report on the

state of religion.

Committees were appointed to nominate delegates from this to

other Ecclesiastical bodies, and to audit the Treasurers accounts.

The Directors of the Domestic Missionary Society, and the

delegates from this, to other Ecclesiastical bodies the last year,

were invited to sit as honorary members.
Rev. Messrs. Porter, Dwight, and Field were appointed a Com-

mittee to review, and adjust the amendments to the standing rules

of this body, which were adopted the last year.*
The Pastoral Address was read, and accepted.

Rev. Messrs. Cobb, Andrus, and Holmes of the Old Colony As-
sociation were appointed a Committee to prepare the Pastoral
Address for the next year.

The delegates to several of the Ecclesiastical bodies the last

year, made their report.

Rev. Messrs. Church, Tompkins, Dwight, Le Baron and Cobb
were appointed a Committee to report on a question proposed by
a member of the Old Colony Association.

* See page 6.

^'



The Committee to nominate delegates to other Ecclesiastical

bodies made their report.

Rev. Jonathan L. Pomeroy, and Rev. Cyrus Mann were ap-

pointed delegates to the General Assembly of the Presbyterian

Church, to meet at Philadelphia on the third Thursday of May
next. Rev. Experience Porter, and Rev. Brown Emerson were
appointed substitutes.

Rev. Elijah Dexter, and Rev. Eliakim Phelps were appointed
delegates to the General Association of Connecticut to meet at

Goshen on the third Tuesday in June 1824. Rev. Henry Lord,
and Rev. Daniel Huntington were appointed substitutes.

Rev. David L. Hunn, and Rev. Justin Edwards were appointed
delegates to the General Association of New Hampshire to meet
at Acworth on the lirst Tuesday in September. Rev. William
Cogswell, and Rev. Nathan Perkins were appointed substitutes.

Rev. Thomas Shepard, and Rev. David Oliphant, were ap-

pointed delegates to the General Convention of Vermont, to

meet at Ludlow on the second Tuesday in September, Rev.
Edward Hitchcock, and Rev. Ebenezer Jennings, were appointed
substitutes.

Rev. Elias Cornelius, and Rev. Sylvester Burt, were appointed

delegates to the Evangelical Consociation of Rhode Island, to

meet at East Greenwich, on the second Tuesday in June 1824.

Rev. Philip Colby, and Rev. Alfred Ely were appointed substi-

tutes.

A Sermon was delivered before the Association by Rev. David
D. Field, from 2 Cor. iv, 1, 2; after which the delegates gave
narratives of the state of religion in the churches.

The meeting was then adjourned to 8 o'clock on Thursday
morning.

June 26. Met according to adjournment; the meeting was
opened with prayer by the moderator.

Rev. Brown Emerson, and Rev. Elias Cornelius, were appoint-

ed a Committee to audit Rev. Thaddeus Osgood's accounts, and

publish the result in the Recorder.

The Committee appointed to review and adjust the amend-
ments to the standing rules of the Association, made their report,

which was accepted.

The Committee to audit the Treasurer's accounts, made their

report, which was accepted.

Voted, That Seventy-five cents be paid by each minister of the

( Associations connected with this body, to defray current expenses.

Voted, That the next annual meeting be holden within the

bounds of the Franklin Association; the place to be seasonably

and publicly designated by said Association.

Voted, That the Barnstable Association be requested to appoint
the preacher.
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Rev. R. S. Storrs, Rev. W. Fay, and Rev. B. B. Wisner were

appointed a committee of publication.

The business of the Association was then suspended to give

place to the business of the Domestic Missionary Society.

At 2 o'clock, P. M. the Association united with the Domestic

Missionary Society, and other ministers and Christians in the

celebration of the Lord's supper.

The Committee to prepare a narrative of the state of religion,

made their report, which was accepted, and delivered to the

committee of publication.

The Committee on the question from a member of the Old

Colony Association made the following report, which was accept-

ed. That it be recommended to the ministers connected with

this Association, not to attend ex parte councils without much de-

liberation, and obvious and urgent necessity.

Voted, That the General Association feel a grateful sense of the

kindness and hospitaUty of the Rev. Mr. Holmes and the people

of New Bedford during their session, and also of the laudable

efforts of the singers to give solemnity, and interest to their

public services.

The Association then united in singing the Christian doxology,

and in prayer by the Rev. David D. Fields, and then adjourned,

sine die.

SAMUEL WALKER, Moderator.

Justin Edwards, Scribe,

Thomas Shepard, Assistant Scribe.

STANDING RULES OF THE ASSOCIATION,

Referred to in p. 4 of the Extracts.

"Seven delegates from district Associations of Massachusetts

shall be requisite for a quorum to transact business."

"Gentlemen, who are admitted to seats as honorary members,

it is understood, have full liberty to take part in all deliberations,

though they are not considered as entitled to vote. And it is ex-

pected that they will give notice to the body, if they tind it

necessary to withdraw previously to the close of the session."

"The Clerical Directors of the Massachusetts Missionary

Society, shall ex officio have seats as honorary members of the

General Association."

"The approbation of the Committee of arrangements shall be

obtained, before a gentleman shall be proposed to the General

Association, to be admitted to a seat as an honorary member."



"A Vote, or Resolve to establish, alter or annul, a Standing

Rule of the General Association, shall be read twice, on different

days, and may be debated at each reading. At the tirst reading

the question shall be, Shall it be read the second time?"

A Committee shall be annually appointed to submit to the

General Association at the next meeting, a Pastoral Address, to

excite the attention of ministers and Christians to faithful disci-

pline in the churches, the instruction of the rising generation,

the sanctification of the Sabbath, and other subjects relating to

the general interests of religion. This Address being approved
by the General Association, shall be signed by the Moderator,
and printed with the extracts from the minutes. And each mm-
ister, and a suitable person within the limits of each vacant

church, is requested to read it to the church and congregation on
a Lord's day.

"A Publishing Committee shall be annually appointed, to make
such extracts from the Minutes of the meeting, as in their judg-

ment it will be proper to publish; procure to be printed such
number of copies, with the Pastoral Address and religious Narra-
tive, as will give one copy to each minister of the Associations

represented in thi§ body, and to each minister of the presbyteries

and associations represented in the ecclesiastical bodies, which
shall furnish copies of their Extracts, or proceedings, for all the

ministers represented in this General Association; and forward
the Extracts when printed for distribution."

"An agent shall be appointed in Boston, to transmit the ex-

tracts of the Minutes of this General Association to other ecclesi-

astical bodies, and to receive their extracts, or other publications,

and transmit them to the several district Associations represented

in this body. And notice of his appointment and place of business

shall be inserted in the printed Extracts."

"It shall be the duty of the Secretary to communicate informa-

tion to the agent in Boston, and to the Publishing Committee for

their direction."

"One copy of each publication received by the General Asso-

ciation, or printed by its order, shall be kept in its archives.

And all publications which shall be for the ministers of the dis-

trict Associations represented in this body, shall be proportioned

to them severally, according to their number of members, speci-

fied by their payments to the Treasury, and distributed under the

direction of the Secretary, subject to instructions from the

General Association."

"The district Associations shall give information to the agent
in Boston, or to the Secretary, in what manner they wish to have
Extracts, &c. sent to them."

Mr. Samuel T. Armstrong, Boston, No. 50, Cornhill, is agent
for the General Association.



NARRATIVE OF THE STATE OF RELIGION.

It Is at once an encouragement and an exercise of

pietj, to notice with proper feelings, the progress of

truth and righteousness, as well as to yield ourselves

to those sentiments of humility which a view of the

wants and desolations of ihe church is fitted to awak-

en. The knowledge of what God is doing for the

extension of true religion, and of what yet remains

to be done, while it is justly calculated to stir up into

vigorous exercise a spirit of devout thanksgiving, is

also fitted to render us humble in view of our past

deficiencies, to strengthen our confidence in the prom-

ises of our Master, and to quicken our diligence m the

great cause of man's salvation. Impressed with these

sentiments, the General Association beg leave to offer

to the Christian public, the following brief narrative

of the state of religion within the limits of this Asso-

ciation, and of the respective bodies with* which it

is connected.

In several important particulars, we have to state

tha^ no very material changes have taken place dur-

ing the past year. The churches within our bounds,

have, in general, maintained the unity of the Spirit in

the bond of peace. There has been, at least, the

usual attendance on the ordinances and institutions of

religion, and we believe they have been blessed of

God with more than ordinary efficacy. Sabbath

schools are very generally established, and increasing

evidence is afforded that they are destined to hold a

prominent place among the means of moral reforma-

tion and improvement. The monthly concert of

prayer is observed in most of our churches, and other

occasional meetings for prayer and religious confer-

ence. The great cause of Christian benevolence
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seems to be gradually advancing, inasmuch as the char-

itable associations of former years continue to operate,

and in some instances with increased energy, and

many others, particularly among females, haV^e more
recently come into existence. Among these, may be

noticed several societies which have been formed,

particularly in the western part of the state, auxiliary

to the American Society for meliorating the condition

of the Jews. Several ministers have been taken off

from their labors by death and dismission, and in some
instances, others have been ordained to supply their

places. By the aid of the Domestic Missionary So-

ciety, and other fountains of public charity, a few of

our waste places have been built up, and restored to

the enjoyment of Christian privileges. It does not

appear that vice or error is, on the whole, more prev-

alent among us than in former years; and indeed

though there are some places which must be consid-

ered as melancholy exceptions to this remark, we are

encouraged with the hope that in the commonwealth

at large, the cause of truth and righteousness is grad-

ually gaining ground.

From this general, and on the whole, encouraging

view of the state of our churches, we would pass with

devout thankfulness, to a more particular notice of

the progress of religion in individual congregations;

—

for though we have now, as ever, much cause for hu-

miliation in view of the extensive indifference which

prevails towards the great concerns of religion, yet

our God hias been pleased, during the past year, to

bestow upon us some precious tokens of his loving

kindness. In the County of Berkshire, some churches

have received considerable accessions, principally the

fruits of former revivals: the people of Savoy have

been visited extensively by the influences of the Holy

Spirit: some special attention has existed in V/illiaras-

2
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town; a few hopeful conversions have occurred, some
among the students of WilHams college.

Within the bounds of the Franklin Association, the

towns of Buckland and Heath have experienced copi-

ously of divine influences. About one hundred in each
of these places have hope^fully felt the power of Di-

vine Grace. In Heath, it is stated, that more than

thirty hitherto prayerless families have during the past

year, established a domestic altar, from which ascends

the morning and evening sacrifice.
j

From the Mountain Association we learn that the

past year has been with many a year of refreshing.

In the town of Norwich, a revival commenced in the

early part of winter, and has continued to the present

time without abatement, of which seventy or eighty

are hopefully subjects. It has been marked by an

unusual degree of deep and serious feeling, and with

very clear and practical impressions of divine truth.

There is also in Chesterfield, an unusual attention to

religion, which is understood to be assuming an aspect

of increasing interest.

Within the limits of the Central Association of

Hampshire County, the operations of the Spirit dur-

ing the past year, have been signally manifested.

The towns of Montague, Northampton, Hadley, and
the West parish in Amherst, have been visited in a

considerable degree with special divine influence,

while the towns of East Hampton, West Hampton,
and South Hampton have shared still more largely in

the blessing. In the three last mentioned towns, not

less than three hundred and fifty give evidence of

having felt the power of religion. The Spirit of God
has also descended like rain upon the Collegiate In-

stitution in Amherst. Between twenty and thirty

of the students, are reckoned among the recent sub-

jects of grace; and not less than eighty out of ninety-

eight members of this institution are hopefully pious;

—

a fact which no Christian can contemplate without a
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lively feeling of gratitude to God for the important

bearing which it has upon the best interests of the

church.

In the county of Hanapden, though revivals of re-

ligion have not been numerous during the past year,

yet several churches have, in this respect, occasion to

speak of the goodness of the Lord. In the small

parish of South Wilbraham, seventy-one have been
added to the church, as the fruit of a recent revival,

and others give evidence of piety. North Wilbraham,
Blandford, East Granville, Westfield and Montgomery
have all received some precious tokens of the Divine

goodness.

In the Worcester North Association, Winchenden
has been especially blessed, and some attention has

prevailed in Ashby and Royalston, and considerable

additions made to some of the churches.

From the Andover Association we learn that the

past year has been a time of refreshing to Phillips'

Academy. A deep and general seriousness has pre-

vailed among the students, and a number give evi-

dence of having passed from death to life. The
prosperity of the Theological Institution continues

to increase, the number of students being about one

hundred and thirty; and at no preceding period have
its members been more united and zealous in respect

to the great objects of their profession, and at none

has it promised to exert a more happy influence on

the interests of the church.

From the Suffolk Association we have most inter-

esting and animating intelligence. In all their

churches, there have been occasional instances of con-

version, while in some of them, there has been a rich,

spiritual harvest. In November last, a revival com-
uenced in Park street church, Boston, apparently in

consequence of the formation of a Bible class among
he young. It soon extended to the Old South church

\
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and society, the Union church and society, the socie-

ties to which the Rev. Mr. Jenks preaches, and the

first Congregational church and society in Charles-

town. There have been occasional instances of

awakening and conversion in other societies in Bos-

ton, though the work has been chiefly confined to

those above mentioned. To Park Street church forty-

six have been added, and probably one hundred more

in the society give evidence of having felt the power

of the gospel. To the Old South church, thirty have

already been added, and perhaps forty more indulge

the hope of piety. In the first Congregational society

in Charlestown from fifty to eighty have become hope-

fully pious: thirty-four have already professed relig-

ion.—At the united inquiring meetings of the four

Congregational societies in Boston to which this work
has extended, though the exact number who have at-

tended the several meetings has not been ascertained,

it is known to have exceeded three hundred. The
friends of Zion in these several churches, are unusually

active, and seem willing to spend and be spent, for the

promotion of this most benevolent cause.—Associa-

tions for prayer and religious conversation and instruc-

tion have been numerously attended, and followed by

the happiest effects. It is believed there has been

scarcely a more efficacious means of promoting this

work, than the institution of classes for the study oif

the Bible. This interesting revival, we are happy to

learn, is still in a progressive state; and while we de

sire ourselves to be fervent in prayer that this work
of Divine grace which has for its theatre so important

and interesting a portion of our country, may continue

and increase, we would affectionately call upon all our

fellow Christians to be importunate at the throne of

grace, that these divine influences may not be with

drawn, till that whole region shall exhibit the beauty

and verdure of the garden of the Lord,
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Jn several churches in the Union Association, there

are indications of an approaching revival; and in the

first church in Randolph, and the Trinitarian Congre-
gational church in South Bridgewater, there has been

a powerful eiFusion of the Holy Spirit. In the former
somewhat more than seventy, and in the latter about

forty give evidence of piety. It is worthy of notice,

and an interesting comment upon the institution, that

in the latter Congregation, as in a former case, the

first indications of a work of Divine grace were given

in a Bible class; and that more than two thirds of its

members are reckoned among the hopeful subjects of

this revival.

In the Old Colony Association, the towns of Ware-
ham, Rochester and especially New Bedford, have
experienced the reviving energies of God's grace.

In the last mentioned place, thirty have given them-
selves to God by a public profession, and others in-

dulge a hope. In New Bedford, and some few other

places in the neighborhood, the churches have come
into the practice of observing the first day of the year

as a season of fasting and prayer, with special refer-

ence to the revival of God's work; a measure which
this body cordially approve, as calculated to bring

some of our most solemn and affecting recollections in

aid of our own spiritual improvement, and of the

more extensive prevalence of vital piety.

In the Barnstable Association there has been an

interesting revival in the church at Sandwich, in

which between thirty and forty have hopefully be-

come reconciled to God. In South Barnstable and

Yarmouth, there is, at present, an unusual degree of

seriousness.

From the delegation of the General Assembly of

the Presbyterian church, we learn that thirteen synods

and more than seventy presbyteries are comprehended
within their limits. Notwithstanding this, a vast re-
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glon rapidly increasing in population, remains to a

great extent, destitute of the stated means of grace.

To supply this melancholy deficiency, we are happy
to learn that more than usual eiforts are making to

raise up ministers and send forth missionaries. . The
Theological Seminary at Princeton, has been unusually

full during the past year; and the similar institution

at Auburn, though in its incipient state, is represented

as rising in prosperity. In more than eighty congre-

gations within the bounds of the General Assembly,

has the last year witnessed the special effusions of the

Holy Spirit.

From our brethren in Connecticut we are happy
to learn, that, though they have to mourn over the

extensive prevalence of indifference to religion, their

hearts have been gladdened in repeated instances, by
extensive manifestations of Divine power and mercy;

more especially in the towns of Sharon, Somers, Tol-

land, Coventry, and Mansfield. Their religious and

charitable institutions are in a prosperous state, and
especially the Foreign Mission school at Cornwall,

which is deservedly an object of such deep and gen-

eral interest, enjoys an increasing degree of patronage,

and the continued smiles of heaven.

The report of our brethren from New Hampshire
has likewise an encouraging aspect. It appears that

they have about one hundred and fifty Congregational

churches, ninety-three of which are supplied with pas-

tors. While they have to mourn over the numerous des-

olations ofZion within their limits, and in many instances,

over the prevalence of error, they are still able to state

that many of their towns, during the past year have

been blessed with revivals of religion, and that some
of their waste places, through the instrumentality of

faithful missionaries, have been built up. Dartmouth
College is in a prosperous state, and is exerting a

highly favorable influence upon the interests of re-

liofioD.
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In Vermont also we learn, that during the last year,

God has not left himself without a witness in the

awakening and conversion of sinners. Though there

seems not to have been many extensive revivals of

religion, yet many of their towns have been blessed in

a considerable degree, and it is believed that the
cause of truth and piety is gradually extending.

The delegate from Pthode Island states that their
churches during the last year, have enjoyed no re-

freshing showers of Divine influence, but that a pain-
ful degree of indifterence has been extensively mani-
fested. They have however on the other hand, cause
for devout acknowledgment, that sectarian prejudices
and feelings seem to be wearing away, that there is a
united and increasing desire to strengthen the things
that remain and are ready to die, and that the cause
of evangelical piety is on the whole gaining ground.

In review, and in conclusion of this narrative, the
General Association would devoutly recognize the
goodness of our covenant-keeping God, and would call

upon their own souls, upon their brethren in the min-
istry, and upon all who love the Lord Jesus Christ in

sincerity, to awake to a more active and vigorous dis-

charge of Christian duty. It is too late to indulge
doubts with regard to the ultimate success of the
kingdom of Christ. Not only the promise of God is

pledged that the Church shall survive and triumph
over all opposition, but our own eyes have witnessed,

1
and our own hearts have felt, the power and glory
of the cross; and we know that it has an efficacy

which can prostrate the most formidable ranks of re-

bellion. By what has been done already, as well as

by vi^hat remains to be done, by the promises of God
;

on the one hand, and by the necessities of our fellow

men on the other, let us be induced to renew our
Christian diligence. Let it be the grand object of

every Christian, be his situation or influence what it
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may, to consecrate the whole of that influence to the

service of his Master. Let the Christian magistrate

endeavor to make his administration a channel of di-

vine influences to every department of society. Let
the Christian minister study and preach and act with

the retributions of eternity constantly in his eye, and

the salvation of his people resting heavily upon his

heart. Let the private Christian too be willing to

spend and be spent, to live and to die, for the glory of

his Master: and when we are actively engaged in help-

ing forward this glorious cause, may we not hope to

see a great army of the slain rising from the valley of

vision to the ranks of spiritual life and health?—Nay,

is it too much to hope, that our own eyes may witness,

and our own hearts thrill at the dawn of millennial

glory?

PASTORAL ADDRESS.

Beloved Brethren,

While we are assembled for the purpose of

learning the state of the churches within our bounds,

and to consult measures for promoting their prosper-

ity, it seems to us proper to address you in the namei

of our Lord Jesus Christ, and call your attention to

"some necessary things," in this day of peculiar inter-

est to Zion.

We are "your servants for Jesus' sake." The du

ties involved in this relation to you, are not more ar<

duous than pleasant. In view of the responsibilities

that rest upon us—the labors to which we are pledg-

ed—the trials to which we are exposed,—and the final

consequences of the whole to you and ourselves, we can-

not refrain from exclaimieg, "Whoissufiicient for these

things!" But, "our sufiiciency is of God;" and notwith
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standing our conscious unworthiness of the office to

which we are separated, we would rather, "glory in

our infirmities" than complain of our duties, "that the

power of Christ may rest upon us;" for, "when we
are weak, then are we strong."

On former occasions like the present, we have ad-

dressed you on topics more immediately relating to

yourselves, and the perishing world around you. You
will not think us presuming, Know we urge the claims

of your Pastors on your sympathies, your prayers,

and cordial co-operation in their efforts to serve the

interests of piety. Were it possible dear brethren,

that you could enter fully, for a moment, into all the

anxieties of a Pastor's heart—could you transfer to

yourselves the weight of care that lies upon him by
day and by night, in reference to the souls committed
to his charge, you would need no exhortation from us

to feel with him, to pray for him, and to lighten his

burden by your own labors.

You acknowledge those that have the rule over

I

you in spiritual things, to be "the ministers of Christ,

and stewards of the mysteries of God;" remember
also, that they are earthen vessels, liable to injury

, from external causes, and from inherent frailty. The
treasures of the gospel are indeed committed to them;

and they have the promise of wisdom from God, to di-

,rect in the distribution of them; but you know full well

the unyielding opposition of an impenitent world to

the humbling truths of Christianity, and even the

jealousy with which the spirit of vital godliness is re-

garded by many who bear the name of Christ. Ye
are witnesses, that they often "labor in vain and spend
their strength for naught," so far at least, as present

success is concerned. In addition to this, they have
"to wrestle, not with flesh and blood, but with princi-

palities and powers, and spiritual wickedness in high

3
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places." Are not their claims then, on your sympa^

thies, urgent? Moreover,

As the gospel ministry is the grand instrument

which God has appointed for "pulling down the strong

holds, casting down imaginations, and every high thing

that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God,"

so the office, and all who sustain it with a becoming

spirit, are especially exposed to the weapons of that

carnal warfare, which is carried on with such unhappy

obstinacy, against God and his cause. The enemies

of our holy religion, very naturally assail the charac-

ter, and attempt to undermine the influence of those

whose official duty it is to defend it; for they are well

aware that the downfal of the ministry must involve

the downfal of the whole system which excites their

hostihty.

But the faithful minister of Jesus, does not find the

chief cause of alarm in the number and violence of

external enemies. In his own heart lie those corrup-

tions, which beyond every thing else put in jeopardy

his comfort and usefulness. If Paul could exclaim^

"O wretched man that I am, who shall deliver me
from the body of this death"—if that venerable

apostle, whose attainments in piety were never sur-

passed, found it necessary to struggle against fleshly

appetites lest he should be a castaway, who can ima-

gine that the ministers of these latter days are en-

dowed with a purity and firmness of character, which

elevates them beyond the reach of temptation, and

secures them against the influence of unhallowed mo-

tives, or the occasional control of unsanctified pas-

sions.'* Your ministers, dear brethren, are men—weak

and sinful men, exposed to the same, and even severer

conflicts than their fellow christians—often perplexed,

though not in despair—persecuted, though not forsaken

cast down though not destroyed. Will you then

refuse them your sympathies?
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They also need your prayers. Brethren, pray for

us." Nor will they be satisfied—:nor will you discharge

your duty—by cold and formal petitions in their be-

half. Go not to the throne of grace with the form of

supplication, while your hearts are not in it. "Words
are but air;" and they will neither bring the blessing

of heaven upon your own souls nor upon your Teach-
ers, unless they truly express the desires of your
hearts. It is "the fervent, effectual prayer" that

"availeth much." And the pressing labors, infirmities,

trials and dangers of your ministers require from you
the spirit of wrestling prayer, such as Jacob used with
the angel at Peniel. Reflect on the relations in which
they stand to yourselves, your families, the church,

the world, and above all to God—remember that on

the success of that gospel they preach, depends the

everlasting well being of thousands;—and can your de-

votions be lifeless? can you satisfy your consciences

before God, with a bare allusion to the man whose bus-

iness it is to dispense that gospel which will be to in-

numerable multitudes a savor of life unto life or of

death unto death?"

You are praying, brethren, for the enlargement of

the church. But when will the children of Zion "say

in your ears, the place is too strait for us—give place

to us that we may dwell," unless the spirit of God de-

scend on his ministers? When will you have oppor-

tunity to inquire in the language and with the spirit of

the Prophet, "Who are these that fly as a cloud, and
as doves to their wmdows," unless the servants of God
are inspired, through your prayers, with more faith,

and love and zeal? Is it not "by the foolishness of

preaching that God has determined to save them that

believe"—"to open the eyes of men, to turn them
from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan

unto God?" And the faithfulness of ministers in de-

claring the whole counsel of God, with affection and^
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earnestness, very much depends on the prevaihng spirit

of the churches;—When there is a spirit of prayer

among the brethren, and they are known to be deeply

engaged in imploring strength and wisdom for their

Pastor, his heart is encouraged, and new energy is im-

parted to his labors. That your ministers may be
faithful and successful therefore, be ye found, dear

brethren, "helping together by prayer for them," and

"the gift bestowed upon them," will be to "many per-

sons" an occasion of everlasting thanksgiving to God.

You wish your ministers to stand up fearlessly in

defence of the truth; and they will assuredly do it, if

you are found "praying always Avith all prayer and

supplication in the spirit," "that utterance may be

given unto them, that they may open their mouths
boldly, to make known the mystery of the gospel, that

they may speak boldly as they ought to speak." It

is not the purpose of God, that ministers alone, should

maintain the conflict with Zion's enemies. It rather

belongs to them to give direction to the collected en-

ergies of the church—to impart unity and efficiency

to her efforts—to stand on the watchtower, and give

warning of approaching dangers—to blow the trumpet
in Zion, and lead onward the armies of the Lord to

victory. Give them then a deeper interest in your
prayers, and they will "contend yet more earnestly for

the faith once delivered to the saints."

You wish the sphere of their usefulness enlarged.

"Continue then in prayer for them, and watch in the

same with thanksgiving, that God would open for

them a door of utterance." In vain do they announce
the "glad tidings of great joy" unless they are attend

ed with the quickening and sanctifying influences of the

Holy Spirit. "Paul may plant and Apollos water, buti

God giveth the increase." The silence of the gravd]

is not to be broken by the feeble voice of a worm
That death in trespasses and sins which triumphs over
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so large a portion of mankind, will never yield its

victims to any power short of omnipotence. If then

you wish the proclamations of mercy to be heard in all

lands, and the salutary influence of the Christian min-

istry to be extended as far as human guilt and misery

are known, pray without ceasing for those whom God
has honored by the appointment of Chief Instruments

in accomplishing this glorious end.

They need your co-operation. If you cherish a
spirit of prayer for them, we feel assured that you
will not refuse any exertions that may contribute to

the success of their labors. You will aid them by a
diligent attendance on ail the means of grace,—and
by a scrupulous regard to the principles of the gospel,

in your intercourse with the world. As you have
opportunity, you will admonish those who are walking

in the paths of open transgression—you will endeavor
to convince the gainsaying sinner, to enlighten the ig-

norant, to direct the inquiring, to succor the tempted,

and to raise up the fallen. You will "arm yourselves

with the same mind that was in Christ"—having com-
passion one of another—loving as brethren—eschewing

evil—doing good—not rendering evil for evil, or railing

for railing, but contrariwise, blessing; and "if ye suffer

for righteousness sake, happy are ye"—your rejoicing

shall be more abundant in Jesus Christ; "only let your
conversation be as becometh the gospel."

Christians do not commonly realize the extent of in-

ifluence exerted by their example over the mass of So-

ciety. It may almost be said with truth to belong to

them to determine the amount of good that shall be

produced by the instructions of the sanctuary; at any

rate, they do often effectually counteract all that the

most faithful minister attempts to do, when they hear

him with approbation, and then yield themselves to

the sway of worldly principles and customs in the

common business of life. You justly blame the min-
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istry if it be not adorned with holiness of hfe; but

dear brethren are you not all under obhgations equally

binding to be "holy in all manner of conversation?"

Are ye not the "light of the world"—"a city set on a

hill?"—Are not thousands examining your conduct

from day to day with a view to ascertain the principles

that actually govern the Christian, and to settle the

question, whether Religion be a divine reality? If

inconsistencies glare through your conduct, and fasten

a conviction on the impenitent that all pretensions to

vital piety are hypocritical, it is obvious that the most

painful labors, watchings and prayers of God's minis-

ters will be rendered fruitless. But if on the contrary,

such as have named the name of Christ are careful to

depart from all iniquity—to keep themselves unspot-

ted from the world, and to evince the efficacy of Faith,

in their unostentatious yet fervent zeal for the salva-

tion of sinners, and the edifying of the body of Christ,

they will clothe all the exertions of their Pastors,

with an influence which few will be able to gainsay or

resist.

Believe us; on this subject our hearts are deeply in-

terested. It involves all the solemnity of the ques-

tion, whether Zion shall prosper or languish—wheth-
er thousands now crouding the road to eternal death,

shall go on and perish, or turn and live! We earnestly

desire to see a revival of religion, not only in here and

there a solitary parish within our bounds—but in ev-

ery town and neighborhood throughout the couimon-

wealth—to behold the fire of the Lord kindling at as

many points as there are temples reared for his wor-

ship, and extending its purifying efi^ects into' every

family of our numerous congregations. If we mis-

take not, it is our heart's desire and prayer to God that

the wood, the hay, and the stubble incorporated too

abundantly with the spiritual building upon which we
labor, riiay be consumed, and that an abundance of
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gold, silver and precious stones, may supply the place

of the baser materials. But in vain do we look for

such an event, unless our brethren in every depart-

ment of the church, will put their hands to the work.

Let Christians confess their faults one to another—let

them exhort one another daily, lest any be harden-

ed through the deceitfulness of sin—let them warn,

and reprove, and entreat the wicked with all long-suf-

fering and patience—let them meet each other often

for prayer, and consultation on the best means of

promoting the spirit of religious inquiry—let them
carefully cut off occasion from them that desire occa-

sion to blaspheme the holy name by which they are

called, and let all their conversation be such as minis-

ters to godly edifying. Thus brethren, you may
strengthen the hands of your ministers, whatever may
be your station in society, and partake at last, of the

felicity of those that turn many to righteousness.

"Now, beloved, building up yourselves in your most

holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, keep yourselves

in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord
Jesus Christ unto eternal life." "And unto Him that

is able to keep you from falling, and to present you

faultless before the presence of his glory with ex-

ceeding joy, to the only wise God our Savior, be glo-

ry and majesty, dominion and power, both now and

forever, Amen."
SAMUEL WALKER, Moderator.
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MINUTES

GENERAL ASSOCIATION OF MASSACHUSETTS.

X HE General Association of Massachusetts convened at Ashfield

on Tuesday June 22, 1824, at five o'clock, P, M. and was called

to order by the Rev. Mr. Shepard, Pastor of the church in

I Ashfield.

The Association made choice of the Rev. Oliver Cobb for

Moderator, the Rev. Benjamin B. Wisner for Scribe, and the

Rev. Ebenezer Gay for Assistant Scribe.

Certificates of delegation were then presented by the members,
and read by the Scribe. The following delegates were present,

viz.

From the Berkshire Association,

From the Mountain Association,

From the Franklin Association,

From the Hampshire Central

Association,

From the Hampden Association,

From the Brookfield Association,

From the Worcester North As-

sociation,

From the Andover Association,

From the Suffolk Association,

From the Union Association,

Rev, Edward D. Griffin, D. D.
Rev. Gardner Hayden.
Rev. Moses Hallock,

Rev. Brown.*
Rev. Theophilus Packard,
Rev. Charles Jenkins.

Rev. Daniel A. Clarke,

Rev. Lemuel P. Bates.

{ Rev. Samuel Osgood.
i Rev. Alvan Bond,

I Rev. Joseph Vaill.

< Rev. Ebenezer Perkins,

i Rev. Justin Edwards,

( Rev. John H. Stevens.

i Rev. Benjamin B. Wisner,

Rev. Sewell Harding,

Rev. Ebenezer Gay,

Rev- Daniel Huntington.

Took his seat on Wednesday afternoon.



From the Old Colony Association,
\
«-;

g'^J^ ^nflenway.
From the Barnstable Association, { Rev. David L. Hunn.*

From foreign ecclesiastical bodies connected with this there

were present the following delegates, viz.

From the General Assembly of i Rev. William Hill, D. D.
the Presbyterian Church. } Rev. Aaron W. Leland, D. D.

From the General Association of i Rev. William Lyman, i). D.
Connecticut, ( Rev. George A. Calhoun.

From the General Association of
^

^.thaniel Merrill.
JNew Hampshire,

(

From the General Convention of X Rev. John Hough,
Vermont, ( Rev. Ethan Smith.

From the Evangelical Consocia- ( „ /-x,- t,
,. ^ r»u J I 1 1 < Rev. Ohver crown,
tion 01 Rhode Island,

^

A paper was handed to the Moderator, and read by the Scribe,

certifying that "the Ministers near the centre of the county of

Worcester had, in January last, formed themselves into an asso-

ciation, by the name of "The Worcester Central Association;"

that it was "the wish of said Association to become connected, in

the usual way, with the General Association of Massachusetts;"

and that they had "appointed the Rev John Nelson, and the

Rev. Ebenezer Newhall, delegates from their body to the present

General Association. This document was signed and duly certi-

fied by the Moderator of the Worcester Central Association. The
General Association, after being informed by Mr. Nelson what
ministers composed the Association of which he appeared as a

representative. Voted unanimously, that the Worcester Central

Association be received into connexion with this body, and that

Messrs. Nelson and Newhall take their seats as members.
The Rev. John Codman, D. D. and the Rev. William Cogs-

well, of the Board of Directors of the Domestic Missionary
Society of Massachusetts being present, took their seats as

honorary members.
The meeting was then opened with prayer by the Moderator.
Voted that the delegates from this to foreign ecclesiastical

bodies the last year, who are present, be invited to sit as honorary
members.
The Rev. Drs. Leland and Griffin, and Mr. Edwards were ap-

pointed a committee to receive the reports of the several ecclesias-

tical bodies connected with this, and prepare a general report of

the slate of religion.

* The Associations connected with the General Association, but not represented this year,
were Haverhill, and Salem and Vicinity.



Reports from the delegates from this to other ecclesiastical

bodies the last year were called for, and received from the dele-

gates to the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, to

the General Association of Connecticut, and to the General
Association of New Hampshire.
A printed circular on the subject of providing literary, moral

and religious instruction for the American colonies in Africa,

issued by a committee appointed by a meeting of gentlemen in

the city of New-York on the 14th of May last, was laid before

the Association. The subject was referred to a committee of

Drs. Griffin, and Leland and Mr. Edwards. This committee, at

a subsequent period of the meeting, brought in the following

report, which was adopted. "The General Association of Massa-
chusetts are deeply impressed with the obligations of Americans
to make one great, united and persevering effort to elevate the

intellectual and moral character of the descendants of Africa, and
to qualify them for ministers and teachers, and the various civil

departments in the colonies. No nation have the same advan-

tages for the education of the African race; no nation are under
so great obligations to that injured people; and no other nation

can be expected to provide for American colonies. White men
cannot serve the colonies without an enormous waste of life; and
Africans cannot be fitted for the higher offices of instruction unless

they are prepared on American ground. Under these impressions

the Association most cordially and earnestly recommend the sub-

ject to the consideration of the churches connected with them,

and to a benevolent public."

Voted, that Messrs. Perkins, Harding and Bond be a committee
to audit the Treasurer's accounts, report the state of the treasury,

and the sum necessary to be paid by each member of the Associ-

ations of Massachusetts connected with this body to supply its

funds, and to see to the transfer of the property of the General

Association in the hands of the Secretary to his successor in that

office. This committee afterwards reported that they had found

the accounts of the Treasurer correctly cast and satisfactorily

vouched; that there was a balance in favor of the Association of

twenty dollars and eighty-eight cents; and that an assessment of

fifty cents on each member of the several Associations in Massa-

chusetts connected with this body, would be sufficient to defray

the usual expenses for the next year."

Voted, that the Secretary and Dr. Hill be a committee to con-

sider and propose an arrangement respecting the number of

copies of the printed extracts from the minutes of this body, to be

yearly transmitted to the General Assembly of the Presbyterian

Church, and the number of copies of the printed extracts from
the minutes of that body to be yearly transmitted to this. The



report of this committee, brought in at a subsequent period of the

meeting, was as follows, "The committee recommend the fol-

lowing arrangement, viz. that this Association transmit, every

year, to the General Assembly, two copies of the printed extracts

from the minutes of this body for the use of ihe General Assem-

bly, and one copy for each of the Presbyteries connected with

that body; and that the General Assembly be requested to trans-

mit, every year, to this body, two copies of their printed extracts '

for the use of the General Association, and two copies for each i

of the particular Associations in Massachusetts connected with i

this body." This report was accepted.

Messrs. Edwards, Wisner and the Secretary were appoidted a

committee to consider and recommend amendments and additions

to the standing rules of this body. This committee afterwards

reported that they had attended to the subject referred to them,

and found that it would require more consideration than they

could give it during the present session. They therefore recom-

mended that the subject be referred to a committee to report next

year. The report was accepted, and Messrs. Fay, Edwards and

Wisner were appointed said committee.

The delegates from the Suffolk Association, by the direction of

that body, submitted the following resolutions, which were
passed unanimously.

1. That the General Association of Massachusetts highly ap-

prove of the method of communicating religious instruction to

youth by means of Bible classes, and earnestly recommend to all

the ministers in connexion with this body, the establishment of

Bible classes among the youth of their congregations.

2. That the delegates from the several Associations in Massa-

chusetts connected with this body shall, every year, in giving an

account of the state of religion, state the number of Bible classes

in the congregations with which the ministers they represent are

connected, and the condition of those classes.

The following persons were appointed delegates to foreign

ecclesiastical bodies connected with this association.

Rev. Brown Emerson and Vinson Gould to General Assembly
of the Presbyterian Church, to meet at Philadelphia on the third

Tuesday of May next: Rev. Samuel Shepard, D. D. and Rev.
Benjamin B. Wisner their substitutes.

Rev. Henry Lord and Daniel Huntington to the General Asso-
ciation of Connecticut, to meet at on the third

Tuesday in June, 1825; Rev. Micah Stone and Charles Jenkins
their substitutes.

Rev. Justin Edwards and William Cogswell to the General
Association of New Hampshire, to meet at Londonderry on the
first Tuesday in September next; Rev. Sylvester Holmes and
Moses Miller their substitutes.
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Rev. Edward Hitchcock and Ebenezer Jennings to the General

Convention of Vermont, to meet at Charlotte on the second

Tuesday in September next; Rev. Alvan Bond and Araetius B.

Hull their substitutes.

Rev. Philip Colby and Alfred Ely to the Evangelical Consocia-

tion of Rhode island, to meet at South Kingston on the second

Tuesday in June, 1825; Rev. John Nelson and Thomas Shepard

their substitutes.

At two o'clock P. M. of Wednesday, a sermon was preached

before the Association by the Rev. David L. Hunn, of the Barn-

stable Association from Psalm 11:3.

After the religious services, narratives of the state of religion

in the churches connected with this body were given by the

delegates.

Voted, that the Worcester Central Association be requested to

appoint the preacher for the next year.

At the request of the Rev. Hervey Wilbur, Messrs. Huntington,

Gay and Nelson were appointed a committee to examine certain

publications of his, designed to facilitate the study of the Holy

Scriptures. This committee, at a subsequent period of the meet-

ing, made the following report, which was accepted, "Your

committee have exHmined anew Mr. Wilbur's edition of the New
Testament with References, and a Key Sheet of Questions, which

has already gone into extensive use, and with very beneficial eflfects;

and niosttuUy concur in tne recommcuadtions of its plan which are

before the public; and are happy to add that the work has of late

been considerably improved, by increasing the number of refer-

ences, and by the addition of an Alphabetical Table, giving the

etymological signitication of Scripture Proper Names, and the

correct pronunciation of them according to Walker's Key and

Rules; also a Chronological Table of the principal events record-

ed in sacred history, and a Table of References to direct the

student of the New Testament to those passages of revelation,

where prophecies are recorded or their accomplishment narrated.

Your committee have also seen a specimen of an edition of the

Old Testament which Mr. Wilbur is preparing on the same plan

with that of the New Testament; which, it is proposed, shall

contain a correct Map and Table of Ancient Scripture Geography,

and a Syllabus of the several portions of that part of the inspired

volume arranged in the order of their chronological connexion.

This last named improvement will, in the opinion of your com-

mittee render the work peculiarly valuable for domestic and

private, as well as for more pubUc, use, as the acquisition of

scriptural knowledge must be greatly facilitated by regularly

perusing the sacred volume in the order here prescribed.
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"These works, therefore, together with Mr. Wilbur's Bible-class

Text Book, which possesses some peculiar advantages from the

more systematic arrangement of its subjects, your committee beg

leave to recommend to the patronage of this Association, and,

through them, to the Christian public, as the fruit of judicious

and indefatigable labors for the spiritual welfare of the rising

generation. And this recommendation is proposed the more
readily in view of the improvements which those of the works
named that have been published have already received, and
which the comprehensiveness of their plan, and the known zeal

and fidelity of the author assure us will still be progressive."
Mr. Silas Bigelow, a duly authorized agent of the Presbytery

of Hanover, in the state of Virginia, to solicit contributions to the

funds of the Theological Seminary under their care, was heard
before the Association in relation to the plan of said institution, the

necessity of its establishment, and the need of pecuniary aid from
the friends of evangelical truth in other states. Whereupon
voted, that the General Association of Massachusetts, highly

approve of the efforts making by the Presbytery of Hanover for

endowing a Theological Seminary for the education of pious

young men for the gospel ministry, and earnestly hope that it

will receive the liberal patronage of a benevolent and Christian

public.

The Pastoral Address prepared bv the committee appointpd for

the purpose the last year was read, amended and adopted.*

The Rev. Messrs. Edwards, Stuart and Stearns of the Andover
Association were appointed a committee to prepare and report a

Pastoral Address for the next year.

The present Secretary having declined being a candidate for

re-election, the Rev. Thomas Snell of the Brookfield Association

was chosen by ballot. Secretary for the ensuing year.

Voted unanimously, that the thanks of this body be given to

the Rev. Mr. Hale for his long continued, able and faithful ser-

vices in the office of Secretary.

At nine o'clock A. M. on Thursday, the Association resolved

itself into the Domestic Missionary Society of Massachusetts, and
attended to the business of the annual meeting of that institution.!

At the close of the religious services of the Domestic Mission-

ary Society in the afternoon, the Association resumed its business.

The committee appointed to prepare a narrative of the state

of religion made their report, which was accepted.f

* For the Address, see the last aiticle in this pamphlet.
t The account of the Society's anniversary, its annual Report, &c. will be published in a

separate pamphlet.
t This Narratiye is printed at the close of these exti'acts.
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Mr. Samuel T. Armstrong, No. 50, Cornhill, Boston, was ap-
pointed agent for this Association for the ensuing year.

Messrs. Wisner, Cogswell and Green were appointed the com-
mittee of publication.

Voted, that the next annual meeting of this body be holden
within the bounds of the Suffolk Association, and in the city of
Boston; the particular place in the city to be designated and
seasonably and publicly notified by said Association.

Voted, that this Association feel a grateful sense of the kind-
ness and hospitality of the Rev. Mr. Shepard and the people of
Ashfield during their session, and also of the laudable efforts of
the choir of singers to give solemnity and interest to the public
services.

The Association then united in prayer offered, at the request
of the Moderator, by the Rev. Mr. Hale, and in singing the
Christian doxology, and adjourned sine die.

OLIVER COBB, Moderator.

B. B. WISNER, Scribe.

NARRATIVE OF THE STATE OF RELIGION.

All who love Christ, regard with deep feehng the
progress of his kingdom in the world. They must
mourn when "iniquity abounds, and the love of many
waxeth cold:" and their hearts must glow with pleas-

ure, when the strong holds of sin sink in the dust before

the glorious Gospel of the Son of God. The ordi-

nary course of events in the church, which excites

no public notice, presents, to every real Christian,

subjects of deep interest and solemn reflection.

In reviewing the events of the past year, as nar-

rated in the reports of the several district Associa-

tions; the General Association of Massachusetts find

cause for mingled emotions of gratitude and humilia-

tion. While we are called to mourn over the preva-

lence of vice and error, and are grieved for the cold-

ness and worldliness of many professing Christians;

2
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we are still encouraged by abundant evidence, that

the presence and favour of our Lord are graciously

manifested among us. Though we cannot send to the

churches the "glad tidings" of such extensive and

powerful revivals, as in some blessed seasons that we
have seen, yet we can joyfully record that God hath

not "dealt with us after our sins, nor rewarded us

according to our iniquities." It has still pleased Him,

"by the foolishness of preaching" to call sinners to

repentance. The loving kindness of God our Saviour

has been manifested towards several of our churches,

in reviving his work, gladdening the hearts of Chris-

tians, and rescuing many perishmg souls from sin and

wrath. The influences of the Holy Spirit have de-

scended "like dew upon the mown grass, and like

showers that water the earth;" and, in some of those

courts of the Lord, lately saddened by declension, is

now heard the voice of thanksgiving and praise.

Among the places thus highly favoured, the follow-

ing are particularly noticed in the reports.

Granville in Hampden Association has enjoyed a

precious season of "refreshing from the presence of

the Lord." This work of God first appeared among the

young men in the Rev. T. M. Cooley's school, several

of whom became the hopeful subjects of renewing

grace. From the school the sacred influence extended

to both parishes in the town, and about 80 persons

are now "rejoicing in hope." The First Parish in

West Springfield has also been highly distinguished

by divine mercy. Of those, who have been hopefully

broi.ight from darkness to light in this revival, sixty-

eight have already been received into the communion
of the church.

In the town of Montgomery containing only seven

hundred inhabitants, one hundred profess to have been

the subjects of regenerating grace, during the recent

effusion of the Holy Spirit in that place.
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In the Union Association, the towns of Randolph,
Braintree, and North Middleborough, have been gra-

ciously visited from on high. In those places the
power of divine truth has been signally displayed.

Many have been cut to the heart, and forced to cry
"what must I do to be saved," and many have found
consolation and joy at the feet of the Redeemer.
About one hundred and thirty have made a public

profession of religion. In the towns of Dorchester,
Milton, and Bridge water, much seriousness prevails;

a spirit of prayer is evinced; there are many anxious

inquirers, and very encouraging evidences are afforded,

that the means of grace are attended with a blessing

from on high.

In Boston and its vicinity, the state of the churches
calls for devout and lively gratitude. While we
behold the precious fruits of the late spiritual harvest,

we may well say, "what hath God wrought." The
additions to three churches in Boston, amount to three

hundred and sixty.

In the Old Colony Association, our brethren are

rejoicing in the consoling evidence, that God remem-
bers in mercy the land of the pilgrims. The church
in Wareham, the first church in Middleborough; and
the second church in Rochester have enjoyed a spe-

cial effusion of the Holy Ghost; and two hundred have
been added to their communion. In the Association

of Barnstable also, the Lord has appeared to build up
Zion; and in the towns of Sandwich, Yarmouth and
Chatham, the churches have been revived by his

presence, and many have been added unto them of

such as, we trust, shall be saved.

The South Parish in Andover is now favoured with

very encouraging tokens of the divine presence. The
establishment of a Bible class has been instrumental

of much good in that society. Forty have already
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come forward to confess Christ before men and to join

themselves to his people.

These revivals with which God has blessed us dur-

ing the past year, should strengthen our hands,

encourage our hearts, and stimulate us to vigorous

efforts, and untiring zeal in the great work which our

Lord has given us to do.

While the Association are thus encouraged by these

triumphs of divine grace; they are also comforted by
the increasing attention of the churches, to those

special means of grace, which the great Head of the

church has so signally owned and blessed.

The monthly concert for prayer has been regularly

observed in nearly all our churches; and that occasion,

so dear to every Christian, has very generally been

chosen by our brethren, for casting their gifts into the

treasury of the Lord.

The system of Sunday school Instruction has been

pursued with the happiest results, evincing the pre-

eminent importance and efficacy of this noble expe-

dient of bringing little children to the Saviour, and

training up a whole generation for his service.

Wherever Bible classes have been established,

their influence has been most powerful and salutary.

In several instances the Spirit of God has so signally

honoured this institution by his accompanying influence,

as clearly to show, that it is a most efficient instru-

ment, of bringing the young to the saving knowledge
of the Gospel.

The efforts of benevolence have been maintained

with undiminished zeal and liberality; and Christians

seem more and more convinced, that it is their pri-

vilege, as w^ell as their duty, "to honour the Lord with

their substance."

The Domestic Missionary Society is still supported

by the prayers, the charities and the active exertions
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of Christians; and its operations have been exten-

sively and eminently beneficial.

The Theological Institution at Andover still enjoys

the smiles of Providence, and even surpasses the

enlarged expectations of its pious founders. In this

school of the prophets there are now one hundred
and thirty theological students, enjoying the highest

advantages, for becoming able ministers of the New
Testament.

From the General Assembly of the Presbyterian

church we receive pleasing intelligence. Though the

revivals of religion in that connexion have not been so

numerous as in some past years; yet the general pros-

perity, the widely extending territory, and the rapid

increase of the number of congregations, of that

church, afford very animating prospects to all who love

Zion. It is truly delightful to hear of Presbyteries

and synods, in those portions of our land, which, a few
years since, presented an extended moral waste; and
where, so recently, missionary enterprise first planted

the standard of the cross. The Theological semina-

ries in that connexion, especially that at Princeton, are

in a flourishing state.

From our brethren in Connecticut we are happy
to learn that harmony prevails among their churches,

and that in many places the special influences of the

Holy Spirit have been enjoyed. In Burlington,

Canaan, Cornwall, Columbia, Torringford, New
Hartford, Harrington, Hartland, Danbury, Mansfield,

Lebanon, Hampton, Chester, Haddam, Colchester,

Lyme, Montville and Hebron, the power of divine

grace has been gloriously displayed, and large acces-

sions have been made to the churches. Their institu-

tions of benevolence are in a prosperous state; and the

salutary influence of Sunday schools, education socie-

ties, and the Domestic Missionary Society, is particu-
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larly acknowledged. Yale College and the Foreign

Mission bcbool at Cornwall, are very flourishing. In

the Connecticut state prison the invincible energy of

divine grace appears to have been exerted, in making

a number of the convicts, the monuments of redeem-
ing mercy.

From our brethren in New Hampshire we rejoice

to receive information of several important revivals

during the past year. The tt/Wns of Hopkinton,

Hampton, Fitzwilliam, Haverhill, Gilmanton, London-
derry, Colebrook, Chester, Northampton, Candia,

Stoddard, Hancock and Amherst have shared in this

blessing. The report of the Delegates from the

General Convention of Vermont evinces that the

cause of truth and righteousness is making progress

in that state. Ministers and churches appear to be

actively engasjed in promoting the interests of pure

and undefiled religion; and to enjoy a cheering evi-

dence that they are honoured to be co-workers with

God. The towns of Norwich, Windsor, Townsend,
Pittsford, East-Rutland, Corinth, Newbury, Roches-
ter, Bridge water, Shelburne, Bethel and Moncton,
have been blessed with the out-pouring of the Holy
Spirit.

The Delegate from Rhode Island reports that the

prospects of the churches in that state are evidently

brightening. Religious institutions are more gener-

ally respected; and Christians of different denomina-

tions, holding the same essential doctrines cherish a

pleasing union of feeling and effort. Sabbath schools J

and Bible classes are exerting a happy influence; and

the friends of Zion have reason to thank God and

take courage.

In conclusion, the General Association, in view of

the events of the past year, would unite with their

brethren in the ministry, and with all the churches
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connected with them in devout thankfulness to the

great Head of the church for all the tokens of his

favour, and the gracious operations of his Spirit. Let
us be encouraged to persevere with unwearied zeal

in those efforts, which have been so signally owned
and blessed of God. Let the humblest sense of entire

dependence be united with a vigorous performance of

duty. Let every minister and every private Christian

fully occupy the sphere of action assigned him; and

be steadfast, immoveable, always abounding in the

work of the Lord, forasmuch as we know that our

labour is not in vain in the Lord.

OLIVER COBB, Moderator.

PASTORAL ADDRESS.

Dear Brethren,

Confident that the interests of Zion lie near your

hearts, we esteem it a duty and a privilege to address

you. We cordially send you Christian salutations.

While we have no right, and no disposition to dictate,

we would stir up your pure minds by way of remem-
brance. We live in an interesting period of the

Christian church. She is enlarging the place of her

tent, and stretching forth the curtains of her habita-

tion; she is lengthening her cords and strengthening

her stakes. The people of God have, recently, been

prompted, in an unusual degree, to diffuse Gospel

light, benevolent feelings, and human happiness. The
benediction of heaven has attended their labours of

love. Not an effort has been made, not a prayer

offered, for Zion's enlargement and prosperity, in vain.

Divine influences have descended, as the rain, and

distilled as the dew, and the increase has exceeded



16

the anticipations of the most sanguine. Revivals of

religion, within our limits, and the limits of bodies with

which we are connected, proclaim in language not to

be misunderstood, that God has visited his people.

Living in such a privileged period, having such testi-

monials of the favour of Heaven, it becomes the

churches of our Lord, to look forth as the morning,

fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as an

army with banners. For, notwithstanding all the

indications of divine favour, which demand our fervent

gratitude, it should be distinctly understood that the

church is still in the wilderness, surrounded with ene-

mies. Labour, therefore, must not be relaxed; the

christian armour must not be laid aside. On the other

hand, the present period calls for the united hearts,

vigilance, energies and prayers of all God's people.

Satan and all his emissaries are awake, and zealously

engaged. They perceive, indeed, that his kingdom is

falling; but they will not suffer it to fall without a

violent struggle, and the adversary of souls is versed

in arts, as well as inarms. He has accomplished much
by force, much more by stratagem. The people of

God should not be ignorant of his devices. It will be
recollected, that when the adversaries of the Jews
found that they could not prevent the rebuilding of

the city and temple, by force; they had recourse to

this artifice; "Let us build with you, for we seek your

God, as ye do." But Zerubbabel and others, aware
of the plot, refused their assistance. So it is believed,

that the most deleterious stratagem of Satan has been

to confound all distinction between the church and the

world, and effect a coalition between them. The
kingdom of Christ has suffered less by the ten bloody

persecutions of Pagan Rome, and all the thunders and

fires of papal Rome, than she has suffered by her un-

hallowed union with the enemies of the cross of Christ.
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It might have been expected that as the end of the
kingdom of darkness should approach, this stratagem
would be called into requisition. Such, at the present
day,appears to be the fact. We would, therefore, affec-

tionately request your serious attention to this subject.

Our divine Master, repeatedly declared, "My king-

dom is not of this world." In a solemn prayer "to the
Father, he said, of his disciples, "I have given them
thy word, and the world hath hated them, because
they are not of the world, even as I am not of the
world." From Scripture, it is manifest, that the
church of Christ is a distinct body, separate from the

world, composed of professed believers, united together
in holy covenant. The Saviour addressed his church,
though at that time small, as a separate body. "Fear
not, little flock, it is the Father's good pleasure to give

you the kingdom." The church is still, compara-
tively, small; but it is a distinct body, and Christ is

its sole head. This should be understood, in order,

that our respective churches, which are members of

this one body, may attend to their peculiar duties,

guard their privileges, and act in concert for the

growth and edification of the whole body. The church,

as it stands in connexion with civil society, has its

duties and rights, in common with other members of

society. It was on this ground that Jesus paid tribute;

and said, "Render unto Cassar the things which are

Cassar's,"—and that Paul claimed the privilege of a

Roman citizen. It should be recorded in the mind
of every Christian, that he is under sacred as well as

civil obligation to honor and obey magistrates. The
churches of New England have been peculiarly fa-

vored with civil privileges. The incense of grateful

praise to the Supreme Disposer should daily ascend

from your family altars; and your whole conduct

3
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evince that there is no interference between your

duties as Christians and your duties as members of

the civil community. But, while we exhort you to

demean yourselves peaceably as good members of

society, we entreat you, by every thing sacred, that

you do not compromise the interests of that infinitely

higher kingdom, of which you are, also, members.
No human power may legislate for the church. Christ

is its sole head. To him, and to him alone, are the

churches to look for their rule of duty; from him, and

him alone, do they derive all their peculiar rights and

privileges. On this principle the Gospel was first

preached, and churches organized. Paul to the Gala-

tians, observes, "I certify you, brethren, that the Gos-

pel, which was preached of me, is not after man. For
I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it

but by the revelation of Jesus Christ." The same
Apostle, to the Corinthians, declares the church to be

"God's building," "the temple of God," in which the

Spirit of God dwells. And he cautions them to take

heed, how they built; directs them to build with pre-

cious materials, and not with wood, hay and stubble.

"If any man," said he, "defile the temple of God, him
shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy,

which temple are ye."

We take the liberty, dear brethren, to direct your

attention, to one of your peculiar duties and privileges,

that of enlarging and adorning the Christian church.

By the authority of the great Head of the church, it

devolves on you to receive such, and such only, into

your holy fellowship and communion, as give evidence

of vital piety. Neither living in a land called Chris-

tian, nor the most regular attendance on public wor-

ship, constitutes any man a church member, or a fit

subject for membership. It is an eternal truth, that,

"Except a man be born again, he cannot see the king-
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dom of God." In attending to your duty, in the
particular under consideration, while you will secure

a sacred privilege, on which, under God, the prosper-

ity, and even the existence of the church depends, you
will violate no civil obligation. As it is the peculiar

duty and right of the church to be sole judge of the
qualifications of those whom she admits as members
of the body, so it is her peculiar duty and right to

maintain Christian discipline in the church. This au-

thority is delegated to her by no human power; but
by the Lord himself. To maintain strict discipline is a
very difficult, but a very important duty of churches^

In this delicate business, they are not to confer with
flesh and blood, but attend to the special directions of

Christ. Paul, under inspiration, gives explicit direc-

tions respecting the incestuous person. The church
at Corinth were not left to inquire into the expedi-

ency of the measure; whether it would be agreeable
to the general feelings of that proverbially licentious

people. He obtained liberty from no human au-

thority to give the following direction to Titus, "A
man that is an heretic, after the first and second admo-
nition reject." In these particulars, he was acting

solely by the authority of Christ. This is the only

rulfi of church discipline, in all cases. We entreat

you, dear brethren, in this particular to do your duty,

and guard your privilege. Give prompt attention to

trespasses, in the Gospel sense, whether they relate

to doctrine or practice. Realize that the bringing

in of "damnable heresies," may inflict as deep a wound
on the church, as the vilest immorality. Be mild,

and gentle, and, to a suitable degree, forbearing. If

possible, reclaim offenders. But, if they prove incor-

rigible, use your Christian liberty, perform a sacred

duty, by excluding them from your holy communion.
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Another peculiar privilege of the churches, to

which we would solicit your attention, is, that of choos-

ing their own officers. The most important office in

the church is the pastoral office. "Bj the same di-

vine authority, on which churches are established, it

is ordained that they should have pastors. The
sacred pastoral office is not of man, but of God. There
is evidence most authentic and abundant, that in the

primitive times, the right of churches to elect their

own pastors was universally exercised, and held most

sacred." It is of the last importance that this right

should be maintained. The church should be, what
Christ designed "As a city set on a hill which cannot

be hid;" '-the pillar and ground of truth." Illumined

by the Sun of Righteousness, she should reflect her

light on all around her. Her pastors are special or-

gans for this benevolent purpose, as well as for Zion's

edijfication; and therefore should be men of her choice.

Need we inform you, that the churches are in danger
of losing this inestimable privilege, by immersion in

the world. The parochial regulations of this com-
monwealth, have, in the legitimate use of them, been
productive of extensive benefits. These regulations,

however, are purely of a civil nature, and designed
for civil purposes. They, indeed, bear an honourable
testimony to the good eifects of Christian institutions

on society; but are, by no means, essential, either to

the existence, or to the growth of Christian churches.
The primitive churches existed and flourished without
such aid. And it were better, infinitely better that
the church should be deprived of all worldly advan-
tages than to retain them by the sacrifice of her
inherent rights and privileges. One of the last sac-
rifices which the churches should make, is the right
of choosing their own pastors. It is one the most
important which they can make; when once made, it
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leaves little worth preserving. We sincerely rejoice

in the harmony which has generally prevailed between
churches and parishes on this interesting subject, and
deeply regret that any instances should have existed

to render a caution necessary. It is, unquestionably,

important that churches should respect the sentiments

and feelings of parishes with which they are associ-

ated. In the choice of a pastor, who also is to be a

teacher in the parish, the church should accommodate,
as far as the laws of Christ will permit, but never
relinquish her sacred right. All men have not faith.

The doctrine of the cross, and every distinctive fea-

ture of the Christian religion, are opposed by the
natural heart, with no less violence, now, than they
were in the Apostle's day. There is, at heart, no
union between the kingdom of light and the kingdom
of darkness; there never can be. We entreat you,

therefore, dear brethren, by every thing sacred, by
every thing interesting in time and eternity, that you
do not surrender the right under consideration, nor
suffer it to be wrested from you. Maintain it inviola-

ble, from a regard to the honour of our Saviour, to

his holy truth, to the enlargement and prosperity of

Zion, and to multitudes of precious souls holden in the

cords of their sins. Act by the authority of Christ:

and confident we are that you will receive no one to

go in and out before you, and break to you the bread
of life, who, by the church, is deemed unqualified;

and that you will acknowledge no one, as a regular

pastor of a church who is set up by any other author-

ity. Take a peaceful attitude, as subjects of the

Prince of Peace, a dignified attitude, as subjects of that

almighty Being, who also is Lord over the kings of

the earth. Sooner suffer the loss of all things, even
life itself, than sacrifice that liberty wherewith Christ
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has made you free; or, compromise it for worldly

aid.

We close with an extract from an Election Sermon,

preached in May, 1773, which shews that the leading

sentiment, to which we have invited your attention, is

not new. "The affairs of state and commonwealth are

the proper province of civil rulers. As to the church

of Christ, be content to let it stand upon its own
proper Gospel foundation, regulated by its own laws,

guarded and enforced by their own sanctions. On
this foundation she has stood, in her best days; on this

foundation she can yet stand, and must stand, and live

for ever. And, though she may appear weak and

ready to fall, and seem to court the utmost power of

earth to support her, yet the interposition of worldly

power to establish her, and civil policy to defend

her, will only jostle her foundation, and sink her the

lower.''''

And now, brethren, we commend you to God, and

to the word of his grace, which is able to build you

up, and to give you an inheritance among all them
which are sanctified; and are, very affectionately,

yours, in the bonds of the Gospel.

OLIVER COBB, Moderator.
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EXTRACTS FROM THE MINUTES.

The General Association of Massachusetts convened at the
Vestry of the Park Street Church in Boston, on Tuesday-
June 28, 1825, at five o'clock, P. M.; and, as the Pastor of
the Park Street Church was absent, was called to order by
the Rev. Mr, Wisner, Pastor of the Old South Church in

Boston,

The Association made choice of the Rev. Ebenezer Por-
ter, D. D. for Moderator, the Rev. John Woodbiidge for

Scribe, and the Rev. Joseph Vaill for Assistant Scribe.

Certificates of delegation were then presented, from which
it appeared that the following delegates were present.

From the Berkshire Associ- C Rev. Rufus W. Bailey,

ation, I Rev. Levi White.
From the Mountain Associa- C Rev. Roswell Hawks,

tion, ^ Rev. William A, Havvley.

From the Franklin Associa- CRev. Edward Hitchcock,
tion, tl^6v, Benjamin F. Clark.

From the Hampshire Central CRev P^noch Hale,

Association, ^ Rev. John Woodbridge,
From the Hampden Associa- \ Rev. Timothy M. Cooley,

tion, \ Rev. Calvin Foot.

From the Brookfield Associa- CRev. Joseph Vaill,

tion, ^ Rev. Joshua Crosby,

From the Worcester Central CRev. John Nelson,

Association, (Rev. Ebenezer Newhall.

From the Worcester North C Rev. George Fisher,

Association, ^ Rev. Eber L. Clarke.

From the Andover Associa- C Rev. Samuel Stearns,

tion, ^Rev. Freegrace Reynolds.



From the Haverhill Associa- C Rev. Isaac Tompkins,*
tion, C Rev. Ebenezer Porter, D.D.

From the Association of Sa- CRev. Samuel Dana,

lem and Vicinity, ^ Rev. Samuel Emerson.

n J.U c a- u ji ' r ^Rev. Jonathan Homer,
From the Suffolk Association,

^ ^^^ ^^^^^^ ^^^
r, ii. TT • A • *• ^ Rev. Samuel Sprina:,
From the Union Association, in t\ -j n • u

' ^ Rev. David Brigham.

From the Old Colony Associ- C Rev. Luther Wright,

ation, ^Rev. William Gould,

From the Barnstable Association, None.

From the General Assembly of C Rev. James Hoge,
the Presbyterian Church, i Rev. Ezra Stiles Ely, D. D.

From the General Associa- C Rev. Joab Brace,

tion of Connecticut, ^Rev. Francis L. Robbins.

From the General Association C
j^^^ p^^^^^j ^

of N-evv Hampshire, (
'

From the General Convention ^ Rev. Elihu Smith,

of Vermont, i Rev. Ephraim H. Newton,
From the Evangelical Consoci-

^ ^^^ ^.jj.^^ p^^^^ jj j^
ation ot Rhode Island, (

'

Secretary, Rev. Thomas Snell.

Minister of the Place, Rev. Benjamin B. Wisner, to

whom a seat in the Association was given, by a vote of the

body, in consequence of the absence of the Pastor of the

Park Street Church.

A request being presented in writing from the Harmony
Association to be received into connexion with this body,

the General Association, (after being informed, by the Rev.

Mr. Rockwood who presented the request, what ministers

compose that Association,) voted that the Harmony Associa

tion be received into connexion with this body, and that the

Rev. Elisha Rockwood take his seat as a delegate from that

Association.

The Clerical members of the Board of Directors of the

Massachusetts Domestic Missionary Society who were pres-

sent, took their seats as honorary members.

The meeting was opened with prayer by the Moderator.

The Standing Rules of the Association were read.

* toaiL his seat the second day.



Rev. Messrs. Hale, Snell and Fay were appointed Com-
mittee of Arrang;ements.

Reports of the delegates from this to other ecclesiastical

bodies the last jear were called for, and received in part.

The Committee of Arrangements reported in part.

Rev. Messsrs. Cooly, Hoge and Nelson were appointed a

committee to receive the reports of the several ecclesiastical

bodies connected with this on the state of religion, and
prepare a general report.

|.! Rev. Messrs. Rockwood, Hale and Foot were appointed
a committee to audit the treasurer's accounts, and report the
state of the treasury, and the sum necessary to be paid the
next year by each member of the Associations of Massachu-
setts connected with this body to defray the annual
expenses.

Rev. Messrs. Bardwell, Hull and Nelson of the Worces-
ter Central Association were appointed a committee to pre-

pare and Report a Pastoral Address for the next year.

Voted to attend prayer meetings at the Park Street

Church on the mornings of Wednesday and 1'hursday at

five o'clock, A. M.
The Moderator and Rev. Messrs. Edwards and Bailey

were, at the request of the Rev. Mr. Sneed an agent of the

Synod of Kentucky, appointed a committee to receive state-

ments from Mr. Sneed with respect to the interests of a

college in the bounds and under the patronage of that Synod,
designed especially to furnish that destitute section of our
country with evangelical ministers, and report to the Asso-
ciation.

After prayer by the Moderator, the Association adjourned,

to meet in the Park Street Church tomorrow morning at

Inine o'clock.

i
Wednesday morning, June 29th. The Association met

according to adjournment, and was opened with prayer by
the Moderator.

i The Committee of Arrangements again reported in part.

Voted that the delegates from this to other ecclesiastical

bodies the last year who are present, be invited to sit as

honorary members.
The Committee appointed the last year to consider and

recommend amendments and additions to the standing rules
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of this body made their report. Voted that this report b(

read the second lime tomorrow morning.

The Committee appointed to receive statements from thi

Rev. Mr. Sneed agent of the Synod of Kentucky, &c. re

ported the following resolution, which was adopted, viz

Resolved that the General Association of Massachusetts cor

dially approve of the efforts which the Synod of Kentucky

are making to increase the means of literary and theologica

instruction in that state, and earnestly hope they will receivf

the liberal assistance of the Christian public.

Rev. Dr. Porter and Messrs. Snell and Cooly were ap

pointed a committee to report on the following question, viz

What shall be done by this body to promote a more scrip

tural observance of the Sabbath?

The following resolution was submitted to the Association

and committed to Rev. Messrs. Edwards, Burt and Robbins

to report thereon during the present session, viz. Resolve

that it is expedient to recommend to the Associations i

connexion with this body to institute an annual visitation (

the Churches, by a delegation from among themselves, sul:

iect to such regulations as they may adopt, and as the minis

ters of the churches respectively shall approve.

Voted that the Franklin Association be requested t

appoint the preacher for the next year.

Voted that the next annual meeting of this body be holde

within the limits of the Worcester North Association, !

the house of the Rev. Mr. Putnam in Fitchburgh.

The Committee to nominate delegates and substitutes t

other ecclesiastical bodies made their report, which w£

accepted. The following persons were appointed.

Rev. Samuel Shepard, D. D. and Benjamin B. Wisner t

the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, to met

at Philadelphia on the third Tuesday of May 1826; Rei

Ebenezer Porter, D. D. and William B- Sprague their subst

lutes.

Rev. Micah Stone and Charles Jenkins to the Generi

Association of Connecticut, to meet at o

the third Tuesday in June 1S26.: Rev. James Taylor an

Joseph Vaill their substitutes.

Rev. Sylvester Holmes and Moses Miller to the Gener;

Association of New Hampshire, to meet at the house (



tlev. Baxter Perry in Lime, on the first Tuesday in Sep-

ember next; Rev. Elias Cornelius and Samuel Dana their

jubstitutes.

Rev. Alvan Bond and Aroetius B. Hull to the General

Convention of Vermont, to meet at Chelsea on the second

Tuesday in September next; Rev. Calvin Hitchcock and

samuel Walker their substitutes.

Rev. John Nelson and Thomas Shepard to the Evangelical

Consociation of Rhode Island, to meet at on

;he second Tuesday in June 1826; Rev. John Shaw and

Tonathan Homer their substitutes.

Rev. Messrs. Fay, Wisner and Green were appointed the

Committee of Publication.

Mr. Brewster, of the firm of Crocker & Brewster No. 49
Washington Street, Boston, was appointed Agent of the

jreneral Association for the ensuing year.

The committee appointed on the resolution to recommend
,0 the particular associations in connexion with this body to

nstitute an annual visitation of the churches, &c. made the

bllowing report, which was accepted, viz. that the considera-

ion of the subject of this resolution be postponed to the

lext annual meeting, and that the delegates from the dis-

';rict Associations to this General Association be requested to

ay a copy of this resolution before their respective Associa-

';ions, that their delegates to the next General Association

nay be prepared to act definitively on the subject

At three o'clock P. M. the Associational sermon was
oreached by the Rev. John Nelson of the Worcester Central

Association, from Acts xi, 26.

After the religious services, narratives of the state of

•eligion in the churches connected with this body were given

)y the delegates.

The Association, after prayer by the Moderator, then

idjourned to half past eight o'clock tomorrow morning.
Thursday 7norning, June SQth. The Association met

iccording to adjournment, and was opened with prayer by
he Moderator
The report of the Committee on the Standing rules was

ead a second time, and adopted. Voted that this report be
published with the minutes of the Association.

'I'he Committee appointed to audit the treasurer's accounts
made their report, which was accepted. The sum to be



8

paid the next year by each member of the several Associa-

tions in Massachusetts connected with this body to defray

the annual expenses is fifty cents.

The Committee appointed to consider what shall be done
by this body to promote a more scriptural observance of the

Sabbath, made their report, which was accepted, and is as

follows; "While the profanation of this sacred institution

by travelling; and secular business is manifestly increasing!

among us, and while it is very desirable that some adequate

remedy should be applied to so great an evil; your commit-
tee are not prepared, on so short a notice, to suggest any^

course of practical measures that might promise to meet the

exigencies of the case. Still they would recommend that thei

sentiments of this body be expressed in the following;

resolutions, viz.

Resolved, that it is incumbent on all the friends ofi

Christian institutions to cherish the solemn recollection how
much we are indebted, under God, to the influence of thei

Christian Sabbath for those invaluable blessings which have

descended to us from the pious fathers of New England; and

that it is especially incumbent on the Ministers of Christ,

as official guardians of the public morals, to promote, by
their preaching and by every other practicable means, just

views of this important subject.

Resolved, that we regard with painful apprehensions the

growing indifference, in many places, to the sanctity of thei

Sabbath, and the repeated instances in which it is openly

profaned, as being directly opposed to the cause of vital

religion and of good morals, and as inauspicious to the best

interests of our country.

Resolved, that while we sincerely rejoice in testimonies

of affectionate and grateful respect shown to General La
Fayette, and view a distinct expression of public sentiment,;

in this case, as becoming in a free and enlightened people,

we deeply lament that the honors so justly due to this dis-i

tinguished benefactor of our country should have been, in

any instances made the occasion of violating the Sabbath, to

an extent which we think utterly inconsistent with the

respect due from a Christian people to this holy day."

At nine o'clock the Association voted to have a recess,

tt) give opportunity to the Massachusetts Domestic Mission-



ary Society to transact the business of its annual meeting.*
At the close of the Society's meeting, the General Associa-
tion resumed its business.

The Pastoral Address, prepared by the Committee appoint-

jcd for the purpose last year, was read, and accepted, and
;committed to the Publishing Committee, with liberty to

make such alterations as they may think proper.!

After the annual sermon before the Massachusetts Domes-
tic Missionary Society, in the afternoon, the Association

united with the members of that Society, and with a large

inumber of Ministers and Christians, of Boston and the vicin-

ty, and from different parts of the country, in celebrating

ithe Lord's Supper.

At the close of the religious services the Association

resumed their business.

The Committee appointed to prepare a general narrative

)f the state of religion, made their report, which was ac-

pepted, and referred to the Publishing Committee J
: Voted that this Association feel a grateful sense of the

kindness and hospitality of those citizens of Boston, who
lave been interested in their present meeting, and that the

Rev. Mr. Wisner be requested to express the thanks of this

3ody to the Park Street Church for the use of their meeting
louse during the present session.

The Association then united in singing the 117th Psalm,

L. JVI. with the Christian Doxology, and in a prayer offer-

jd, at the request of the Moderator, by the Rev. Mr- Brace,

ielegate from the General Association of Connecticut, and

idjourned sine die.

EBENEZER PORTER, Moderator,

JOHN WOODBRIDGE, Scribe.

JOSEPH VAILL, Assistant Scribe.

• The account of tlie Society's anniversary, its annual report, &c. will be publbbed in a
leparate pamphlet.
T For ttie Addiess, see the third article in this pamphlet.

i For the Narrative, see the second article in this pamphlet.
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NARRATIVE OF THE STATE OF RELIGION.

Tliis narrative, it is expected, will be read to each church and congrega-

tion in Massachusetts, in connexion with the General Association, by

the Minister or some other suitable person.

The kingdom of Christ is progressive. Small and

depressed as it lias been at some particular times, it is

destined to rise and extend, till the whole earth shall

feel its benign and heavenly influence. Every thing

which relates to this kingdom interests the hearts of

Christians; and nothing more deeply, than a detail of

facts evincing its advancement and prosperity. In

this eventful period, the history of a single year is not

unimportant. We have attended this annual meeting,

and heard from our brethren narratives of their labours

and their trials with mingled emotions of grief and

of joy. While we have heard many important partic-

ulars which claim our thankful praise, others have

been reported which wear a dark and discouraging

aspect.

Not a few of the churches which have, in former

years, been blessed with seasons of "refreshing from

the presence of the Lord," although they remain stead-

fast in the faith, have declined in Christian feeling and

effort. Professing Christians to a great extent, it is

feared, are conformed to the spirit and maxims of the

world. Multitudes in our congregations, instead of

being excited to earnest solicitude for their salvation,

are heedlessly advancing in the way to endless ruin.

Delusive and fatal error, though it has not assumed

any new form nor made any perceptible progress the

past year, still continues, and counteracts the salutary

influence of the truth. Vice in various forms, espe-

cially intemperance, profaneness and Sabbath-break'
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ing, prevail to such extent as to furnish much occasion

for weeping and humiliation. In not a few families

there is no worship of God, no religious instruction of

children; and in some instances much to be lamented,

the public ordinances of religion are habitually

neglected.

From this painful part of the subject we now pass

to a consideration of events which are of a more pleas-

ing and encouraging character.

The churches in our connexion are harmonious in

sentiment. Nearly all of them are supplied with pas-

tors. Through the aid of the Massachusetts Domes-
tic Missionary Society several "waste places" of our

Zion have been built up within a few years; and this

useful Society is steadily advancing in the estimation

of the Christian public, and in the extent and effi-

ciency of its labours for the promotion of the Redeem-
er's kingdom. The Monthly Concert of Prayer is

observed in all our churches, and, in most cases, ac-

companied with collections in aid of the missionary

cause.

All the great objects of religious charity are sup-

ported with undiminished, probably with increasing,

liberality. Sabbath schools are numerous, and in suc-

cessful operation. During the past year a Masschu-
setts Sabbath School Union, auxiliary to the American
Sunday School Union, has been formed, which promises

I

to exert a powerful influence in promoting the moral

; and religious instruction of the rising generation, and
justly claims the patronage and co-operation of Min-
isters and private Christians. In many of our congre-

gations Bible Classes have been formed, which have

already been productive of the best effects, and prom-
ise a high degree of usefulness to the young. The
Colleges at Williamstown and at Amherst are in a
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flourishing condition, and a great proportion of the

students in both these institutions are considered pious.

The Theological Seminary at Andover, is in a pros-

perous state, containing one hundred and twenty

students; and enjoys the confidence, and commends
itself to the prayers of the Christian community.

Revivals of religion have not, the past year, been as

numerous and powerful as in former years: we have

very comforting evidence, however, that the Lord hath

not forgotten us. In view of the precious tokens of

the divine presence in some of our congregations, we
may exclaim, with grateful and joyful emotions,

"Who are these that fly, as a cloud, and as doves, to

their windows?"
The town of Chester, in the Mountain Associa-

tion, has been favoured with the special influences of

the Holy Spirit, and about sixty, it is hoped, have

become the subjects of renewing grace. The work
still continues, and is advancing.

In Hampden Association, Monson is now favoured

with a revival; about sixty appear to have become
reconciled to God, and the work is, silently and pow-
erfully, extending. In Granville, in this Association,

nearly thirty have been admitted to the church, as the

fruits of a recent revival, and a still greater number
give evidence of having passed from death unto life.

South Hadley, in the Hampshire Central Asso-

ciation, has been favoured with copious efllisions of

the Holy Spirit; and the same blessing, in a more^i

limited extent, has been enjoyed by Hadley and
Northampton. There is also, at this time, a revival-

in the West Parish in Granby.
In Westminster, Worcester North Association,

sixty have, apparently, become the subjects of renew-
ing grace.
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In the Worcester Central Association, during the

past year, fifteen have been added to the church in

HoLDEN, and fourteen to the church in West Boyl-
STON.

In the Union Association there has been a special

work of grace in the towns of Abington and Easton.
jJn the former place fifty, and in the latter a still

i greater number give evidence of having turned from
the error of their ways to the service of the living God.
Unusual seriousness also prevails in Braintree,
North Bridgewater, and the Second Parish in

Randolph.
In the South Parish in Andover more than sixty

have been added to the church, and the pleasing fact

is reported that many have recently begun to worship

:God in their families who had before entirely neglect-

led that important duty.

The Churches in the Old Colony Association, (the

only one besides the Suffolk from which returns of the

number of communicants, &c. were received,) contain

about 1,276 members of churches. Although there

have been no revivals of religion within the limits of

this Association the past year, the general state of the

churches is reported to be, at present, more than

usually prosperous.

Within the limits of the Association of Salem and
Vicinity, the power of divine grace has been signally

displayed. In several congregations in Salem, many
have been "pricked in their heart," and constrained

to inquire with deep solicitude, "What shall we do to

be saved?" and many have bowed, in peaceful sub-

mission, at the feet of the Redeemer. This precious

work of divine grace still continues. From its com-
mencement to the present time, it has been distin-

guished by very pleasant features. The awakening
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and renovating influences of the Spirit have been shed

dov^^n like the silent dew of heaven. The power

of divine grace has been witnessed and felt, not in the

earthquake, the tempest, or the fire, but in the still

small voice. Eighty-five have been added to the

South Church, about the same number to the Taber-

nacle Church, and thirty-two to the Presbyterian

Church. It is computed that in this revival nearly

three hundred have been brought into the kingdom of

Christ. A similar work of grace has been experi-

enced in the First Parish in Marblehead, where
|

between fifty and sixty are already numbered among'

the hopeful converts.

The Suffolk Association, composed of the Evangel-

ical Congregational Ministers of Boston and the

vicinity, contains thirteen members, connected with

thirteen churches. The number of members in these

churches is above 1,700. The additions reported the

last year were 178. To the five churches in Boston
belong about 976 members, of whom 127 were added

the past year. A neat and commodious meeting house

for the use of the Evangelical Congregational Church

at South Boston has recently been completed. A new
meeting house is now erecting in Hanover Street by

members of the Old South, Park Street, and Union
Congregations, in which an evangelical minister will

be settled as soon as the building is completed. A
church to occupy this house is to be formed in a few

days by persons dismissed from Old South, Park Street,

and Union Churches for that purpose. In Charter

Street, in the north part of the city, where a small con-

gregation has been collected, and religious services

regularly held during the past year, some special atten-

tion to religion has appeared. A number have been

hopefully converted, and several are still under serioue
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impressions. In the Second Church in Waltham^
also, several have indulged the hope that they have

passed from death unto life, and a number are now
anxiously inquiring what they must do to be saved.

In all the churches connected with this Association,

are Bible Classes, and other institutions, which are

exerting a powerful influence on the rising generation,

in bringing them to a knowledge of the way of sal-

vation through Jesus Christ. On the whole, there is

most pleasing and conclusive evidence that, in the

metropolis and its vicinity, the cause of truth and holi-

ness is decidedly advancing.

From the General Assembly of the Presbyterian

Church, and from ecclesiastical bodies in New Eng-
land connected with this Association, we have received

communications of an interesting nature. Their
literary and theological institutions are flourishing.

The Monthly Concert of Prayer is generally observed.

Charitable eflbrts are patronized with increasing lib-

erality. The rising generation are, to a considerable

extent, faithfully and systematically instructed in the

great truths and duties of religion. The ministers of

the Gospel are exerting a powerful influence to coun-

teract error and vice, and to promote the cause of truth

and holiness. Precious, extensive, and in some in-

stances, powerful revivals of religion have attended

their labours, and introduced many souls into the

visible kingdom of the Redeemer.
In reviewing the divine dealings with us the past

year, we find much occasion to praise God for the

manifestations of his love. The present is indeed a

most interesting and eventful period. While the ene-

mies of the cross of Christ are active, vigilant, and
persevering, it is the imperious duty of Christians to

contend earnestly for the faith once delivei;ed to the



* 16

saints, to pray without ceasing, and to live, not unto

themselves, but to Him who died for them. There is

a voice from heaven saying to the Church, "Arise,

shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord

is risen upon thee." The clouds which now obscure

our vision will soon be dissipated by the increasing

brightness of that spiritual light which is shining upon

us. There is no cause for despondency, but much
for encouragement. The promises of God are sure.

In due time they shall be accomplished. Blessed be*

the Lord God, the God of Israel, who only doeth

wondrous things; blessed be his glorious name for

ever! And let the whole earth be filled with his glory./

EBENEZER PORTER, Moderator.

DEAR BRETHREN,

"Go and preach the Gospel to every creature,"

was the command of our Saviour to his disciples.

This command we believe to be still in force. We
recognize its obligation upon us to the whole extent

of our ability, when it is estimated with a proper

regard to the other duties incumbent upon us, in con-

sequence of commands from the same authority. We
are permitted to live in an age, when we see pleasing

evidence, that this obligation begins to be felt by those,

who love the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity and truth.

The Angel having the everlasting Gospel to preach to

every creature, has begun his flight through the midst

of heaven, and is hastening on his way to the ends of

the earth. Nations who knew not the Saviour are
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beginning to lisp Kis precious name, and to direct

their supplications to the throne of his mercy. Ethi-

opia is stretching out her hands to God, and the isles

are waiting for his law. They have cast away their

dumb idols, and like the prophets of old, who were
zealous for the honour of Jehovah, have burned them,

and scattered their ashes to the winds, and have turn-

ed to Him, who made the heavens and the earth, and
all that in them is, to worship him by presenting

incense and a pure offering, the sacrifice of a broken
and contrite spirit.

We rejoice, dear brethren, in these animating and
glorious proofs, that God is about to arise and have
mercy upon Zion, and that the set time to favour her

has come. Blessed are the eyes, which see, and the

ears which hear the great things that God has done,

and is doing, to build up the Redeemer's kingdom
among men. To all w^ho are engaged in spreading

abroad the knowledge of a Saviour's mercy, we wish
God speed. May a thousand blessings rest upon
them. May all hands be employed in helping them;

all hearts engaged in sympathy for them, and every

consecrated place, where supplications are directed to

the Father of our spirits, whether in private or in pub-

lic, witness continual and fervent intercessions for

I
their welfare and success.

r' May benevolent societies, for their encouragement
^ and support among us, and among all who bear the

name of Christians, be exceedingly multiplied, strength-

i ened, and encouraged, and every individual Christian
' through the whole earth, feel more and more deeply

his sacred obligation to aid in promoting the great

! work of redeeming love.

Such is our heart's desire and prayer to God for the

prosperity of missionary efforts among the heathen of

3



18

our own land and of other roimtries. We take pleas-

ure in giving our testimony to the interest we feel in

this sacred cause; and particularly so on the present

occasion, when we are about to address you on an-
other kindred and deeply interesting topic. While
we shall attempt to urge the duty of strenuous exer-

tion in another department of the great work, which i

Christian love is carrying on, we think it expedient i

to guard any thing which we may say in favour of I

this, against being construed to the prejudice of mis-
sionary efforts among the heathen.

It is a melancholy fact, which w^e are still con-
strained to witness, that amidst all the great under-
takings of benevolence, characterizing the present
age, and the state of which we are members, there
are yet among us so many places, where the walls of
Zion are broken down, and her fruitful fields laid

waste. Can it be believed, that while we are sending
missionaries to the ends of the earth, and spreading
the knowledge of a Saviour from the rising of the sun
to the going down of the same, that there yet remain
thousands among us, nearly as destitute of all the
means of grace, as the heathen; and multitudes who
are scarcely more enlightened in the knowledge of
salvation, than they? Yet such is the fact. We are
constrained to admit it. We feel obliged by a regard
for the eternal welfare of our fellow creatures and
fellow countrymen, to make it fully known to you.

There are noiv more than forty churches in our
Commonwealth, destitute of regular pastors and stated
Gospel institvAons. Not a few of these are in a con-
dition apparently hopeless, as to obtaining the full

enjoyment of Christian privileges, unless the friendly
aid of others shall be extended to them. Others are
struggling with great and disheartening difficulties,
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and very much need the kindly assistance and encour-

agement of their brethren.

What shall we now say to these things? While we
cheerfully admit to its utmost extent our obligations

to send abroad the knowledge of a Saviour's name,

we do believe our obligation to spread it at home, and

among our fellow citizens, is not duly felt.

When the great Head of the Church sent fortl^ his

Apostles as missionaries for the conversion of all na-

tions, he did not forget that people, among whom the

Church of God had hitherto existed. "Go and preach

the Gospel to every creature," was his command;

—

but in the details of their commission the messengers

received the charge, wherever they came first to

address the glad tidings of salvation to the Jews.

Why? Because the Jews were then already in a state

of preparation by their previous knowledge of the

true God and his worship to understand the way of

salvation, and consequently to be immediately the

most useful in promoting the cause of Christ.

When the Jews rejected the offers of redeeming

love, and persevered in their denial of the true Mes-
siah, then the Apostles turned to the Gentiles, and
proffered the salvation, which their own people had
rejected. From this example our churches may learn

something respecting their duty in spreading the knowl-

edge of salvation. We cannot labour every where at

one and the same time. Into what field then, shall

we first thrust in the sickle? Into that which is already

whitening to the harvest; or into that which seems

less ripe, and less promising? Or is there nothing left

by the great Head of the Church to the prudence and
discretion of his ministers and people with respect to

the field, on which their exertions shall be laid out?

Is all which they have to do merely to reap; no matter
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whether the field be well chosen or not? Such was not

the course adopted by the Apostles. When one city

rejected them, turned a deaf ear to their messages,

and persecuted them, they shook off the dust of their

feet as a testimony against it, and departed to another.

The Lord moreover directed them^ by the special influ-

ences of his Spirit to those scenes of labour, which

would offer them encouragement, and furnish hope of

success. We do not lay claim to such direction, nor

do we at the present day expect miraculous guidance.

We must then exercise our judgment, in the best

manner we can, in selecting the most promising fields

of labour; and we must take into view all the circum-

stances, which usually render the success of the

Gospel most probable.

W hen we behold those in our own commonwealth,

who speak our own language, who come within the

influence of our means of instruction, of our common
and Sabbath schools; who may be influenced by the

example and the sympathies of those, who surround

them; who, in a word, are bone of our bone and flesh

of our flesh, almost destitute of the means of grace,

can we doubt that this field should be immediately

cultivated? Can we doubt, whatever beside we may
be able to accomplish, that this cry, "Come over and

help us," should secure from us the needed assist-

ance? Are not the souls of our countrymen as precious

as any others in our own eyes, and in the sight of the

great Head of the Church?

We may now proceed to ask a second question.

On the supposition that a church is gathered and built

up among us from those, who are strangers to th.^

covenant of promise, and aliens from the common
wealth of Israel, and that one might be gathered ofi

equal magnitude by the same preacher among the'
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heathen, which of these churches would m all proba-

bility do most for the cause of Christ? We by no
means undertake to judge how this might be in every

case; for God may make the Church gathered from

among the heathen the most signal instrument of

promoting his cause; but according to the more usual

course of things, a society of wanderers among us

reclaimed to God, may be more powerful auxiliaries

to the cause of Christ, than an equal number of

heathen, inasmuch as they possess more means of being

so. The Older of duty then, seems to require an

immediate effort on our part to reclaim these wander-
ers of our own flock.

Contemplate the subject in another point of view.

Who are to send out missionaries to the heathen? You
will answer, "The churches at home." It is indeed

so. But what if these churches at home are in any
way neglected; and what if weeds grow up, and choke
the harvest here? What if the fields are suffered to lie

waste and desolate; and these desolations are every

year spreading wider and wider? What will ere long

become of the churches, which are now the Lord's

vineyard? Will they not be a desolation and a waste,

and the harvest both at home and abroad cease to be

gathered in?

Such is truly the danger to which we are exposed,

while we neglect to build up the waste places of our

Zion. Do we not know, that thorns and thistles will

spring up, and grow rapidly, where we cease to cul-

tivate? And can we expect that the numerous and

soul destroying errors of the present time will not find

the way to every part of our commonwealth, where
the light of truth is not freely diffused? Such an ex-

pectation would betray little knowledge of the weak-
ness or wickedness of men. What the friends of truth



do not occupy, will be occupied by their adversaries
and we must expect hostility to the doctrines, that W(
believe to be essentially connected with Christianity
in all those places which we abandon, without an effor
to convert them from the error of their ways.

Impressed with such a view of this subject, we nov
make the appeal to you, Christian Brethren, in behal
of the cause of Domestic Missions. We most earn
estly desire, that the claims, which this cause ha;
upon us, may be more deeply felt among our churches
than they have hitherto been. Many have indeec
done deeds of charity in respect to spreading the Gos
pel at home, which demand the fervent gratitude o
the friends of Zion; and we are well persuaded, tha
many others only need to have the full extent of ou]
spiritual wants placed before them, to induce them U
extend their friendly aid to the same importam
cause.

It was a noble resolution of a Bible Society in ont
of the counties of the state of New-York during tht
past year, when they had discovered that 1,200 fami
lies in it were without a Bible, that every famil}
should immediately be supplied with one. We woulc
fain imitate so good an example in respect to the
preaching of the Gospel, as well as the diffusing o;

the Scriptures. The living word by the mouth ol
preachers must be sent, as well as the written records
of the will of Heaven.
The best information we have been able to procure

leads us to believe, that if one hundred dollars on an
average annually, should be furnished to each of our
destitute churches, they might all be supplied with
regular preaching for the greater part of the time, and
enjoy the benefit of Gospel ordinances. Many of
them might in a short time be so strengthened mid
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animated, as to provide wholly for themselves, and
settle a pastor among them. Should the evangelical

churches of this commonwealth contribute on an aver-
age forty or fifty dollars annually, it would furnish

the sum necessary for the important purpose in

question.

Let our churches then, one and all without delay
come to the resolution, that no waste place shall re-

main in our Zion. What would be said of the hus-
bandman, who neglected his own more fruitful lands,

which lay around his dwelling, while he cultivated

.fields with greater expense, at a greater distance from
him, and less fertile. We cannot act thus unwisely
and imprudently, without violating our obligations to

pur own country, and our own churches. He who
commanded private Christians first of all to provide
for their own households, has commanded us first to
provide for our destitute brethren, who are among us.

I Our churches have ability to do this; yea, abundant
ability to do all that is needful, without in any degree
ietracting from those streams which flow into the
reservoirs of other charities. These things ought we
•:o do, and not leave the others undone. Let us then
kiddress ourselves in earnest to this great work. Our
'dme of action is short. Life is fleeting. A great
jvork is to be done. Error is stalking wide abroad,
(ind dangers are multiplying around us. The most
successful way to refute error is to inculcate truth.

Ne may dispute as much as we please, and show
!ver so much zeal for doctrine or practice; still if we
eave undone the work of love before us, we shall be
overrun with error, and our evangelical churches will

sooner or later be swallowed up by it.

Rouse then to action every church, and every Chris-
ian in our commonwealth. Resolve at once, that

!
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there shall not be a desolate place, where the word ol

life is not declared, and not one spot of wilderness,

which is not cultivated. Benevolence to perishing

souls demands this effort. Regard to the interests of

our churches demands it. Love to the perishing

heathen demands it too; for how shall we send to them

the streams of salvation, when the fountains are dried

up? The spirit of the day forbids that we should

overlook this subject. We must supply the wants

before us, if we would act in consistency with the

principles we profess, or the character we sustain.

May the great Head of the Church animate all his

people among us to this work of faith, and labour oi

love; so that our reproach may be wiped away, and

there be no more desolation in the fair heritage, which

God has given us. That he may guide all your efforts,

Dear Brethren, and give success to all your labours

in his cause, shall be our unceasing desire and prayei

to God.

EBENEZER PORTER, Moderator.



KULES OF THE ASSOCIATION.

The Committee appointed at the Annual meeting of the

General Association of Massachusetts the last year, "to

consider and recommend amendments and additions to the

Standing Rules of this body," have attended to that service,

and beg leave to submit respectfully the following;

—

1. The Association, by which the General Association

of Massachusetts was originally organized, agreed to admit,

and this Association continue to admit, as articles of faith,

the doctrines of Christianity, as they are generally expressed

in the Assembly's Shorter Catechism;—and the above men-
tioned doctrines, understood by us to be distinctly those,

which from the beginning, have been embraced by the

churches of New England as the doctrines of the Gospel,

are considered as the basis of our union.

2. This General Association is founded on the principles

of Congregationalism, and wholly disclaims ecclesiastical

jurisdiction over the churches, or the opinions of individuals.

Its object is to promote brotherly harmony and intercourse

among the ministers of Christ;—to obtain religious informa-

tion relative to the state of their churches, and of the Chris-

tian Church in this country, and throughout the world;

—

and to co-operate with one another, and with other ecclesi-

astical bodies in the most eligible measures for advancing

the cause of truth and holiness.

3. Each District Association in Massachusetts, consent-

ing to the principles of this Union, as stated in the first arti-

cle, may appoint two delegates annually, to compose this

General Association; and it is recommended, that one be

appointed, who attended the preceding year.

4
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4. The time of the annual meeting of this Association,

shall be on the fourth Tuesday of June, at five o'clock,

P. M. at such place, as shall have been duly notified.

5. Seven members, delegated from the particular Asso-

ciations of Massachusetts, shall be requisite to form a quorum
for transacting any business; but for opening and adjourning

the meeting, a less number shall be competent.

6. The Secretary and the Minister of the church, where

the Association meet, shall have seats, and act as members;

the Associations to which they belong retaining the right to

elect their number of delegates in addition.

7. The Minister of the church, where the Association

may convene, shall, when the hour of meeting has arrived,

call the Association to the choice of a Moderator by ballot.

8. It shall be the duty of the Moderator next to call the

Association to the choice of a Scribe, and if necessary, of

an Assistant Scribe, by ballot.

9. The certificates of the Delegates shall be then laid

upon the table, and read by the Secretary, or Scribe. Thei

Rules of the Association shall also be read; after which th©

Moderator shall open the business by prayer.

10. At the opening of the session on each subsequeni

day, the Moderator shall take the chair at the hour to whici
the Association stands adjourned; shall immediately call the

members to order; direct the roll to be called; shall open'

the meeting with prayer, and cause the minutes of the pre*<

ceding day to be read; and the session of each day shall b&
closed with prayer.

11. At each meeting of the Association, a Committee ol

Arrangements, consisting of three, shall be appointed by
nomination, to prepare the business of the session; and no
business shall be introduced during the session, but through,

the hands, and with the approbation of the Committee.

12. Every motion on being seconded, shall, if requested

by the Moderator, or any two members, be reduced tc

writing; and no motion shall be open to discussion, until il

be seconded. t
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IS. The Moderator may speak to points of order, in

preference to other members, rising from his seat for that

purpose; and shall decide questions of order, subject to an
appeal to the house by any two members. But he may not
speak to the merits of the question without leaving the chair,

and placing some other member in it, to preside while he
speaks.

14. On questions of order, adjournment, postponement,
I commitment, or the previous question, no member shall

• speak more than once. Nor on any question shall a member
speak more than twice, without leave of the Association.

15. When a question is under debate, no motion shall be

received, except for adjournment, amendment, postponement,

commitment, or the previous question; viz. Shall the main
: question be now put?

16^ If a question under debate contain several parts, any
member may have it divided, and a question taken on each

!
part.

17. Every member, when speaking, shall address himself

to the chair, and shall be subject to no needless interrup-

tion; if he act disorderly, it shall be the duty of the Moder-
ator, and the privilege of other members to call him to order.

18. The discussions in the Association, and the whole
deportment of the members shall be in accordance with

decorum, with due respect to the chair, and with courtesy

to each other.

19. No member shall leave the Association before the

whole session is closed, except with the consent of the

body; nor shall any one leave the house during a sitting,

without the consent of the Moderator.

20. Each annual meeting shall be closed with a psalm or

hymn, and prayer by the Moderator, or such other member
as he shall appoint.

• 21. The principles of the connexions formed with the

General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United

States, the General Associations of Connecticut and New
Hampshire, the General Convention of Congregational and
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Presbyterian Ministers in Vermont, and the Evangelical

Consociation of Rhode Island, are, that this General Associ-

ation, and each ecclesiastical body connected with it, shall

annually appoint each two delegates to the other, who shall

be admitted in each body, to the same rights of sitting,

debating, and voting with their own members respectively.

22. Gentlemen, who are admitted as honorary members, (

shall be allowed full liberty to take part in all deliberations;

though they are not considered as entitled to vote; and it is

expected they will give notice to the body, if they find it

necessary to withdraw previous to the close of the session.

The approbation of the Committee of Arrangements shall

be obtained, before a gentleman shall be proposed to the

Association, to be invited to sit as an honorary member.

23. The Clerical Directors of the Massachusetts Mis^

sionary Society, and the Delegates, who the preceding year
attended the meetings of foi-eign bodies, shall, ex officio^

have seats as honorary members of the General Association.

24.A committee of three shall be annually appointed, to slib-

mit to the General Association at the next meeting, a Pastoral
Jiddress, "to excite the attention of ministers and Christians,

to faithful discipline in the churches, the instruction of the

rising generation, the sanctification of the Sabbath, and other

subjects relating to the general interests of religion." The
Address, being approved by the General Association, shall

be signed by the Moderator, and printed with the minutes.

This committee shall be chosen from the several Associa-

tions in rotation.

25. The Associational sermon shall be delivered on the

afternoon of Wednesday, after which the Narratives of the

State of Religion shall be given. The sacrament of the

Lord's supper shall be administered on Thursday afternoon.

The narratives given by the Delegates of the several Asso-

ciations, concerning the state of religion and the churches,

shall be presented in writing, with a view to obtain an

accurate account of the principal facts, not however to pre-

vent any more particular details, which the Delegates may
think expedient to add, or the Association to request. The
returns with respect to the number in the churches, &c.
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shall be made out according to a printed schedule of this

body, and according to the numbers on the first of January-

past.

26. A committee shall be appointed to receive the nar-

ratives and statements, and shall condense them into one
narrative, to be submitted to the General Association and
published. The written narratives shall be deposited with

the Secretary.

27. A committee shall be appointed to nominate dele-

gates to foreign bodies, which delegates shall, as far as prac-

ticable, be selected from the District Associations in rotation.

The brethren chosen substitutes in the delegations to the

several bodies in our connexion, shall, at our next session

be considered as delegates to the respective bodies, if they

shall not previously have taken their seats there, through the

failure of their principals.

28. The delegates from this Association to the General

Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, shall each be allowed

by this body, seventeen dollars as travelling expenses, on
their making a return to this body.

29. The Secretary shall be chosen for three years, from
the close of the meeting at which the choice shall be made.
He shall, ex officio, be the Treasurer of the General Asso-

ciation; and shall be allowed his own travelling expenses in

attending the meetings of this Association. A committee
shall be appointed annually, to audit his accounts, who shall

report the state of the treasury, and the sum in their opinion

necessary to be paid the next year by the members of the

several Associations, connected with this body. The Sec-

retary shall be authorized to pay such expenses as are

allowed by this Association.

30. It shall be the duty of the Delegates of the District

Associations, to pay the amount of the Assessments due
from their respective Associations for the past year, whether
collected by them or noi.

31. A Publishing Committee shall be annually appointed,

to make such extracts from the minutes of the meeting, as

in their judgment it will be proper to publish; procure to
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be printed such number of copies with the Pastoral Address

and Narrative of the State of Religion, as will give one copy
to each minister of the Associations represented in this body;

and such a number of copies for other bodies connected with

this Association, as shall be mutually agreed upon. It shall b$
(

the duty of the Secretary to receive the publications from for-

eign bodies, and distribute them among the several Associa-

tions, in proportion to the tax paid by them respectively. One
copy of each publication received by the General Associa-

tion, or printed by its order, shall be kept in the archives, i

32. An agent shall be appointed in Boston, to transmit

the Extracts of the Minutes of this General Association to

other ecclesiastical bodies, and to receive their extracts or

other publications, and transmit them to the several District

Associations represented in this body. And notice of hi^

appointment and place of business, shall be inserted in the

printed Extracts. He shall be entitled to a suitable com-
pensation.

33. It shall be the duty of the Secretary to communicate
proper information to the Agent in Boston, and to the Pub-
lishing Committee, for their direction,

34. Previously to the close of each meeting, the General

Association shall specify a place for meeting the next year,

and request some District Association to appoint a preacher

to deliver the Associational sermon. And the Church of the

place of meeting is desired to make preparation to celebrate

the Lord's supper during the session.

35. A Vote or Resolve to establish, alter, or annul a

standing ride of this body, shall be read twice on different

da^^s, and may be debated at each reading At the first

reading the question shall be, Shall it be read the second

time?

All which is respectfully submitted. .

WARREN FAY, Chairman.

Charlestown, June 27, 1825.
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EXTRACTS FROM THE MINUTES.

The General Association of Massachusetts convened at the

Rev. Mr. Putnam's Meeting-house in Fitchburg, on Tuesday-

June 27, 1826, at five o'clock, P. M and was called to order
by the Pastor of the Church
The Association made choice of the Rev. John Fiske,

Moderator; the Rev. Warren Fay, Scribe; and the Rev.
Baxter Dickinson, Assistant Scribe.

Certificates of delegation were then presented, from which
it appeared, that the following delegates were present.

From the Berkshire Associa- C Rev. Alvas Hyde, D. D.
tion, I Rev J. L Mills.

From the Mountain Association, None.

From the Franklin Associa- 5 Rev. Jonathan Grout,

tion, ^ Rev. Thomas Shepherd.

From the Hampshire Central C xr
, . ,. * < JNone.
Association, C

From the Hampden Associa- C Rev. Alfred Ely,

tion, ^Rev. Baxter Dickinson.

From the Brookfield Associa- C Rev. John Fiske,

tion, ^ Rev. Eliakim Phelps.

From the Harmony Associa- C Rev. Samuel Austin, D. D.

tion, c Rev. Elisha Rockwood.
From the Worcester Central C Rev. Josiah Clarke,

Association, ^Rev. John Boardman.
From the Worcester North C Rev. Joseph Chickering,

Association, l Rev. George Fisher.

From the Andover Associai- C Rev. Samuel Stearns,

tion, ^ Rev. Jacob Coggin.
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From the Haverhill Assocla- C Rev. Jacob W. Eastmarij

tion, c Rev. Joseph Merrill.

From the Association of Salem Cp^^^ ^^^ ^ j^^^^.^
and vicinity, c

From the Suffolk Association, <|
Rev. Warren Fay,

_
, TT • * • i- ^ Rev. Richard S. Storrs,

From the Union Association, ^ r> t d i
•

' ^ Kev. Jonas rerkins.

From the Old Colony Associa- Cr) t n tt-
.

^ < Rev. Jonathan King,
tion, c

From the Barnstable Associa- Ctj o-i cu? Rev. Silas Shores,
tion, c

From the General Assembly CRev. Henry Reed,

of the Presbyterian Church. I Rev. Samuel Fisher.

From the General Association C
^^

of Connecticut. I

From the General Association C Rev. Jonathan French,

of New Hampshire. ^Rev. Israel W. Putnam.
From the General Convention Ctvt

c -XT *.
-^JNone.

01 Vermont, I

From the Evangelical Associ- C „ Francis Wood
ation of Rhode Island, |^^^- -^^^^^^s wooa.

Secretary, Rev. Thomas Snell.

Minister of the place. Rev. Rufus A. Putnam.
The Rev. John Nelson, being a Delegate to a foreign

body the last year, and the Rev. Oliver Cobb, and Rev.

William Cogswell being clerical Directors of the Massachu-

setts Domestic Missionary Society, took their seats as Hon-
orary Members
The Rev. Sylvester Holmes, the preacher before the

Massachusetts Domestic Missionary Society, was admitted

as an Honorary Member by a vote of the Association.

The meeting was opened with prayer by the Moderator.

The standing rules of the Association were read.

The Rev Messrs. Ely, Fay, and Snell were appointed a

Committee of Arrangements.
Reports of the Delegates from this to other ecclesiastical

bodies the last year were called for and received in part.

The Committee of Arrangements reported in part.

Rev. Dr. Austin, Messrs. S. Fisher, French, Storrs, and

Stearns, were appointed a Committee to receive the reports

of the several ecclesiastical bodies connected with this on

the stale of religion, and prepare a general report.



The Rev. Messrs. Grout, Mills and Chickering were ap-

pointed a Committee to audit the Treasurer's accounts, and

report the state of the Treasury, and the sum necessary to

be paid next year by each member of the Associations of

Massachusetts, connected with this body, to defray the annual

expenses.

The Rev. Dr. Hyde and the Rev. Mr. Nelson were ap-

pointed a Committee to nomin.ate Delegates and substitutes

to other ecclesiastical bodies in connexion with this Associa-

tion.

Voted that a season of prayer be observed in this house

by this Association, on the mornings of Wednesday and
Thursday at 5 o'clock.

After prayer by the Moderator the Association adjourned

to meet in this place to-morrovv^morning at 9 o'clock.

Wednesday morning June 2S:

—

The Association met according to adjournment, and was
opened with prayer by the Moderator.

The Committee of Arrangements reported in part.

Resolved, that this Association recommend to the partic-

ular Associations connected with this body to institute an

annual visitation of the churches in their connexion in such

manner as they may think proper.

The Committee appointed to audit the Treasurer's ac-

counts, made their report, which was accepted. The sum
to be paid the next year by each member in the several

Associations in Massachusetts connected with this body, to

defray the annual expenses, is fifty cents.

The Rev. Messrs. Mann, Chickering, and Fisher, of the

Worcester North Association were appointed a committee

to prepare and report a Pastoral Address for the next year.

Voted, that a committee be appointed, embracing one

from each District Association, to certify the good qualifica-

tions of preachers travelling from the bounds of this Asso-

ciation to other ecclesiastical bodies in our connexion, or

coming from their limits to us. The following ministers

were appointed. Rev. Samuel Shepherd, D. D. of Lenox;
Rev. Jonathan L, Pomeroy of Worthington; Rev. Theophi-

lus Packard, D. D. of Shelburne; Rev. Mark Tucker of

Northampton; Rev. Samuel Osgood of Springfield; Rev.
Micah Stone of Brookfield; Rev. John Nelson of Leicester;

Rev. Samuel Austin, D. D. of Worcester; Rev. Cyrus Mann
nf Westminster; Rev. Justin Edwards of Andover; Rev.



Joshua Dodge of Haverhill; Rev. Brown Emerson of Salem;

Rev Lyman I3eecher, D. D. of Boston: Rev. John Codman,
D. D. of Dorchester; Rev. Sylvester Holmes of New Bed-
ford; and Rev. Enoch Pratt of Barnstable*

Rev. Messrs. Fay, Wisner, and Green were appointed

the Committee of publication.

Mr. Osmyn Brewster, of the firm of Crocker and Brewster,

No. 47, Washington street, was appointed Agent of the

General Association for the ensuing year.

Voted, that the Rev. Warren Fay be requested to express

the thanks of this Association to Mr. Brewster for his gra-

tuitous services as their agent the last year.

Voted, that the next annual meeting of this body be

within the limits of the Worcester Central Association, and
in the First Church in Worcester.

Voted, that the Andover Association be requested to

appoint the preacher for the next year.

The following resolution was offered;

—

Resolved, that an Association of Congregational Minis-
ters, acting in their associated capacity, are authorized to

ordain Evangelists, Voted to refer this resolution to a

Committee of five, to report the next year. Dr. Austin,

Mr. Nelson, Dr. Porter, Messrs. Fisk and Chickering were
appointed.

Voted, that any Delegates, wishing the minutes of this

Association sent in a way different from the usual mode,
signify it to the Agent.
The Committee appointed to nominate Delegates and

substitutes to other ecclesiastical bodies, made their report,

which was accepted. The following persons were appointed.

The Rev. Samuel Austin, D. D. and the Rev. William B.
Sprague to the General Assembly of the Presbyterian

Church to meet at Philadelphia the third Tuesday of May,
1827. Rev. Thomas Shepherd, and Rev. Sylvester Holmes
their substitutes.

* The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church have appointed, as a
standing committee, to recommend travelling preachers, the Rev. Samuel T.
IVIills, of Moscow, N. Y.; Rev. Henry Axtill, D. D. of Geneva, N. Y Rev. John
Chester, D. D. of Albany, N.Y.; Rev. Thomas McAuley, D. D. LL. D. of the
city of New York; Rev. Samuel Miller, D. D. of Princeton, N. J.; Rev. Ashbel
Green, D. D. LL. D. of the city of Philadelphia; Rev. Francis Herron, D. D. of
Pittsburgh, Pa,; Rev. James Culbertson of Zanesville, Ohio; Rev. Joseph
Badger of Gustavus, Ohio; P»,ev. John H Rice, D. D. of Hampden Sydney, Va.;

Rev, John Brackenridge of Lexington, Ky.; Rev. Alexander McEwin of Abing-
don, Va.; Rev. John Witherspoon of Hillsborough, N. Carolina; and the Rev.
Benjamin M. Pnlmer. D. D. of Charleston. S. Carolina.



Rev. Isaac Tomkins and Rev. Joseph Vaill, to the Gen-
eral Association of Connecticut, to meet at

the third Tuesday in June, 1S27; Rev. Samuel Green, and
Enoch Pratt their substitutes.

Rev. Samuel Dana and Elias Cornelius to the General
Association of New Hampshire, to meet at Durham, on the

first Tuesday in September next; Rev. Joseph L. Mills and
Horatio Bardwell their substitutes.

Rev Calvin Hitchcock and David Jevvett to the General
Convention of Vermont, to meet at

on the second Tuesday in September next; Rev. Jacob W.
Eastman and Warren Fay their substitutes.

Rev. Jonathan Homer and John Shaw to the Evangelical
Consociation of Rhode Island, to meet at

on the second Tuesday in June, 1S27; Rev. Joseph Chick-
ering and Elisha Rockwood their substitutes.

'

Voted, that the Secretary be requested to furnish at the

next annual meeting, an account of the Associations, from
which Delegates have been appointed to foreign bodies, and
as far as practicable, the names of the Delegates, who have
fulfilled their appointment.

Voted, that the Delegates to foreign bodies, who fulfil

their appointment, be required to make a return to the

Secretary of the Association, and that he make a record of

all such returns.

Voted, that a committee of five be appointed to -consider

the following question, and report at the next annual meet-
ing;—What constitutes an Ecclesiastical Council; and what
is its authority according to the Scriptures, and the princi-

ples and usages of Congregational Churches? The following

were appointed a committee;—Rev. Messrs. Nelson, Crane,

Chickering, Edwards, and Woodbridge,
The Pastoral Address, prepared by the committee

appointed for the purpose the last year, was read, and
accepted, and committed to the Publishing Committee, with
liberty to make such alterations, as they may think proper.

Voted, to adjourn to this place at 3 o'clock, P. M.
At 3 o'clock. P. M. the Associational sermon was

preached by the Rev. Thomas Shepherd, from 2 Cor. xi, 28.

After religious services, narratives of the state of religion

in the churches connected with this body were given by the

Delegates.

/



The Association, after prayer by the Moderator, ad-

journed to eight o'clock to morrow morning.

Thursday morning, June 29:

—

The Association met according to adjournment, and was
opened with prayer by the Moderator.

Resolved, that the returns of the state of the churches be

made according to the schedule proposed, and printed with

the minutes; and that only abstracts of the schedule be read,

at the discretion of the several Delegates.

At 9 o'clock A. M. the Association voted to have a recess

to give opportunity to the Massachusetts Domestic Mission-

ary Society to transact the business of its annual meeting.*

At the close of the Society's meeting, the General Asso-

ciation resumed its business.

After the annual sermon before the Massachusetts Domes-
tic Society in the afternoon, the Association united with the

members of that society, and with a large number of Minis-

ters and christians from the vicinity, and from different

parts of the country, in celebrating the Lord's Supper.

At the close of the religious services the Association

resumed their business.

Voted, that the narrative of the state of religion in the

churches in our connexion be committed to the Publishing

Committee and the Rev. Mr. Storrs, to be published with

such alterations, as they may think proper.

Voted, that the thanks of this Association be presented

by the Rev. Mr. Putnam to the inhabitants of this town,

whose kindness and hospitality they have received,—to the

Calvinistic Society for the use of their Meeting-house

during the present session, and to the choir of singers for

their tasteful and highly acceptable performances.

The Association then united in singing a hymn with the

Christian Doxology, and in a prayer offered, at the request

of the Moderator, by the Rev. Mr. French, Delegate from
the General Association of New Hampshire, and adjourned

sine die. JOHN FISKE, Moderator.

WARREN FAY, Scribe,

BAXTER DICKINSON, Assistant Scribe.

^ The account of the Society's anniversary, its annual Report,. &rc. will be

published in a separate pamphlet.



NARRATIVE OF THE STATE OF RELIGION.

This narrative, it is expected, will be read to eaCh Church and Con-

gregation in Massachusetts, in connexion with the General Associ-

ation, by the Minister or some other suitable person.

"Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a

vain tiling.^" The Lord has them in derision. He
who sits king on the holy hill of Zion, causes the

wrath of man to praise him, and restrains the remain-

der of wrath; he gathers together his chosen from the

four winds of heaven, and seats them beneath the

banner of his love, saying to them by his W(U'd and
Providence—"Fear not little flock, it is your Father's

good pleasure to give you the kingdom."
If we can at all discern the signs of the times, a

brighter day than the world has ever seen yet, is

dawning on the church. What else, mean those rays

of light that already gild the mountain tops of the

Eastern world.^ What else means the gradual disper-

sion of those clouds of ignorance, which have hitherto

settled so densely on many parts of Christendom.^

What else is the import of those mighty preparations,

which the providence of God has created, as if imme-
diately to break up the usurpations of the god of this

world, and turn his deadliest weapons back upon him-

self.'' The world is in motion. The discordant ele-

ments of human corruption are no longer in a state of

quietude, but working out their own destruction. In

the mean time the dominion of Christ is extending

2
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from sea to sea, and from the river to the ends of the

earth—not more surely hy the wide diffusion of the

Word of God, and by missionary instrumentality,

than by the humble influence of the Sabbath School,

the Bible Class, the Catechetical Lecture, the Prayer-

meeting, the General Concert, and the pastoral visita-

tion, resulting, in the village revival, or a continued

succession of solitary conversions.

If at some times we have had the pleasure of re-

cording more signal and extensive triumphs of grace,

than those of the past year, we can say truly that we
have never seen, in the moral condition of Massachu-
setts, more that may justly inspire a confident expec-

tation of the advancement of righteousness hereafter,

and animate the Christian to a patient endurance of

the toils and sufferings, to which duty calls him.

There are still dark spots on our feasts of charity;

errors are abroad; vice assumes all varieties of form,

and whether grovelling in sensuality, or talking proud-

ly against God and divine institutions, discovers itself

as ever, the malignant foe of Zion's prosperity. But
while we contemplate these evils with mingled senti-

ments of pity and indignation, we are refreshed, as

soon as we turn our eyes to those various operations

of benevolence, which respect the improvement of the

rising generation, the repair of the waste places of our

Zion, and the extension of the Redeemer's kingdom
over all lands. Every succeeding year brings an

accession of strength to the cause of God—adds to the

number of his visible friends, and increases their firm-

ness of purpose, and their devotedness to his glory.

There are very few congregations within our limits,

where a Sabbath School is not established, and in

successful operation. These nurseries of youthful

diligence and piety, commend themselves to the

prayers and the persevering labors of all, who love the
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Lord Jesus Christ. Bible Classes have been formed
almost as extensively, for the benefit of another class

of our youth, and are diffusing among them a spirit of

inquiry, which, wisely and affectionately directed by
their pastors, will assuredly result in their increased

veneration for the word and ordinances of God. An
organized system of co-operation with the American
Board of Foreign Missions, began last year, has been
happily carried forward the present year, till few
of our congregations remain, without their regular

male and female Associations. Domestic Missions,

are also taking deeper hold on the hearts of the pious

through the Commonwealth, and nearly all the Dis-

trict Associations of Ministers, have resolved them-
selves into Auxiliary Domestic Missionary Societies.

After these general remarks on the state of religion

within our bounds, it will be expected that we glance

at what is peculiar in the religious state and character

of the several District Associations.

In the Berkshire Association, are twenty
churches, and twenty-one ministers,—three of them
without charges. They are happily united in senti-

ment and practice. Accessions to the churches have
not been remarkably numerous, but the special influ-

ences of the spirit have not been altogether withheld.

Great Barrington, Lee, Lenox, Richmond and Lanes-
boro' have been graciously visited, and in several other

churches, the prospect is encouraging. Williamstown
has been signally blessed. Ninety-six have united

themselves to the church since the commencement of

the present year. Williams' College has shared large-

ly in the blessing; its members are with few excep-

tions rejoicing in the salvation of the gospel, and pre-

paring to become its heralds, to a ruined world.

In the Franklin Association, are fourteen

churches, and nine pastors. General harmony pre-
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vails. Tiioiigli no revivals have been enjoyed, the

past year, yet during the winter and spring, the peo-

ple of God, in several towns, have been refreshed by

witnessing an unusual attention to religious subj^^cts,

and some instances of hopeful conversion. Here,

Zion has her waste places, and her determined ene-

mies, who spare no exertions to diffuse fatal heresies,

and to sap the foundations of the faith once delivered

to the saints.

From the Mountain Association, and the Hamp-
shire Association, no delegations being present, no

reports have been received. It is understood, however,

that in the latter Association, there are various tokens

of the Lord's special presence in some of the churches,

and that a few instances of deep anxiety and hopeful'

conversion have occurred in Amherst College.

Sixteen churches in Hampden Association are

furnished with fifteen pastors. To almost all of them,

additions have been made during the year; and some
of them have enjoyed an holy influence, falling as the

small rain on the tender grass, and as the showers

that water the earth. In Blandford, between forty

and fifty, have been hopefully brought out of darkness

into light; and in West Springfield, (Agawam and

Feeding-hills parishes) about an hundred have united

with the Congregational churches. In Longmeadow
and Springfield, a pleasing revival now exists; and in

each of them, about fifty already indulge the hope of

pardon through the blood of Christ. The fruits of

the revival at Monson, mentioned in the last report as

in progress, are more than an hundred and thirty

hopeful conversions.

The Brookfield Association comprises fifteen

churches, and all of them except one, are supplied

with pastors. The greater part of these churches are

^vithout the special presence of the Comforter, and
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their numbers are rather diminishing, than increasing-

But there are some of their members, who mourn
while they contrast their present desolations, with the

glory that surrounded them, when the Lord arose to

build up their Zion. Three Congregations only, have

shared the effusions of the Spirit the past year. In

Brimfield, it is hoped that as many as sixty have been

made partakers of the grace of Christ; in Southbridge,

twenty have been received into the Congregational

church, and some others are indulging a fainter or

more animating hope; and in Sturbridge, not less

than one hundred have, it is believed, tasted that the

Lord is gracious. In Western and Charlton, there

are favorable appearances at the present time.

The Worcester Central Association is com-
posed of six ministers, one having recently deceased.

Evangelical religion is gaining ground, within the

limits of its seven churches. No special revivals have

taken place, but there is an increased attention to the

word and ordinances, and several cases of conversion

have occurred.

Eleven pastors form the Andover Association.

In the South parish of Reading, many have been

awakened, and about forty have hopefully submitted

themselves to God. In the South parish of Andover,

twenty-four have been admitted to the church, and

new instances of awakening and conversion are of

frequent recurrence. The Theological Institution

enjoys the smiles of heaven, and extends a wide and

salutary influence over Zion. Worldly conformity,

error and sin abound—but the cause of evangelical

truth is evidently on the advance.

In the Haverhill Association, are eight pastors,

and ten churches. One of these churches has been

recently organized in the town of Lowel, at the re-

quest of eighty professors of religion residing there

—
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and about forty persons in that place have lately be-

come the hopeful subjects of grace. In Dracut, there

has been an unusual, though not general excitement;

some instances of hopeful conversion have occurred,

and several additions have been made to the church.

In the remaining churches the state of things contin-

ues much as in former years.

The Association of Salem and Vicinity, con-

sists of thirteen pastors, all like-minded. The revi-

val in Salem, mentioned last year, is stated, not yet

entirely to have ceased: Some have bowed to the

sceptre of mercy within a few weeks, and others are

anxiously inquiring, what they must do to be saved.

In Wenham among a population of five hundred,

about eighty it is judged have passed from death to

life since the middle of April last; a large proportion

of these are heads of families, and some of them have
long been violent opposers of the truth, in which they

now rejoice. This work of God is believied to be still

advancing, and extending a salutary influence over

Hamilton and Beverly, upper parish.

Suffolk Association, embraces twelve churches,

all of them walking harmoniously in the order of the

gospel. The cause of evangelical truth is striking its

roots deeper, and extending its branches wider, within

the bounds of this Association, every successive year.

Eighteen years ago, there was but one Congregational

church of evangelical principles in Boston; Six such
churches are now flourishing, and already embody
1,058 members.

In some of the churches, there are very encouraging
appearances of early enlargement—not a few are ask-

ing the way to Zion, with their faces thitherward

—

and numbers are uniting themselves to the family of

Christ.
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The Union Association is composed of fourteen

pastors, and has within its limits fifteen churches.

Peace and good order generally prevail. There are

not wanting, those who delight in strife, but the ban-

ner of the God of love still waves over his sanctua-

ries. The revivals noticed last year in Abington and
Easton, have issued in considerable and valuable ad-

ditions to both those churches. In Taunton the won-
ders of divine grace are witnessed at the present time,

and while more than fifty are already rejoicing in

hope, many others are saying, "We too, would see

Jesus."

In the Old Colony Association are twelve

pastors, serving as many churches in great harmony.
Truth is manifestly on the advance. Though no re-

vivals have taken place during the year, there have
been instances of conviction and conversion in nearly

all the Congregations.

Harmony Association includes nine ministers,

eight of whom have parochial charges. They are

walking together in the order of the gospel, and in the

spirit of the name they bear, without any present

special tokens of the divine presence.

The Barnstable Association, has eleven church-

es and nine pastors. In none of them except Orleans,

has there been a special attention to religion; and
here, but about twenty had yielded their hearts to God,
when an unhappy strife occurred on the subject of

baptism, which diverted the attention from the great

question, to inferior things.

From the ecclesiastical bodies in connexion with us,

we learn with pleasure, that the cause of Christ is

gaining ground within their respective limits; that re-

vivals of religion have been numerous and powerful

the past year, and still continue to multiply; that Lit-

erary and Theological Seminaries are rising up under
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the blessing of God, to meet the pressing demands of

a rapidly spreading population for Divine instruction;

that Sabbath Schools and Bible Classes are exerting

a mighty influBiice on the rising generation, inspiring

a rational expectation of still better days at hand; that

Bible Societies, with their thousand Auxiliaries of

other and familiar names, are augmenting their num-
bers and their resources; in a word—that among the

evangelical churches of the land, there is a regular in-

crease of zeal, and of fixed resolution, to press for-

ward in the holy work of recovering the world to the

dominion of its rightful sovereign.

While standing upon our watch, and setting our-

selves on the towers of Zion, we hear the Lord say

—

"the vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the

end it shall speak and not lie; though it tarry, wait

for it; because it will surely come, it will not tarry;"

and may all our churches unite in the prayer of the

prophet, when he had heard the speech of the Lord;

"O Lord! revive thy work in the midst of the years,

in the midst of the years make known; in wrath re-

member mercv«"



®AS^®mA^ Assmm^i^

Dear Brethren in the Lord,
The grand object for which Christ died

is to reclaim and save a world lying in wickedness.

The means which he has instituted for the accom-

plishment of this object, is the preaching of the

gospel, which obviously includes all those ways in

which its truths are made known to the minds, and

applied to the consciences of men. Under his own
superintendency, the great King of Zion has, with

solemn formality, committed this work to his Church.

In the present state of the world, two general

classes of efforts are to be made for the universal

establishment of Christ's kingdom. One to maintain

and cultivate the ground already obtained, the other

to send the gospel where it is not known. In our

zeal for the conversion of Jews, Mohammedans, and

Pagans, we are by no means to neglect our own
families and countrymen. The language of an

apostle, though spoken in reference to another sub-

ject, obviously recognizes a principle applicable to the

present case—"He that provideth not for his own,

and especially for those of his own house, hath denied

the faith, and is worse than an infidel."
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That the churches are doing less for the extension
of Christ's kingdom both at home and abroad, than
they ought to do, cannot be denied. We are not,

however, aware, that there is, at present, any danger
of their giving an undue proportion of attention to

foreign operations. These objects present no con-
flicting claims. Domestic and foreign missions need
not, and do not, essentially interfere. They are cor-
responding parts of the same general system of "good
will to men."

In all ages of the Christian church, its members
have looked forward with joyful anticipation to the
accomplishment of those promises, which form a
pledge, that the whole world will, eventually be con-
verted to Christ. But we have no reason to expect,
that the millennial glory of the church will be ushered
in, till the gospel is extensively published through the
world.

So far as we are acquainted with the economy of
Christ's kingdom, we have no reason to expect, that
any one nation or section of the world will be entirely
regenerated, while darkness and superstition hold an
undisputed sway over another. The way must be
simultaneously prepared. The gospel sent into every
region. The leaven must be cast into every lump
that it may be silently diffusing its influence through
the whole. Those eflbrts then, which have for their
immediate object the widest diffusion of the sacred
leaven, will do the most in hastening forward the
grand consummation desired and prayed for. This
remark we think is warranted, not simply from the
genius of the gospel, but from its exact analogy to
apostolic example.

The churches in what is now called Christendom
cannot, from their own resources, furnish Bibles and
Christian teachers, for the numerous millions of the
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imevangelized world. Different tribes^ kingdomsj

and nations most, as a general thing, furnish them-

selves. But this they will not, and cannot do, till

by the gratuitous efforts of the churches, the gospel

is made known to them.

We must then send forth messengers to erect the

standard of the cross in the most conspicuous and
important places of the unevangelized world, in ex-

pectation that soldiers and officers will be enlisted from

those, who are now aliens, for accomplishing the

detail of the sacred enterprise.

It may be true, that by devoting the greatest part

or all of our resources to the destitute in our own
country, more churches might be gathered in five or

ten years, and possibly more souls might be saved, in

the time specified, than if these efforts were directed to

unevangelized nations. But when the subject is viewed

in the attitude just presented, the prospect is vastly

different. A missionary station established in the

heart of a pagan country, though it may struggle for

existence many years; and without any visible success;

may expend treasure enough to support scores of

missionaries among our own destitute population, yet

is silently exerting an influence, and laying the foun-

dation for the conversion of a nation.

We do not then hesitate to say, that a Christian

church, established in a Pagan or Mohammedan
country, will exert an influence in favor of Christ's

kingdom, incalculably greater than one established in

a Christian land. The rays of light which she

would send forth, would rise in glorious contrast with

the darkness that surrounds her. Like the conse-

crated ark, when placed in the temple of Dagon, she

would do more to confound the worshippers of idols,

than when encompassed by the tribes of Israel.
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That this view of the subject is not visionary is

proved, we think, not only from the nature of the

case, but from the results whi( h have already occurred

in the history of modern missions. Taheite and her

neighbouring islands, for near twenty years, presented

little else to the Christian missionary, than a series of

discouragements. Now, she not only supplies her-

self, and the destitute in her immediate vicinity, but

is efficiently engaged in the work of foreign missions.

She has not only become an auxiliary to the London
Missionary Society, and in this way is reimbursing

the money, which she has received from the parent

institution, but she is sending out her missionaries to

various islands in the southern Pacific. Hawaii,

hearing the report, destroys her idols, and is now,

with unexampled eagerness, waiting for, and receiving

the law" of the Lord.

The history of these islands may be considered as a

fair specimen of what will ere long be written of

every unevangelized nation under heaven.

We cannot but believe, dear brethren, that a clear

conception of the economy of Christ's kingdom on

earth will lead us to rise above all the localities of a

worldly policy, and to direct our greatest efforts where
the general interests of the cause demands.

To maintain and enrich the ground which we have

already acquired, is indeed indispensably important;

but in our estimation, the most efficient means of doing

this, is to cherish those enlarged views and extensive

efforts, which are not bounded by the circle of our

families, neighborhood, or country. The history of

our churches, for the last fifteen years, warrants the

assertion, that we are not impoverishing ourselves by
contributing to the wants of the destitute. It was
justly said by one of our statesmen, "Religion is a



commodity, the more of which we export, the more
we have remaining." When have our churches been

more blessed with religious Revivals, than since they

have sent forth missionaries to different and distant

unevangelized nations? When have the waste places

in our own commonwealth and country received

more attention from Christian benevolence, than

within the last ten years? When has there been a

greater number of able and pious candidates for the

Christian ministry than is now to be found on the

catalogues of our colleges and seminaries? Surely

we are under solemn obligations of gratitude to the

great Head of the church, that he permits us to

record his faithfulness in the fulfilment of his gra-

cious promise, "The liberal soul shall be made fat;

and he that watereth shall be watered also himself"

"There is that scattereth, and yet increaseth;

there is that withholdeth more than is meet, but it

tendeth to poverty." "This is the very case," says

a preacher of the present day. "The Church as a

body spiritual, was for ages poor, and growing poor;

but it was not for wasting her vt^ealth in attempts to

promote the salvation of all men; in this particular

she did little or nothing. Her revenues were ex-

hausted in labours to preserve home territory, and to

keep up domestic strength and character; and it

tended to poverty. But since these revenues have

been directed into another channel, and funds of

talent and of wealth have been employed for the con-

version of the world, the church has absolutely risen

in respect and in figure, and increased in power and

in influence."

Yes, brethren, we verily believe, that the most

effectual means of purifying and enlarging our

churches, and of calling down the blessings of

Heaven upon ourselves, our families, and the desti-



22
'

tute around us, is to go forward with increasing

enercry in the missionary work. The Lord will not

leave us to famish and die, while we are exerting

ourselves to diffuse far and wide the bread and water

of life.

We have said, dear Brethren, that the work of

converting the world is committed to the churches.

And to whom could it be committed with more pro-

priety? Redeemed by the blood of atonement, regen-

erated by the Holy Spirit, sustained with the conso-

lations of the gospel, cheered with the hope of

unfading glory in heaven, and all this through the

grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, what excuse will

justify us in neglecting the work, which he has given

us to do? It is not to be regarded merely as a matter

of dutij, it is a high and sacred privilege graciously

offered us of being workers together with God in

accomplishing his plan of salvation, which is to re-

claim an apostate world to himself.

But we are ever to remember, that, as the weapons

of our warfare are not carnal, so the motives by

which we are to be actuated are not to be derived

from the maxims of worldly policy. It is not enough

that we liberally and systematically contribute of our

substance, as the Lord hath prospered us;-—it is not

enough that we succeed in interesting the feelings,

and enlisting the efforts of our brethren; this we may
do, when, at the same time there is an entire destitu-

tion of genuine love to God, and obedience to his

commands. It is of vast importance both to the

success of our efforts, and to the peace of our own
consciences, that our motives be pure. "Whatsoever

ye do, do it heartily, as unto the Lord."

Dear Brethren, since the period in which we can

labour and pray for the salvation of a world lying in

wickedness is short, let us do with our might what
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our hands find to do. We shall never regret the

sacrifices, however many and great, which we make
for the glory of Him, who loved us, and gave himself

for us. What can afford purer consolation in death

and through eternity, than a consciousness of having

devoted ourselves, our children, our property, and our

influence, to the glory of God, in the advancement of

Christ's kingdom! God Almighty grant, that this

happiness may be ours.

JOHN FISKE, Moderator,



ABSTRACT OP STATISTICfAI. HSPORTS.

The following are the churches, pastors and numbers of communicants in the several

Associations united in the General Association, as re-ported at its session in

June 1826. (*)

BERKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.

Churches.

Becket,
Dalton,
Great Barrington,
Egremont,
Lanesborough,
Lee,
Lenox,
Otis,

New Marlboro', North,
New Marlboro', South,
Pittsfield,

Richmond,
Sandersfield,
Sheffield,

Stockbridge,
Stockbridge, North,
Tyringham,
West Stockbridge,
Williamstown,
Windsor,

Pastors.

Joseph L. Mills,

Ebenezer Jennings,
Sylvester Burt,
Gardiner Hayden,
Noah Sheldon,
Alvan Hyde, D.D.
Samuel Shepard, D.D.
Jonathan Lee,
Harley Goodwin,
Alvan Somers,
Rufus W. Bailey,
Edwin W. Dwight,
Levi White,
James Bradford,
David D. Field,
No pastor.
Joseph H. Dow,
No pastor,

Ralph W. Gridley,
Gordon Dorrance,

MOUNTAIN ASSOCIATION.

No report.

Communicants
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Churches. Pastors.

Hawley, Jonathan Grout,
Charlemont, Wales Tileston,
Heath, Moses Miller,
Shelburne, Theophilus Packard,
Greenfield, Seed. Church, Fowler,
Gill, Josiah W. Cannon,
Halifax, Benjamin Wood,
Hawley, Second Church, No pastor,

Colerain, " "
Greenfield, First Church, "
Barnardston, " "

Communicants.
Males. Females. Total.

65 85 150
Not reported.

269 478 747

HAMPSHIRE CENTRAL ASSOCIATION.—No report.

HAMPDEN ASSOCIATION.

Monson,
Ludlow,
Springfield, First Church,
Long Meadow,
Wilbraham, N. Church,

do. South Church,
West Sp/ingfield, First c.

Do. Second and Third c.

Westfield,
Southwick,
Blandford,
Granville, East Church,

do. West Church,
Tolland,
Montgomery,

Alfred Ely,
Ebenezer B. Wright,
Samuel Osgood,
B. Dickenson,
Ebenezer Brown,
Moses Warren,
William B. Sprague,
R. S. Hazen,
Isaac Knapp,
Calvin Foote,
Dorus Clarke,
T. W. Cooley,
Joel Baker,
R. Harrison,

Fowler,

Brimfield,
Southbridge,
Brookfield, South,
Brookfield, North,
Brookfield, West,
New Braintree.

BROOKFIELD ASSOCIATION.
Joseph Vailv
I. Park,
Micah Stone,
Thomas Snell,

No pastor, ,

John Fiske,

117 225 342
41 69 110

335
65 170 235
Not reported.
42 80 122
Not reported.
24 69 93
Not reported.

43 90 133
Not reported.

332 703 1,570

60
11
13
31
80
37

142
28
54
89
218
102

232 633

202
39
67
120
298
139

865

Of the following churches only the names were reported to the
General Association, viz. Western, Ware, Oakham, Spencer, Enfield,

Greenwich, Palmer, Sturbridge and Charlton.

WORCESTER CENTRAL ASSOCIATION.

Oxford, First Church,
West Boylston, First c,

Leicester,
Shrewsbury,
Worcester, First Church, No pastor

4

Ebenezer Newhall,
John Boardman,
John Nelson,
S. Allen,

Totol.

140
90
69

160
Not reported.
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Churches.

Holden,
Rutland,

Pastors.

H. Bardwell,
Josiah Clarke,

Communicants.
Males. Females. Total.

247
-160

866

WORCESTER NORTH ASSOCIATION.
Philipston, Joseph Chickei'ing, 61
Winchendon, Ebenezer L. Clark, 77
Harvard, Calvinistic, George Fisher, 37
Fitchburg, " A. Putnam. 38

^
213

Of the following churches only the names were reported to the
General Association, viz. Westminstei-, Princeton, and Ashby.

94
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Churcclies. Paston

Old South Ch. in Boston, Benjamin B. Wisner,
Park Street Church in do. No pastor,

Union Church in do. Samuel Green,
Church in Buttolph-st. do. William Jenks, D. D.
Evan. Cong. Ch, at S. Bost. Prince Hawes,
Hanover Ch. in Boston. Lyman Beecher, D. D.

Communicants.
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OF THE DOMESTIC MISSIONARY SOCIETY, AS AME>"DEU.

1. The Society shall be called the Domestic Missionary Society
OF Massachusetts.

2. It shall consist of the members of the General Association of

Massachusetts for the time being, and of such 'other persons as shall

either be duly elected, or subscribe the requisite sum for constituting

membership.
3. The object of the Society shall be to assist needy churches and

parishes, and Avaste places within the limits of Massachusetts.
4. Any person may become a member of the Society by subscribing

iivo dollars, to be paid annually, and any person a member for life, by
paying into the treasury, at any one time, twetity dollars.

5. The Society shall meet annually on Thursday in the week of

the annual meeting cf tl\e General Association of Massachusetts, at

9 o'clock, A. M.
6. Beside the Moderator and Clerk of the annual meeting, who shall

be the same as the Moderator and Secretary of the General Associa-

tion for the time being, the officers of the Society shall be twenty-four
Directors; twelve clergymen and twelve laymen, a Secretary, two
Treasurers and two Auditors, the four last always to be laymen, all of

whom shall he chosen by ballot at the annual meeting.
7. The Directors shall meet annually at the time and place of the

meeting of the General Association, and at such other times and places

as they shall appoint ; and may adopt such rules, and appoint such
Committees as they may judge conducive to the object of the Institution.

And it shall be their duty to devise means for the support of missions,

to appoint, instruct, and, if necessary, to recal missionaries, and pre-

scribe the places where they shall labour] to fix the compensation of

missionaries, and to pay them by orders on the Treasurer; and gene-

rally to adopt such measures, from time to time, as they shall judge
expedient for carrying into effect the objects of the Society. They,
shall make report annually to the Society of their proceedings.

8. The Treasurers shall take charge of the funds of the Society,

managing them, and keeping their accounts under such regulations, as

-

shall, from time to time, be prescribed by the Directors.
9. The Secretary shall faithfully record the proceedings of the

Directors, and in their name correspond with those persons who may
have business to transact in connexion with the Institution, and shall be

allowed his own travelling expenses in attending the annual meetings
of the Society.

10. This Constitution shall not be altered, except at an annual meet-

1

ing of the Society, and with the concurrence of two-thirds of the mem- '

bers present.



EXTRACTS FROM THE MINUTES

OF THE

DOMESTIC MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

I
The Eighth Annual Meeting of the Domestic Missionary So-

iciety of Massachusetts, was holden in Fitchburg, June 29, 1826/ Rev.
John Fiske, Moderator of the General Association, presided, and tlie

Rev. Thomas Snell, Secretary of the General Association, acted as
.Clerk.

i Rev. Warren Fay opened the meeting with prayer ; after which the
''Minutes of the doings of the Society last year were read by the Secre-
tary, whicli was followed by the reading of the Report of the Directors.

Several resolutions were then offered, and supported by different
(members of the body.

i

I A resolution was offered by Rev. Mr. Chickering, and seconded by
!Rev. Mr. Reed of South Carohna ; viz. " That the Report of the Direc-
tors just read be accepted, and published under their direction ;"

which resolution was adopted.

' A resolution was offered by Rev. Mr. French, from New Hampshire,
and supported by Rev. Mr. Fisher of New Jersey, viz. "That the
thanks of this Society be given to Societies auxiliary to this, and to all
those individuals who have contributed to its funds the past year ;"

which resolution was adopted.

A resolution was offered by Rev. Mr. Fay and supported by Rev.
Samuel Austin, D. D., viz. " That this Society regard with great
satisfaction, the establishment of the American Home Missionory
Society; and, though limited by the third article of our Constitution to
the assistance of needy churches and parishes in Massachusetts, we
yet rejoice to become auxiliary to the National Institution, so far as
our influence and correspondence may aid its efforts to supply the
means of grace to all the waste places of our common country.'' The
above resolution was adopted.

The following officers were chosen for the ensuing year : viz.

Rev. Richard S. Storks, Secretary.
Isaac C. Bates, Esq. Treasurer, Western Disti,-ict.

Hon. Lewis Strong, Esq. Auditor for W. District.
Dea. John C. Proctor, y'reaswre?-. Eastern District.*
Mr. James Clapp, Auditor for E. District.

* The Treasurer of the Eastern District, may be found at his store, corner of
hlra-street and Dock Square, Boston. s
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DERHOTORS,
Rev. Alvan Hyde,D. D. James W. Robbixs, Esq.

" Theophilus Packard, D. D. David Mack, Esq.
" John Woodbridge, D. D. Hon. Ezra Starkweather,
" Baxter Dickinson, Nathaniel Smith, Esq.
" Samuel Osgood, Hon. John Hooker.
" Joshua Crosby, Col. Israel E. Trask,
" John Fiske, Hon. Salem Towne,
" Elias Cornelius, Hon. Nehemiah Cleaveland
" John Codman, D. D. James Kimball,
" Richard S. Storrs. Dr. Ebenezer Alden,
" William Cogswell, Dea. John C. Proctor,
" Oliver Cobb, William Ropes, Esq.

On motion, the following was voted unanimously:
Resolved^ That the ninth Article of the Constitution of this Society

be so altered as to read, " and shall be allowed his own travelling ex-
penses in attending the annual meetings of the Society.''

Voted to adjourn till after the public services to be attended at this

place, at 3 o'clock,?. M.
Met according to adjournment, after hearing a sermon from Rev.

Mr. Holmes before the Society, and voted, that our thanks be presented
to him, through the Secretary, for his excellent and appropriate dis-

course.

JOHN FISKE, Moderator.
Attest, THOMAS SNELL, Clerk.

The following gentlemen are appointed Executive Committees* foi

the current year.

Western District. F.astern District.

Rev. Samuel Osgood, Rev. John Codman, D. D.
Rev. John Woodbridge, D. D. Rev, Richard S. Storrs,
Rev. Baxter Dickinson, Rev. William Cogswell,
Hon. John Hooker, Dr. Ebenezer Alden,
Col. Israel E. Trask, Dea. John C. Proctor.

Rev. Elias Cornelius, First Preacher.
Rev. Alvan Hyde, D. D. Second Preacher.

* Extract fiom the Records of the Board of Directors, assembled at

Haverhill, June 28, 1821.
" Voted, That the Western Committee attend to the concerns of

the Society, in the five western counties of the State, and the Eastern
Committee to the rest of the Commonwealth."
" Voted, That the Executive Committees hold quarterly meet-

ings ; the Eastern Committee in the months of August, ^November,
February and May ; the Western Committee, in September, Decem-
ber, March and June, and as much oftener as they may deem expe-
dient."

In compliance with the above vote, the Eastern Committee have
uniformly held their meetings on the first Wednesdays of the specified

months ; on what day of the month, the Western Committees hold
their regular meetings, we cannot state.

The contributions of the five western counties, to the Society, are

expected to be sent to the Treasurer at Northampton. The contribu-

tions from the other counties of the Commonwealth should be sent to

the Treasurer in Boston.



Fathers and Brethken,

Since our last anniversarj^, the hand of the Lord hath touched

us. One of the most vig'ilant and judicious members of your

Board, the able and faithful Treasurer of the Eastera District,

has been called from your service, as we beUeve, to a higher

sphere of labour, and has exchanged the pleasures of the active

Christian on earth, for the still purer pleasures of a glorified spirit

near the throne of God. The. Committee, whose happiness it

has been, for several years, to be associated with Deacon .T.

Salisrury, in the management of the Eastern department of your

operations, would be guilty of injustice to their conviction of his

worth, should they withhold, on this occasion, their testimony to

the cheerfulness, as well as the fidelity and the success, with

which he discharged the duties devolved on him, both by the

Society and the Board. The interest he felt in Domestic Mis-

sions was lively and deep ; his house was ever open at the regu-

lar meetings of the Committee ; his undivided attention was given

to the business before them ; his heart melted in sympathy with

the destitute, whose claims were simply stated ; and all that he

felt bound to 3o, by the authority of his Lord and Master, whether

by his counsel or his pecuniary contributions, he did promptly

and without grudging. In the removal of such a man, from a

sphere of action for which he was admirably fitted by the God of

nature and of grace, your Board feel that they have sustained a

loss, not easily to be repaired— a loss that calls them to humilia-

tion and prayer, as well as to the girding up of their loins to more

active and vigorous efforts, while God shall continue them in the

field of labour.

But while we thqs advert, with grief, to an event that wears a

frowning aspect on the waste places of our Zion, we cannot for-
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get the " Repairer of the breach," nor the favour he has shown

to our object, by enlarging our pecuniary resources, and giving

success to our missionaries.

A very seasonable and acceptable donation of 20,000 pages of

tracts, ivas received from the Boston Auxiliary Tract Society,

early in the year, which have been distributed by your agents,

and not less thankfully received, than freely bestowed. Twelve

Bibles also, from the Mass. Bible Society, have been promptly

furnished for the use of the poor, in one of our feeble parishes.

The value of such donations to the D. M. S. can be justly appre-

ciated, only in view of the fact, that the same places which are

destitute of a regular ministry, are almost by necessity destitute

of all those subordinate means of instruction, which abound in our

well-regulated parishes. Where there is no minister, there is

commonly no tract society, no Sabbath school, no Bible class, no

missionary associations, no libraries for the young, few Bibles,

and fewer of any of the religious publications of the day ; and,

whenever the benevolent shall be able to furnish books of a reli-

gious character for the use of your missionaries, they will have

every assurance of their judicious distribution in the most deso-

late corners of the commonwealth, and will aid your object very

efficiently.

Agreeably to a resolve passed at the last annual meeting, the

Directors, without delay, issued a circular letter to each of the

ministers and associations connected with the General Association,

communicating the information and the request therein specified.

The result of this measure, the Board is not able fully to state.

The Female Auxiliary Domestic Missionary Society of Boston

is entitled to the thanks of the Society for their continued exer-

tions, and their regularly increasing donations. As they formed

the first regular auxiliary, whose cooperation we had the plea-

sure to record, so they have constantly testified their affectionate

regard to the cause in which we are engaged, by unremitted

efforts to assist us. Many others of the daughters of Zion have

done virtuously in supplying the spiritual wants of the destitute,

while they have honoured their pastors by constituting them life

members of this Society ; and all of them will be had in grateful

remembrance by the Board,



[ It is to be devoutly desired, that it may not be long before et-

fective auxiliaries shall be formed in all our churches, and a sys-

tem of energetic measures adopted for the security and enlarge-

ment of those funds to which more than fifty feeble churches are

directing their eyes, as, under God, their hope and salvationJ
The receipts of the Western Treasury for the year beginning

August 10, have been g 464,04. Expenditures ^293,70.

The receipts of the Eastern Treasury have been ^ 1566,92,

Expenditures, ^ 1535,76.*

The operations of the Western Committee have been exceed-

ingly circumscribed, owing to the low state of their funds. They
have appropriated the following sums to promote the objects of

the Society ; to Agawam and Feedinghills (in West Springfield)

sixty dollars; to Egremont, Gill, Holland and North-Wilbraham,

fifty dollars each ; to the North parish in Springfield and to Mont-

gomery, seventy-five dollars each ; and to Leominster, they have

paid fifty dollars, previously appropriated.

Several applications have been made to the committee for aid,

from societies within their limits ; but they have been obliged to

say to them, " we feel for you, and would gladly assist you, if the

churches would furnish us the means ;" they have been obliged

to give the most discouraging and disheartening answers to sev-

eral applications. Say the Committee, " We are bound by our

pledge, to sustain those feeble churches, which we have been

instrumental in raising from a state of desolation ; some of them

are making rapid progress, and we trust will be able to do without

our aid before many years ; but others will probably require the

fostering hand of the society, for a still longer term than thej'

have any pledge."

We ought to state with gratitude, that the Great Head of the

church has smiled upon some of the churches, that partake of

the Society's bounty within our limits. In the united societies of

Agawam and Feedinghills, there has been a general and power,

ful revival of religion, since your last anniversary. More than

one hundred have been added to the Congregational church, and

a considerable number to the Baptist and Methodist churches.

The prospects of these parishes are highly encouraging. )

* Several appropriations, made by each of the committees, had not been called

for, at the date of the report.



The situation ot' several parishes in the county of Franklin de-

mands prompt attention. It is to be feared that, in some instances,

the means of grace cannot be enjoyed, unless considerable aid be

rendered. The fifty dollars appropriated to Gill, to use the lan-

guage of the pastor of that church, " kept their society in exist-

ence ;" and, in making application for further aid, he says :
" The

s^me assistance is as necessary to our existence, if not more so,

the present year, as the last." There are several waste places

in that county, and in Hampshire county, which might be built up,

if we had funds at command.

The Committee are happy to say, that measures have recently

been adopted by several of the associations, which, they trust,

will insure to the society in this section greater funds than it has

ever received. The churches begin to feel their obligations to

help those who are destitute of the means of grace, and those

who are not able to procure a full supply. Many are convinced,

that " the strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak."

The labours of our missionaries have been blessed, in the

parishes of Prescot, Pelham and Shutesbury, especially in Pres-

cot. This parish has been gradually gaining strength for three

years ; and it is hoped that they will soon have the ordinances' of

the gospel permanently established, though it may be in con-

nexion with one of the other parishes above named, which lies

contiguous. Holland also, is gradually gaining strength : they

would be able to support a minister, if they could receive an

hundred dollars from this society, annually. The good hand of

the Lord ought also to be noticed with reference to the north

parish in Springfield, which has been a waste place for more':

than thirty years. Several pious people, who had made great t

exertions for years, were well nigh discouraged, when the D. M,

S, offered them aid. The offer was gladly accepted, and seemed

to put new hope into their desponding hearts; they increased

i

their owd efforts, and, in due time, God sent them a pastor, whose

unwearied exertions have been attended with great success. The pi

meeting-house had been suffered to go to decay, so that it was

not comfortable as a place of worship. A new one has been

completed, at the expense of about ^4,000, and is large enough

to accommodate the present population and many more. Much
credit is due to the Rev. Mr. Phoenix for his personal exertions

[
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and sacrifices, and much is also due to his people for the prompt-

ness with which they met his wishes.

The Committee are not discouraged. In their next report,

they hope to give a more animating view of the subject ; for they

believe that the churches within their limits will awake, and ex-

tend the helping hand to those who are ready to perish.

The Eastern Executive Committee have distributed the funds

committed to their disposal, in various proportions, among more

than twenty feeble churches.

To Gloucester, W. P. one hundred dollars were appropriated,

and the employment of a missionary was committed to a member
of the Board in that vicinity, from whom only the verbal report

has been received, that Mr. Merril labored there during his ap-

pointed term, to the acceptance of the people.

Seventy-five dollars were granted to the church in Boxborou«h,

toward the support of Mr. Picket, who was mentioned in the

last Report as laboring there acceptably. Mr. P. has been with

them the whole year, and his continuance for another year is

earnestly desired. Public worship is well attended. A sabbath

school has been established, and is in successful operation through

the summer months. " The monthly concert, commenced last

fall, and still continued, is sometimes crowded, always solemn."

" In regard to the conversion of souls to God, the hopes of Chris-

tians here have, for the last six months, been alternately elevated

and depressed. Several have had their attention called up—one

is now propounded for admissisn into the church, and three or

four more are expected to unite this month. All these manifest

a change of heart." " Notwithstanding the church has not ex-

perienced the blessing of God to the degree sometimes fondly

anticipated, since it has been under the patronage of the D. M.

S., yet, comparing its present situation and prospects with the

past, it is clear that much has been effected, in the increased in-

fluence of gospel truth on its members, and on others—there is a

degree of spirituality and firmness in religious principle, whidh

has, perhaps, at no antecedent period, been manifested or felt."

At Stoughton, the prospects of the Evangelical Society are, on

the whole, encouraging, though the church is still feeble, and not

entirely free from debt. Regular preaching has been enjoyed

through the year—conferences and prayer-meetings have been
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attended with interest, and the people are beginning to feel that

they can no longer remain without a pastor. They have received

one hundred dollars from your funds.

The Rev. J. Curtis was installed over the Evangelical Society in

SHAKOi>f, last October. Since that time, four persons have been

added to the church by profession, and the state of religious feel-

ing through the society is rather favorable in its appearance than

otherwise. Death has recently removed some valuable members

from the church, and loudly admonished the sixty-five who re-

main, to be up and doing. Though the society is not yet free

from debt, measures are in train for its relief from a burden that

has been freely assumed for Christ's sake, and it is not to be

doubted, that God will smile on those who have submitted to

great sacrifices and various afilictions, for the maintenance of the

truth. One hundred dollars have been appropriated to this people.

New Salem. The small Evangelical Society established in this

town, has had to struggle with more difficulties than it is proper

here to mention. But their trials have served to purify them
;

and those that were not of them, having gone out from among

them, leave them stronger in the Lord, and in the power of his

might. " Nine famiUes, who belonged to the society, have left it,

and engaged a Universalist minister a part of the time." But,

tli^re remains perfect unity, and increased zeal in the church,

and among others, who are friendly to the doctrines of the Cross.

A Sabbath school has been commenced with favorable prospects;

and, by means of this, the few pious parents in town hope to

countervail an arrangement of the School Committee, excluding

the Bible entirely from the public schools, under the stale infidel

pretence, that it is too sacred a book for such common use. " We
have reason to rejoice," says the pastor, " that the friends of i

Christ appear to grow in grace, and that their hearts have been

made glad by the addition of three members to the church, since

my last communication to you."

Mendon, 5. p. Mr. Nathaniel Barker spent six months among

this people, and toward his support an hundred dollars were ap-

propriated. He was abundant in labors, and secured, in no ordi-

nary degree, the confidence of those on whom they were be-

stowed. Beside preaching the word, in season and out of season,

he formed a Bible Class of about , thirty young persons, with
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whom he passed many hours pleasantly and profitably ; distributed

tracts, visited schools, made an hundred and fifty family visits, and

attended church-meetings and funerals. The existing state of

things in this long desolate part of the vineyard will best be told

in the language of your missionary : " The encouragement re-

|/ceived while performing these labors was such as might be ex-

pected in a place where gospel ordinances have not been regu-

larly enjoyed, and where error has spread abroad its influence.

A small church still exists ; amid oppression, and nameless dis-

I

couragements, it reaches out a hand for relief, and asks assistance

from your society. A few individuals certainly appear to hear

the gospel with joy, and are more and more anxious to enjoy

the regular administration of its ordinances." But, "in looking

at the ordinary course of Divine Providence, I did not, when I

became acquainted with the state of religious views and feelings

at Mendon, expect immediate success : it is a field which must be

cultivated, before it will become fruitful ; and because it has

passed into the possession of an enemy, and become old in its de-

solations, the labor is peculiarly hard and difficult." Yet, " Some-

thing has been gained ; the expense and efforts of your society,

there is reason to believe, have not all been wasted. The people

y express an anxious desire for the continuance of my labors

among them." " I do hope M. will not be forgotten. There are

a few disciples of Christ scattered as sheep upon the mountains,

having none to feed them; a multitude of souls are there also,

who know not their ruin ; they are crowding the way of death,

and if they are let alone they will perish. It might be told how

darkness is gathering around them—how the Sabbath is profaned

—how vice prevails, and how infidelity has sought out a retreat

there, where it may work its cruelties; but when this is said of a

part of Massachusetts which has often been differently represent-

ed, it is regarded as an imaginary representation," " Still, what

might be said, does not exist merely in imagination
;
plain facts

might be stated ; the difficulties which a missionary must encounter

in such a field, and under which he is liable to sink, if he have

not sinews of brass, might be mentioned." " But, something has

been accomplished at Mendon—something, which, I confidently

hope, will appear as a record to your Society, in the day when

secret results shall be revealed."
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It is expected that Mr. B. will spend the ensuing year at M., if

his precarious health will permit. The spirit of inquiry he has

instrumentally awakened—the respect he has inspired for the

truths and ordinances of religion, and the zeal he has enkindled

in many bosoms to hear him further of these high concerns,

furnish strong grounds of hope that this desolation of half a cen-

tury is not beyond the reach of help.

Taunton. One hundred dollars, not less gratefully received

than earnestly called for, have been appropriated to this infant

church. The happy reestablishment of the ministry among them

has been followed by very decisive tokens of the Divine pre-

sence, and the very considerable enlargement of the Church and

Society. Here, it is believed, that your charitable aid will be

uo longer needed, and that soon you will find this late object of

your fostering care ready and able, to cooperate with you in

the strengthening of other churches. Eighteen have been

admitted to the church, since Mr. Maltby's ordination in

January last. Seventeen now stand propounded, and a large

number more give evidence of a saving change. " The work

of God continues to be still, solemn and powerful. We see no

abatement—our meetings are full and solemn. The Sabbath

school contains 240 scholars."

The harmony and general prosperity of the Evangelical Society

in IJridgewater remain uninterrupted. The fruits of the late

revival are visible, in the public worship of the Sabbath, the

prayer-meeting, the flourishing Sabbath school, the Bible class,

the monthly concerts ; and, we may add, the collections annually

made for the cause of domestic missions.

DiGHTON, second parish. This Church and Society (formerly

nientioned as Wellington) remain nearly in the same state, as a

year ago. Their meeting-house is yet unfinished, and they have

not been regularly supphed with preaching. The Rev. W. T.

Torrey spent six weeks among them, under the direction of your

committee, and was gratefully received. " Private meetings

were well attended, especially by the young." On an average,

175 attended public worship on the Sabbath. A Sabbath school

was formed by your Missionary, and flourished while he remained.

About ^ lOOO have been expended in the building of the new

meeiing-house ; a thousand more are necessary to complete it.
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For this, the people feel it necessary to ask charitable assistance
;

and perhaps there are few, if any societies,, on which such charity

could be more usefully bestowed. This ancient church and so-

ciety ought not to be given up to perpetual desolation—it is a

vine of the Lord's planting ; formerly he blessed it, and it brought

forth fruit ; and he has said, " Let it alone this year also—per-

haps it may bring forth more fruit." But it cannot be disguised

that the state of religion is low—that the hands of many hang

down, and their knees are feeble. Without some extraordinary

effort on their own part, seconded by the prayers and alms of

their brethren abroad, it is feared, that their salvation is far off.

,
Carveb. The Congregational church in this town, was among

i the first taken under your patronage. Notwithstanding some

; divisions,. originating more in misunderstanding than ill will, but

impairing the strength of the Society, there has been from the

tirst a regular advance toward that rank among sister churches,

which it is our object to give it. Public worship and occasional

; meetings are well attended. Jealousies are subsiding. The
; spirit of concord is gaining ground, and an effort has at length

been made, to secure the services of a permanent pastor.

^ Though unsuccessful in this instance, it is believed that they will

;
persevere, and learn from their disappointment to rely more en-

; tirely on the Lord for direction, and to cultivate yet more assi-

duously the meek forbearance and loving kindness which form

i the chief ornament of any church, and the highest inducement of

any worthy man to take the oversight of it. No appropriation

has been made to this people, because none has been needed the

past year, and if the Lord shall smile on them according to our

hopes, they will be able henceforward to support the gospel

! without your aid.

Plymouth, second parish. The population of this parish is

about three hundred souls. The members of the Church are

;
sixty-three. The Rev. Joshua Barrett was installed their pastor

in the course of the last winter, and in him the Church and So-

ciety are well united. Efforts are now making to build a new
house of worship in place of their former house, which has fallen

to decay. Your assistance will be still needed here, and the ap-

propriation of fifty dollars has been made, as formerly.
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At Westport, the Rev. P. Jewett spent seven weeks in your

service, and was detained three weeks longer, by the subscrip-

tions of the people. He found the state of things unpleasant,

through the alienations existing in the church ; but, by the blessing

of God, the means that were used to promote reconciliation be-

tween the mutually aggrieved were made effectual ; and, previous

to his leaving the ground, prospects were much changed for the

better. The church consists of forty-three members, generally

poor in this world's goods, as also are the members of the society

connected with them. The town is four miles by fifteen in extent,

and the dominant religious influence is that of Quakerism, over a

population of more than 2,500. Strong prejudices exist against

Congregationalism; the Sabbath is lightly esteemed, and, by very

many, devoted to fowling and fishing, and various amusements.

Still, the seed which God has here to serve him, may, under

your fostering care, become of a little one a thousand, and of a

small one, a strong people.

Dartmouth. Seventy-five dollars were appropriated early in

the year, to the support of the Rev. Mr. King. In his report,

he remarks, that " there are no divisions among his people ; and

though it is a time of pretty general stupidity, yet religious meet-

ings, especially on the Sabbath, are better attended than at any

previous period since his settlement. Prejudices against missions

and the support of the gospel, seem to be dying away, and the

truth of God to be gaining ground.

Rochester, first and fourth parishes. Mr. Levi Packard was

employed as your Missionary, and labored in connexion with the

Rev. Mr. Cobb, usefully and acceptably, twelve weeks. A strong

desire was expressed for his continuance and settlement ; but the

preliminary measures necessary to bring about such an event

could not be seasonably completed, and Mr. P. felt it his duty to

accept overtures from another church. The consequences of

this disappointment, it is hoped, will not be serious ; and from the

spirit of harmony, zeal and prayerfulness, that has hitherto distin-

guished the movements made, there is reason to hope, that the

long contemplated separation of the parishes and increase of

ministerial labor, may be happily consummated. Good has been

done, by your past beneficence toward this interesting flock of

Christ. They have not been passive recipients of your bounty,
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but have shown by their own exertiohs, that they believe it more-

blessed to give than to receive. They will need your further

aid a few years, when, with the ordinary smiles of Providence,

they will be ready to cooperate with you, in furnishing privileges

like their own, to other destitute churches.

Rochester, third parish. The Rev. Mr. Jewett has labored

I
thirteen weeks in this parish,- six of them under a commission

from your Board. His labors were highly acceptable and useful.

The regular attendants on public worship, exceeded an hundred.

[
A large surrounding population would doubtless furnish a much

' greater number, at no distant period, ivere gospel privileges

statedly enjoyed. Of twenty-seven church members, only four-

teen live within the limits of the precinct. Several persons were
seriously inquiring what they should do to be saved. The meet-

ing-house has been repaired, after having been long neglected

;

and there is good reason to believe that the resolution and zeal

recently awakened for the restoration of the worship of God, will

eventuate in the re-establishment and enlargement of this ancient

but decayed part of God's heritage.

Barnstable. S. parish. The Rev. M. Alden has supplied this

people regularly through the year. No appropriation has yet

been made for any part of his support from your funds, because

no application was received, till after the fourth and last quarterly

meeting of the Committee. But the Committee of the Church

say, in a late communication, "At present we are weak. Our

numbers are small; still, as a church, we are united, and feel

determined to use our feeble endeavors to have the gospel

preached among us in its purity."

CoHASSET. No important change has taken place here, since

the last report. By the exertions of the parish, and some aid

from abroad, to which your Directors have contributed one hun-

dred dpllars, the preaching of the gospel has been regularly en-

joyed—a flourishing Sabbath school maintained, and a great

degree of harmony and love have been preserved. Efforts are

now making to secure a permanent pastor, as soon as any one can

be found, uniting in himself the physical strength, the self-denial,

and the intellectual energy, requisite for so important a station.

The attention of your committee has been called, during the

year, to the claims of several churches that have not before

solicited your assistance.
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Haverhill, East parish. This religious society is favored with

the ministry of the Rev. Isaac Tompkins. Previous to his settle-

ment, nearly thirty years ago, the parish had been destitute of a

minister twenty years ; and though united in their invitation to

him, and blessed by the great Head of the church with several

seasons of refreshing since his settlement among them, yet the

sad effects of their long protracted destitution, are visible to the

present hour. Sectarian influence has combined with death and

emigration, to diminish both the moral and physical energies of

the Society. Fifty dollars were cheerfully granted to aid the

cause of truth in this place, and by this donation Mr. T. has been

enabled to devote himself wholly to his work. Though there

has been no special revival, yet public worship, lectures and con-

ferences, have been better attended than in the year preceding,

and sectarian influence has made no perceptible advance. The

committee of the church say, " While we ask for assistance

from the benevolent, we shall do all we can^ for the support of

the ministry among us ; but if we should attempt to raise an ade-

quate sum for this object, there Is reason to believe it would ren-

der our situation more unpleasant than it now is. Your friendly

assistance, the last year, has much encouraged and strengthened

the parish under their embarrassments. We ask for its con-

tinuance ; and we especially ask your prayers, that God will pour

out his spirit and revive his work among us, to the joy of his

friends, and the conversion, or confusion, of his enemies."

Leominster. On application from the Calvinistic Society in this

town, it was determined to give them an hundred dollars a year

for five years, on condition, that, within one year, they should

settle an approved minister. This condition was fulfilled, by the

early settlement of the Rev. Phillips Payson, whose labors, both

antecedent to his ordination and subsequently, have been blessed

of God. The committee of the church, in a recent communica-

tion, say : " We wish you to tender our most cordial thanks to the

M. D. M. S. for their beneficence, and to assure them that nothing

on our part, God helping us, shall be wanting, to support the

cause of Divine truth, in this valley of darkness and opposition."

In this church are twenty-one males, and thirty-four females

;

and, perhaps, in none of our feeble parishes, are greatersacrifices

made for the cause of vital godliness than here,
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Fifteen persons only are liable to taxation—none of them affluent

—but these pay ^ 250 annually. Females raise among themselves,

by industry and economy, ^50 more; and, for the remainder of

the sum required, they rely on your bounty, and the good provi-

dence of God.

Waltham. The second church in this town, having been de-

prived of their place of worship—and being unwilling to lose also

the services of the minister by whose instrumentality many of ihem

had been brought to the knowledge of the truth, and all of them

edified, resolved to cast themselves anew on the arm of the Lord,

and on the liberality of their Christian brethren, for supplying

any deficiency in their own means of erecting a new meeting-

house. In this laudable enterprise, they are happily advancing.

Heaven smiles on them. But,' all their means being put in requi-

sition, to secure this important object, it became necessary that

they should receive prompt assistance in the support of their pas-

tor : and your committee could not refuse to say to them in une-

quivocal language, " Go on, and prosper." An hundred dollars

were freely given them.

SciTUATE. The orthodox Congregational church, in this town,

was formed a few years after our fathers landed at Plymouth.

During the past year, it has separated from the congregation and

the ministry of Rev. N. Thomas, in order to keep " conscience

void of offence," and to secure to their posterity the dispensation

of the truth. The society connected with this church (of between

thirty and forty members) contains but twenty-eight families, and

these in moderate circumstances. They are, however, of one

heart and soul. At present, a successful effort is making, to erect

a commodious house of worship. In the language of the church

committee, " a wide field of usefulness is open before us. A
population of more than three thousand souls, where the gospel

was planted nearly two hundred years ago—where the people

are upon a level, to say the least, with their fellow citizens, for

wealth, talent or knowledge, should at least have one preacher

of the gospel among them, holding the doctrines of the Pilgrims.

We are persuaded, that, with some aid from abroad for a few

years, our society will be established, and will flourish." An hun-

dred dollars have been appropriated to encourage this little flock

in their pious undertaking, and they have enjoyed the faithful
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I

labors of the liev. Messrs. Holman, Torrej and Jewett, ia suc-

cession. An extract from a letter of the last named gentleman

will exhibit the present state of this people. " As God would

have it, there seemed to be a hearing ear among the people,

from thd first of my coming among them. This attention has

continued, and, in reference to many, has resulted in deep concern

for salvation. Three give evidence of a change of heart ;* and

there is a goodly number who are very thoughtful. The hopes

of the Church are high. Yesterday was observed as a day of

humiliation, fasting and prayer; and though the season was a busy

one, yet the assembly was nearly of its usual size on the Lord's

day. The members of the church affirm, that there has been no

such attention to religion in this place, for more than sixty years.

On the first Sabbath in May, the Lord's supper was rdministered
;

four were admitted to the church by profession ; tuo adults and

fourteen children were baptised." Your Directors, knowing as

they do, the faith and patience of this little band, and recollecting

the promises of God to those who labor for him and faint not,

cannot doubt that they will be permitted to eat of the hidden

manna, and receive the blessing of Him who walketh in the

midst of the golden candlesticks.

Harwich. The Congregational Society in this town was once

large and flourishing. It has become greatly reduced. For

seven years it has enjoyed the labors of Rev. Mr. Sanford of Den-

nis, one third of the time ; but, without any distrust of the power

of Christ, it may be inquired, " What are these, among so many ?"

The population of H. exceeds two thousand ; a part of these are

connected with other denominations, and partake of gospel ordi-

nances to some extent ; but neither of the other societies are very

flourishing, and great numbers are beyond the reach of any hal-

lowed influence whatever. The Congregational meeting-house

is central, and, if regularly supplied with faithful preaching,

would doubtless attract many to the worship of God, who

otherwise would pollute the Sabbath by vain recreation. The

church consists of thirty-two members, eight males and twenty-

four females. Mr. N. Cobb was commissioned to. labor here twelve

weeks. From his journal, it is manifest that he was active and

^. Juji'e 20. The i'sstinceB of hopeful conversion ^vere fifteen.
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abundant in labors, and from the exertions made by the people

to detain him longer among them, it is evident that his services

were highly appreciated. Beside preaching as he had opportu-

nity, Mr. C. attended many meetings for conference and prayer,

distributed tracts, and formed a Sabbath evening school, combining

the several objects of the Sabbath school and the Bible class

;

219 different scholars availed themselves of this opportunity to

gain religious knowledge. The monthly concert was regularly

observed, and also the fast for colleges, in February. An Auxiliary

Tract Society was formed, consisting of more than seventy mem-
bers; also a Library Association, promising much good to the

rising generation, and to the general interests of the church.

Both the church and the parish have transmitted votes of thanks

to the Society, for the interest taken in their spiritual prosperity,

and have requested continued aid.

In the town of Truro, there is a Congregational church of

about an hundred members, surrounded by a population of 1,000.

The Rev. Mr. Damon, their minister, is sinking under the weight

of years and infirmities, and altogether unable to discharge the

duties of the ministry. His people will not cast him off in his old

age, but they are too much enfeebled to support him, and main-

tain another minister. Individuals have done what they could,

and are still disposed to make large sacrifices for the gospel's

sake. An extract of a letter from the Rev. John Turner, who
has spent some weeks among this people, will furnish the best

representation of their state. " The people are awake to the

subjects of religion, and no distance or weather will prevent their

hearing the word of life, when it is preached among them. Sec-

tarians have roused their every power into action, to draw or

drive the people from the Society. There have been not less

than six, and sometimes seven of their preachers on the ground,

for weeks at a time, and seldom ever less than three, in the differ-

ent parts of the town, to awaken prejudices in the^eople against

the Congregational Society. While I have been with them,

(about two months) the almost deserted sanctuary of God has

been filled with anxious hearers. If they have not some one to

preach to them, they are ruined as a society, for the people will

hear those who scatter darkness, and not light, in their paths,

and fall under their influence. What is done for them, if any
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thing, must be done soon, or it will be of no avail. A little aid

would now do them much good ; but if they sink, all the power

of man cannot restore them to the standing they now hold. And
shall a congregation of more than a thousand souls, and a church

of more than a hundred members, be given up without any effort

to save them from ruin ?" In answer to this appeal, tifty dollars

were appropriated by your committee.

Martha's Vineyard, Chiimark. Mr, F. P. Howland was em-

ployed here eight weeks, one moiety of the expense being borne

by the people. The Rev. Mr. Smith, their aged minister, has

not been able to preach for several months, and probably will

never be able to labor more. He expresses much gratitude for

the assistance rendered by this society, and his strong approbation

of your missionary. The church consists of twenty-six members,

and the youngest male member is between fifty and sixty years of

age. On the Sabbath, between one and two hundred attended

public worship ; lectures during the week were respectably at-

tended—increasingly so, during Mr. H.'s continuance. The
monthly concert was observed for the first time in Chiimark, on

the first Monday in April. Tracts were distributed, family visits

were made, and, doubtless, good was done. Sectarianism has

diffused abroad a baneful influence here, and the poverty of the

people is such, that, with tlieir diminished numbers, they are

unable to supply themselves with the means of grace, while they

continue to support their present minister, and to his support for

life, thej' stand pledged. "The probability is, that if this people

could be regularly favored with evangelical preaching, the Con-

gregational Society would not only be preserved from entire ex-

tinction, but that the church would soon revive, and receive

valuable additions, and that many who are now attached to other

societies, would return to the flock from which they have strayed,"

Troy. The Congregational church in this town contains ten

males, and between twenty and thirty females. The congrega-

tion on the Sabbath varies from 150 to r300. A new and commo-
dious meeting-house has been erected, and though not wholly

paid for, will ultimately, as is expected, form a fund nearly ade-

quate to the support of the gospel. Probably no town in the

commonwealth is rising in importance, so rapidly as this. Al-

ready there are 1500 souls within a square mile, and 1,000 more
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within a convenient distance for public worship. There are two

other regular societies, the one of the Baptist, and the other of

the Quaker denomination, in the town, but these are not large,

and a great part of the people here assembled, belong to no reli-

gious denomination. They ought to be provided with the means

of instruction—they require the hand of Christian benevolence to

guide them in the paths of truth, and to form them to habits of

religious order. This field is white, and ready to the harvest.

With these views, your committee granted fifty dollars to the

infant church, on condition that they should extend the term of

supply to fourteen weeks, by their own subscriptions.

Freetown, Assonct. Here is a population of seven or eight

hundred souls. The number of Congregational families is about

thirty—the greater part of which would attend meeting, if regu-

lar and approved preaching were enjoyed. The church contains

at present but one male member, and eight females. This is a

desolation of many years. Occasional preaching there has been,

and perhaps sometimes for a few years in succession; but, for

half a century, the voice of the affectionate and vigilant pastor

has not been heard among them. It ought not so to be. Chris-

tian charity must interpose, and with a strong arm arrest the tide

of desolation that is rolling onward, and bearing immortal souls

unprepared, unenlightened, into eteroit/. Though your commit-

tee have yet been unable to find a man to occupy this waste, they

have determined to use their best endeavors for its recovery to

that verdure and beauty of which it is susceptible under a cultiva-

tion that Heaven has appointed.

^ On a general review of the operations of the past year, it will

be manifest to the society, not only that a larger portion of our

feeble churches and waste places have been assisted than in

former years, but that the assistance has been more ample and

more effectual. Five pastors have been settled, and five churches

are no longer like sheep without a shepherd. And in those

places which are yet missionary ground, in the strict application

of the term, there is generally a very perceptible advance of

just views and correct feelings, in regard to the early establish-

ment of divine ordinances. In some places, the influences of the

Holy Spirit have immediately followed the labors of your mis-

sionaries, and sinners have been converted to God. But, in most
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instances, the fallow ground has odly been broken up and the

seed sown ; the harvest must be waited for in the patience of

hope, and in the persevering use of the appointed means of en-

suring it. J
Notwithstanding the length to which this report has extended,

it has been found impossible to include in it many interesting de-

tails of labor that fill up the communications of your missionaries.

The Directors have been gratified to find that, in most of thej

feeble parishes assisted. Sabbath schools and Bible classes ha?e(

been established, and that other means of improving the characf.

ter of the rising generation have been faithfully used. In their in-

structions to missionaries, they have not failed to enjoin on them

the duty of giving encouragement and direction to the spirit of

improvement that is abroad on the subject of education, whether'

intellectual or moral. Social religious libraries, auxiliary tract

societies, and the circulation of religious intelligence, are among

the most obvious means of usefulness, which have been recom-

mended to the attention of your missionaries; and, it is hoped that,

combined with the stated preaching of the word and prayer, their

happy results will be soon and distinctly seen. Good has been

done too, in many instances, by the visitation of common schools.

These primary sources of that intellectual elevation which hap-

pily characterizes our country at large, are unavoidably neglected,

where the influence of the Sabbath and the Sanctuary is not feltj

and the consequences are such, in a course of years, as to excite

alarm in the bosom of the most thoughtless parent, and lead him i

to appreciate justly the value of religious institutions, as bearing

on the temporal prosperity of men, whether they affect their fu-

ture well being or not. Whatever is done, therefore, by youn

missionaries, for the encouragement of common schools, is so

much done, indirectly, toward the removal of prejudices

against the ordinances of the gospel.

In several instances, very earnest appeals have been made to

your Board for assistance in the erection of meeting-houses. It is

almost needless to say, that the want of authority and the want of

funds, have imperatively forbidden all attention to such appHca-

tions. But the fact just stated, ought not to be concealed, and it

cannot be too soon made known to the Christian public, that they

may render important aid to the cause of Domestic Missions, by
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devising ways and means for the assistance of their poor brethrea

in the erection of houses for the worship of God. Wherever the

liouse of God is lying waste, and your missionary goes with the

single object, and an earnest desire to build up the spiritual tem-

ple, he finds a serious obstacle to bis success in the want of a

suitable place for public worship. Much of the good seed sown

by him is wasted on the desart air—more of it falls by the way
side, to be gathered up by the fowls of heaven— little fruit can

reasonably be expected. But his own disappointment, and the

disappointment of his employers, and of those among whom he

labors, creates discouragement on all sides—a fixed discourage-

ment, that utterly forbids success. If the husbandman plants his

grounds, he rears his barns to receive the harvest ; and, if we
gather souls into the fold of Christ, ought we not to provide for

(their safe keeping? How shall they be kept without a temple,

where they can meet to praise and pray, according to God's ap-

pointment ; feeling that they are on holj' ground, and within hal-

:lowed walls ? Whether this society can take any measures on

this subject, and, if any, what—their wisdom will decide. But,

that something ought to be done—that some plan of systematic

operation ought to be adopted and vigorously followed up, is not

less the dictate of sound policy, than of that expansive spirit of

benevolence which originated the D. M. S.

' After all, your Directors would wish it deeply engraven on their

own hearts, and on the hearts of their fellow labourers, that all

their exertions in this blessed cause will be fruitless, without the

blessing of God, and the influences of the Holy Spirit. If we
need larger funds, we need still more, an increased confidence in

Him who claims the silver and the gold as his own, and who has

said, " Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit ;" this con-

fidence alone, will give importunity to our prayers, wisdom to

our counsels, and " patient continuance" to our efforts ; this alone,

will enable us to say, with effect, to the afflicted part of our Zion,

" Enlarge the place of thy tent; stretch forth the curtains of thine

habitation—spare not—lengthen thy cords, and strengthen thy

stakes, for thou shalt break forth on the right hand i^nd on the

left, and all thy children shall be taught of the Lord.;



LIST OF LIFE MEMBERS.

Life Members,

Hon. William Ueed,
Hon. Ezra Starkweather,
Hon. Salem Town, Jr.

Israel E. Trask, Esq.
Col. David Mack,
Nathaniel Smith, Esq.
Rev. Jedidiah Morse, D. D.
Rev. John Fisk,
Rev. Roswell Hawks,
Col. David Jlack, Jr.

Rev. John Keep,
Rev. William G. Eallentine,
Rev. Daniel Tomlinson,"]
Rev. Micah Stone,
Rev. Thomas Snell,

Elisha Lee,
Rev. John Codman,
Rev. Jonathan L. Pomeroy,
Rev. Luke Wood,
Rev. E. Phelps,
Henry Gi-ay,

Rev. D. L. Hunn,
Rev. S. Holmes,
Rev. John Crane, D. D.
Rev. Warren Fay,
Rev. Otis Lane,
Rev. Gardner Hayden,
Rev. Oliver Cobb,
Rev. Elias Cornelius,
Rev. Nathan Perkins,
Rev. Joseph Goff, >

Rev. Enoch Pond, 3
Rev. Ralph W. Gridley,
Hon. Lewis Strong,
Rev. Jonathan Homer,
Rev. David Jewett,
Rev-. Samuel Dana,
Rev. B. B. Wisner,
Josiah Salisbury,
Nathaniel Willis,

Rev. Sereno E. D wight,
Rev. L. Sheldon,
Rev. S. P. Williams,
Rev. R. W. Gridley.
Rev. Joseph Lyman, D. D,
Rev. John Woodbridge,
Rev. Samuel Spring,
Henry Homes,
Aaron P. Cleaveland,
Rev. William Cogswell,
Rev. Isaac Bi-aman,
Rev. Louis Dwight,
Rev. Samuel Gile,
Rev. Elijah Desmond,
Rev. Loammi I. Hoadley,
Rev. E. Hitchcock,
Rev. R. Hazen,
Rev. Dorus Clark,
Rev. W. Jenks,
Rev. C. Hitchcock,
Rev. R. S. Storrs,
Stephen Salisbury, Esq.

Sources of Membership,

Female Cent Society in New Braintree.

Female Charitable Society in Peru.

Religious Charitable Society of New Braintree,
Brookfield, and North Brookfield.

Religious Charitable Society in New Braintree and vicinity.

Benevolent Society in Sandwich.
Monthly Concert in New Bedford.
Female Cent Society in Northbridge.
Female Auxiliary Charitable Society in Charlestown.
Females in Sturbridge.
Ladies in Egremont
Ladies of his parish in Roehester.
From Mr. J. B. Lawrence.
Female Cent Society, Second parish in Amherit.

Donation from A. B. and,C.

Female Cent Society in Williamstown.

By Ladiei.
By Ladies.
By Ladiet. -

By Ladies.

By Ladies.
New Year's Gift from his Society in Eaton.
Ladies in his parish.
Female Charitable Society.
By Ladies.
By Ladies.
Female Benevolent Society.

By a Lady.
Mr. Nathaniel Willis.
Individuals in Milton.
By Ladies.
Ladies in Worcester.
Ladies in Conway.
JLadies in Feeding Hills.

Miss Thankful Moses.
Ladies in Boston.
Contribution in his Society.

Members of his Bible Class.
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Life Members.
Rev. S. Green,
Rev. P. Hawes,
John Houston, Esq.
Rev. Mark Tucker,
Rev. James Taylor,
Amasa "Walker,
Rev. D. Oliphaut,
H. Hill, Esq.
Rev. R. Emerson,
Rev. Willard Holbrook,
Rev. J. Edwards,
Rev. I. Dodge,
T. Vose,
T)v. E. Alden,
Rev. Stetson Raymond,
Rev. Mr. Fisk,
Rev. Mr. Gay,
Kev. D. I'homas,
Rev. T. Andros,
Rev. I. Perkins,
Rev. Jonathan Curtis,
Rev. Joseph Merrill,
Rev. Caleb Blake,
Rev. Shearjashub Tcwiisend,
Rev. Samut 1 Steams,
Jacob Peabody, Esq.
Rev. J. Btnuet,
Rev. Joseph Searle,
Mrs. Thurston,
John Rogers,
S. T. Armstrong, Esq.
Dea. John C. Proctov,
Rev. Harvey Wilbur,
Col. Henry Whipple,
Rev. Brown Emerson,
Rev. J. B. Felt,
Rev. Luther Dimroick,
Kev. D. T. Kimball,
Rev. Josiah Bent,
Rev. Jared Reed,
Rev, David Long,

Sources of MemberM.p,
Ladies of Union'Church, Boston.
Ladies in Boston.

Young men of Vorthampton.
Young Ladies' Benevolent Society of Sunderland.

Ladies of Second Parish, Beverly.

Ladies of South Reading.
Ladies in Row ley.

Ladies of South Parish, Andover,
Unknown Lad} of the Society.

A member of his church.
Ladies in his Society, Wrentham,
Ladies of Bridgewater.
Female Benevolent Society of Second Parish in Abington.
Ladies of his Society.
I. Newcomb, Esq.
Ladies in Sharon.
Ladies in Dracut.
Ladies in V/estford,
Ladies in Sherbui-ne.
Ladies in Bedford.

Ladies in Woburn.
Ladies in Lynnfield.

Ladies in Boston.

Ladies in his Society.
Ladies'in his Society.
A Lady in his Society.
Ladies in his Society in Ipswich.
Ladies of his Society in Weymouth.
Ladies hi South Pleading.
Ladies in Milford.

TREASURER'S ACCOUNT.
Received by the Treasurerfor the Eastern District.

1S25.
June so. To balance of last .Account, brought forward, - - jg 1,009 33

Contributed at the Park-street Church after the Anniversary Sermoii,
by the Rev. Mr. Woodbridge, ... . . 222 S5

July 2. From a Friend, by Rev. Dr. Jenks, " 1 00
16. From ladies in the Rev. Sheaijashub Townsend's Society in Sher-

burne, to constitute him a Life Member, - - - - 20 00
Fromthefirst Cent Societ5inNewbuiyport,Mrs. Mary Beck, Treasurer, - 7 60

Aug. 9. From the Female Charitable Society in Westford, Mrs. Martha J.eigh-
ton, Collictor and Treasurer. - - - - - - 22 55

From Abraham Wright and Iinly Wright, - - - - - 6 GO
16. Contribution and collection at the Monthly Concert in the second

parish, Rowley, by Rev. Isaac Bramin, - - - - 26 68
Bequest of Miss Eliza Frothingham of Newburyport, per Mr. George

Rogers, - - - - - - 25 00
Donation from Mr. Geo. Rogers, - - - - 2 00

22. From a lady in Salem, passenger in the stage, by Rev. Mr. Cornelius, - 3 oe
27. From a lady in Calais (Mainej - -- - - -5 00
29. From a friend in Boston, - - - - 1 00

Oct. 6. From a friend ui Gloucester, Mass. per Mr. Geo. Rogers, - " - 12 00
19. From Suffolk Auxiliary Society, collected in Union Church, Boston,

after the Annual Sermon, .---.- 88 75
Nov, 1. From the Ladies Charitable Society. and other ladies in Bedford, to con.

stitute the Rev. Samuel Stearns a Life Member, - - - 20 00
FromUnion Asso. Auxiliary, Abington Branch, per Rev. Mr. Spring, - 25 11

17. From Dr. Gustavus D. Peck, per Rev. Mr. Long, - - - 100
Dec. 5. From Mr. and Mrs. Newell of Littleton, - - - - - 3 00

6. FvomaLadyin Wrentham, by Rev. Mr, Fisk, proceeds of hard labor, - 103

Carried forward, ja; 1,502 65



'Ziy

Brought forward, % 1,502 e;

J3ec. 10. From the Religious Charitable Society of Oiavlestown, Miss Paysoii,

Treasurei-, - - - - - - 25 0(

15. From Azel Ames, of Mansfield, - - - - 5 CC

20. From .Tabez D. Parker of Reading, South Parish, a tliank-

offeiing. - - - - - - J? 2 00

Widow Hepsibah Parker, of do. - - 2 00

Friend, - - - ' - - - 2 50 6 50

23, From Mr. Charles Stoddard, - - - - - 10 00

From Jacob Ftabodj. Esq. of Boston, to constitute him a Life Mera-

1825. ber, ----- - - 20 00

Jan. 7. From a female fri-nd, - .-. .. -2 00

10. From N. Q. b.\ the Rev. Mr. Fay, - - - - - - 40 90

11. From Mis. Kuth t'onant, ot Ipswich, - - - - - -100
13. From the Fe:.iale Chiiriiable Society of Wubiu'ii, to constitute the Kev.

J. BeiiiRta Life Member, - - . - 20 00

14. From Union Assuciatiou Auxiliary, m the first parish in Braintree, on
Nt w Year's day, - - - - - 33 00

From the Kev. R. S. Storrs, - . - - . - 5 00

Chant) Box, .... . . - 2 00

From the first parish in Raiidolph. contributed on New Year's day, - 17 69

20. From ladies of the Rev. .Joseph Seaile's Society in Lj nnfieSd, to consti-

tute hiia a Life Member, - - - 20 00

25. From members of the second Congrtgaiionai Society in Medford, - 3 00

27. From the iteasuier of Suffolk Auxiliary Society, viz.

Widow's Mite, - - - - Jg 1 00
Lady, - - - - 5 00 6 00

Feb. 1. From a member uf Hanover Church, Boston, - - - - 3 00

From Mrs. W. M. Pnnceton, - - - - Jg 4 00
From Mrs. Nickerson, Chilmark, Martha's Vineyard, - - 5 00 9 00

From sundries, particulars omitted by the late Treasurer, • - - - 50 00

Mar. 24. Collected at tiie Monthly Concert for Prayer, in Shrewsbuvy, Mass.
by tlie hand of Mr. Pratt, - - - - - g 7 30

April !• Of Mrs. Martha and Sarah Palmer, New Rowley, ... 2 00 -9 30

5. Of Rev. Joseph GofF, by the hands of Mr. E. W. GofF, contributed
at the Monthly Concert for Prayer, in Milbury. - - - ^ 23 77

Of Rev. Joseph Goff", by the hands of Mr. E. W, Goff', contributed
principally by Lidies in Milbury,

15'. From the Unio, Auxiliary D. M. S.' By Rev. Mr. Spring,
Of Rev. Mr. Sheldon, . . . . -

May 2. Of Rev. S. Spring, Treasurer of the Union Association Auxiliary
D. M. S.—viz.

Dr. Codi;.a;i collected in his Society, - -

His subiCiiptiun, - - ...
Fiev. SaiiiU I (iile, from individuals in his Society,
His subscription, . - -

Kev. Daiuri Huntington collected in his Society,
His subicription.
Rev. Caiv in Hitchcock's subscription, - -

Rev. Eb'Uezer Gay. collected at .Monthly Concert,
His subsciiiitidii. - - ...
Rev. Jonas Perkins collected in his Society, - - -

His subscription, - . - - - -

Rev. Jonathan Curtis collected in his Society,
His subscription. - . . .

Kev. Josiab Bent, from the Ladies Praj ing Society,
His subscription, - . . - ' -

Rev. David Brigham's subscription, - -

Collected at annual meeting of the Auxiliary Society, held at Ran-
dolph, ... . . . 13 61 15 01

Rev. Samuel Spring from first church in Abington , Domestic Mission-
ary Society Auxiliary to Association, - - - 29 05

His subscription, 2 00 31 05
16. Miss Louisa Damon, Treasurer of the Dedham Domestic Missionary

Society Auxiliary to M. D. M. S. by Rev. W. Cogswell, - - 48 00
Tlie Female /iuxi.iai-y Domestic Missionary Society of Braintree, Rev.

R. S. Stons' Parish, - - - - - 15 00
20. A Friend, by Miss E. Prentiss, 2 50
22. Orleans Ladies and Gentlemen's Association, by Dr. Benj. Seabury,

Treasurer. - - .
'

- . - 15 00
29. Worcester Central Association Auxiliary to the Mass. Domestic Mis-

sioiiar) Society. Rev. E. Newell, Treasurer, collected in Oxfoid
and Boylstoii. - - - - - 13 05

30. Rev. John H. Stevens, collected in his society at Stoneham, - - - 9 39
Mr. John Damon of Reading, Souih Parish, being for one year's interest

on his note, - ... . . . . . 300
Samuel Pickard, Esq. collected in the first parish, Rowley, - - 12 OS

Carried forward, % 2,349 87

.



Bi'ouglit forward, g 2,;

Rev. Willard Hoibiook's annual subscription, by hands of Samuel

Pjckard, Esq. - - - .'.." e ". "

A. F. Homer, Treasurer of the Feraale Domestic Missionary Society

Boston. Auxiliary to Mass. Domestic Miasionary Society, - i

Rev. Paul Litchfield, by Kev. Mr. Cosjswell, - "

Femalu Cent Society Soutli Parish Reading, by Rev. Mr. Reed, -

Rev. N Cogswell, Treasurer of Ausiliaiy. Domestic Missionary So-

ciety of Barnstable, - V- " " .'»,,'
Female Charitable Society in the first ikrkh Dracut, to constitute tlie

Rev. Joseph Merrill a Life MemberSfc . , -

A Friend, by Rev. Mr. Putnam, 1^
, ,, t

Female Cent Society in the second parishT^Vest Newbury, by Mr. I.

ParliGr • - - *

Miss Martha Leighton, Treasurer of tlie Female Charitable Society in

Westford, to constitute the Kev. Caleb BUsUe a Lite Member,

30 00
S CO
4 t)3

20 00
10 00

Contra CH.
1825

« 2,576 ^5

50 00
'uly

"5. By cash paid Rev. R. S. Stovrs' draft for church in Coiiasset,

x,:„ ^c ' infavourof Uev. Job Cushman, 24 00

,"f;i6 ofMr.P.Kimbali, - - - 50 00
'^P"^-

o, of Rev. Mr. Torrey, - - 49 00

w 12* ofRev. N. Holman, - - - 21 00
''*' 5/ ofRev.Mr.Tomphins, - - 50 00

Q ofRev. Paul Jewett, - - - 42 00

23' of .T. N. Seaburv, Esq. - - 100 00

,„ ofCrockerk Brewster, - - 38 50

Vp„
;•,* OfRev. Levi French, - - 50 00

*^
J^q' of William Palfre}', Jr. - - 600

lf^\ ofRcv.Mr.Kin-, - - 75 00

*"'l„;
' of Mr. N. Barker, - - " ^0 00

^^- '•

Encash S'ne;. Mr. Storrs' draft jn>vom"of Rev. Pain. }ewett, " "
' ^1 00

in %f S. Bridge water, - - 50 00

Ja,. 04 for Leominster, - - - 100 00

For the second Congregational Church in Waltham, - - - 100 00

By cash paid Rev.W Storrs' draft in tavour of Rev. P.iulJeweVt,
_

- _ 35 00

'an,

May 2.

Ipril 3. By cash paid Rev. Mr. Storrs' clralt in lavour 01 ru:v.^i-;uu^;cwcv.,
^ - ^

^^
^^

Bycashretuined Rev. S. Spring, counterfeit bill, - - - 10 00

By cash paid Ilev. Mr. Stoirs" draf, in favor of Mr. F. P. Howland, - 28 CO
' '^ Rev. J. Curtis, - .

lOO 00

Rev. Mr. Jewett, - 35 00

]Mr. N. Parker, - - 50 00
**

" Rev. Mr. Bascom, - 7 00

For incidental expenses, - ^ : . '/-.," r,. •",-„ ,' ' ^ °°

By cash paid Rev. Mr. Storrs' draft m favor of the Iriiutarian
' Church in Stoughton, " ," ^- .'„„,", " -? no
By cash paid Rev. Mr. Storrs' draftm ft^•or of .I.-. Aa^n^Pjcket,

_
- . . 00

Messrs. M.& I. M.
Eddy, Bridgewater, - 50 00

1 00
- 1040 49By cash, sav New Haven bill returned.

By cash balance in the Treasury this day.

<3 2,576 25

L'o*(on, June 23, 1820. „ • .. . , a -n r^vvvs x-ht\'
Errors Excepted. A. P. L^.l. vi'.LAlNLi,

Treasurer,pro teiri.

HavLue examined the above account, I hereby certify, that the same is correctly cast and duly

Voudwfand hat Srere is now a balance in the hands of the Tr-easurer, pro tern, of ten hundred

iand forti- dollars and fortynine ce:Us, besides a promissory note on l"'^';^^;^^^/!^ S^^^
Boston,June 24, 1826.

JAMES CLAl
,
Auaitoi.

Received by the Treasurer fo7' the Western District.

t
1825-

. , , r. ,

June 30. To Balance due the Society brought torwarcl,

Jaly 13. Cash received from Charitable Society, V.'orthingto;!, -

^
Church and Congregation, West Hampton,

Hadley,

Aug. 4. Hon. Ezra Starkweather, Worthington, - -

26. Contrib.i lion from Church and Society in North Brookheld,

Sent 21 Benevolent Society, East riamiKon,
' ' Church and Society, Wcstfield,

Carried forward, « 315 08

%



Xov. 14.

21.

Dec. 1.

1826.

Jan. 10.

May 10.

17.

24.

J Illy 27.

Aug. 3.

Oct. 13.

Nov. 22.

Deo. 1.

1826.

Feb. IS.

Jlay 16.

. 27.

.?ime28.

'

Bi-ought forwavil,
Contiibution by the females of Chester, to constitute the Kev. Mr.

Pomeroy a Life Member, - . . . ,

Individuals in Worthiugton, through Hamp. Chris. Depository,
Monthly Concert, Lee, . -,' -

Pi-oceeds of a Missionary field, cultivated by Eli Bradley, Jr. (Lee)
At a iMoiithly Concert, West Springfield, Dea. Eldridge,
The annual subscription of Dea. Stephen Carver, Egremont,

ndrew Bacon, Egremont,
, Isaac Clapp, '

'ety, Stockbridge, (1 counterfeit)
ociety, ...

Dea.
Concert of Prayer, East Haragii
Contribution from Mr. Field'

Female C
Longmeadow, by Rev. Mr, Dickinson,
"West Springfield, Hon. John Hooker, - - - .

From Prescotl, for supplies in 1824. ....
Pelham, do. . . . .

Inland Parish in West Springfiekl for 1824.
Williamsburgli, by Rev. H. Lord, - - - -

Erastus Smith and ten others in Hadley,
Donation from Dr. Ezra Starkweather, Wortliington,
Contribution, Rev. Mr. Gridley's congregation, \Viiliamstovvn5
First Parish, Springfield, Hon. John Hooker.
Prescolt, Rev. Mr. Osgood, .....
Rev. JNlr. Wright, -

315 P8

20 OC

13 00

9 00

7 00
5 62
2 00
2 00
9 56

11 75
2 25
12^3
21 as
3100
28 00
36 00
11 OO
20 oa
3 00
2140
54 00
30 oa
8 Oft

8 673.04

Contra CR.

By cash paid Rev. Mr. Prince's order, - - - - - Jgf 84 Oft

ThoriiM Boutell's do. - - - - SO OOi

Alexamter Phcenix, - - - - - 75 00

Evorder, paidRev. J. B. c!ip.non, of Gill, .... 5000
J.: rr, 37 50

(. .1, 50 0ft

Postage on Dr. CalvDi . ,, - . - - - 20

A
.Joseph H. Buck's ordjr. - '. - - - - - 23 00

Paid the Committee's onii-r for printing the Report of 1824, and for

other charges of postige, &;c. - - - - - - 23 00)

Paid Rev. Otis Lane's Older, beiiig'the sum appropriiited to Holland, - 50 00
Paid Rev. Eben. Browji's order,, being the sum appropriated to

North Wilbraham, . • . . . > . . . so OB

Balance in the hands of the Treasurer and chargeable to him on new acct. 170 34

Northampton. June 2^,1221-::. En:jii^xcepted. J.C.BATES. ;g 673 04

This account has been examined, but the Auditor having deceased, his certificate cannot be
entered.

M.

Abstract of receifds. and disbursements for the year endiiiq-

Jime 28, 1826.

DR.
Amount received from seven Life Mtmbeis iii Eastern District, - % 140 00

from sundries in Union Association, - - 485 64
from other souiees, including balanceon hand last year, 1,9S(T 61 % 2,576 2*
from a Life Member in Western District, - - 20 00 -

from other souuces in do. including balance on hand
last year, - - - .

-

CR.
Cash paid for aid of Cluirches in Eastern District,

Counttifeit bills, - - -

Incidental expenses, (prirfing Report for 1S25, &c.)
for aid of Churches in V estein District,

Incidental expenses, (piiiUing Report for 1824, &c.)
Balance in huBds of Treasurer of Eastern District,

do, do. Western District,

% 3,249 29»

* A considerable portion of this balance had been appropriated, but not called for, vhen Ihij;;,

account was closed.
;^j^,^;
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EXTRACTS FROM THE MINUTES.

The General Association of Massachusetts convened at the
Meeting House of the First Church and Society in Worces-
ter, on Tuesday June 26, 1827, at 5 o'clock, P. M. and was
called to order by the Rev. Rodney A. Miller, pastor of the
church.

The Association made choice of Rev. Samuel Osgood^
Moderator; Rev. Enoch Pond, Scribe; and Rev. Josiah Bent,
Jr. Assistant Scribe.

Certificates of delegation were then presented, from
which it appeared that the following delegates were
present.

From the Berkshire Associa-

tion,

From the Mountain Associa-

tion,

From the Franklin Associa-

tion,

From the Hampshire Central

Association,

From the Hampden Associa-

tion,

From the Brookfield Associa-

tion,

From the Worcester Central

Association,

From the Worcester North
Association,

From the Harmony Associa-
tion,

^
Rev. Gordon Dorrancfe,

i Rev. Sylvester Burt.

i Rev. Joel Wright,

( Rev. Isaiah Waters.

^
Rev. Thomas H. Wood,

I Rev. Moses Miller.

^ Rev. James Taylor,

i Rev. Jonas Colburn.

^ Rev. Samuel Osgood,

\ Rev. Baxter Dickenson.

i Rev. John Fiske,

( Rev. Munson G. Gaylord.

i Rev. John Clarke,

( Rev. John Boardman.

^
Rev. Joseph Chickering,

\ Rev. Cyrus Mann.

{ Rev. Enoch Pond,

t Rev. L. Ives Hoadlv,
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From the Andover Association, Rev. Samuel Sewall.

From the Haverhill Associa- i R,ev. Ira Ingraham,

^Jqj^ j Rev. Joseph Merrill.

From the Essex Middle Asso- i Rev. Joseph Braman,

ciation, f I^ev. Luther F. Dimmick.

Frrm the Salem and Vicinity i Rev. Ebenezer Sperry,

Association, ( Rev. Rodney G. Dennis.

_ , o. rv 11 A .• S I^ev. Lyman Beecher, D.D.
From the Suffolk Association,

^ ^^^^ Warren Fay.

From the Norfolk Associa- C Rev. Jonathan Curtis,

tion, ( Rev. Josiah Bent, Jr.

From the Old Colony Associ- i Rev. William Eaton,

ation, i Rev. Elijah Dexter.

From the Barnstable Associa- ^ Rev. Enoch Pratt,

tion, i Rev. Benjamin Woodbury.

From the General Assembly i Rev. John Chester, D. D.

of the Presbyterian Church. ( Rev. Robert G. Armstrong.

From the General Associa- S Rev. Joshua Leavitt.
tion of Connecticut, (

From the General Association {
-^^^^q

of New Hampshire, (

From the General Convention <s

^^^ j^^^^^^^ g^^^^^j^^

of Vermont, ?

From the Evangelical Conso- C -^j^^^

ciation of Rhode Island,
(

Secretary, Rev. Thomas Snell.

Minister of the place. Rev. Rodney A. Miller.

The meeting was opened with prayer by the Moderator.

Applications were received from the Middlesex Union As-

sociation, and from the Association of Taunton and vicinity,

to become connected with this body; which requests, after

due inquiry, were granted; and from the Associations the

following delegates were recorded as members,

From the Middlesex Union ^ P^-ev. David Palmer,

Association, ( Rev. George Fisher.

From the Taunton and Vicin- i Rev. Erastus Maltby.

ity Association, ( Rev. Enoch Sanford.

Messrs. Fay, Fiske and Snell were appointed a Committee
of Arrangements.



Messrs Palmer, Braman and Dorrance were appointed

a Committee to audit the Treasurer's accounts.

Messrs. Fay and Mann were appointed a Committee to

nominate delegates to foreign ecclesiastical bodies.

Voted that seasons of prayer be observed in this house on
the mornings of Wednesday and Thursday of the present

week, at 5 o'clock.

A request was received from the Rev. Howard Malcom,
agent of the American Sunday School Union, that he may
be heard before this body in behalf of said Union. Where-
upon voted to attend to the remarks of Mr. Malcom imme-
diately after the session is opened tomorrow morning.

Voted to adj!>urn, to meet in this place tomorrow morning
at 8 o'clock.

Wednesday morning, June 27, 1827. The Association

met according to adjournment, and was opened with prayer

by the Moderator.
Rev. Mr. Malcom was heard in behalf of the American

Sunday School Union; and Messrs. Armstrong, Dickenson
and Smith were appointed to consider what measures it is

expedient for this Association to take in reference to said

Union. This Committee, subsequently, reported the fol-

lowing reso'u ions, which were adopted, viz.

1. That this Association most cordially approve the ob-

ject of the American Sunday School Union; and, as its

Treasury is reported by the agent as much embarrassed, we
earnestly recommend to the members of our churches to

make their ministers members for life by the payment of
thirty dollars, and to aid in other ways the funds of the

Society.

2. That this Association highly approve the methods of
conducting Sabbath Schools recommended by the American
Union.

3. That we recommend that the Schools in our congre-

gations connect themselves with the national Union, either

directly, or through the medium of auxiliary Unions.

The Committee of Arrangements reported in part; and
their report was accepted. The Association received such

reports as could be obtained from the delegates of the last

year to foreign bodies.

Messrs. Braman, Burt, Leavitt, Armstrong and Smith
were appointed a Committee to take minutes of the narra-

tives of the state of religion, and prepare a general report.
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A request was presented from the General Conference of

Maine to be received into connexion with this Association

on the same terms as other foreign bodies. Whereupon

voted to comply with the request, and that the Committee

to nominate delegates to foreign bodies be directed to nom-

inate two delegates to that Conference.

The following question was received: "Has the Commit-

tee appointed by the General Association to certify the reg-

ular standing of ministers travelling out of the State a right

to recommend men, who have been deposed by an Associa-

tion connected with this body?;" and was answered, unani-

mously, in the negative.

Messrs. Rockwood, Hoadly and Searle, of the Harmony
Association, were appointed a Committee to prepare and re-

port a Pastoral Address for the next year.

Messrs. Crocker & Brewster, printers and booksellers

No. 47, Washington Street, Boston, were appointed agents

for the Association for the next year.

Messrs. Wisner, Fay and Green were appointed the Com-
mittee of publication for the ensuing year.

The Committee appointed by the Association of last year

to prepare and report a Pastoral Address, made their report;

which was accepted, and the address referred to the Com-
mittee of publication.

The Committee appointed the last year to report on the

subject of Ecclesiastical Councils, stated that they were not

prepared to report. Whereupon voted that the subject be

recommitted to the same Committee; and that Dr. Crane, at

his request, be excused from serving on this Committee, and

that Dr. Beecher and Humphrey, and Mr. Snell be added to

the Committee.
The Secretary in compliance with a direction of the As-

sociation of last year reported a statement of the Associa-

tions, from which delegates have been appointed to foreign

bodies, and his report was accepted.

The Committee appointed the last year on the subject of

the ordination of Evangelists were discharged from further

attention to that subject; and, after discussion, it was voted

that an Association of Congregational Ministers, acting in

their associated capacity, are authorized to ordain Evan-

gelists.

A communication was received from the General Assem-
bly of the Presbyterian Church, requesting that the plan of

intercourse between that bodv and this Association mav be



so modified, as that the delegates to each body may hereafter

be empowered to sit and deliberate only, but not to vote;*

and the subject was referred for consideration to Messrs.

Burt, Smith and Dickenson. This Committee subsequently

made the followmg report, which was adopted: That the

principles of the compact between the General Assembly
and this body have been, in their operation, productive of
much good; that there is nothing in them inconsistent with

the general design of this Association: therefore Resolved
that this body cordially invite a continuance of the friendly

intercourse hitherto sustained, on the principles already es-

tablished.

A communication was received from the General Associ-

ation of Connecticut, proposing to this Association and other

ecclesiastical bodies in New England to unite with that As-
sociation in the appointment of a Committee of conference,

to prepare a common summary of Christian doctrine as held

'^n&*^P'B|)fessed by the evangelical Congregational ministry of
New-England; said summary, when prepared, to be report-

ed to the several ecclesiastical bodies, with reference to

such ulterior measures as they may deem expedient for the

promotion of the general object of the adoption of such a

summary. The subject, after discussion, was referred to

Drs. Beecher, Packard and Codman, with instructions to

prepare a respectful and affectionate reply to the communi-
cation. This Committee subsequently made the following

report which was adopted. The Association, having taken

into consideration the request of the General Association of
Connecticut, are of opinion that although there might be
some advantages attending the experiment proposed, the

difficulties that would attend it are such as, in the view of
this body, render it inexpedient for them to unite in the ap-

pointment of the proposed Committee.

The Committee appointed to nominate delegates and
substitutes to other ecclesiastical bodies made their report,

which was accepted. The appointments were as follows.

To the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, to

meet at Philadelphia on the third Tuesday in May 1828,

Rev. Thomas Shepherd and Rev. Sylvester Holmes; Rev.
James Bradford and Rev. Josiah Clarke, their substitutes.

* When the intercourse between the General Assembly and the General Asso-
ciations in New England was commenced, it was agreed that delegates from either

body to the other should sit and deliberate; but not have the right of voting. A few
years after, in consequence of a proposition from the General Assembly, the terms
of intercourse were so altered, as to give the delegates to each body "the right of
voting



8

To the General Association of Connecticut, to meet at

on the third Tuesday in June, 1828, Rev.

Enoch Pratt and Rev. Ebenezer Porter, D. D.; Rev. Munson
Gaylord and Rev. Ira Ingraham, their substitutes.

To the Evangehcal Consociation of Rhode Island, to meet
at on the second Tuesday in June, 1828, Rev.
Elisha Rockwood and Rev. Joseph Braman: Rev. Reuben
Emerson and Rev. Samuel Osgood, their substitutes.

To the General Convention of Vermont, to meet at Mont-
pelier on the second Tuesday of September, 1827, at 2 o'

clock, P. M., Rev. Warren Fay and Rev. Jacob W. East-

man; Rev. Samuel Judson and Rev. William Eaton, their

substitutes.

To the General Association of New Hampshire, to meet
at on the first Tuesday in September, 1827,

Rev. Joseph L. Mills and Rev. Horatio Bardwell; Rev.

Samuel Gile and Rev. Cyrus Mann, their substitutes. ^
To the General <,onference of Maine, to meet at ^*« **

on the of 1828, Rev. Benjamin B. Wisner and

Rev. Mark Tucker; Rev. Erastus Maltby and Rev. John
Fiske, their substitutes.

The following brethren were appointed additional mem-
bers of the Committee for certifying the regular standing of

preachers travelling from the bounds of this Association to

other ecclesiastical bodies connected with this, or coming
from their limits to us, viz. Rev. Caleb Blake of Westford,

Rev. Ira Ingraham of Bradford,—Rev. David T. Kimball of

Ipswich, and Rev. Erastus Maltby of Taunton.*

" By a resolution of the Association of last year this Committee is to consist of

one member from each District Association. Tlie present members of the Com-
mittee are, Rev. Samuel Shepherd, D. D.. of Lenox; Rev. Jonathan L. Pomeroy,
of Worthington; Rev. Tlieophilus Packard, D«D.. of Shelburne; Rev. Mark
Tucker of Northampton; Rev. Samuel Osgood, of Springfield; Rev. iMicah Stone,

of Brookfield; Rev. John Nelson, of Leicester; Rev. Samuel Austin, D. D., of

Worcester; Rev. Cyrus Mann, of Westminster; Rev. Caleb Blake, of Westford;

Rev. Ira Ingraham, of Bradford; Rev. David T. Kimball, of Ipswich; Rev. Justin

Edwards, of Andover; Rev. Brown Emerson, of Salem; Rev. Lyman Beecher,

D. D., of Boston; Rev. John Codnian, D. D., of Dorchester; Rev. ferastus Maltby,

of Taunton; Rev. Sylvester Holmes, of New Bedford; and Rev. Enoch Pratt, of

Barnstable.
The Committee for a similar purpose of the General Assembly of the Presbyte-

rian Church are, Rev. Samuel T. ftlills, of Moscow, N. Y.; Rev. Henry Axtell,

D. D., of Geneva, N. Y.; Rev. John Chester, D. D., of Albany, N. Y.; Rev.

Thomas McAuiey, LL. D I). D.. of the city of New York; Rev. Samuel Miller.

D. D.,of Princeton, N. J.; Rev. Ashbel Green, D. D. LL. D., of Philadelphia;

Rev. Francis Herron, D D., of Pittsburgh, Pa.; Rev. James Culbertson, ofZanes-
ville, Ohio; Rev. Joseph Badger, of Gustavus, Ohio; Rev. John H. Rice, D. D.,

of Hampden, Sidney, Va.; Rev. John Brackenridge, of Baltimore, Md.; Rev. Al-

exander McEwin of Abington, Va.; Rev. John Witherspoon, of Hillsborough.

.N. C: and Rev. Benjamin M, Palmer. D. D. of Charleston. S. C.
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Voted to adjourn to this place at 2 o'clock, P. M.
At 2 o'clock, P. M., the Assosiational sermon was preach-

ed by the Rev. Samuel Sewall of the Andover Association,

,from Coll. iii 17.

After the religious services, narratives of tlie state of re-

ligion were given, in presence of the congregation, by the
delegates from the several District Associations.

The Association then, after prayers by the Moderator, ad-
journed to 8 o'clock tomorrow morning.

Thursday, June 28; the Association met according to ad-
journment, and was opened with prayer by the Moderator.
The following resolutions on the subject of temperance

were proposed and adopted, viz.

1. That we cordially approve of the object and operations

of the "American Society for the Promotion of Temperance,"
and we earnestly hope that the practice of entire absti-

nence from the use of distilled liquors will become universal.

2. That we will abstain from the use of distilled liquors

ourselves; that we will not have them used, except as a med-
icine in case of bodily infirmity, in our families; that we will

not provide them as an article of entertainment for our
friends; and that we will, in all suitable ways, discounte-

nance the use of them in the community.
Voted that this Association highly approve ofthe measures

recently adopted at Philadelphia preparatory to the organ-
ization of a national institution for promoting the formation

and prosperity of Bible Classes; and that the delegates from
the several District Associations connected with this body be
earnestly requested to comply with a former vote of the

General Association, requiring them to give, from year to

year, a full account to this body of the Bible Classes in

their limits.

The Committee appointed to audit the Treasurer's ac-

counts reported, that they had performed that duty, and
found his books correct; and that there was a balance in

the Treasury of |,'37,69; and that the assessment on each

member of the several District Associations, for the present

year he fifty cents. This report was accepted, and the re-

commendation adopted.

Voted that the next meeting of this Associarion be at

Falmouth, in the Barnstc b'e Association, at the Me,eting-

house of the Rev. Mr. Woodbury.
Voted that the Suffolk Association appoint the preacher

for the next year.

X
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Rev. Thomas Snell was unanimously re-elected Secretary

for the three ensuing years.

The Committee appointed to take minutes of the accounts

of the state of religion in the several District Associations

and prepare a general narrative, made their report, which

was accepted, and committed to the Committee of Publica-

tion, with power to make such alterations and amendments
as they may deem proper.

Voted to adjourn till immediately after the business of the

Domestic Missionary Society.

The Association having met according to adjournment,

Voted to choose a Committee of three to confer with the

Massachusetts Missionary Society on the subject of the

terms on which a delegation from that Society shall be an-

nually sent to and received by this Association, as proposed

in the terms of union recently agreed upon between that So-

ciety and the Domestic Missionary Society of Massachusetts.

Dr. Codman and Messrs. Storrs and Cogswell were appointed

said Committee.
Rev. Dr. Hyde was appointed to preach before the Asso-

ciation the next year on the subject of Domestic Missions,

and Dr. Beecher his substitute; and the Secretary directed

to notify them of their appointment.

Messrs. Fay and Wisner were appointed a Committee to

designate persons to officiate in the administration of the

Lord's Supper this afternoon.

Adjourned till the close of the public services in the

afternoon.

After the annual sermon before the Domestic Missionary

Society in the afternoon^ the Association united with the

members of that Society, and with a large number of Min-
isters and Christians from W^orcester and vicinity and from

different parts of the country, in celebrating the Lord's

Supper.

At the close of the religious services the Association re-

sumed their business.

Voted that the thanks of this body be presented to the

First Religious Society in Worcester for the use of their

house of worship on this occasion; and also to them and to

other citizens of this place, for their attention and hospital-

ity to the members of the Association during their present

meeting.
The scribe then read his record of the proceedings of the

Association, and it was voted to accept the same as a cor-
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rect account of the doings of this body, and that it be trans-
mitted to the Committee of Publication.
The Association then united in singing a hymn with the

Christian Doxology, and in a prayer offered at the request
of the Moderator, by the Rev. Mr. Fay; and adjourned
sme die. Samuel Osgood, Moderator. f

Enoch Pond, Scribe.

JosiAH Bent, Jr. Assistant Scribe,



NARRATIVE OF THE STATE OF RELIGION.

This Narrative, it is expected, will be read to each Church and

Congregation in Massachusetts in connexion with the General As-

sociation, by the Minister or some other suitable person.

IjN' the prosperity of Zion, the friends of Christ are

deeply interested. The General Association of Mas-

sachusetts exhibits its report of the state of religion

within its bounds, at this time, with peculiar emotion.

We have occasion for gratitude, and for humiliation.

God has nourished and brought us up as children;

and we have rebelled against him.

The state of things within the limits of this body

was never niMre interesting than at present. The
churches in our connexion are nearly all in a state of

peace; and many of them are rejoicing in the special

presence and grace of the Holy Spirit. In some sec-

tions of our country error may be abounding and the

love of many waxing cold; but here, blessed be God!,

the interests of truth are decidedly advancing, the

preached gospel is attended with the Holy Ghost sent

down from heaven, and multitudes of souls are con-

verted to God.

Most of the churches connected with this Associa-

tion are supplied with pastors. A few have, in the

course of the last year, been vacated, and several have

been furnished. Religious instruction, and Christian

fellowship, and a spirit of prayer and of persevering

effort, have been promoted. The Monthly Concert,

i
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Sabbath Schools, Bible Classes and Benevolent In-

stitutions, are flourishing.

In the Berkshire Association a season of uncom-
mon favour has been enjojed. From their minutes it

appears that more extensive revivals have prevaih'd

than .'ver before. But a small proportion of the fruits

of these revivals have as jet made a profession of re-

ligion, viz. in Richmond, about fortj; in Stockbridge

South, about as many, and in Lenox, one hundred.

Of the seventeen hundred who have indulged hope,

are persons of all ages and descriptions. Manj have

embraced Christ during this revival v'v ho, in previous

refreshings, have onlj hardened their hearts. The
work is still advancing with power.

The Mountain Association has also been visited

from on high; and in several of its parishes numbers

are rejoicing in the hope of eternal life, and manj are

inquiring what they must do to be saved.

There are in the Franklin Association some special

tokens for good. Error is very evidently declining

and truth advancing; and, in some places, sinners are

turning unto the Lord.

The Hampshire Central Association is deprived, at

this time, of the labours of several ministers in the

prime of life, by bodily disease. May God restore

them, speedily, to health and usefulness. In several

societies within the limits of this Association, the con-

vincing and converting influences of the Spirit have

been copiously poured out.

In the Hampden and in the Brookfield Associations

a few of the towns have, during the past year, enjoy-

ed a measure of special divine influence. In the lat-

ter Association, about four hundred have been added

to the churches.

In the Worcester Central Association the Lord has

been abundantly gracious in indulging some of the

churches with tokens of his favour. We bless his
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name, that he is here so evidently carrying on his

work.

The Harmony Association has a full supply of min-
isters, and iu one of its congregations there is at this

time a precious revival.

In the Haverhill and in the Andover Associations

God is wonderfully blessing and building up Zion, in

the establishment of new churches and in the settle-

ment over them of evangelical pastors, and in adding

to all the churches such as, we hope, will be saved.

In the Middlesex Union, Essex Middle, and Nor-
folk Associations, and in that of Salem and vicinity,

the state of religion is more than usually interesting.

In some of their congregations there are revivals, and
in several others God is graciously beginning to work
like himself in bringing souls into his kingdom.

In the Old Colony Association, in several places,

particularly in Plymouth, after a season of great spir-

itual dearth, God is again causing the wilderness to

be glad, and the desert to rejoice and blossom as the

rose.

In the Barnstable and Worcester North Associa-

tions, and in that of Taunton and vicinity a similar

state of things exists. God is quickening his people,

and converting sinn rs, and repairing the desolations

of Zion.

In the Suffolk Association there are thirteen

churches, ten of which are now enjoying the special

influences of the Spirit, graciously lengthening the

cords and strengthening the stakes of Zion. Many
have been added to the churches, and many more have,

hopefully, been brought out of darkness into marvel-
lous light. Several new places of public worship
have recently been built, or are now building. The
revival, which began more than a year ago, still con-

tinues. May the Lord still prosper this glorious work,
till the metropolis of New England, and all the region
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round about, jea this whole land, shall be filled with

the knowledge and glorj of the Lord, as the waters

cover the sea.

It is also a subject of congratulation, that God has

mercifully visited, and is now blessing, our colleges,

at Williamstown and Aniheist, with the effusions of

his Spirit, and that more than lorty in each institution

have, during the past year, hopefully experienced a

change of heart.

The interesting intelligence communicated to the

Association by the delegates of other ecclesiastical

bodies in connexion with this has greatly increased

the joy excited by the communications made at our

present meeting, and added to our obligations to mag-
nify the riches of divine grace.

B' On the whole, the prospeci which is opening before

the American churches calls for a deep and solemn

expression of our gratitude and praise to Him who
has done all these great things for us. We would
unite, and call on all the churches we represent to

unite with us, in exclamiing, "Not unto us, O Lord,

not unto us, but unto thy name, give glory, for thy

mercy and thy truth's sake. Wherefore should the

enemy say. Where is now their God? Our God is in

the heavens; he hath done whatsoever he hath pleas-

ed. O Israel, trust thou in the Lord; he is your Help
and your Shield. The Lord hath been mindful of us;

he w'ill bless us. The Lord shall increase you more
and more, you and your children. Ye are blessed of

the Lord, which made heaven and earth."



This address, it is expected, will be read to each church, by its pastor, or some
other suitable person.

Christian Brethren,
Never has our anniversaiy presented greater

occasion for gratitude to the Head of the church, for

the distinguished blessings which have been richly

shed on our Zion. The Most High has been bowing
the heavens, and coming down bj his spirit, to dwell

with men. The present, in a manner unparalleled

since the time of the apostles, is an age of revivals,

—

a period when multitudes are returning to Zion with

songs, and everlasting joj upon rheir heads. The
Lord has heard their cries, and visited his people. The
displays of his power and grace have often disarmed

opposition, silenced the cavils of the Infidel, and caus-

ed the most stubborn prejudice and unbelief to ac-

knowledge, concerning the friends of the Redeemer,
that God w^as with them of a truth. While we re-

cognize, with devout thankfulness, the hand of the

Lord in these events, we would remember, with deep

solicitude, the numerous places on which no rain nor

dew of the Spirit has descended, which are withering

under the influence of error, or slumbering under the

beams of the Sun of righteousness.
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The glorious things, which are spoken of Zion, can-
not be fully accomplished, until the. cloud of mercy
shall have ascend( d over all her towers, and come
down with refreshing upon all the heritage of Jacob;
until the purifying influence of religion shall have in-

creased and overspread the whole earth. The Spirit

is to be poured out upon all flesh; the Holy Ghost is

to reprove the luorld of sin; and the result will be, the

universal triumph of the church and the day of mil-

lennial glory. To revivals of religion we look for this

consummation, whether they are carried on in the

conversion of individuals, or in more copious showers
of grace, yielding their hundreds of trophies to re-

deeming love.

No subject can be presented of greater importance,

and you will permit us to address you. Brethren, par-

ticularly on THE MEANS OF PROMOTING REVIVALS OF
RELIGION, AND THE MOTIVES TO ENGAGE IN THIS
MOMENTOUS WORK.
Much depends on the ardor and increase of person-

al piety. Nothing is more obvious than the nece. sity

of holy zeal in those who would be instrumental in

arousing others to the important concerns of their sal-

vation. They whose hearts do not glow with the

love of Jesus, who have not had their own souls re-

freshed from the presence of the Lord, can do nothing

effectual towards reviving religion in others. Pre-
paration must he made in the church for the coming
of the Lord. She must cultivate a spirit of humility, of

faith, of deep and fervent piety. Worldliness must give

way to spirituality, and a conformity to the will of God,
and diligent efforts to reach the highest degree of moral

excellence.

Prayer is a powerful means to be employed in pro-

moting the salvation of men. The promises of God,
and facts exhibited in the divine government, show his

people that, whenever they become importunate, unit-

3
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ed, and persevering in prayer for the effusion of the

Holy Spirit, the blessing will be granted. It is one,

which the great Head of the church delights lo be-

stow, and. which waits on their believing, fervent

requests. Impotent and unworthy as believers are in

themselves, the gracious purposes of God have as-

signed to their prayers an influence to which no limits

can be affixed. Let days of humiliation accompany

their intercessions, and let these be fervent and im-

portunate; and while they are pleading, they will find

occasion to inquire with surprise, "Who are these that

fly as a cloud, and as the doves to their windows."

Discipline in the churches is essential to their enjoy-

ing the reviving presence and agency of the blessed

Spirit. How many portions of Zion have mourned

and languished, how many have been deserted of the

Comforter, and left as the heath in the desert, for their

neglect of discipline! While nothing was done to re-

move those who w ere spots in their feasts of charity,

who were feeding themselves without fear, the Spirit

was grieved, and the door shut against the Savicur.

What fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteous-

ness? and what concord halh Christ with Belial? Can
the holy One of Israel dwell with allowed sin? Can
the Messenger of consolation and hope take up his

abode amidst the corruptions of vice and offences which
even an unbelieving world condemns? Special divine

influences are not to be expected among those who
suffer sin on their brethren, who do not labor strenu-

ously to maintain purity in the church. There must

be a meek and humble, yet firm and decided, resolu-

tion to support the laws of Christ in his visible king-

dom. There must be persevering efforts to recover

delinquents from the snare into which they have fallen,

to maintain the spiritual health of the body of Christ,

and take away from it every thing whereby a brother

stumbleth, or is offended, or is made weak. For want



19

of such efforts, the sacred enclosures of the church have
often been broken down, the unbelieving world has

come in to polhite her holy ordinances, the few who
loved the Lord Jesus have been fed with the bread of

tears, God has hid his face from them, and the dew of
heaven has been withheld from refreshing their souls.

Revivals of religion will not be enjoyed without a
steady adherence to the great truths of the gospel, and
vigorous support of the institutions by which these

are most successfully inculcated. Divine truth is

the medium by which the converting energies of the

Holy Spirit are conveyed to the consciences and
hearts of men. The more clearly and powerfully

the humbling doctrines of the gospel are exhibited

and enforced, the greater prospect there is that they

will be rendered successful by a special divine influ-

ence. Where prevailing popular errors are substitu-

ted in their place, spiritual deadness pervades society,

and nothing is seen better than a cold and heartless

morality, resulting in a rank and luxuriant growth of

impiety and infidelity. Divine truth is the instrument

by which the cause of God must be advanced, and

to this must his people adhere, with a firmness of pur-

pose, which can yield to.no difficulties, and will refuse

no sacrifices. They must be willing to hazard all

consequences in the support and diffusion of the great

doctrines of the gospel, knowing that on these rests

. the hope of a fallen world. God has usually blessed

I
his people in proportion as they have manifested an

' uncompromising regard for his truth. Conversions

were multiplied wherever the apostle to the Gentiles

went with this noble purpose, "I am ready not to be

bound only, but also to die—for the name of the

Lord Jesus." Luther, Knox, and other reformers of

I

the sixteenth century came forward with a resolution

to sacrifice all in supporting the great principles of the

;, gospel, and the hand of the Lord wrought with them;
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his work revived and was carried on gloriously;

and the light of that day is still increasing. The dis-

ciples of Jesus are to contend earnestly for the faith

once delivered to the saints, and pursue with vigor,

measures for inculcating its transforming truths,

xlmong these measures besides the stated ministrations

of the word, Bible classes and Sabbath Schools hold a

conspicuous place. Many, who are already in heaven,

and still more who are advancing to the mansions of

bliss, will hail these institutions as the means of their

conversion and salvation. But have not Bible Classes,

the favored means on which heaven has smiled, been

suffered to languish in many of our churches for want

of aid to the pastors in supporting them? Have not min-

isters been left to mourn, that so few, even of families

enlisted under the banners of Immanuel, could be

persuaded to receive the benefits of biblical instruction?

Have not those, who might have become wise unto

salvation in the Bible Class, been unnecessarily de-

tained or discouraged from attending? And how many
thousands might have been taught in Sabbath Schools,

and received impressions of divine truth, lasting as

eternity, had the professed followers of Christ done

what they could to promote these institutions. They
are eminently the beauty of Zion and the glory of the

age; and small is the hope that religion will be revived

where they are neglected, or have but a feeble and
wavering support.

Seasons of refreshing are to be sought by cultiva-

ting a benevolent spirit. The cause of benevolence,

is the cause of God, and he will bless those who are

engaged in its advancement. In watering others,

they will be watered; and in sowing bountifully, they

shall reap bountifully. Do not facts abundantly

testify, that the most extraordinary displays of divine

grace have been witnessed in those places which have

contributed most liberally for the diffusion of Christian
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Jight and knowledge among the nations of the earth?

Their pious offerings have returned into their ow n bos-

oms, with a rich increase of spiritual treasure. The
mighty Redeemer, going forth to victory, has reward-
ed his friends for all their privations; he has opened the

windows of heaven, and poured them out blessings,

until there has been scarcely room to receive them.
He claims all the resources of his church to accom-
plish his glorious designs; and the more his people

are engaged to do for him, the more they will witness

the trophies of his grace, and rejoice in hearing the

song of praise ascending from thousands emancipated
from sin, and brought into the liberty of the sons of

God. Christian benevolence is to unite the followers

of the La nb in one great and glorious enterprise;

to bring them to ftcl ilmi thcj are the disciples of

one Lord; to convince them that their interests and
hopes are one, and to prepare them, by mutual love,

to rejoice together in the universal reign of Immanuel.
He will go forth in the power of his Spirit to revive

his work, fast as they are thus prepared to receive

the blessing.

Engage then, dear brethren, with one accord and
with all your hearts in promoting the great designs

of God in the earth. Do you want motives? Con-
siderations of unspeakable moment urge themselves

on your attention from every qnarter.

Revivals of religion must be multiplied, or thousands

and tens of thousands now living in their sins, will go
down to the pit, who might become heirs of eternal

glory. Amidst the throng who are in the broad road,

you see some of your beloved children, or companions,

or neighbors; and enlarging your views, you behold

millions in the dusky regions of death, hastening to

perdition. With what intense emotions should you
look on those who are near, and who are afar off, and
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plead for the Holy Spirit to renew and save them from

eternal ruin?

The safety and enlarijement of the church depend

on revivals of religion. Without them, if her exist-

ence should be perpetuated, her ordinances would be-

come lifeless forms, her doors would be open to the

enemies of the cross of Christ, and she would soon be

a community of mere worldly, unsanctified men. Un-
der the influence of heaven, Zion appears as a city,

that is compact together; God is in the midst of her,

stretching forth the curtains of her habitations, and

creating upon all her dwelling places a cloud of smoke
by day, and the shining of a flame of fire by night.

Her walls become salvation and her gates praise.

The hosts of the Redeemed are marshalled under the

banners of the Priuct^ of [jeact:, and advance to new
conquests strengthened by his power. Is there a time in

the divine counsels, when the church shall embrace

all nations and kindreds of the earth; when every

other distinction shall be lost in that of Christian, and

the responsive song of redeeming love shall be heard

in every land? This universal triumph of the Gospel

must be the result of a divine influence shed down in

revivals of religion. O, then give to the means by

which these are promoted, your unwearied diligence,

and the full strength of your affections.

The glory of God demands that his work be reviv-

ed. His attributes shone with distinguished lustre

from the cross; and there is a fresh exhibition of them

in every renewed soul. Justice and mercy are illus-

triously displayed in the ma ner in which sinners are

delivered from the curse of the law; holiness and

truth are seen preparing them for immortal blessed-

ness, and matchless love triumphs over the hearts of

its enemies. What an honor to the Eternal is the re-

turn of his revolted subjects, to throw themselves at his

feet, to confess their guilt, to commence a course of



holy obedience, and to spend the ages of immortality
in his delightful service? If the glory of God should
be the first wish of your hearts, wiih what ardor and
constancy should you labor to promote these blessed
effects?

The Holy Spirit is ready to second all your endeav-
ors, and to crown them with complete success. He is

carrying home the simple declaration of truth from
the lips of the sabbath school teacher to the hearts of
children and youth and making them wise unto salva-

tion. He is descending at the agonizing cry of the

pious father and mother in behalf of their beloved
offspring. He comes down to cheer the dear mission-
ary of the cross with a rich harvest of souls in the

midst of Pagan darkness. He is shedding a heavenly
influence on the shores of the Mediteranean, the isl-

ands of the Pacific, the plains of India, and the sav-

age tribes of the wilderness. He is descending with
a, healing power upon our seminaries of learning.

He is saying to our churches, "Arise, shine, for thy

light is come." How much has every Christian to

excite him to the work, which has Omnipotence em-
ployed in its advancement? Who will remain inac-

tive in a day like this?

Dear Brethren, why may there not be a revival

throughout all our churches before our next anniver-

sary? and why may we not then have occasion for

thanksgiving and praise for so glorious a display of

sovereign grace? Let every individual resolve, that

a general effusion of the Holy Spirit shall not be

withholden, for the want of his most agonizing prayers

and efforts; and there is reason to believe, that every

city and village will become the theatre of divine op-

erations. Contemplate our need of a work so moment-
ous. See the tide of error as yet only beginning to

roll back its waves; the churches still groaning under

their invaded rights; the jeopardy in which are plac-
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ed the dearest privileges your fathers purchased with
their blood: then arouse to action, every disciple of
Jesus. View the souls exposed to death: and shall

they endure ages of wrath, because you would not

firmly resolve, that "For Zion's sake, you would not

hold your peace, and for Jerusalem's sake you would
not rest; until the righteousness thereof go forth as

brightness, and the salvation thereof as a lamp that

burneth."

Look to the redeemed before the throne; see the

joy which shall forever thrill their hearts, and the

glory which they shall forever render the Lamb, who
was slain; and then say, who shall be wanting in that

happy throng, through your negligence? Let heaven
behold the church unitedly prostrate before her King;

and her light will break forth as the morning, her health

will spring forth speedily. "Ye that make mention
of the Lord, keep not silence; and give him no rest,

till he establish, and till he make Jerusalem a praise

in the earth."



ABSTRAOT OF STATXSTZCAZ. REFO&TS.

The following are the churches, pastors, and numbers of communicants in the several

Associations united in the General Association, as reported at its session in June

1827. The numbers of communicants given are, in all cases, on the 1st of Jan. 1827.

BERKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.

Churches.



Churches.

Goshen,
Hinsdale,
Middlefield,
Norwich,
Plainfield,

Peru,
Worthington,
Washington,

26

Pastors.

Joel Wright,
William A. Hawley,
Jonathr.i! Nash,
Ruggles Woodbridge,
Moses Hallock,
Joseph M. Brewster,
Jonathan L. Ponieroy,
No pastor,

Communicants.

Males. Females. Total

20 30 50
38 64 102
30 62 92
Not reported.
46 73
38 55
65 107
17 33

362 671 1,033

FRANKLIN ASSOCIATION.

Ashtield,
Barnardstown,
Buckland,
Charlemont,
Greenfield, First Church,
Gi'eenfield, Sec. Church,
Gill,

Hawley, Second Church,
Conway,
Shelburne,
Heath,
Halifax,
Colerain,
Hawley, First Church,

Thomas Shepard,
No pastor,
Benjamin F. Clark,
Wales Tileston,
No pastor,

Fowler,
No pastor.

79 140 219
Not reported.
53 117 170

Not reported.

Crosby, " "

Theophilus Packard,D.D. •'

Moses Miller, 72 126 198
Tliomas H. Wood, 54 63 117
No pastor. Not I'eported.

Jonathan Grout, " "

258 446 704

HAMPSHIRE CENTRAL ASSOCIATION.

Hatfield,

Northampton,
Westhampton,
Easthampton,
Southampton,
Granby, West Church,
Granby, East Church,
Amherst, First Church,
Amherst, Second Church,
Amherst, South Church,
Williamsburgh,
Sunderland,
Montague,
Hadley,
South Hadley,
Belchertown,

5 Joseph Lyman, D. D.
I J. B. Waterbury,
Solomon Williams,
Enoch Hale,
Payson Williston,
Vinson Gould,

Gridley,
Chester Chapin,
Royal ' ash burn,
Nathan Perkins,
Horace B. Chapin,
Henry Lord,
James l^aylor,
Aaron Gates,
John Woodbridge, D.D.
Artemas Bois,
Lyman Coleman,

Not
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Churches. Pastors. Communicants.

Males. Females. Total.

Leverett, Jonas Colburn, 59 54 93
Whateley, "v\ ells, Not reported.
South Deerfield, No pastor, " "

660 1,134 1,794

HAMPDEN ASSOCIATION.

No report. '

BROOKFIELD ASSOCIATION.

Brimfield, Joseph Vaill, 70 161 231
Weston, Munson C. Gaylord, 53 83 136
Sturbridge, Ah an Bond, 42 120 162
Palmer, No pastor. 51 109 160
Spencer, Levi Packard, 22 99 121
Brookfield, South Church, Micah Stone, Not reported.
Brookfield, West Church, Foote, " "

North Brookfield, Thomas S ;ell,
" "

New Braintree, John Fiske, " "

Southbridge, J. Park, •' "

238 572 810

This Association is said in the remarks which accompanied the
statistical report to contain fourteen cliurches; not even the names,
however, of any more than the above were reported to the General
Association.

WORCESTER CENTRAL ASSOCIATION.

Oxford, Ebenezer Newhall, 132
West Boylston, John Boardman, 117
Leicester, John Nelson, 85
Shrewsbury, George Allen, 160
Worcester^ First Church, Rodney A.. Miller, 142
Hoiden, Horatio Bardwell, 250
Rutland, Josiah Clarke, 193

Hubbardstown, Samuel Gay, 130

Boylston, Samuel Russell, 100

Paxion, Gaius Conant, 60

1,369

HARMONY ASSOCIATION.

Nortlibridge, John Crane, D. D. Not reported.

Uxbridge, Samuel Judson, 16 54 70

Millbury, Joseph GofFe, 84 128 212
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Churches.
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ASSOCIATION OF SALEM AND VICINITY.

Churches.

Salem, South Church,
Salem, Tabernacle Ch.
Marblehead, First Ch.
Beverly, Second Church,
Beverly, ThinL Chut ch,
Danvers, Fn st Church,
Danvers, Second Church,
Lynn, First Church,
Gloucester, Sandy Bay,
Manchester,
Essex,
Wenhann,
Hamilton,
Topsfield,

Pastors,

Brown Emerson,
John P. Cleaveland,
Samuel Dana,
Ebenezer Poor,
David Oliphant,
Milton P. Braman,
No pastor,

Otis Rockwood,
David Jewett,
Samuel M. Emerson,
Robert Crowell,
Ebenezer B. Sperry,
Joieph B. Felt,

Rodney G. Dennis,

Comrmmicants.

Males. Feiiiaics. Total.

58 215 '2.7o

Not reported.
32 174 206
8 30 38

58 145 203
30 75 105

Not reported.
13 45 58
12 56 68
Not reported,

7 41 48
32 53 85
14 41 55
11 42 53

275 917 1,192

SUFFOLK ASSOCIATION.

Old South Church, Boston,
Park St. Church,
Union Church, "

Hanover Church, "
Green Street, "

South Boston,
First Ch., Charlestown,
First Church, Dt dham,
South Church, Dedham,
First Church, Newton,
Second Church, Newton,
Trinitarian Ch. Waltham,
Second Chuixh, Medford,

Benjamin B. Wisner,
Edward Beecher,
Samuel Green,
Lyman Beerher, D. D.
William Jenks, D. D,
No pastor,

Warren Fay,
Ebenezer Burgess,
William Cogswell,
Jonathan Homer, D. D.
William Greenough,
Sewel] Harding,
Aaron Warner,

63
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ASSOCIATION OF TAUNTON AND VICINITY.

Churches.

Berkley,
Ravnham,
Miildleboro,' Second Ch.

Third Ch.
Taunton, Trinitarian Ch.

" West Church,
Fall River,
Rehoboth,
Assonet,

Pastors.

Thomas Andros,
Enoch Sanford,
John Shaw,
Philip Colby,
Erastus Maitby,
Alvan Cobb,
Thomas M. Smith,
ISo pastor,

Communicants.

Males. Females. Total.

30 8U 110
22 75 97
9 30 39

Not reported.
47 100 147
Not reported.
11 29 40

Not I'eported.

119 314 433

OLD COLONY ASSOCIATION.

Rochester, 1st and 4th Chs.
Plymouth, Third Church,

" Fourth Church,
Plympton,
New Bedford,
Fail haven,
Middleboro', First Church,
Dartmouth,
Wareham,
Rochester, West Church,
Plymouth, Second Church,

Oliver Cobb,
F. Freeman,
B. Whitmore,
E. Dexter,
Sylvester Holmes,
William Gould,
William Eaton,
Jonathan King,

39
19

45
50
7
60
23

107
76

56
100
7

140
55

146
95
93
101
150
14

200
78

Heminenway, Not reported.
No report.

877

Sandwich, First Church,
Yarmouth,
Orleans, First Church,
Dennis, North Church, .

" South Church,
Falmouth, First Church,

" Second Church,
Chatham,
W^est Barnstable,
Welfleet,
Nantucket,
Marshpee,

PABLE ASSOCIATION.
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Scribe or delegates of their Association. Not a single return was in all respects

complete. Several of them were strangely defective and inaccurate. The trou-

ble which is thus occasioned to the Publishing Committee is very great; and yet

it is wholly unnecessary, for how very easy would it b^ for each minister to malie

a complete return to his Association, and then for complete returns to be made by

all the particular Associations? Can a minister answer it to his conscience to

occasion, by his n< gligence, so much labour, and such a waste of time, by those of

his brethren to whom the work ot making out a general abstract of the statistical

reports shall be committed by the General Association?
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EXTRACTS FROM THE MINUTES.

The General Association of Massachusetts convened at the
Meeting House of the First Church and Society in Fal-
mouth, on Tuesday June 24, 182S, at 5 o'clock P. M. and
was called to order by the Rev. Benjamin Woodbury, Pastor
of the church.

The Association made choice of the Rev. Nathan Perkins,

as Moderator; Rev. L. F. Dimmick, Scribe; and the P^ev.

Jonathan Bigelow, Assistant Scribe.

Certificates of delegation were then presented, from
which it appeared that the following delegates were
present.

From the Berkshire Associa- ( Rev. Alvan Hyde, D. D.
tion, i Rev. Henry B. Hooker.

From the Mountain Association, Rev. Joseph M. Brewster.

From the Franklin Association, Rev. Wales Tileston.

From the Hampshire Central ( tj^ at +i, n i
•

. . ^.
^

< Rev. JNathan Perkms.
Association (

From the Hampden Associa- ( Rev. Reuben S. Hazen,
tion, (. Rev. Dorus Clark.

From the Brookfield Associa- < Rev. Joseph I. Foote,

tion, (.
Rev. Parsons Cooke.

From the Worcester Central... ^ None.
Association.

From the Harmony Associa- ( -jyT

tion, (

From the Worcester North C t) ai -nu-n-
. • ^. < Rev. Alonzo Phillips.
Association, (

^

From the Andover Association, Rev. Freegrace Reynolds.



From the Haverhill Associa- ( Rev. Dudley Phelps,

tion, ( Rev. Ira Ingraham.

From the Essex Middle Associa
, Rev. L. F. Dimmick.

tion, (

^Td Vickikyf
'^'''" ""^ ^^^'"^

1
^'^- -^^'^P^ ^' ^"^*-

From the Suffolk Association, j
^^^- LF"^"^^^^^^^^'^-^.

( Rev. JLbenezer Burgess.

T? *!, AT r II A • *• S Rev. John Codman, D. D.Irom the Norfolk Association, < t> t ,, ol i i
' ( Kev. Luther Sheldon.

From the Old Colony Associa- ^ Rev. Jonathan Bigelow,

tion, } Rev. Joshua Barrett.

From the Barnstable Associa- ( Rev. David L. Hunn, '

tion, ( Rev. Nathaniel Cogswell.

From the Association of Taun- ( Rev. Philip Colby,

ton and Vicinity, ( Rev. Alvan Cobb.

From the Middlesex Union As- ( Rev. Phillips Payson,

sociation, ( Rev. Samuel H. Tolman.

From the General Assembly of ( Rev. Elisha P. Svi'ift,

Presbyterian Church, ( Rev. Charles W. Nassau.

From the General Association C t» t t • t
r- /-, .• . <, Rev. Isaac Lewis, Jr.

ot Connecticut, (
'

From the Evangelical Consocia- ^ Rev. William H. Smith,

tion of Pi,hode Island, ( Rev. Henry Wight, D. D.

From the General Convention
of Congregational and Pres- < Rev. Alexander Lovell,

byterian ministers in Ver- ( Rev. Charles White,
mont.

From the General Association ( -^

of New Hampshire, I

From the General Conference ( t, t ^, r<^^„..,^ii

of Maine, ^
Rev. Jonathan Cogswell.

Secretary, Rev. Thomas Snell.

Minister of the place, Rev. Benjamin Woodbury.
The Meeting was opened with prayer by the Moderator.

Messrs. Codman, Nassau, and Sheldon, were appointed a

Committee of Arrangements.
Messrs. Burgess, Colby, and Foote, were appointed a

Committee to audit the Treasurer's accounts.

Messrs. Beecher, Reynolds, and Codman, were appointed

a Committee to nominate delesates to Foreign bodies.

.
'-?:..



Voted, that seasons of prayer be observed in this house
Wednesday and Thursday mornings of this week at 5
o'clock.

Voted, that we adjourn to meet in this place tomorrow
morning at S o'clock. Prayer by the Moderator. Adjourned.

Wednesday, June 25. The Association met at 8 o'clock
A. M. according to adjournment, and was opened with
prayer by the Moderator.

Messrs. Hunn, Cogswell, and Fish, were appointed a Com-
mittee to prepare and report a Pastoral Address for the en-
suing year.

Messrs. Crocker & Brewster of Boston, were appointed
agents for the Association the ensuing year.

Messrs. Burgess, Wisner, and Fay, were appointed a

Committee of publication.

Messrs. Cooke, Swift, Colby, Lovell, and Ingraham, were
appointed a Committee to take minutes and prepare a Re-
port of the state of religion.

Messrs. Hyde and Beecher were appointed a Committee
to prepare a resolution to be adopted by this body in rela-

tion to the intercourse between the General Association

and the Massachusetts Missionary Society.

Voted, That the Committee on the subject of Ecclesiasti-

cal Councils, be discharged from the further consideration of

that subject.

Reports were received from delegates appointed last

year to attend several Ecclesiastical Bodies in correspond-

ence with us, which Reports were accepted.

Voted, That the minutes of this Association be hereafter

sent to the individual members of the Associations connect-

ed with this Body by mail: and that the chairman of the

Committee of publication be requested to furnish a list of

the names required to our agents in Boston.

Voted, That the Harmony Association be requested to

appoint the preacher for the next year.

The following persons were appointed Delegates to the

several Ecclesiastical Bodies in correspondence with us.

Viz.

To the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church,

Rev. James Bradford, and Rev. Josiah Clark, as primaries;

Rev. Lyman Beecher, D. D. and Pvev. Daniel Huntington, as

substitutes.

To the General Association of Connecticut, Rev. Munson

C. Gaylord and Rev. Ebenezer Porter, D. D. as primaries;
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Rev. Joseph B. Felt, and Rev. David T. Kimball, as sub-

stitutes.

To the Evangelical Consociation of Rhode-Island, Rev.
Reuben Emerson and Rev. Samuel Osgood, as primaries;

Rev. Ebenezer Burgess and Rev. Ebenezer Gay, as sub-

stitutes.

To the General Convention of Vermont, Rev. Samuel Jud-

son and Rev. William Eaton, as primaries; Rev. T. M. Coo-
ley and Rev. Luther Sheldon, as substitutes.

To the General Association of New Hampshire, Rev.
Samuel Gile and Rev. Cyrus Mann, as primaries; Rev. Rich-

ard S. Storrs and Rev. Philip Colby, as substitutes.

To the General Conference of Maine, Rev. Erastus Maltby
and Rev. John Fisk, as primaries; Rev. Jonathan Bigelow
and Rev. L. F. Dimmick, as substitutes.

Voted, That the minutes of this body, forwarded to the

General Association of Connecticut, be hereafter according

to their request sent by mail, under the direction of the

Publishing Committee.
Voted, That this body appoint a committee to report dur-

ing the present session, what measures we ought to adopt
for the purpose of promoting the better observance of the

Sabbath. And,
That Messrs. Beecher, Codman, Foote, Hyde and Clark,

be that Committee.
Voted, That the receipts and expenditures of the Asso-

ciation, with the state of the Treasury, be published each
year in connexion with the minutes of this body.

The Committee on the subject of intercourse between
the Massachusetts Missionary Society and this body, re-

ported, That on the 2Sth of June 1827, the General Associa-

tion, acting as the Domestic Missionary Society, resolved

that it is expedient that the Massachusetts Missionary Soci-

ety and the Domestic Missionary Society of Massachusetts

be formed into one Society with the name and under the

charter of the Massachusetts Missionary Society: and that

the United Society be connected with the American Home
Missionary Society: It being understood that the Massachu-
setts Missionary Society confine itself primarily to domestic
missions in the State; that it become Auxiliary to the Home
Missionary Society to aid in the collection of funds, the

surplus of which, after supplying our ovm wants, be paid

over to the Treasurer of the Home Missionary Society:



That an annual sermon be preached before the General

Association on the subject of missions, and a collection

taken; the preacher to be appointed by this body:

That Delegates be sent to the Association from the Mas-
sachusetts Missionary Society on such terms as may here-

after be agreed upon:
In view of the preceding facts the Committee recommend

that the Massachusetts Missionary Society be invited to ap-

point annually three delegates to sit as members in this

body: and that a similar number of delegates from the As-

sociation be permitted to sit as members in the annual meet-

ing of the Massachusetts Missionary Society; and that the

Society lay before the Association annually a report of their

doings.

Voted, That the above report be accepted.

The Committee appointed to audit the Treasurer's ac-

counts, having attended to the duty assigned them, reported

that they find his books correct, with a balance in the

treasury of f43,03. The Committee recommended that an

assessment of fifty cents be made on each member of the

several Associations to defray the ordinary expenses of the

General Association.

The Committee appointed last year to prepare and re-

port a pastoral Address, made their R,eport: which was ac-

cepted and adopted as the Pastoral Address of this body to

the churches with which we are in connexion; and com-
mitted to the Committee of publication.

Voted, To adjourn to the close of the public services in

the afternoon.

At 2 o'clock P. M. the Sermon before the Association

was preached by the Rev. Dr. Beecher, from Numbers
xxiii. 23.

After the public services. Narratives were given of the

state of relio-ion within our bounds, and within the bounds

of the bodies in correspondence with us.

Before the narratives were completed, voted. That the re-

mainder be deferred till tomorrow morning.

Voted, That Messrs. Phillips and Payson have liberty to

be absent after the close of this evening's session.

Voted, That Messrs. Swift and Nassau have leave of

absence, if they find it expedient, after the close of this

evening's session.

Voted, That Messrs. Lewis and Wight have leave of

absence, if they find it expedient, after this evening's ses-

sion.



8

A motion was received in the words following, viz. Re-
solved, that the rule, No. 28, in the By-laws of this Associ-

ation respecting the compensation of delegates to the Gen-
eral Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, be rescinded.

Voted, That this motion be read again tomorrow.

Voted to adjourn till tomorrow morning at 8 o'clock.

Prayer by the Moderator, and adjourned.

Thursday morning, June 26. The Association met at 8

o'clock according to adjournment, and was opened with

prayer by the Moderator.
The remaining narratives of the state of religion were

received.

The Committee appointed to take minutes, and prepare

a report of the state of religion, made their Report, which

was re-committed to the same Committee with instructions

for enlargement.

The motion made yesterday respecting the 28th Rule of

the by-laws, was read again; and, it was voted. That that

Rule be, and hereby is, rescinded.

A communication was received from the General Assem-
bly of the Presbyterian Church, respecting the principles

on which the different bodies shall receive ministers, licen-

tiates, and candidates for licensure, from each other.

Voted, That this subject be referred to a committee of

five to report at the present meeting: and that Messrs. Cod-
man, Beecher, Holmes, Burgess and Storrs be this Com-
mittee.

The Committee for preparing a report of the state of re-

ligion, presented their report enlarged; which was accepted,

and committed to the Committee of publication.

Voted, That the next meeting of this Association be held

within the bounds of the Andover Association, on the 4th

Tuesday of June 1829, at 5 o'clock, P. M.; and that the

Rev. Mr. Reynolds be a Committee to consult with the

Andover Association as to the particular place within their

bounds, and inform immediately the publishing committee,

that it may be published in connexion with the minutes.

Voted, That Messrs. Brewster, Hooker and Felt have

leave of absence after the close of this morning's session.

The Committee on the communication from the General

Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, reported, and the

report was accepted.

Voted, That the Report be adopted, and a copy of it be

sent, by the Secretary to the General Assembly of the Pres-

byterian Church.



The Committee on the subject of the Sabbath made the
following report.

The Committee appointed on the subject of adopting
some measures with respect to promoting the observance
of the Sabbath, beg leave to recommend the adoption of the
following Resolutions.

Resolved, 1. That this Association cordially approve of
the object and principles of "The General Union for pro-
moting the observance of the Christian Sabbath."

Resolved, 2. That this Association hereby acknowledge
our obligation to keep the Sabbath according to the Scrip-
tures; and we pledge ourselves to each other and to the
Christian public, to refrain from all secular employments
on that day, from travelling in steam boats, stages, canal
boats, or otherwise, except in cases of necessity or mercy,
and to aim at discharging the duties of that sacred day;

and also that we will, as circumstances admit, encourage
and give a preference to those lines of conveyance, whose
owners do not employ them on the Sabbath."

Resolved, 3. That it be recommended to the members of

the several Associations connected with this body, to abstain

from, travelling on the Sabbath for the accomplishment of
ministerial exchanges, except in cases of necessity or mercy;
and it is the opinion of this Association, that in the pres-

ent effort at reformation, none but those cases which are so

marked and manifest as to afford no occasion of reproach,

should be regarded as exceptions to the general rule.

Resolved, 4. That it be recommended to the friends of the

Sabbath, in every town or parish in the Commonwealth to

form as early as may be, a Society auxiliary to the General

Union, and to give notice thereof to the Corresponding

Secretary of the same.

Resolved, 5. That it be recommended to the churches,

in connexion with this Association, to maintain a careful

watch and an efficient discipline in reference to the viola-

tion of the Sabbath by professors of religion.

Voted, That the report be accepted, and passed to the

Committee of publication to be published in connexion with

the minutes of this body.

Voted, That the Secretary have leave of absence for the

remaining sessions of this meeting.

Adjourned till the close of the public services in the after-

noon.
2
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At 2 o'clock a Sermon was preached by the Rev. Dr.

Hyde, from Luke xii, 21, in behalf of Domestic missions,

and a collection taken for the object, amounting to$56,18.

—The Lord's Supper was then administered.

The Association was called to order, and it was.

Resolved, That it be earnestly recommended to the sev-

eral Associations belonging to this body, that they form

themselves into Societies Auxiliary to the Massachusetts

Missionary Society for the [purpose of sustaining the feeble

churches, and extending the evangelical cause in this com-
monwealth.

Voted, That Messrs. Cook, Sheldon, and Bigelow be Dele-

gates from this body to the Massachusetts Missionary So-

ciety. Rev. Dr. Beecher was appointed preacher for the

next year on domestic missions, and the Rev. Mr. Reynolds
his substitute.

Voted, That the thanks of this body be presented to the

people of this place for their hospitality, and to the choir of

singers for their acceptable services: and that the Rev. Mr.
W^oodbury be requested to express the same to them.

Voted, That the minutes be accepted as the true minutes
of the doings of this Body.

Voted, To adjourn, sine die.

Prayer by the Rev. Mr. White. Adjourned accordingly.

Nathan Perkins, Moderator.

L. F. DiMMicK, Scribe.

J. Bigelow, Assistant Scribe.



NARRATIVE OF THE STATE OF RELIGION.

Never was the cause of Zion in this State in a more
interesting position. The reports from various parts

of the commonwealth present an assemblage of facts

which tell that the Lord is doing a great work. We
are furnished with no cause indeed to indulge an in-

flated, vaunting spirit, and to say that our hand is

high. But as we rehearse the events of the past

year we find much occasion to speak of the loving

kindness of the Lord.

The past year has not been so signally distinguished

for revivals of religion in the appropriate sense of the

term as the year preceding the past. But if we give

the name revival to every advance of the cause of

truth and holiness, no year since our churches were

planted, has witnessed greater revivals, in an increased

degree of enterprise, decision and benevolence. The
great work of erecting the spiritual building has in all

its departments made a steady and majestic progress.

Nor have the converting influences of the Spirit

been withheld. The reports of almost all our asso-

ciations tell of some churches replenished with these

influences, and many bring tidings of precious interest.

The revivals, which were the last year recorded as

existing in the Berkshire and the Mountain Associa-

tions, have continued to a considerable degree into the

term embraced in this report, and the fruits of those
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revivals have been manifested in a spirit of harmony,

christian benevolence and energy before unknown.
In the Franklin Association two towns are reported

as having enjoyed extensive revivals, and one other

in which there has been a pleasing work. The
Hampshire Association, though not a scene of gen-

eral revival, has not been without special interposition

of God's mercy: one church has been specially vis-

ited, and three others present very encouraging ap-

pearances: and a revival in the literary institutions

at Amherst deserves to be recorded as of a most inter-

esting character. Worcester North Association speaks

of the descent of the Holy Spirit in some degree.

Essex middle Association numbers several churches

in which there are brightening prospects. In the

Old Colony Association, four revivals have been in

progress, the hopeful subjects of which amount to be-

tween two and three hundred. One of the revivals

is in Plymouth, on the ground where the first pilgrim

church was erected, but where the doctrines of the

pilgrims have been sustained by a secession from that

church. In Barnstable Association, a revival is now
in progress, in the town of Falmouth. In the Associ-

ation of Taunton and Vicinity, one church is enjoying

an extensive M'ork. In the Association of Salem and

Vicinity there have been three powerful revivals, in

which there have been as many as four hundred hope-

ful converts. And as in some other associations, a con-

ference of the churches has been formed. In the Nor-

folk Association, there has been a pleasing revival of re-

ligion in the second church in Dorchester during the

past year, which has added upwards of sixty to the

church. For a few months past, a powerful work of

grace has existed in the first church in Weymouth and

in the Union Society of Braintree and Weymouth; and

there are at present encouraging appearances of in-

creasing religious attention within the bounds of this
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Association. The Andover Association speaks of

several instances of an interesting work, and many
encouraging appearances exist in the Haverhill Asso-

ciation. The Suffolk Association experiences a de-

cided and happy continuance of that work which has

so long blessed our metropolis and its vicinity. In-

quiry meetings are sustained in numbers and interest,

and converts are multiplying. And when we take a

general view of this commonwealth in respect to revi-

vals, we find that in many places where we should not

say there are decided revivals, there has been a silent

and gradual advance of the work of conviction and con-

version. If a shower has not descended, the Spirit

has been distilling as the dew or the small rain upon
the tender herbs.

Our churches have not been without their trials.

Some of them have been compelled to abandon the

temples where their fathers worshipped, in order to

secure to themselves and their children the dispensa-

tion of that gospel which their fathers revered. But
these trials have been productive of a spirit of christian

decision and attachment to the truth, in some good
degree approaching to that displayed in the early days

of the church. A spirit of union and sympathy has

grown out of trials, unparalleled in our history, and

of incalculable benefit to the cause of religion. In

some associations the churches have, in addition to

the usual domestic missionary efforts, adopted a sys-

tem of mutual assistance, by which they propose to

rebuild every waste in their limits and stand or fall

together. The past year has witnessed the resusci-

tation of decayed churches, and the erection of new
ones, more than any former year. Missionary opera-

tions, Bible classes. Sabbath schools, and all christian

enterprizes, are enlisting a deep and progressive inter-

est. In the cause of temperance especially, it is no

exaggeration to say that great things have been done.
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In all parts of the State an impulse is felt, and in a

large portion of the towns, societies have been formed,

on the principles of entire abstinence from spirituous

liquors. The customs of the community have under-

gone a salutary change, making the use of spirits as

a matter of entertainment, disreputable. In the county

of Hampshire, a county-society has been formed, and
is now employing an agent in visiting all the towns in

the county to form auxiliary associations.

On the subject of the observance of the Sabbath

the churches have begun to awake, and an influence

is going through them, which it is hoped will redeem
the holy day, from the abuse and profanation which it

now suffers.

And with regard to all those great principles which
affect the interests of men as immortal beings, the

public mind is in commotion. There is a spirit of

inquiry abroad, a disposition to discuss religious doc-

trine extending to all classes, which though attended

with some unhappy asperities, promises important re-

sults. It is a spirit that nought but some mighty power
could have kindled, and which that power would not

have kindled but for some amazing purposes.

The reports of the state of religion in foreign eccle-

siastical bodies in correspondence with this, bring in-

telligence of an interesting character. They show
that our whole country partakes of the same religious

impulse and interest which is here felt. The pulsa-

tion of christian feeling, and the standard of christian

action, seems to be one through every section of the

American church.

But after all, there remains yet so much land to be
possessed, that we scarcely dare to speak of what has

been done. For purposes of gratitude to Him whose
is the residue of the Spirit, and to awake a higher zeal,

we may say that great things are in progress, and
while w^e say it we will remember that we are but



15

buckling on the harness for a mightier conflict, instead

of leading out trophies to celebrate a triumph. And
while we do this, a voice from the grave admonishes

us, that what we do must be done quickly. A num-
ber of our fathers and brethren in the ministry, have,

during the past year, been called to an account of their

stewardship. Among them it is our painful duty to

record the departure of one whose wisdom has con-

tributed much to the deliberations of this body, and

who was one of the fathers of American missions.

Thus life and death, things present and things to

come, conspire to urge us onward in every holy work.



PASTORAL ADDRESS.

Brethren in the Lord,
The General Association, who address yon herein,

have no authority to dictate to the churches, or im-

pose on them any thing wh4ch the churches them-
selves do not approve and feel disposed to adopt.

But in providing for a Pastoral Address, they have

thought it proper that "Ministers and Christians"

should have their attention annually called by vray

of counsel and exhortation, to such subjects as from
time to time may be most important to the general

interests of Zion and the advancement of the Re-
deemer's kingdom.

It was said in the Address last year, that we
never have had "greater occasion for gratitude"

than we then had. But if we had greater occasion

for gratitude then than formerly, we have no less

occasion for it now than we had then. God has

always done great things for his church, and his

favor has been continued the year past. For, if

great and powerful revivals have been less numerous,
which may be doubted perhaps, the work of salva-

tion has been advancing in other respects, prepara-

tory, we trust, to wider and more general results.

The cause of Missions, that happy outlet of Christian

charity, which, while it flows never diminishes, but al-
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increases the fountain from which it flows, has been
signally blessed. A new gush of the waters has
opened for the supply of foreign lands, while the
number of small rivers and streamlets from one quar-
ter and another, to refresh the parched places of our
own dear country, has been considerably augmented.
When it was judged best, the charities of the

Christian public have been combined and simplified,

and thus rendered more efficient. New charities

also have been instituted for the promotion of new
objects, or the furtherance of old ones, general and
particular.

While unhappiness remains in limited sections be-

tween narrower minds, and the watchmen do not

yet see all eye to eye with perfect clearness, the year

has, notwithstanding, brought with it an advance of

true light and real harmony, which is increasingly

cheering. The darkness still lingers in the vallies,

but the heavens are more illumined, and those who
are favorably situated, see that all enjoy the light of

the same sun. Union among all who love our Lord
Jesus Christ is more and more apparent. Several

great objects are concentrating their influence; and
every year combines more and more their counsels,

their prayers and their eflbrts. Besides Missions,

there is the education of young men for the Christian

Ministry; the circulation of the Bible and of Re-
ligious Tracts; the Promotion of Temperance; and,

though last, not least, the Sanctification of the Lord's

Day:—all these with many local, temporary and

occasional objects, have been steadily advancing.

The light shines brighter and brighter in every

Christian land, and the dawn of a better day, we
hope of millennial glory, is beginning to rise in al-

most every pagan land. A panic has gone through

the ranks of the enemies of truth, not only in our

own country, but through the world. They can no
3
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longer put religion wholly at defiance. It has ob-

tained a hold on a mass of intelligent and influential

mind too powerful, with the blessing of God, to be

made light of; so that, however reluctantly it may
sometimes be rendered, a measure of respect is ne-

cessarily secured to it. It sends up its influence in

broad and open view to thrones and seats of power;

it revives and flourishes in the retreats of earlier

and later studies; and where "philosophy" had well

nigh put out the light, it rekindles the sacred flame,

and guides the inquirer to Jesus the Saviour. We
have thus an opening of that blessed day in which,

when it shall have fully come, all shall know the

Lord from the least to the greatest.

In general, therefore, we have only to press on in

the labors, in which with other Christians we are al-

ready engaged, diligent in business, fervent in spirit,

serving the Lord.

But, Brethren, in relation to ourselves particularly,

the work is great, and in some respects, peculiar.

We have to sustain our share in what has been

glanced at in general, but besides this we have a

particular w^ork among ourselves in this common-
wealth.

God has done great things for the American
church, and the churches in this commonwealth have

shared richly in his favor. Some of the brightest or-

naments of our country have been our predecessors

in the ministry. Once also our "ofiicers were peace

and our exactors righteousness." One could wish,

moreover, that our "counsellors" might always be "as

at the beginning." Personal and household religion

w^ere then common and much insisted on in the

higher walks of life. The time was, when there was
scarcely an exception. The Sabbath too was sacredly

regarded. Family government and the inculcation

of correct religious sentiments were thought to be
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of superlative importance. And even the literature

of our fathers was sacred "to Christ and the church."

But, "how has the gold become dim, and the most
fine gold changed." "In many places where the true

light shone, clear and brilliant, that light has been

exchanged for an Ignis Fatuus which shines only to

deceive and lead astray. In the changes to which
the best state of human affairs is ever liable, except

as God may preserve it, truth has given place to

error in doctrine, discipline and manners: and learn-

ing, which ought to be a handmaid to piety, has be-

come perverted to the unworthy purpose of abetting

irreligion and scepticism. The exhalations of a

corrupted moral atmosphere around what ought to be

a healthful Fountain, spread with deleterious influence

through the whole commonwealth; and not only so,

but so abundant are they and strong, that currents of

them are carried far beyond our commonwealth, and

left to settle here and there, with blighting effect,

from Maine to Georgia, from the Atlantic States,

back to those west of the Alleghany and the Ohio.

So that besides the awakening of one another to

greater general effort; besides the conversion of those

who, though in evangelical connexion, are yet im-

penitent; and besides the recovery of churches which

have fallen away, we have to recover from its pres-

ent desecration, our ancient University; and establish

there, under some second Shepherd, a correct faith

and a living piety.

We need therefore to gird ourselves for the work.

It is true "God has begun to turn back the captivity

of his people." Within these few years past, much

has been accomplished. The public mind has be-

come more enlightened and discriminating. The
practical difference between truth and error in re-

ligion is more felt than it was. God has blessed his

people in taking a stand, and in coming out from the
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unbelieving, and those who have "contended ear-

nestly for the faith" have been succeeded. The
work is advancing in every part of the common-
wealth, and we have animating encouragement to

hope that, notwithstanding opposition, Zion will be

restored.

But, Brethren, the work is not done yet, nor have

we ever had greater occasion for humility, watchful-

ness and prayer, than we have at this moment. Our
hope is in God, and we can trust only in him.

While Paul must plant and Apollos water. He only

can give the increase.

Though God will bless and we have no doubt of

it, if Christians will be faithful, it w^as therefore well

moved by a venerable member of the Pastoral Asso-

ciation at its late meeting in Boston, that, "Whereas
the interests of religion in the metropolis and its

vicinity, are not only vastly important in themselves,

but intimately concerned in the welfare of Zion in

the commonwealth,—and whereas God has begun to

turn back the captivity of his people, and there is

much reason to believe, he has answered the prayers

which have been offered for this object,—Resolved,

that we will endeavor to awaken in our own bosoms,

and enkindle in the hearts of our churches and of the

people of God, a spirit of frequent and fervent prayer

for this city and vicinity, and for the ancient Univer-

sity consecrated by our pious fathers "to Christ and

the church."

This resolution passed unanimously, and it is a

resolution full of wisdom, piety and benevolence.

—

It is a wise resolution; for the metropolis and the

University are among the great sources of moral in-

fluence in the commonwealth, and to secure true re-

ligion in these, is to secure it in a great measure

throughout the State.—It is a pious resolution; for so

far as the captivity of his people is turned back, God
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only can keep them humble and make them faithful;

while for the rest, He only can convince also and
convert the wayward, or restrain and overrule their

errors. And the resolution is certainly a benevolent

one; for, if the great sources of moral influence be

not more and more purified—if the people of God in

the metropolis and country, do not maintain a humble
and dependant walk with God—if God do not re-

strain and overrule religious error and delusion so as

to promote his truth—if He do not convict and con-

vert those who go in the way of death, alas! how
many, as we have reason to fear, will go down to

death for denying Christ and refusing his salvation.

We do then. Brethren, adopt this resolution of the

Pastoral Association as our own, and recommend it

earnestly to the churches within our bounds. While

every one must be up and doing with his might

whatsoever his hand findeth to do, let all "ministers

and Christians" pray frequently and fervently for the

metropolis and the University, that all may be brought

effectually under the influence of "the truth as it is in

Jesus."

It should not be deemed a breach of charity that

we speak thus plainly. The situation of the churches,

the claims of an interested community, and above

all, the love of souls, demand it.—We believe in

God, and that with Him is the residue of the spirit

—

The kingdom is his. The Father gave it to the Son;

while the Holy Ghost is commissioned by them both

to carry the divine purpose into eflect—God hears

prayer—This has been his memorial in all ages.

Through the voluntary and appointed mediation of

the Son, the ear of the Father is ever open; and the

Holy Spirit is ever ready to help our infirmities with

groanings which cannot be uttered.—Nor is it to be

concealed, that we do regard the denial of our

Lord's Divinity, and the kindred errors of that great



first error, a fatal delusion.—Our standing here,
moreover, is not a matter of expediency merely, but
of duty also. Necessity is laid upon us. God has
given us his testimony, and we must receive it. Be-
lief is essential if we would not make God a liar.

To resolve it into speculation, and say it has no
practical effect is all absurd and vain. If it be not
practical why is the whole community at this moment
divided on this subject? And why, in consequence
of being divided here, are they divided on almost
every subject you can name, connected with morality
and religion? Why do they want different ministers,

and different instructors in schools, and different

books? The subject is practical, wholly practical,

practical in the highest sense.

While we would be thankful, then, for all God
has done—and though we cannot but rejoice and be
encouraged, since every year brings whh it greater
union, seriousness, anxiety for souls and prayer on
this subject among all the evangelical, yet we would
feel and have all "ministers and Christians" feel

that, if timely rescue do not prevent, the delu-
sion we deplore, is still working the ruin of many
precious souls, for whom the Redeemer shed his
blood. We would have it felt and acted upon more
ciiid more, that to deny Christ is to deny the founda-
tion. And if any should think us too exclusive and
our exhortation too warm, we would say the gospel
is necessarily exclusive, and of those whose lives—
and of course whose hearts and minds—are not, sub-
stantially, under the control of evangelical senti-

ments, it forbids us to hope well, and requires us to

labor to convert them, as being, while they continue
as they now are, in a perishing state. On subjects
of mere literature, we may hold different opinions
with equal moral safety, for nothing is risked but our
reputation for learning. Conscience binds no one.
But the case is not so in religion. We cannot differ
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about the person, character, work and doctrines of

Jesus Christ, and pass it all by as a matter of specu-

lation, about which we may entertain different senti-

ments, without guilt and danger, because in these

things, unlike all common subjects, we are necessa-

rily and most deeply interested as to duty, and our

final acceptance with God.
Not forgetting, therefore, our interest in the great

sfgeneral labors of Christian liberality and effort, nor

our own particular individual state before God; but,

keeping our hearts with all diligence, and watching
thereunto with all prayer and perseverance, we must,

both that souls around us may be saved, and that

additional friends may be raised up to extend with

us a helping hand to the destitute in heathen lands,

give ourselves wholly to the work of recovery and
upbuilding.

And especially let us feel that our dependence is

on God. It is not the usual order of his providence,

we know, to allow any one oppression to be indefi-

nitely continued. He suffers Zion to be oppressed,

but the day of her reprieve does not tarry; and,

having, in any case, begun the work. He usually

accomplishes it without unnecessary delay. But he

will be inquired of by his people to do it for them.

And all along the progress of the w^ork. He will be

honored by their humility, faith, love and zeal. He
will have the glory; and if at any time his people

arrogate it to themselves, or lose the attitude of

prayer and praise, the work stops, till they are hum-
bled and brought to repentance.

Let us therefore. Brethren, be not high-minded,

but fear. Let us be bold and valiant, but tender

hearted and compassionate. Let us be circumspect.

Let us watch our hearts and the door of our lips

—

Let us speak the truth, but let us do it "in love."

With meekness and gentleness, with much love for

souls and the honor of Christ, let us go forward
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with increasing confidence in his good pleasure to
favor Zion. And in all that we do, let us be weak
in ourselves, that we may be strong in the Lord and
the power of his might.

Thus doing, our cause sliall prosper. The cap-
tivity of Zion shall be restored, and those who have
not been carried away shall rejoice with them who
are returned. God shall again be honored in his
true character as Father, Son and Holy Ghost. The
truth of Jesus, that we are ruined in ourselves and
can find help only in him through repentance and
fahh, shall again be made to bear on the heart and
conscience, where, long since, the perishing have
ceased to hear it. Perverted funds shall be faithfully

applied to their proper objects; and that portion of
our literature and w^ealth which has been devoted to
the defence and propagation of error, shall hence-
forth be devoted to its rightful use.

Thus restored, there shall spring up a new and
gladsome spirit of benevolence and activity in all

our churches. It shall go forth to co-operate with
every kindred spirit in our country to redeem and
sanctify the Sabbath, to spread the w^ord of life, and
heralds to proclaim it, to build up the "old wastes,"
and to supply the destitute; while, besides relieving
the necessities of our own country, it shall go abroad
and, combining with the same in other countries, shall
bless the world, and hasten the time when "the
kingdom and dominion and the greatness of the
kingdom under the whole heaven shall be given to
the people of the saints of the Most High."
We speak, Brethren, of great things—But we

have a great God on whom to rely, and the pros-
perity of Zion is ever of old graven on the palms of
his hands. Let us arise therefore, and build, for God
is with us.

May grace, mercy, and peace be multiplied to all

who love our Lord Jesus.
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MIJVUTES,

The General Association of Massachusetts assembled in

the Meeting House of the South Parish in Andover, on
Tuesday, June 23, 1829, at 5 o'clock P. M.—and was called

to order by the Rev. Milton Badger, Pastor of the church.

The Association made choice of Rev. Warren Fay, D. D.
as Moderator, Rev. Ebenezer Burgess, Scribe, and Rev. John
Todd, Assistant Scribe.

The certificates of delegation, being presented and read,

gave testimony that the several Associations and other

Ecclesiastical Bodies, connected with this Association,

were represented by the following Delegates: viz.

Berkshire Association,

Mountain Association,

Franklin Association,

Hampshire Association,

Hampden Association,

Brookfield Association,

Harmony Association,

Worcester Central Associ-

ation,

Worcester North Associ-

ation,

Middlesex Union Associ

ation,

Rev. Jonathan Lee.

None.

Rev. Eli Moody.

( Rev. Vinson Gould,

\ Rev. Lyman Coleman.

C Rev. Alfred Ely,

\ Rev. John Hyde,

C Rev. Joseph L Foote,

( Rev. Augustus B. Reed.

Rev. Moses C. Searle.

C Rev. Horatio Bardwell,

( Rev. George Allen.

( Rev. Alonzo Phillips,

I Rev. Eber L. Clark.

^ Rev. Phillips Payson,

I Rev. John Todd.
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Andover Association,

Haverhill Association,

^ Rev. Freegrace Reynolds,

\ Rev. Reuben Emerson.

C Rev. Ebenezer Porter, D. D.

( Rev. Joseph Merrill.

T. TiTjji A • *• ( Rev. Gardner B. Perry,
Essex Middle Association,

| ^^^^ Leonard Withington.

Association of Salem and ( Rev. Joseph B. Felt,

Vicinity, ( Rev. Robert Crowell.

Suffolk North Association, Rev. Warren Fay, D. D.

Suffolk South Association Rev. Ebenezer Burgess.

( Rev. Samuel Gile,

\ Rev. Freeman P. Hovvland.

C Rev. Thomas M. Smith,

\ Rev. Thomas Vernon.

< Rev. Ichabod Plaisted,

( Rev. Frederic Freeman.

( Rev. Benjamin Woodbury,

I Rev. David L. Hunn.

Tv/r u ,4. Tv/r- • ( R'SV. R. S. Storrs,
Massachusetts Missionary > ^^^^ j^^^^ Codman, D. D.

feociety,
^ p^^^^ Lyman Beecher, D. D,

Foreign Bodies.

General Assembly of the ( Rev. Andrew Wylie, D. D.

Presbyterian Church, | Rev. William H. Foote.

Norfolk Association,

Association of Taunton
and Vicinity,

Old Colony Association,

Barnstable Association,

General Association of
Connecticut,

General Convention of
Vermont,

General Association of

New-Hampshire,

General Conference of
Maine,

Evangelical Consociation

of Rhode Island,

i None.

( Rev. James F. M'Ewen,

\ Rev. Joseph Tracy, Jr.

< Rev. Ebenezer Hill,

( Rev. Baxter Perry.

C Rev. Jotham Sewall,

( Rev. John W. Ellingwood.

None.

Secretary of this Association,

ex-qfficio,

D.Rev. Thomas Snell, D
and Rev. Milton Badger, Pastor of the Church
members of this Association.

The Rules of the Association were read.

The meeting was opened with prayer by the Moderato



Rev. Messrs. Snell, Ely, and Bardwell were appointed

a Committee of Arrangements.
Rev. Messrs. Porter, Storrs and Foote were appointed a

Committee to nominate delegates to Foreign bodies.

Rev. Messrs. Gile, Bardwell and Reynolds were appointed

a Committee to audit the Treasurer's accounts.

Rev. Messrs. Smith, Cummings and Maltby of the Taun-
ton Association were appointed a Committee to prepare a
Pastoral Address for the next year.

- Messrs. Crocker and Brewster of Boston were appointed
Agents of this Association for the ensuing year.

A proposal was made to alter the Rule No. 23, in the By-
Laws of this Association by omitting the words, "The Cler-

ical Directors of the Massachusetts Missionary Society

and,"—leaving the Rule to stand thus,—"The Delegates,

who the preceding year attended the meetings of Foreign
bodies shall, ex officio, have seats as honorary members of
the General Association:"—Voted, That this proposed alter-

ation be read a second time to-morrow.

Voted, That meetings for prayer be held in this house on
Wednesday and Thursday mornings of this week at five

o'clock.

Voted, That the Association adjourn to meet in this

house to-morrow morning at eight o'clock. Prayer by the

Moderator. Adjourned.
Wednesday, 24th June.

The Association met agreeably to adjournment at eight

o'clock, A. M., and was opened with prayer by the Moder-
ator. The minutes of yesterday were read.

Rev. Messrs. Coleman, Wylie, McEvven, Allen and How-
land, were appointed a Committee to take Minutes of the

Narratives of the State of Religion, and to prepare an ab-

stract for publication.

Rev. Messrs. Snell, Foote and Reed, were appointed a

Committee to distribute Reports of Foreign bodies which
may be submitted to our disposal.

Rev. Messrs. Burgess, Fay and Codman Vv'ere appointed

the publishing Committee for the present year.

The resolution respecting the amendment of Rule, No.

23, in the By-Laws, was read a second time and passed.

A proposal was made to amend the Pv,ule, No. 25, which
was referred to Rev. Messrs. Codman, Ely and Badger as

a special Committee to report thereon.



Resolved, as the sense of this body, That it is expedient

for the ministers of this Commonwealth to propose to their

respective congregations to make a collection on or near

the 4th of July, annually, to aid the benevolent and christian

enterprise in which the American Colonization Society

has embarked.
The Pastoral Address was read and accepted, and com-

mitted to Rev. Messrs. Porter, Emerson and Hyde, with dis-

cretionary power to revise and prepare it for publication.

The Committee, appointed to nominate Delegates to For-

eign bodies, made the following report, which was accept-

ed: viz.

To the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church,

Rev. Lyman Beecher, D. D., and Rev. Daniel Huntington,

as primaries; Rev. John Nelson and Rev. Elias Cornelius,

as substitutes.

To the General Association of Connecticut, Rev. Joseph
B. Felt and Rev. David T. Kimball, as primaries; Rev.

Thomas Snell, D. D. and Rev. Eber L. Clark, as substitutes:

To the Evangelical Consociation of Rhode-Island, Rev.

Ebenezer Burgess and Rev. Ebenezer Gay, as primaries;

Rev. David L. Hunn and Rev. Reuben Emerson, as substi-

tutes.

To the General Convention of Vermont, Rev. Timothy M.
Cooley and Rev. Luther Sheldon, as primaries; Rev. Bax-
ter Dickinson and Rev. Frederic Freeman, as substitutes.

To the General Conference of Maine, Rev. Jonathan
Bigelow and Rev. Luther F. Dimmick, as primaries; Rev.
Moses C. Searle and Rev. Phillips Payson, as substitutes.

To the General Association of New Hampshire, Rev.
Richard S. Storrs and Rev. Philip Colby, as primaries; Rev.
Isaac R. Barbour and Rev. Ralph W. Gridley, as substi-

tutes.

The Committee, to whom was referred the amendment of

the 25th Rule in the By-Laws, made a report, which passed

to a second reading to-morrow.

Voted, That the Sermon in behalf of the Domestic Mis-

sionary Society be hereafter preached on Wednesday even-

ing.

Voted, That the printed Minutes of this Association be
sufficient testimonials of the appointment of Delegates to

Foreign bodies.



A communication was received from the General Assem-

bly of the Presbyterian Church, relating to the conditions

of intercourse, which was respectfully committed to the

Rev. Messrs. Codman, Storrs and Allen to report thereon.

Voted to adjourn to two o'clock P. M. Adjourned.

Wednesday, two o'clock, P. M. The sermon before the

Association was preached by the Rev. Joseph Goife, on

Titus iii, 8.

Narratives of the State of Religion were given by the del-

egates of the several Associations and of other bodies in

correspondence with this Association.

Voted to adjourn to eight o'clock to-morrow morning.

Prayer by the Moderator. Adjourned.

Thursday, 25th June.

The Association met agreeably to adjournment at eight

o'clock, A. M. and was opened with prayer by the Modera-

tor. The minutes of yesterday were read.

The Resolution respecting the amendment of Rule, No.

25, was read a second time and after some discussion was
passed.

Jirt. 25. The Associational sermon shall be delivered on the

forenoon of Thursday at ten o^clock, after which the sacrament of
the Lord^s Supper shall he administered. The narratives given

by the Delegates of the several Associations, concerning

the state of religion and the churches, shall be given on
Wednesday afternoon, and shall be presented in writing, with

a view to obtain an accurate account of the principal facts,

not however to prevent any more particular details, which
the Delegates may think expedient to add, or the Associa-

tion to request. The returns with respect to the number in

the churches, &c. shall be made out -according to a printed

schedule of this body, and according to the numbers on the

first of January past.

Rev. Mr. Withington had leave of absence.

The report of the Committee on the Treasurer's Ac-
counts was read and accepted. A balance of ^56:78 was

found in the treasury. The Committee recommend that an

assessment of fifty cents be made on each member of the

several Associations to defray the ordinary expenses of the

General Association.

Resolved, That it is greatly to be desired that there be a

more thorough organization of the evangelical churches of

this Commonwealth in support of Domestic Missions; and
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that this body do earnestly recommend to all ministers in its

connexion that they take early measures to induce their re-

spective churches to become connected with the Massachu-
setts Domestic Missionary Society, through the medium of

the Associational Auxiliaries.

Addresses in support of Domestic Missions were made
by Rev. Messrs. Wylie, Beecher, Storrs, Peters, Pomeroy
and Ellis.

Resolved, That this General Association highly approve

of the late Resolution of the American Bible Society to

supply every destitute family in the United States with a

copy of the Bible within two years, and that it be recom-
mended to all connected with this Association to use their

best endeavors in their various spheres of action to carry

this Resolution into effect.

Addresses in favor of the Bible Society were made by
Rev. Messrs. Brigham, Gould and Cox.

Rev. Mr. Hewitt addressed the Association in behalf of

the Society for the Promotion of Temperance.
Adjourned to two o'clock, P. M.
The Association met agreeably to adjournment at two

o'clock, P. M. The Sermon on Domestic Missions was
preached by Rev. Dr. Beecher from Jer. vi, 16. The ser-

vice was closed with the ministration of the Lord's Supper
and a charitable collection to aid the cause of Domestic
Missions.

The Committee, to whom was referred the communica-
tion from the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church,
made a report, which was accepted and a copy of it ordered

to be sent to the permanent Clerk of that body. This Let-

ter contained the following resolutions:

1. Resolved, That the Commissioners of the General As-

sembly, the present year, to the General Association of Mas-
sachusetts, be appointed a Committee of Conference, with

a committee who may be appointed by the General Asso-

ciation for the same purpose, with the view of adopting a
course on this subject, that may meet the wishes, both of

this Assembly, and that Association.

2. Resolved, That the Commissioners from this Assembly
to the General Association of Massachusetts for the present

year, and for subsequent years, be instructed not to vote in

any of the resolves that may come before that body.



3. Resolved, That the delegates to the GeneralAssociation
of Massachusetts be instructed to inform that Association,

that while this General Assembly do most cordially accept
and approve the expression of their sentiments with regard
to candidates, licentiates, and ministers under censure for

heresy or immorality; they do also most respectfully and af-

fectionately represent to the Association, that they deem it

highly important that it should be considered irregular, that

any candidate, licentiate, or minister, whose credentials are

withheld on account of the violation of ecclesiastical order,

should be received by either of the corresponding bodies.

In reply to the above communication the General Asso-
ciation of Massachusetts, adopted the following Resolu-
tions;

—

Resolved, First, That this Association, having learned
that the existing rule of intercourse with the General As-
sembly, so far as it respects the right of voting in the legis-

lative and judicial proceedings of that body transcends the

power vested in it, do waive their accustomed privilege of
voting by their delegates in said body in such proceedings,

desiring that as much of the same reciprocal intercourse,

which has, for a series of years, so pleasantly existed be-

tween said bodies, may continue, as shall not conflict with
the fundamental principles of their organization.

Resolved, Secondly, That this Association regret that their

proceedings on the subject of receiving licentiates, candi-

dates, &c., at the last meeting of the General Association,

were not entirely satisfictory to the General Assembly. On
the broad ground of heresy and immorality they had no hes-

itancy in expressing their opinion that it would be irregular

for either body to receive licentiates, candidates or minis-

ters without the usual certificates and recommendation, but,

as views of christian ministers on the subject of "ecclesias-

tical order," may honestly differ, and as this Association has

no control, either legislative or judicial over the respective

Associations of which it is composed, they can only refer

the Resolutions of the Assembly on this subject to the par-

ticular consideration of the District Associations, with the

fullest confidence that on questions of "ecclesiastical or-

der," as well as on every other subject, they will be dis-

posed to meet the views and promote the interests of our

highly respected and beloved brethren of the Presbyterian

Church.
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The Committee, to whom was assigned the duty of mak-
ing an abstract of the narratives of the state of religion,

made their report, which was submitted to the Committee of

pubhcation with discretionary power of revision and correc-

tion.

Resolved, That such appears to be the state of religion

within our limits, as to demand the solemn attention of the

members of this body, together with their humble and earn-

est prayers that God in his mercy would remember and visit

our Zion with his reviving grace.

Voted, That the next annual meeting of this Association

be held at Groton.

Voted, That the Essex Middle Association appoint the

preacher for the next year-

Voted, That the Rev. Mr. Reynolds be the preacher for

the next year on Domestic Missions, and that the Rev. Dr.

Snell be his substitute.

Voted, That Rev. Messrs. Todd, G. B. Perry and Burgess

be delegates to the Domestic Missionary Society.

Voted, That the thanks of this body be presented to the

people of this place for their hospitality, and to the choir of

singers for their highly finished and acceptable services, and
that the Rev. Mr. Badger be requested to express the same
to them.

Voted to adjourn sine die. Prayer by Rev. Reuben Em-
erson. Adjourned.

WARREN FAY, Moderator.

EBENEZER BURGESS, Scrihe.

JOHN TODD, Assistant Scribe.



NARRATIVE OF THE STATE OF RELIGION.

The record of the state of our churches dur-

ing the past year is one of joyful and painful interest

to the friends of Zion. It contains much of a cheer-

ing character to rejoice our hearts and awaken our

gratitude to the great Head of the church, while it

presents enough to repress our vain confidence and
remind us that we ought to rejoice with trembling.

An unusual spirit of christian affection and fellow-

ship has prevailed in our churches, binding them in a

peaceful and harmonious union, as delightful in itself

as it is honorable to God and auspicious to the inter-

ests of religion. Mutual encouragement and aid

have been cheerfully rendered to the feeble and des-

titute churches within our limits, by which the things

that remained and were ready to die have been revived

and strengthened.

In Barnstable Association two churches have en-

joyed a revival of religion under the labors of mis-

sionaries, who have been sent to them by the Massa-
chusetts Missionary Society. In one of these a house

of worship has been built and an auditory of several

hundred collected, where in former years the assem-

bly has not exceeded 30 or 40 worshippers. Several
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of our churches, which have long been embarrassed

by their worldly connexions, have broken these bands

asunder, and are now happy in the enjoyment of their

religious rights and privileges, while others have been

well sustained in their efforts to support the institu-

tions of religion. And though the copious showers

of divine grace, which have formerly refreshed this

portion of the Lord's vineyard, have been less richly

bestowed, still God has not wholly forgotten to be

gracious. On some of the churches, He has com-
manded the dew of his blessing to descend and revive

his heritage.

The cause of truth and righteousness we believe

is steadily advancing among us, and many circum-

tances combine to inspire the hope that it is destined

still to advance. The influence of Bible Class and

Sabbath School instructions is extensive and power-

ful. Next to the stated preaching of the gospel, these

are at once the most general and efficient means of

diffusing the knowledge of God, and of perpetuating

to future generations the blessings of the gospel. And
these means of religious instruction, we are happy to

say, are engaging more and more the attention of our

churches.

Missions, foreign and domestic, and other institu-

tions, whose high aim is the glory of God and the

happiness of man, have, it is believed, lost none of

their interest.

On the sanctification of the Sabbath, our churches

have during the past year felt in common with the

christian community a sensation new and strong.

The public mind is beginning to be impressed with

the duty of uniting in a systematic and general effort

to check the profanation of this sacred day.

The cause of temperance is happily progressive

among us. The efforts of its friends during the past

year have been attended with unexampled success.
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In this righteous cause not a measure has been adopt-

ed in vain, and the result of every effort has surpassed

expectation. In some of our Associations, societies

have been formed in every ecclesiastical society within

their limits for the suppression of intemperance, and

the day seems to be not far distant when the princi-

ple of entire abstinence will have its associated and

fearless advocates in every town and village through-

out this Commonwealth.
The Reports from foreign ecclesiastical bodies in

correspondence with us have been interesting. The
churches are represented as generally prosperous,

though our sister churches of New England do not

speak of seasons of special out-pouring of the Spirit.

From the Report of the General Assembly of the Pres-

byterian Church, we are cheered with the account of

revivals in several places where God has appeared in

his glory to build up Zion. And generally the dele-

gates from these religious bodies bring us intelligence

of the enlargement of their churches as well as of an

increased degree of enterprise and liberality in the

various departments of Christian benevolence.

But while we thus record the memory of God's

great goodness, we are constrained to say that the

retrospect of the past is varied with alternations of

light and shade, awakening mingled emotions of joy

and grief, of painful apprehension as well as of delight-

ful anticipation. Especially do we notice with deep

concern a suspension of divine influence in the

churches. In vain will Paul plant or Apollos water,

except God give the increase. "Not by might nor by

power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts."

Wealth, learning and eloquence, the external pros-

perity of the church and the ministration of ordin-

ances,—will not effectually secure the salvation of

sinners without the agency and blessing of God.
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What will be the history of the churches in succeed-

ing years, if the reviving influences of the Spirit should

be withheld! We feel that as ministers of the gospel

we have reason for self-examination and prayer. As
the watchmen of Israel, we are solemnly required to

send out the warning to the churches, and to call

upon the people of God to raise unto Him their fer-

vent and united intercessions in behalf of Zion.



PASTORAL LETTER,

ADDRESSED TO THE CHURCHES IN CONNEXION WITH THE
GENERAL ASSOCIATION OF MASSACHUSETTS.

Beloved Brethren,
The season has again returned, when it has been

customary to call your attention to some of those sub-

jects, which are nearly connected with jour spiritual

welfare. And permit us to say, that it is with feel-

ings of no common interest, that the responsibility

of performing this service is once more assumed.

Through Divine favour, we are still permitted to

speak of the loving kindness of our heavenly Father,

and to utter abundantly the memory of his great good-

ness. It should be, and we trust is regarded as mat-

ter of mutual congratulation, that we are permitted to

live at so interesting a period of the world, and in a

portion of it which has been so signally the scene of

God's wonders. On our churches have heretofore

fallen, "as the dew of heaven, and as the dew that

descended of old upon the mountains of Zion,"

showers of gracious influence; and they have been

"increased with the increase of God."

A spirit of benevolent enterprise has, in conse-

quence, been waked up, and combined eflbrts called

forth, and the strong holds of Satan fearlessly assailed.

The cause of humanity at home, and the cause of mis-

sions abroad, have secured in their favour an array of



16

influence, so powerful and widely extended, as to en-

courage the expectation of their ultimate triumph.

The day in which we live, is certainly fraught with an-

ticipations of great and good things to come. Christians

are beginning to feel that they are the stewards of

God's heritage, and that there is a manifest impropri-

ety in their seeking exclusively every one his own
things. Indeed, there never was a time, probably,

since the days of the Apostles, when it could be said

of the followers of Christ, with so much truth as

now, that "no man livelh to himself."

The impulse which has been given to the churches

must, we think, have been imparted by Him, who
"seeth the end from the beginning," and "who work-
eth all things after the counsel of his own will." To
this conclusion -we are led, partly by a recurrence to

divine promise, and partly by the consideration that

good is now attempted on a magnificent scale. The
church, in her benevolent movements, seems to be cir-

cumscribed within no limits, save those of the habita-

ble globe. Nor are her schemes of benevolence, less

various, than they are grand. There is scarcely a sub-

ject involving either the present or future good of man,

which is not thoroughly investigated, and in reference

to which, means are not put in requisition for the ac-

complishment of the end proposed. And so power-

ful and widely extended is the combination of christian

benevolence, and of christian zeal, now employed, in

forwarding the various enterprises of the age, that we
cannot doubt that a mighty moral revolution will soon

be effected. In prospect of such an event, who that

loves the cause of Zion can do otherwise than rejoice?

Surely there is advancing for the church, a golden

age,—an age, in which she shall no longer be im-

peded in her progress by internal discord—in which

she shall no longer be grieved by the jealousies of pro-

fessed friends, and no longer annoyed by the sneers
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of an infidel world. And, Brethren, when we look

at our churches and contemplate the amount of moral
power which they have begun already to employ

—

and successfully to employ, in forwarding the objects

of christian enterprise which now engage their atten-

tion, we cannot withhold an expression of thanksgiv-

ing to God, that you are permitted, with us, to live at

such a time as this, and to co-operate with the great

head of the church, in accelerating the rising glories

of his empire.

But, while we gratefully recognize the finger of

God in the present moral movements of the Christian

world, and congratulate you, on the ground you are

permitted to occupy, as the visible members of Christ's

kingdom—we think there are some considerations,

having a bearing on the present state of the churches,

which should not be overlooked,—considerations suit-

ed to remind you that the time has not yet come to

sound the note of triumph.

Brethren, it is to us matter of grief, and sometimes
of fearful alarm, that there is, notwithstanding the

active zeal that prevails, so much apathy in many of

our churches.

We tremble when we see or think we see within

the walls of Zion, a manifest lack of christian order,

—an undue conformity to the spirit and practice of

the world,—and an extensive backwardness to come
up to the help of the Lord against the mighty; against

the mighty, brethren,—for powerful is that combined
army which has long been strengthening itself "against

the Lord, and against his anointed,"—and fierce and
terrible if we do not misapprehend the aspect of pres-

ent movements, will be the onset of that army, be-

fore its final overthrow. How important, then, that

the little band of adherents to the King of Zion, be

marshalled, and clad in the panoply of the gospel!

3
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But there is another consideration which awakens,

and which more than any other awakens alarnic

Those life-giving influences, which have long pervad-

ed our churches, are to a lamentable extent with-

holden. Revivals of religion, those blessed harbin-

gers of peace and prosperity to Zion, have recently

to an unusual degree, declined among us. And the

consequence of such declension, brethren, should it

continue, it is not difficult to predict.

And, brethren, is there no reason to apprehend that

such declension may continue to spread; and that

churches, now reputed orthodox, may gradually lose

their distinctive character, as the friends of truth and

of experimental piety, and ultimately become no other

than communities of this world? We tremble, breth-

ren, when we make this appeal. And yet we hope

in God, that the churches generally, instead of de-

clining, are becoming more and more settled and

grounded in the truth; are rising higher and higher

in their holy attainments; and that the time is not

distant, when their light shall burst forth in such un-

clouded splendor, as to dispel, forever, the moral dark-

ness that now surrounds them.

Brethren, would you hail, as a new sera in the

church's existence, such joyous consummation? It

is the glory of every christian, that he may contribute

something to hasten its progress. Will you not then^

influenced by a desire to do what you can for the

honour of God and for the prosperity of his kingdom

^

permit a word of exhortation?

]. Adhere to divine truth.

Beware of that false and dangerous sentiment, "It

is no matter what a man believes, if he be but sin-

cere." It is of the highest importance that christians,

both believe and love the truth—the truth as it is in

Jesus; that they be rooted and grounded in the fun-
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damental principles of our holy religion. How else

shall they be distinguished from the avowed or, con-

cealed enemies of the gospel? Between the kingdom
of light and the kingdom of darkness, there is a broad
line of demarcation; and it should be rendered visi-

ble, by the enlightened and steady adherence of the

friends of Christ, to the truth. How else can they

assume and maintain that stability of christian char-

acter, so needful to give permanency to the church,

and to her magnificent and diversified movements? In

order to secure an adherence to divine truth, chris-

tians must study divine truth—they must grow in

knowledge and in understanding. They must be sure

that they have derived their religious sentiments, not

so much from the formularies and articles of the

church with which they stand connected—not so

much from the representations of a favourite teacher,

as from the lively oracles of God, humbly, devoutly

and perseveringly investigated. Then, instead of

being unsettled, liable to be borne away by every

wind of doctrine, and the cunning craftiness of those

who lie in wait to deceive, they will stand unmoved
amid the conflicting elements of the moral world, and
be prepared to testify with a confidence not to be

shaken—that great is truth and that it will prevail.

2. Be steadfast.

The day may not be distant, which will put the

faith and the patience, and all the christian graces of

God's people to a severe trial. The contest between
truth and error, long since commenced, is now in

progress; and till Satan is bound, there is little rea-

son to anticipate even a temporary peace. And breth-

ren, will you desert the standard under which you are

enlisted, and flee at the approach of the enemy? Will

you turn traitors to the cause of God? O brethren,

steadfast must you remain, even unto death, though
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called to contend with a host in arms against Jeho-

vah.

Faithful must you continue, till your discharge,

sealed by the great Captain of your salvation, is put

into your hands, and with it as a reward for your

fidelity a crown of immortal life.

With new courage, then, and with holier zeal

brace yourselves to your work and go forward. He,

under whose banner you serve, is almighty. He will

aid and defend you, and ultimately make you more

than conquerors. ''Be ye, therefore, steadfast,

—

unmovable, always abounding in the work of the

Lord."
3. Be united.

A kingdom divided against itself cannot stand. If

you would see the church rise in beauty and in excel-

lence, and reflect her glory on the darkness of man's

native condition, be united. Maintain unity of faith,

unity of feeling, and unity of action. "Be not car-

ried about with diverse and strange doctrines; but

with one heart and with one mind, strive together for

pre-eminence in doing good. Regard each other's

spiritual welfare, and "provoke unto love and good

works, and so fulfil the law of Christ."

Finally, brethren, be much in prayer. "Prayer

moves the hand that moves the world." In no re-

spect, probably, is there a greater amount of power

lost to the church, than in her neglect of this duty.

Think of this, brethren, and stir up within you the

spirit of holy importunity.

Remember Jacob, wrestling with the angel of God.

Remember Aaron and Hur, who stayed up the hands

of meek and suppliant Moses; and lift up your hearts

to the enthroned Saviour. As pastors of the churches,

we would say, in the language of Paul, "Brethren,

pray for us;" and in the language of David, we would
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say, "pray for the peace of Jerusalem." O! awake
to this duty, and may the language of your hearts,

henceforth be, "If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my
right hand forget her cunning—if I do not remember
thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth."

TREASURER'S ACCOUNTS.

General Association of Massachusetts in account with TTiomas Snell, Treasurer.
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SUMMARY.

There are connected with the General Association of

Massachusetts 19 Associations, which contain 255 church-

es ; 229 of these are supplied with pastors, 6 with col-

league pastors, and 26 are vacant. These churches con-

tain 35057 members, 2933 of whom were added the last

year ; deducting 487 as removed by death, 560 as only

transferred from church to church, and 92 as excluded,

1844 is the residue denoting the actual increase of mem-

bers for the last year; 770 adults were baptized, and

2249 infants. The Sabbath Schools contain 27579 chil-

dren, and the Bible Classes 8917 young people.

Note. It may be known that some Associations in this State

are not connected with the General Association, that several

churches are not connected with the particular Associations, and that

the Statistical Reports of some of the Associations are incomplete.





Theological and Stands^d Works.
CHOCKBil & BRISIVSTER;

Theological Booksellers and Publishers, 47 Washington Street, Boston,

Have recently received from England and Germany, several invoices

which added to their former slock, make an extensive assortment of

Standard Works in Theology, Classical Works for Students

IN Divinity, and Valuable Religious Publications, among them are

—

Scott's, Henry's, and Clarke's Commen-
tary on the Scriptures,

Burkett on the New Testament,

Home's Introduction,-

Neil's History of the Puritans,

Magee on the Atonement,
Milner's and Mosheim's Church History,

Dwight's & Hopkins' System of Divinity,

Burnett's History of the Reformation,

Home on the Psalms,

Gesenius' Commentary on Isaiah.

Flatt's Lectures on Corinthians 8c Romans,

Neander's General Church History,

Brown's Dictionary of the Bible,

Buck's Theological Dictionary,

Henry's Letters to Anxious Inquii-ers,

Macknight on the Epistles,

Campbell's Four Gospels,

Doddridge's Family Expositor,

RosenmuUer's 8c Kuinoel's Commentaries,

Owen on the Hebrews,
Shuckford's Sacred and Profane History,

Gaston's Collections,

Hunter's Sacred Biography,

Harris' Natural History of the Bible,

Preacher's Manual,
Jamieson's Sacred History,

Young Minister's Companion,
Prideaux's Connexions,
Ridgeley's Body of Divinity,

Taylor's Holy Living and Dying,

Sale's Koran,
Robinson's ^criptui'e Characters,

Lowth's Lectures on Isaiah,

Dcederlein's Theology,
De Wette's Commentary on the Psalms,

Do. Introduction to the Old Testament,
Haitman's Introduction to the Scriptures,

Bagster's English Version of the Polyglot

Bible, with Scripture References and
parallel and illustratu'e passages,

Miller's Letters to Unitarians, and also

his Letters on Clerical Habits,

Rutherford's Letters,

Pascal's Provincial Letters,

Foster's Essays on Decision of Character,
Popular ignorance, &c.

Keilii Opuscula,
Henry's Communicant's Companion,
Brown's, Stuart's & Upham's Philosophy,

Orton's Exposition of the Old Testament,
Stuart's Commentary on the Hebrews,
Do. Hebrew Chrestomathy,
Do. Study of the Original Languages,

Stuart's Hebrew Grammar,
Do. Ernesti,
Do. Practical Rules for Greek Accent

and Quantity,
Do, and Robinson's Translation of Wi-

ner's Greek Grammar,
Do. Citations from the Old Testament,

Jahn's Biblical Archaeology,
Do. Hebrew Commonwealth,
Do. Introduction to the Old Testament,

Gibb's Manual Hebrew and English Lex-
icon,

Robinson's Greek and English Lexicon,

Dr. Porter's Analysis of Rhetorical De-
livery,

Schleusner's Lexicon of the New Testa-

ment,
Storr and Flatt's Elements of BibUcal

Theology,
Knapp's Greek Testament,
Griesbach's New Testament,
Winer's Grammar of the Chaldee Lan-

guage,
Vanderhooght's, Simonis', and Michaeli's

Hebrew Bible,
'

^

Pickering's Greek and English Lexicon,';

Johnson's and Todd's Dictionaiy, ' '

Cruden's, Butterworth's, and Brown'
Concordances,

Passow's and Bailey's English and Ge
man Dictionaries, -j^

Butmann's Greek Grammar,
Donnegan's Greek and English Lexicon.
The Works of Scott, Reid, Buck, With-,
erspoon, Fuller, Tillotson; Cecil, Bates,^

Barrow, Flavel, Leighton, Toplady,-^-

Butler, Paley, Nev/ton, Lightfoot, Lord
Bacon, Josephus, Robertson, Bellamy,

Thornton, Foster and Chalmers.
Sermons of Masillon, Horsley, KoHock,

'

Emmons, Saurin, Dwight, Lathrop,

Lansing, White, Cooper, Clarke, Wor-
cester, Venn, Davies, Osgood, Bradley, >

Buckminster, Keith, Parish, Wesley, i

Chalmers and Robinson. i

Memoirs of Scott, Mills, Richmond, Mar-
;:

tyn, Fisk, Urquhart, Wilson, Brainerd, j

Whitefield, Cecil, Doddridge, Buck,
|

Obookiah, Calvin, WolfFe, Dr. Good,,^

Wilcox, Parsons. Harriet Newell,<

Mrs. Graham, Catharine Brown, Mrs,

Ramsay, Mrs. Huntington, Emma Hum-
phries, Jane Taylor, Mrs. Waters, Miss

Anthony, Mrs. Judson

*** The Reverend Clergy and Students in Divinity are requested to call and examine

C. & B.'s Catalogue and terms. Those residing at a distance, by forwarding their

orders, will receive prompt attention for any work published in Europe or America,

and on terras that will give satisfaction—the goods well packed and forwarded to

any part of the country as directed. A Liberal Credit will be given if required.
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MI]?fUTES.

The General Association of Massachusetts assembled in the

Rev. Mr. Todd's Meeting House in Groton, on Tuesday, June

22, 1830, at 5 o'clock, P. M.—and was called to order by the

Pastor of the chinch.

The Association made choice of the Rev. David D. Field as

Moderator, Rev. Calvin Hitchcock, Scribe, and the Rev. I.

Richmond Barbour, Assistant Scribe.

Certificates of membership, having been presented and read,

it appeared, that the following delegates were duly appointed: viz.

Berkshire Association,

Mountain Association,

Franklin Association,

Hampshire Association,

Hampden Association,

Brookfield Association,

Harmony Association,

Worcester Central Associa-

tion,

Worcester North Associa-

tion,

Middlesex Union Associa

tion,

Middlesex South Associa-

tion,

( Rev. David D. Field,

I Rev. Edwin W. Dwight.

( Rev. William A. Hawley,

( Rev. Roswell Hawks.

( Rev. EU Moody,

( Rev. Moses B. Bradford.

Rev. Lemuel P. Bates.

C Rev. Timothy M. Cooley,

\ Rev. Calvin Foot.

( Rev. Augustus B. Reed,

( Rev. Levi Packard.

Rev. Elisha Rockwood.

( Rev. Samuel Gay,

( Rev. George Allen.

C Rev. Eber L. Clark,

( Rev. Rufus A. Putnam.

( Rev. Phihips Payson,

( Rev. James Howe.

• ( Rev. Levi Smith,

( Rev. Charles Fitch.



Andover Association,

Haverhill Association,

Essex Middle Association,

Rev. Reuben Emerson^
Rev. Joseph Searle.

Rev. Joseph Merrill,

Rev. Spencer F. Beard.

( Rev. Isaac Braman,

( Rev. I. Richmond Bai'bour.

Salem and Vicinity Associ- ( Rev. David Oliphant,

ation, I Rev. R. Crowell.

( Rev. Lyman Beecher, D. D.

( Rev. Elijah Demond.

Rev. Joy H. Faii-child.

Rev. Calvin Hitchcock.

Taunton and Vicinity Asso- ( t, tj . n•'
< Rev. Freston Uummmes.

ciation, (
°

Rev. Sylvester Holmes,
Rev. Asahel Cobb.

None.

Rev. Elijah Dexter,

Rev. Ethan Smith.

Rev. Richard S. Storrs,

Rev. Elisha Fisk.

Rev. Wm. A. McDowell, D. D.
Rev. G. C. Beckwith.

Rev. John Marsh,

Rev. William Ely.

Rev. Calvin Noble.

Rev. Sylvester Dana,
Rev. Calvin Cutler.

Rev. Thomas Adams.

Evangelical Consociation of
^ ]y

Rhode Island, I

Rev. Thomas Snell, Secretary of the Association, and Rev.

John Todd, minister of the place, ex-officio, members of the

Association.

The Rules of the Association were read. The Association

was led in prayer by the Moderator.

The Secretary, Rev. Timothy M. Cooley and Rev. Rosweli

Hawks, were chosen a Committee of Arrangements.

The Committee of Arrangements reported in part, which re-

port was accepted.

Suffolk North Association,

Suffolk South Association,

Norfolk Association,

Old Colony Association,

Barnstable Association,

Pilgrim Association,

Mass. Miss. Society,

General Assembly.

Genera] Association of Con-

necticut,

General Convention of Vt.

General Association of New
Hampshire,

General Conference of Me.



Rev. Messrs. Holmes, Reed and Allen were appointed a

Committee to nominate delegates to foreign bodies.

Rev. Messrs. Clark, Cobb and Foot were chosen a Com-
mittee to audit the Treasurer's account.

Messrs. Crocker and Brewster of Boston were appointed

Agents of the Association for the ensuing year.

Rev. Messrs. Braraan, Dimmick and Kimball of the Essex
Middle Association were appointed to prepare the next Pastoral

Address.

Voted, To hold meetings for prayer in the Rev. Mr. Todd's

Meeting-house, on Wednesday and Thursday morning, at 5

o'clock.

Voted, To adjourn to meet in this house tomorrow morning

at 8 o'clock. Closed with prayer by the Moderator.

Wednesday, June 23.

The Association met according to adjournment. The roll

was called by the Scribe. The Association was led in prayer

by the Moderator. The minutes of yesterday were read. The
Committee of Ai-rangements made report in part.—Voted, that

the same be accepted.

The Association assigned Thursday afternoon at 3 o'clock to

receive communications from the Massachusetts Missionary

Society.

Rev. Messrs. Storrs, Adams of Maine, Beckwith of the Gen-
eral Assembly, Allen and Hawley, were chosen a Committee to

take minutes from the narratives of the state of religion, and pre-

pare an abstract of the same for publication.

Rev. Dr. Snell, and Rev. Messrs. Reed and Packard were
appointed to distribute reports from foreign bodies.

A letter addressed to the Moderator from the Secretary of the

American Sunday School Union, on the subject of establishing

Sabbath Schools in the Valley of the Mississippi was read.

—

Voted, That it be laid on the table for the present.

A letter addressed to the Moderator from a Committee of the

General Association of New Hampshire, on the subject of a re-

vision of the Congregational system of Church order was read.—^Voted, That the same be referred to a Committee of three.

Rev. Messrs. R. Emerson, Cooley and Hawks were chosen.

The Association were addressed by the Rev. Mr. Hewitt on
the subject of the American Colonization Society. Whereupon

Voted, That this Association, feeling a deep interest in the

object, and operations of the A. C. Society, recommend to the

ministers in this Commonwealth to address their several con-



gregations on the subject, and take up collections in behalf of

this Society on the, 4th of July, and continue the same yearly;

and that a copy of this resolution be published in the religious

papers of the state.

The Committee appointed to nominate delegates to foreign

bodies reported, nominating the following gentlemen who were
unanimously chosen: viz.

To the General Assembly, Rev. John Nelson, Rev. Thomas
M. Smith, primaries; Rev. Dr. Codman, Rev. Dr. Osgood,

substitutes.

To the General Association of New Hampshire, Rev. I.

Richmond Barbour, Rev. Ralph W. Gridley, primaries; Rev.
Ethan Smith, Rev. Joseph Vail, substitutes.

To the General Convention of Vermont, Rev. F. Freeman,
Rev. Dr. Brown, primaries; Rev. Samuel Nott, Jr., Rev. Ben-
jamin Woodbury, substitutes.

To the General Association of Connecticut, Rev. Dr. Snell,

Rev. Eber L. Clark, primaries; Rev. Augustus B. Reed, Rev.
John Boardman, substitutes.

Evangelical Consociation of Rhode Island, Rev. D. L. Hunn,
Rev. R. Emerson, primaries; Rev. Dr. Beecher, Rev. Prof.

Stuart, substitutes.

To the General Conference of Maine, Rev. Moses C. Searle,

Rev. PhiUips Payson, primaries; Rev. S. G. Clapp, Rev. Calvin

Hitchcock, substitutes.

The Committee, to whom was referred the letter from the

General Association of New, Hampshire, reported that it is ex-

pedient to appoint a Committee to confer with such Committees

as may be appointed by other bodies, on the subject of the let-

ter, to report to this Association the next year. Rev. Dr.

Woods, and Rev. Reuben Emerson were chosen the Committee.

Voted, That the Secretary of this body be requested to hold a

correspondence with the general Agent of the American Colo-

nization Society in regard to the subject of temperance in Li-

beria; and that he report at the next meeting of the Association.

The Pastoral Address was read by the Rev. T. M. Smith.

Voted, That the Address be accepted, and committed to the

Committee of publication.

Voted, That the ,Rev. R. S. Storrs, Rev. Drs. Fay and

Wisner, and the Scribe, be the Committee of publication.

A communication was received from the delegates of the

General Association of Connecticut, respecting Evangelical

Christians in Switzerland who are suffering persecution.



Voted, That the subject be committed to Rev. Dr. Beecher,

and Rev. Messrs. Bates and Putnam.
Voted, That the Rev. IMessrs. Cooley and Oliphaut, and Rev.

Dr. Snell be a Committee to make out an entii-e hst of delegates

to foreign bodies in years past, and to recommend a course to be

hereafter pursued by tliis body in the appointment of delegates.

A letter was read from the Rev. J. Wheeler of Windsor, Vt.

respecting a correspondence with the Congregational Union of

Scotland. Voted, That the subject be referred to the Rev.
Messrs. Fisk, Oliphant and Rockwood.
A communication was received from the Prudential Commit-

tee of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Mis-

sions. Voted, That tomorrow afternoon, at 4 o'clock, be as-

signed to hear Mr. Evarts in behalf of the Board.
Rev. Dr. Beecher and Rev. Mr. Patten of N. Y. presented

a certificate of their appointment as delegates fi'om the American
Bible Society. Voted, That they now be heard; and they, ac-

cordingly, addressed the Association in behalf of the Society.

Voted, That a Committee of five be appointed to devise some
plan by which the resources of Massachusetts may be brought,

in the best manner, to aid the American Bible Society in re-

deeming their pledge to supply every destitute family in the

United States with a bible. Rev. Messrs. Dwight, Hawley,
Todd, Putnam and E. Smith w^ere appointed.

The Committee, consisting of the Rev. Messrs. Holmes and
Allen, appointed to recommend meastu'es to secure a regular and
seasonable notification of the attendance of the delegates from

this, to foreign bodies, on the duties assigned them, reported the

following resolutions, which were adopted.

Resolved 1 . That it shall be the duty of each Primary Dele-

gate to any foreign body, to notify the Secretary of this Associ-

ation, at, or before, the opening of the annual meeting next after

his appointment, of his attendance upon the duty assigned him:

and that until such notification be made, or an acceptable reason

be assigned for his non-attendance, he shall be ineligible as a

delegate to any foreign body.

Resolved 2. That it shall be the duty of each delegate to any

foreign body appointed as a substitute, to notify the Secretary of

this Association, at, or before, the opening of its annual meeting

next after his appointment, of his attendance, or non-attendance

as such delegate: and that, until such notification be made, he
shall be ineligible to the same body.



The Committee appomted to take into consideration the Rev.
Mr. Wheeler's communication, reported,

That a Committee of three be appointed to correspond witli

tlie Congregational Union iii Scotland, and the Congregational

Board in London the present year, and that this Committee, on

behalf of this Association, request other similar bodies in New
England, in connexion with us, to unite by delegation or other-

wise in maintaining this correspondence. This report being

adopted, the Rev. Drs. Codraan, Beecher and Wisner were

chosen as the Committee.

The Rev. John Todd was appointed to certify the good

standing of ministers travelling out of the bounds of Middlesex

Union Association.

Voted to adjourn until 2 o'clock, P. M.

Associac.»n met according to adjournment. The Committee

of AiTangements reported in part, that the hour from 2 to 3

o'clock, P. M. tomorrow, be assigned to hear the Rev. Louis

Dwight, in behalf of the Prison Discipline Society.

Proceeded to attend to tlie narratives of the state of religion;

after which the Association was led in prayer by the Rev. Dr.

McDowell of the General Assembly.

The Committee of Arrangements reported, in part, which

was accepted. In pursuance of which the Association proceed-

ed to elect, by ballot, a Secretary for the next three years. Rev.

Dr. Snell was unanimously chosen.

The Committee of Arrangements presented the following

question. Will the Association alter theii- 25th Rule so that the

Associational sermon shall be at 2 o'clock, P. M. instead of 10

o'clock, A. M. of Thursday. The motion thus to amend was
read a second time, and deferred to be read again tomorrow.

The Committee of Arrangements made report that the hour

of 9 o'clock, tomorrow morning, be assigned to hear the Rev.

Mr. Brown, in behalf ofthe American Seamen's Friend Society.

Voted, To adjourn to tomorrow morning, 8 o'clock. Prayer

by the Moderator.

Thursday, June 24.

Association met according to adjournment. Prayer by the

Moderator.

The Committee appointed to audit the Treasurer's account,

report, that they find the same entirely correct, and they recom-
mend that an assessment of fifty cents be made on each member



of the several district Associations, to defray the expenses of the

General Association. Accepted.

The Committee appointed on the subject of Delegates to for-

eign bodies, reported: the report was laid on the table.

The proposition from the Committee of Arrangements to alter

the 25th rule, was read a second time and adopted.

The Committee of Ai'rangements introduced the following

resolution. That no report of the state of religion be read in

public, unless it be approved by the Association from which it

comes, or by the Committee of Arrangements of this General

Association;—Adopted.

The Committee to whom were referred the papers from the

General Association of Connecticut, respecting tie persecuted

Evangelical Christians in Switzerland rcjorted the following,

which was accepted.

The General Association of Massachusetts, composed of del-

egates from 22 Associations, embracing 275 churches, descend-

ed from the pilgrim exiles who fled from persecution to this land,

—being now in session, have had a letter laid before them from the

General Association of Connecticut, to the pastors and ministers

of the Reformed churches of Switzerland, uniting in the Helvetic

Confession of Faith, to which are prefixed certain resolutions

expressive of their views of religious liberty. In these resolutions

this Association do cordially concur, as a just expression of the

views of our churches, and of the entire community associated

with us in the worship of God. It gives us also great pleasure

to adopt, as our own, tlic language of sympathy for our suffering

brethren of a common faith, and the language of exhortation and

entreaty, that they may be permitted, as we cannot doubt all men
ought to be, and believe that all men ultimately wilt be permitted,

to worship God unmolested, according to the dictates of their

own conscience.

Voted to hear Mr. Bullard and Rev. Dr. Beecher in behalf

of Sabbath Schools in the Valley of the Mississippi at half past

nine o'clock, A. M.
Voted to hear Rev. Mr. Hewitt on the subject of Temper-

ance at half past 4 P. M.
At 9 o'clock the Association was addressed by the Rev. Mr.

Brown in behalf of seamen.

At half past nine the Association was addressed by Mr. Bul-

lard and Dr. Beecher in behalf of Sabbath Schools. After

which a subscription was raised of f600,00, to aid in supporting

Sabbath Schools in the west, which was considered as disposing

2
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of the letter on this subject, from the Secretary of the A. S. S. U.
Voted to adjourn to attend public worship, to meet at two

o'clock, P. M.
At 10 o'clock, the Associational Sermon was delivered by the

Rev. Mr. Braman, of Rowley, from 1 Corinthians, 16: 9. "And
there are many adversaries."—After which the sacrament of tlie

Lord's Supper was administered to a numerous assembly of

communicants. Services at the communion by Rev. Dr. Beecher

and Rev. Dr. IM'Dowell.

Afternoon 2 o'clock. Association met according to adjourn-

ment.

Voted that the Hampden Association be requested to furnish

the preacher of the Associational sermon for the next year.

The following report was presented by the Committee of Ar-

ransements, and adopted.

Whereas the regular ecclesiastical business of this Association

necessarily requires much time in its thorough and faithful per-

formance, and the increasing and successful operations of Clii'ls-

tian benevolence frequently claim the attention of this body, with

a view to hear statements, and receive communications from be-

nevolent societies, therefore

Voted, That an opportunity be given at our next meeting to

the representatives of such societies to be heard immediately after

the narratives on the state of rehgion shall have been given, or

at some more convenient time, to be assigned by the Association;

and that the speakers confine themselves, as far as the nature of

their statements will admit, to facts.

The Committee on the subject of the appointment of delegates

to foreign bodies in connexion with this, reported, as follows;

—

The Committee appointed to make out a list of delegates to

foreign bodies in past years, and take into consideration the subject

of a more uniform representation of the several Associations, con-

nected with the General Association, to such bodies. Report the

following Schedule, embracing a plan of representation for twelve

years; by which, each Association, durmg that time, will have the

privilege ofbeing represented once, in each of said foreign bodies.

They recommend, that the nomination of delegates be left with

the several Associations, to be confirmed by the General Associ-

ation, if they see fit; and also, that if the delegates, thus appoint-

ed, shall fail of fulfilling said appointment, they be considered as

not entitled to an appointment the next year, in consequence ofsuch

failure.—Having recommended this course, the Committee think

it unnecessary to make out the list of delegates for the past year.
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Voted, That the report be accepted.

Rev. David D. Field, Rev. Mr. Cooley, and Rev. Mr. Dwight
were chosen 'Delegates to attend the next annual meeting of the

Massachusetts Missionary Society.

Voted, That the resolution, adopted by the American Sabbath

School Union, to supply the Valley of the Mississippi with Sab-

bath Schools, wherever it is practicable, in two years, receives

our warm approbation, and that the unexampled liberality already

manifested, in this cause, calls for devout thanksgiving to God, for

high hope of his abounding mercy; and for vigorous efforts to

emulate so noble an example, and complete an enterprise so au-

spiciously begun.

Voted, That at a time when the Sabbath, the foundation, under

God, of Christianity itself, and of all the civil and religious liberty

in the world, is so seriously threatened by the assaults of irre-

ligion, and the encroachments of pleasure and business; it becomes
the Ministers and Churches of our Lord Jesus Christ to maintain

a peculiar circumsjDection of conduct in the observance of that

day—that the families of our Churches and Congregations be
affectionately and earnestly exhorted to abstain, and to accustom

their children and servants to abstain, from secular business and

recreations, on that sacred day; and that the churches be request-

ed to maintain a vigilant, kind, but efficient discipline in respect

to the conduct of their members on this point—and that in view

of our manifold transgressions, m respect to the Sabbath, it is re-

commended to all the churches of this Commonwealth, to set

apart the second Thursday of November next, to be observed as

a day of fasting, humiliation, and prayer, with a view to implore

the divine forgiveness and promote a reformation.

The Committee, to whom the subject of the Bible-effort was
referred, submitted the following views and propositions in relation

to it.

They conceive that the ability and obligations of this Common-
wealth will not admit of her falling behind any other state in the

Union, in the effort to supply the families of the United States

with the word of God: and they are persuaded, that if such de-

ficiency should occur, it must result from the want of systematic

arrangement, by which a proper impulse would be given to the

minds of the people, and a fair opportunity for contributions for

this purpose.

It is obvious that to complete the work proposed, to supply the

whole country with the word of God in one year, is a great work,

and demands and must receive decided and prompt action here

as well as elsewhere.
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The Committee therefore recommend

—

1. That three members of this Association be now appointed,

whose duty it shall be immediately to select from each Associa-

tion, where the work has not already been done, an efficient in-

dividual, who shall collect, within a month, as many members of

the Association as shall be practicable, six at least, and invite any

number of mterested laymen, to meet with them.

At this meeting, arrangements shall be made for visiting, by

clergymen and laymen, or otherwise, if thought proper, the sev-

eral towns and parishes in the Association, to call the attention of

the people to the special Bible-efFort.

2. It is recommended that v\'hen the people shall have been

thus visited—the friends of the Bible in each town or parish be

called together; and solicitors or collectors chosen from their

number, whose duty it shall be to call at their discretion, upon

the people of the respective districts assigned them, and obtain

their donations for this purpose, giving them to understand, that

what they give or subscribe is for the present special effort: and

that the collectors also ascertain what families are not supplied

with the word of God; and that the collections be completed

within the months of July and August. .

3. The Committee recommend that the visiting clergyman

and laymen urge upon the Churches to do their duty promptly,

each individual being requested to give at least 75 cents, the

price of one Bible; and if practicable, to obtain a vote of the

Churches to this effect; at the same time not failing to shew due

respect to others, many of whom will give as liberally as profes-

sors of religion.

4. That when the monies shall be collected, they be forward-

ed to the clergpnan who called the original meeting, to be trans-

mitted to the Treasurer of the Parent Society. Accepted.

Rev. Sylvester Holmes, Rev. C. Hitchcock, and Rev. John

Todd, were chosen a Committee to carry into effect the above plan.

Voted, That this Association are deeply impre~ssed with the

importance of observing the Monthly Concert of Prayer, and that

they recommend that ministers make special efforts to render the

meetings interesting, and that the members of the Churches be
more punctual in attending them, to pour out fervent supplications

to God, for a Revival of Religion at home, and the effusion of his

Spirit on Missions abroad.

Voted, That the thanks of the Association be presented to the

Rev. Mr. Todd, and his Church and Society, for their kindness

and liberality in making provision for the accommodation of this

Association, and to the choir of singers for their very acceptable
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performances. Rev. Mr. Todd was requested to communicate
this vote to his congregation.

Voted, That the next meeting of this Association be held in

Taunton, at the Rev. Mr. JMaltby's Meeting House.

After singing the Christian Doxology, and uniting in prayer

with the Rev. Dr. McDowell, of the General Assembly, the Asso-

ciation

Voted to adjourn sine die.

DA\TD D. FIELD, Moderator.

CALVIN HITCHCOCK, Scribe.

I. R. BARBOUR, Assistant Scribe.

TEBASURBR'S ACCOUSTT.
General Jlssociation of Massachusetts in account icith Thomas

Snell, Treasurer, Cr.

June 24, 1329. By Balance in the Treasury, $56 73
By monies received from the respective Associations, as follows.

—

Berkshire, $10 00
Mountain, 5 00
Franklin, ------ 5 50
Hampshire Central, - - - - 9 00
Hampden, - - - - - C 00
Brookfield, 7 00
Worcester Central, - - - . 5 50
Worcester North, 3 50
Harmony, 5 00
Middlesex Union, 5 00
Taunton and Vicinity, - - . 5 00
Haverhill, 3 00
Andover, 7 50
Essex Middle, 6 00
Salem and Vicinity, - - - - G 50
Suffolk North, C 00
Suffolk South, 5 00
Norfolk, 7 00
Old Colony, 4 00
Pilgrim, 3 00 $114 50

$171 28
Contra Dr.

June 25, 1829.

To paid to Rev. Josiah Clark, by special vote of

the General Association, $17 00
June 23, 1S30. To paid to Messrs. Crocker and

Brevirster, Agents for General Association, for

printing minutes of 1829, $94 OG
To expenses on bundle from Concord, 50
To paid for freightage and postage on Report,

from N. Y., 75
To travelling expenses of Secretary, 5 50 117 81

Balance in Treasury, $53 47

THOMAS SNELL, Treasurer.



NARRATIVE OF THE STATE OF RELIGION.

While we remember the dajs of old, and consider

the years of many generations, when the Most High
divided to our fathers their inheritance, and had a

favor to them in the waste howling wilderness—we
may not be unmindful of his gracious dispensations

toward us and our children. He remembers his cov-

enant; and though our provocations are many, he hath

not taken away the Holy Spirit from us, but vouch-

safed within the past year fresh tokens of his faithful-

ness and compassion.

The Pastors and Churches of Berkshire Asso-
ciation, preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond
of peace. In Adams, there has been an unusual
attention to religious concerns and several instances of

hopeful conversion. A few other churches have been
excited to earnest prayer;—but less spirituality and
zeal have been manifested, generally, than in some
former years. The literary Institutions within the

bounds of the Association, are flourishing under the

care of those, whose object it is to render them
directly subservient to the great interest of man; and
they are doing much to elevate the moral and intel-

lectual character of the rising generation.

In the MouNTAiis Association, one vacant Church
has been supplied with a Pastor, and all the churches,

walking together in peace and love, are edified. On
Goshen the Spirit of God hath descended, and fifteen
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have been added to the Church. Chester has been
yet more highly favored, and seventy or eighty per-

sons have hopefully yielded to a divine influence.

No considerable additions have been made to the

Churches under the care of the Franklin Associa-

tion; but in Ashfield, an interesting work of grace

commenced in October last, and not less than one

hundred and fifty have professed hopes of pardon

through Christ—more than sixty of them, members
of the Sabbath School. A select school of young
ladies in Buckland has been signally blessed, not less

than forty out of an hundred (fifty having been profes-

sors previously) were constrained to sit at the feet of

Jesus. Special divine influence is now enjoyed in

Charlemont, where thirty or more indulge hope of

pardoning mercy. In several other congregations,

recent appearances are encouraging. Two Pastors

have been settled in the course of the year, and un-

usual eflbrts have been made, to "strengthen the things

that remain and are ready to die."

Hampshire Association has been favored with no

special revivals; yet more than usual seriousness has

appeared in some congregations—and at present there

are pleasing indications of a revival in two or three of

them.

While one of the Pastors of the Hampden Associ-

ation has been dismissed, two have been settled, and

eight churches are still unsupplied. In some of the

congregations God has showed special mercy. The
feeble church in Russell has been strengthened by the

addition of twenty-one members. Thirty have recently

expressed hope in Christ, in East Granville. In

Westfield, a cheering work of grace has been in pro-

gress more than a year, and forty have been added to

the church. InMonson, the revival which commenced
in July last has brought into the fold of Christ eighty-

one persons.



17

In Brookfield Association, God has not left him-

self without witness that he has engraven Zion on the

pahns of his hands, and that her walls are continually

before him. In Hardwick, a small number have been

added to the Lord. In Ware village, twenty-two have

united w ith the church, and others have obtained a

hope in Christ. In Palmer it is believed that between
forty and fifty have felt the renewal of the Holy
Ghost, and twenty have made a profession of their

faith. The church in Oakham has beer, shut out

from its house of w^orship, but a colleague pastor has

been settled, and prospects of future harmony and

prosperity are encouraging. On almost all the con-

gregations, some special influence from above has de-

scended.

Worcester Central Association has also shared

more largely than usual in a refreshing from the pres-

ence of the Lord. Boylston, West Boylston, and

Holden, have been signally blessed—and in some
other congregations there has been, and still is, special

attention given to the one thing needful.

Nor has Worcester North Association been left

like the heath in the desert, that knoweth not when
good cometh. In Ashburnham, within a few months,

twenty have been added to the Church. In Fitch-

burg, there have been twelve or fourteen hopeful con-

versions. Eight or ten have united w ith the church in

Westminster. God is evidently among his people in

Princeton; and in Phillipston, there has been a revival

of considerable extent and power—sixty having been

added to the church, chiefly through the instrumen-

tality of Bible Class instruction.

All the Churches of the Middlesex Union Associ-

ation, except one, are such as have abandoned the

houses where their fathers worshipped, to avoid the

control of their faith by the civil power. The Lord

hath blessed them. Two moral wastes have been sup-

plied with Pastors in the course of the year, and none

3
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of the churches are now destitute. The result of the

sacrifices here made, is such, as to produce a convic-

tion, which nothins; can shake, that a church which

breaks away from sinful connections, and trusts in God
alone, is safe.

Middlesex South Association has been recently

formed, and is composed of the ministers of six church-

es. In Framingham, the Lord hath done great things,

whereof we are glad: thirty-two have recently pro-

fessed faith in Christ, and sixty or seventy are inquir-

ing the way to heaven. This church has been driven

from its place of worship, and as of other churches in

similar circumstances, it may be said, "the Lord hath

taken it up." Sherburne, in the vicinity, enjoys a

season of refreshing, and while twelve or fifteen instan-

ces of hopeful conversion have occurred, twenty or

thirty individuals are still inquiring what they must do

to be saved. In each of these places, the good w^ork

is advancing.

Ward, and Westborough,in Harmony Association,

have been graciously visited. In the former about

fifty, and in the latter about one hundred converts are

enumerated. A meeting of the "Conference of the

Churches," at Westboro' in September last, was hap-

pily instrumental in giving efficacy to divine truth,

producing conviction, multiplying social meetings, and
constraining the acknowledgment of the Divine pres-

ence and power. Nearly all the subjects of the work
were youth, who had been or then were, connected

with the Sabbath school.

To the churches under the care of the Andover
Association, about one hundred have been added the

past year, and at present, there are special tokens of

good in several of the congregations. The Theologi-

cal Seminary at Andover prospers in regard to the

spirit of piety as well as intellectual improvement: and

of the 138 young men there pursuing their studies, it

may be expected that many, if not all, will be honored
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with distinguished usefulness in the church, especially

if the Institution be constantly and affectionately re-

membered in the prayers of Zion.

Haverhill Association mourns, that the refresh-

ing influences of other days are succeeded by the chills

of winter. It is a day of trial and temptation. Zion
languishes. The Sabbath is greatly dishonored. In-

iquity is bold. Still, the means of grace are main-
tained, and it is not forgotten, that the arm of the

Lord is not shortened, that it cannot save.

Within the limits of Essex Middle Association,
revivals have blessed the two churches in Ipswich,
and the first church in Rowley. Considerable acces-

sions have already been made to each of them—other

accessions are expected, and considerable numbers
remain in an anxious state of mind.

The Association of Salem and Vicinity has had
occasion to rejoice in a partial refreshing from the

Lord in the Churches of Salem, Beverly, Manchester,
and Hamilton. The Church in Marblehead has been
yet more distinguished, and has received an addition

of thirty-four members. A new Society has been
formed in Gloucester, and a Church organized.

The special presence of God is now enjoyed within
the bounds of Suffolk North Association—partic-

ularly in Old South, Salem, and Hanover Street

Churches, Boston, and in the Church of Charlestown.
Among the inquirers in C. are about 25 Sabbath Schol-

ars. In all these Churches, instances of hopeful con-
version are of frequent occurrence. The work is silent,

but cheering. Two hundred have been added to the

several Churches during the year.

Nor has Suffolk South Association been left

without precious tokens of divine mercy. Park
Street, Essex Street, Pine Street, and South Boston
Churches, have rejoiced and still rejoice in the

effusions of the Holy Spirit. From thirty to one hun-
dred persons, in various stages of religious impression,
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are found in them severally; and to some of them con-

siderable accessions have been made already. A house

of worship for seamen has been erected and dedicated

to God,—a church has been organized, and a Pastor

chosen, and several have been hopefully converted to

God, while others are inquiring after Jesus.

With the Norfolk Association the past year has

been less distinguished than some former years. The
new village Church, in Dorchester, has continued to

enjoy the gentle influences of the Spirit from its first

organization. In Cohasset, a work of grace is in

progress, and while sinners fear and tremble, saints

rejoice in the demonstrations of Almighty Power.
The Association of Taunton and Vicinity, re-

joices in the auspicious settlement of a Pastor over

one of the oldest desolations of the Commonwealth,
within their bounds, and also in the partial refreshing

of the Church and Congregation in Fall River. Berk-
ley and Rehoboth are passing through scenes of trial,

though the latter Church has evidence of God's love

in the awakened spirit of inquiry among some individ-

uals. The feeble Church in Dighton also sings of

mercy: fifteen or sixteeti of the youth of the Congre-
gation have recently given themselves unto the Lord.

Twenty have been added to the evangelical Church in

Taunton.

Of the ten Churches belonging to the Old Colony
Association, five are in part sustained by the char-

ities of the Public. To the Church in New-Bedford,
forty-five have been added. The second Church in

Rochester has also rf^'^ci^ ed the addition of twenty-
four. Two Pastors have been settled during the

year, and the prospects of the cause of truth are

brightening.

The Pilgrim Association has under its care six

Churches—most of them small, but united in the be-

lief and defence of the truth. Accessions are making
to them from time to time, but no special revivals are

reported.
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From Barnstable Association, no report has

been received. From the Delegations of Foreign

bodies in connexion with us, we derive information

of such a state of things among them, as encourages

our hearts, and gives us fresh assurance that we
have all one God and Father—one Redeemer—one
object of hope, and one end of our calling.

Connected with the General Association of

Connecticut, are 219 Churches, and 25,000 com-
municants. One tenth of these Churches have been
visited to a greater or less degree, or are now visited

with the special influences of the Holy Spirit. A
larger number of ministers than usual, have been set-

tled the past year, and a smaller number dismissed.

The spiritual interests of the rising generation, have
never before called forth so great an amount of effort.

Yale College enjoys the smiles of Heaven, in the fre-

quent hopeful conversion of its students. The Theo-
logical Institution is flourishing; and a healthful

moral influence goes abroad from these fountains of

science over the churches at large.

In New-Hampshire are more than 150 Churches
—about 106 ministers, and 12,000 communicants.
Nearly half the state is destitute of the regular and
stated means of grace. Prospects however brighten.

In Somersworth, Dover, Exeter, Sandwich, Tam-
worth, Canterbury, Greenland, Nashua, Mount-Ver-
non, Henniker, Cornish, Charlemont, and Newport,
revivals have been enjoyed during the year to a great-

er or less extent; and the spirit that prevails in re-

gard to the great objects of Christian benevolence,

encourages the hope, that the extensive desolations

yet existing, will ere long be repaired.

In Maine, are about 150 Churches, 100 Pastors,

and 10,000 Communicants. Few revivals of great

power are reported; but the increasing harmony and
zeal of the friends of truth in the great cause of piety

and benevolence, furnish evidence that the Holy Spirit
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hath not forsaken the Churches, but rather that he

tries their faith and patience, with reference to some
future, and not far distant revelation of his mighty

power.

Vermont has 209 Churches, 116 settled Ministers,

and between 15,000 and 16,000 Communicants.
Recently, the Spirit of the Lord has descended on

the Western part of the state and Middlebury, Ver-

gennes, Cornwall, Pittsford, Castleton, Poultney,

Fairhaven, Hubbardston, Benson, and Orwell are en-

joying a gracious visitation,—nor are other towns

passed by, though less distinguished by the rich

blessing. On the whole, the spiritual prospects of

the state are cheering—and "fatal errors, though ex-

isting almost every where, are absolutely popular,

no where."

Within the bounds of the Presbyterian Church, not

less than an hundred Congregations have enjoyed the

special influences of the Holy Spirit the past year.

God indeed smiles on that portion of his heritage;

—

wide in its extent, powerful in its moral influence,

and, if preserved, from fatal errors, destined to dif-

fuse abroad more directly and energetically the con-

trolling spirit of piety over the whole length and
breadth of the land, than any other of our religious

communities—may the prayer of Jesus for his disci-

ples generally, be answered, in regard to the unity

and purity of that Church, and the several ecclesias-

tical bodies in connexion with it
—"That they all

may be one, as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee,

that they also may be one in us; that the world may
believe that thou hast sent me."

The rapid review we are thus permitted to take of

the gracious dealings of God with our Churches ought

to inspire both gratitude and hope. As many as forty-

five congregations in immediate connexion with the

General Association of Massachusetts, or, one sixth
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of the whole number, have shared more or less abun-
dantly during the past year, in the special influences

of the Holy Spirit. Nor have all the remaining

Churches been left like the mountains of Gilboa

without either dew or rain; many of them have had
encouragement to wait upon the Lord, from the fact

that occasional instances of conversion have occurred,

and that individual believers have awaked to prayer

and to special effort.

Beside the clear evidence of the presence of God,
with his church, in the putting forth of his power for the

conversion of sinners and the edification of his people

—we are bound to recognize distinctly the influence

of his Spirit in creating and sustaining that extended

system of moral means so universally adopted by the

churches, to purify themselves, and rear up a genera-

tion, that shall closely resemble the pilgrim fathers of

New England. Eternal thanks are due to that Prov-

idence which has guided the inventive spirit of the

age to the discovery and use of Sabbath School and
Bible Class instruction, as the grand means of forming

the mass of our youth to piety and virtue, and quali-

fying future champions of the cross successfully to use

the sword of the Spirit. So long as the Scriptures

are as widely circulated, as early stored in the mem-
ory, as clearly explained, and as faithfully pressed on
the conscience, as they now" are, we have little to fear

'from the spirit of infidelity, which stalks abroad so

boldly and boasts great things against the throne of

God. Here lies our confidence, that the Lord will

never leave us, nor give over our posterity to seducing

spirits

—

He hath provided richly for the spiritual cul-

ture of the young inind; if he purposed to destroy us,

would he have shown us such things as these?

And we hail with peculiar satisfaction the increas-

ing interest manifested in the support of the feeble

churches of the Commonwealth. Of the two hun-
dred and seventy-five churches represented in this
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body, fifty-eight are now enjoying the ordinances of

the Gospel,—either from their own resources entire-

ly, or with temporary aid from abroad,—churches,

which had either never come into existence, or had

become extinct, or had maintained but a precarious

standing at this hour, had they not felt the influence

of Christian charity. Surely the Lord is turning

again the captivity of his people, and preparing the

means of more effective co-operation on the part of all

our churches, with those societies that propose for

their first object, "the conversion of the world," by

the instrumentality of the Bible, and the living mis-

sionary. We may rejoice—and we will rejoice in

the energies already awaked to action among us,

—

for it is the work of the Holy Spirit; and we may
well mourn—yea we will mourn, that there is still so

much delinquency on the part of many, in the dis-

charge of their obligations to a world lying in wick-

edness.

A great work remains to be done. Personal relig-

ion, lying at the foundation of every successful enter-

prise in the cause of Christ, cannot safely be neglect-

ed; the spirit of piety must be cherished in every

neighborhood and congregation, by appropriate means;

—the "revival," sought for with humble importunity

and quenchless ardor, may never be lost sight of, even

amid all the claims of those moral reformations that

are advancing through the land in so much majesty;

and if to the duties we owe to such as come within

the sphere of our immediate influence, we add the ser-

vices which the Word and Providence of God require

us to render to those that are "afar off," we shall se-

cure the blessing of the Most High on all the interests

of our common Zion, and "our sun will no more go

down, nor our moon withdraw itself, but the Lord

shall be to us an everlasting Light, and our God, our

Glory."



PASTORAL ADDRESS.

Beloved Brethren,
It has been the custom of the General Association,

in addressing to jou, their annual communications, to

call your attention to subjects which have a bearing

upon your own spiritual welfare, and the prosperity of
Zion. In performing this duty, on the present occa-

sion, we feel constrained in the first place, to invite

you to unite with us in grateful acknowledgments to

our God and Saviour, who has watched over, and pro-

tected, and blessed us continually,—and has continued

to our churches the tokens of his favor.

During the past year, while fewer instances ofpow-
erful revivals of religion have occurred, than in some
former years, our churches have enjoyed a high state

of peace and tranquillity, and a spirit of Christian af-

fection and fellowship hts extensively prevailed. Al-

though some have been taught by experience, that to

them it has been given, on the behalf of Christ, not

only to believe on his name, but also to suffer for him,

nothing has taken place to make serious inroads on
their prosperity.—Fewer instances have occurred than

in some former years of churches in our connexion,

being, for their steadfast adherence to the faith of the

Pilgrims, driven from the places where their fathers

worshipped, to seek an asylum within other walls,

where they might worship God according to the dic-

4
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tates of their own conscience, with none to molest

or make them afraid. Under the protection of their

great head, the churches generally have had rest and

been edified;—and walking in the fear of God, and

the comfort of the Holy Ghost, have been multiplied.

The Providence of God, brethren, has cast our lot

in an interesting quarter of the world, and in an event-

ful period of its history. The time was, when the

great machinery of Christian benevolence, which is

operating with so much effect upon the mighty mass

of wretchedness in this apostate world; and carrying

forward the churches to the achievements which are

to be connected with her latter day glory, was not in

operation. A death-like torpor seemed to be upon the

churches. And while desolations multiplied, scarce

an effort was made to repair the wastes of Zion at

home, and none to send the blessings of salvation far

hence to the Gentiles.

Now the people of God in every land, are directing

their energies towards the conversion of the world;

are pressing commerce and the arts into the service of

Jesus Christ, and are sending abroad light and knowl-

edge, and salvation, as far as the ruins of the fall have

spread. And never, since the days of the apostles,

has there been a period in which there has been put

in operation for this object, such a grand and power-

ful combination of means; or in which the God of

salvation has crowned the efforts of benevolence with

such signal success. Already has the bible commenc-
ed its march of mercy over the world, crossing seas

and traversing continents, and carrying its blessed

consolations into every dwelling that it enters. And
wherever the banner of the cross has been unfurled,

ignorance, and error, and superstition are fleeing away
before the light of the Gospel. And in our own land

too, blessed as it is above every other land, while the

work of salvation has been steadily advancing, there
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has been an evident strengthening of moral influence

in the community, not only against vice in general,

but against the prostration of the Sabbath, and the in-

stitutions of religion; and particularly against the prev-

alence of intemperance. On this latter subject, the

change which has been wrought in public sentiment,

constitutes the most singular phenomenon in this age
of wonders. It is the hand of God that hath done
this. It is the hand of God that hath rolled back the

tide of corruption and wretchedness, which was rap-

idly desolating the land, and threatening to sweep
away all our civil and religious institutions. It is God,
who hath done it; and to his name shall be all the

glory.

But while we are permitted to rejoice in prospects

so bright and encouraging, we will not conceal from
you. Brethren, that there has never been a period in

the history of the church, which demanded deeper

humility, and holier zeal, and more united and untir-

ing effort on the part of Christians than the present.

The efforts of the enemies of the truth are now unu-
sually bold and vigorous. Infidelity, though vanquish-

ed a thousand times, and forced to quit the field, "has
gleamed the blunted shafts that have recoiled, and
aimed them at the shield of truth again." And a

kindred spirit, under the guise of religion, but which
denies the inspiration of the Scriptures, and the divin-

ity of the Saviour, and aims at trie subversion of all

that is vital in the religion of the Gospel, has found its

way into the temples which our fathers consecrated to

the worship of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. After

infusing its deadly poison into the first literary foun-

tain which they opened and consecrated to Christ and
the Church; it has already deeply corrupted many of

the streams which flow through the land. Error of

various descriptions, is evidently fast assuming a

definite shape; and forming itself into an active
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mass of resistance to evangelical religion. While

the man of sin having roused him from his long sea-

son of slumber and exhaustion, after causing the

whole of Europe to flow with the blood of the saints;

is now attempting the subjugation of this land of the

free.—Already with high confidence of success, has

he commenced the work of spreading the delusions of

popery over the valley of the Mississippi, and is even

seeking to bring the heritage of the Pilgrims under the

influence of that system, which shuts up the book of

life, and would if possible, bind the human mind in

chains, and which has always proved more deadly

hostile than any other, to the interests of the true

church, and the souls of men.

If we do not misapprehend the signs of the times,

the commotions both political and religious which are

convulsing the world, afford a striking indication that

a great moral crisis is at hand;—that a period is ap-

proaching of deeper interest and of brighter prospects

to the church, than any she has ever witnessed.—Al-

ready, while the servants of the god of this world, are

bringing to bear against the cause of Christ, the con-

centrated energies of infidelity, and worldly minded-

ness, and philosophy, falsely so called; the friends of

Jesus are girding themselves to the war.—The line

of demarcation between those who love the Gospel,

and those who love it not, is becoming more definitely

marked. And every day is enlisting new energies for

the grand conflict, which, before the conquest of the

world is achieved, must be maintained between the

friends of God and his enemies; and in which the tri-

umphs to be secured, will be as lasting as they are

glorious. We rejoice to see the line of separation be-

tween truth and error,—the friends and the enemies

of the gospel, becoming plainer and broader. It is one

of the interesting signs of the times, that vice and

error, in their bold advances are exciting those on the
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Lord's side, to more ardent prajer, and holier zeal,

and such systematic effort, as cannot fail to succeed,

if faithfully prosecuted in dependance on the promises

of God. The onset will ere long be made; and long

and furious will the conflict be; but the result is by
no means doubtful. The kingdoms of this world,

shall become the kingdom of our Lord and of his

Christ. And already, if we are not greatly deceived,

do we behold in the arrangements of providence, and
the success which attends the efforts of those who
have taken decided ground in favor of the cause of

truth and righteousness, the coming of the day that is

hastening on;—when the visions of the Prophet shall

be realized;—when from every hill, and dale, and fer-

tile plain, and smiling village, and populous city, one

cloud of incense shall ascend to God; when songs of

salvation shall float on every breeze, and the world
long oppressed with sin and sorrow, shall in its purity

and happiness resemble heaven. This glorious con-

summation is to be brought about, under God, by the

faith and prayer, and holy and persevering efforts of

the church. Will you suffer from us then. Beloved
Brethren, a word of exhortation, while we call to

your remembrance, some of the ways in which you
may aid in rolling on the wheels of that kingdom
which is hastening to the conquest of the world?

By the nature of your Christian profession, you are

solemnly bound to do all in your power, for extending

the empire of the Prince of Peace, not only in your

own souls, but in the souls of others over whom your
influence extends, and throughout the world.—Suffer

us to remind you then, that you may do much towards

the advancement of this object, by leading a holy life.

The Spirit of the age demands from Christians, not

only the warmest zeal and the most active exertions in

the cause of Christ, but also a very high degree of

moral excellence. And nothing has a more powerful
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tendency to impress upon men a conviction of the im-

portance and constraining power of religion, than the

holy lives of those, who profess to act under its influ-

ence. The prosperity of Zion, is very intimately con-

nected with the character of her children. If they are

consistent, and exemplary, and diffuse around them
the influence of a holy example, it speaks a language,

which though silent is eloquent, and cannot fail to

make men see and feel, "how awful goodness is."

Aspire then. Brethren, after the most elevated attain-

ments in the divine life. Seek to maintain a constant

and intimate intercourse with God. And when Infi-

delity shall sneeringly ask for proof of the divine au-

thority of your religion, not only may you direct her

attention to the monuments which Christianity has

reared in every land, where its footsteps have trodden;

but also may you point her to the purity of its precepts,

and the consistent and holy lives of its disciples. And
then ask her whether a corrupt tree can produce fruit

so fair; and if, while she boasts of the light of reason

and of nature, she can point to triumphs such as these.

We are the more anxious to press this subject,

brethren, because amid the excitements which grow
out of the benevolent enterprises and the conflicts of

the day, there is no small danger that the cultivation

of the heart will be neglected. Let this be the case,

and a process of degeneracy in the purity and firmness

of the religious principle will take place as a matter

of course. Christians, instead of growing up into

Christ Jesus in all things, will become conformed to

the world; and the evidence of piety will be derived

from a participation in the bustle of benevolent eflbrt,

rather than from a growing conformity to the character

of the Saviour.

In connexion with this, we would urge upon you,

Brethren, as a means of promoting a firmness of relig-

ious belief, and a strength of attachment to the Gos-
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pel, which the efforts of Infidelity shall never destroy;

the importance of obtaining definite and settled views

of truth, by actual personal investigation. To be able

to distinguish between truth and error, and to contend

earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints, it

is necessary to understand thoroughly what that sys-

tem of truth is, by which believers are to be built up

in the holy faith, and which is designed to bless the

Church and convert the world. The day o{ studying

the word of God—of meditating on its holy doctrines

—of lofty communings with the spirits of the mighty

dead, who were distinguished for their bold attach-

ment to that truth which they had drawn from the

purest and deepest fountains, we sometimes fear, has

gone by. The present is the day of excitement and

of action. And we fear that there is a growing ten-

dency in the prevailing taste of the age, to the raising

up of a race of Christians, who among the speculations

and loose opinions which are floating on the surface

of society, will be unable to distinguish between truth

and falsehood; and instead of being valiant for the

truth, will be "carried about by every wind of doc-

trine, by the slight of men, and cunning craftiness,

whereby they lie in wait to deceive."

Finally, Brethren, with ardent prayers to the great

head of the Church, for his blessing to descend upon

our Zion, and upon the benevolent operations of the

day; let your wealth and influence be consecrated to

the upbuilding of his spiritual kingdom. The field of

Christian enterprise is the world. Through the ex-

ertions of the Church, attended with the blessing of

God, this world of pollution and wretchedness, is to

be reclaimed from the dominion of the prince of dark-

ness, and purified and converted into the garden of

God. And yet how much is to be done, before this

"consummation so devoutly to be wished," is accom-
plished. Look abroad Brethren, over our own Com-
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monvvealth, and behold the waste places of Zion
whose walls must be built up. And cast your eye

over the vast valley of the Mississippi, destined to

contain in twenty years, forty millions of people,

—

with only here and there a missionary of the cross, to

let in upon the surrounding darkness, the light of the

Gospel. Let the people of God come up heartily and
prayerfully to the work of sustaining the operations of

those institutions which are straining every nerve, to

plant the Gospel in every section of the land; and the

waste places of Zion shall be built up; and the feeble

churches within our own borders shall be strengthen-

ed; and every form of error which now prevails, shall

flee away before the light of truth; and the loveliness

of Eden shall bloom over the wide extended plains of

the west, which are now covered with the pall of

moral death.

We can look forward only a few years, and behold

the wilderness blossoming as the rose, and the desert

becoming like the garden of God; and Christianity

diffusing its blessed influence over every land that is

visited by the sun of heaven. Let us not be back-

ward. Brethren, in putting forth every eflbrt, to usher

in the glorious day; lest when the top-stone of the

spiritual temple is laid with shouting grace, grace,

unto it, we shall be found among the number of those

against whom the gates of the Heavenly Jerusalem

shall be for ever shut. Let others labor, if they will

for that which satisfieth not; or enrol themselves

among the sons and the daughters of Zion, and yet

live according to the course of this world, but to us

let the stones and the dust of Zion ever be precious.

"For Zion's sake will we not hold our peace, and for

Jerusalem's sake will we not rest, until the righteous-

ness thereof go forth as brightness, and the salvation

thereof as a lamp that burneth."
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